

in. 





Assembly Proceedings 

Official Report 

Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Second Session, 1937 

9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 16th and 17th 
August, 1937 



Superintendent, Government Printing 
Bengal Government Press, Alijxye, Bengal 
1937 - 



Published by the Superintendent, Gqjjemment Printing 
Bengal Government Press, Alipoae, Bengal 


Agents in India. . 

M«m! S. K. Lahiri fir Co., Printers and Booksellers, Collage Street, Calcutta. 
Messrs! Thacker, Spink fir Co„ Calcutta. 

Customers in the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe 
may obtain publications either direct from the High Commissioner’s office 
or through any bookseller. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 



His Excellency the Right Hon 'Me Sir John Anderson, p.c., q.c.b., 
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the Home Department. 
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in chaise of the Department of Agriculture and Industries. 
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( 7 ) The Hon’ble Mr. IIuseyan Shahkkd Schrawahdy in charge of 

the Department of Commerce and Lalbour. 

(8) The Hon’hle Nawab Mushakru^i' Hossain, Khan Bahadur, in 

charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departments, 

( 9 ) The Hou’ble Mr. Syed Naushkr A u in charge of the Depart- 

ment of Public Health and ^ocal Self-Government. 

ff0)»The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Der Rajket in charge of tfce 
Forest and Excise Department. 

ill) The Hon’ble Mr. Mckcxda Rkhahy M cu,ick in char|e of tha 
Co-ojwrativ * Credit and Ru/al Indebtsdne^ Departments. 
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ALPHABETICAL LltT OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Bari, Maulvi. [ Berhampore (Muhammadan).] • 

Abdul Hafeez, Khan Bahadur Syed. [Dacca Cental (Muhammadan)*] 
Abdul Ilafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigram South (Muhammadan),] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. ( Mvmensingh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. [Munshiganj (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Haifiid, Mr. A. M. [Palma West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah. Maulvi. [ Kishoreganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [ Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar Pal wan. Mr. Md. (Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [ Patuukhali South (Muhammadan).) 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur rum Muktngarha (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Eatif Biswas. Maulvi. j Munikgjinj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. (M ymensin^h North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majfd, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahiiib Khaj, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. ( Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. ( Sorajgunj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Kahman, Khan Bahadur A. E. M. ( U4- Parian as North-Eaat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rfchman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Abdur Raslieed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [JInwrah (Muhammadan).) 
Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. [Rangpur South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. [ Eeni (Muhammadan).] 

Abdus Shaheed, 'Maulvi Md. ( Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 
Abidur Reza Chowdhurv, Khan Bahadiy. [Chandpur West (Muham* 
mad an), f 

A.bu Hdksain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan). ]• 
Abul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad. [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 
^bul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhapfcnadan).] ^ 

' Abul Jloeain, Mr. Ah®ed. [Netrokflna North (Muhammadan).] * 
JLbul Qkasem, Maulvi/ [Hooghly (Muhammadan*).] * 
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Acharyya (Tboudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta, of Muktagacha, Mymen- 
singh. (Dacca Landholders.) e 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Aftab IIoBsain Joardar, Maulvi. • [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana, Enayetpuri. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed llosain, Mr. (Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Kabir Choudhurv, Maulvi. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Jfhun, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 
Alfazuddin Ahmed, ^liun Bahadur. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
Aminullah, Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 

Amir Ali, Md., Mia. [Kajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr. AV. L. [ Durdwan Division (European).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Xator (Muhammadan).) 

AHimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad JTossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Azahar Ali, Maulvi. [Palma East (Muhammadan).] 

Az izul Haque, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M., c.i.k. [Nadia West 
(Muhammadan). ] 


B 

Bauerjee, Dr. Surosh Chandra. (Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories). | 

Buneiji, Mr. P. [ ‘J4-Parganas Noith-West ( ( fonyral ). J 
Bauerjee, Air. Pramatha Nath. [ Burdwan North-AVest (General).] 
Bauerjee, Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Bauer ji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Kajshahi (General).] 

Banner jee, Mr. Monorunjun. [Dacca East (General).] 

Ban nerman, Mr. II. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Burnt Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 
Burma, Babu Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barnm, Mr. Puspajit. [ Rangpur (General). ] 

Barman, Balm Shyma Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Bahu Upendra Nath. (Jalpniguri cum Siliguri (General).] 
Basu, Balm datindra Nath. (Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [^Calcutta East (General).] 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobindra Chandra. [Midnapore East ^General).] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Na^i, [Faridpur (General).] 

Bdse, lir. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (Qeneral).] 

Brasher, Mr. F\ C.‘ [Calcutta §md Suburbs (European).] 
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Campbell, Sir George, kt. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
Cbakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayatl. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chakraharty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] ’ 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Pargnnas Municipal ‘(General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Associations.) 

Crosfield, Mr. L. M. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

D 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (General).] 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Ilooghly North-East (General).] 

Das, Mr. Auukul Chandra. [ 24-Parganas North-East (General).] 

Das, Mr.*Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Das, Mr. Monomohan. [Mymensingh East (General).] 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. [Birbhum (General).] 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(General). ] 

Das Gupta, Dr. J.-M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 

Das Gupta, ‘Mr. Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General). J 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr % Harendra. [Jhurgrain cum Ghatai (General),] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Ilooghly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Mif% Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. (Barraekpore Registered Fac- 
tories.) 

E 

% 

Edbar, Mr. Ppendra/iath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Jlaque, Kazi. [Kurigram North (Muhammadan).] 

F 


Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. [Jangipur (Muhammadan).] 
Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan).] 

Faroqui, Na^fab Sir Mohiuddin, KT.f of ltatanpur. [Tippera North 
•(Muhammadan).] # 

Fazlul Hu^, the Qon’ble Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muham- 
madan).] 

^Fa^ul Quadir, Khan Bahadur MauTvi. [Chittagong Nbrth-West 
A. (Muhammadan). ] 
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F**lur Bah^man, Mr. [Jamalpur East (M uhammadan ). 1 

Fazlur Rahman, Muktear, Mr. [Dacca University (MuhammadanDl 

Ferguson, Mr. R. H. [Rajshahi Division (European).] 


Oommeter, Mr. E. 0. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Chose, Babu Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
majjan).] 

Golarn Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Raipur 
(Muhammadan).] 

Gomes, Mr. S. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian) 1 

Goswami, Mr Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division North Municipal 
(General).] r 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. .Togesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General) 1 
Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Dumber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 


Hafbibullali, the Hon’lble K., Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. [Dacca 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Hafizuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi, [Tbakurgaon (Muliammhdan) 1 
Hamiduddin^ Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishoregan] East (Muham- 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan AH Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasan uzzainan, Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Hashein All Khan, Khan Bahadur. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ilesina Murshed, Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Maternally Jamadar, Khan Sahjb. [Pirojpur South (Muhammadan).] 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce ) ' J 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Himatsingka Mr. Prabhudayal. [Calcutta West (General).] 
irtcel, Mr. M. A. F. (Bengali Chamber of Commerce.) 


I 


Idri* Ahtfted Mia, Mr. [Malta Seuth (Muhami 
Ispahan!, Mr. M, A. *H. [Calcutta South (Mt 


pdan).] 

tammadaii).] 
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Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. [Cdx’s Bazar (Muhammadan).] 
Jalaluddin Haahemy, Mr. Syed. [Safkhira (Muhammadan).] 
Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [24-Parganas South (Muhammadan).] 
Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Netrokona £ im- 

madan).] 

Kazein Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawtin J ah Syed. Murshidahad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi J'rosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debendrn Lnll. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Mabla (General).] 

Kundu, 3tr. Nishitha Nalh. j Dinajpur (Geneial).] 

M 

Madauchlan, Mr. (\ S: [Calcutta and Suburbs (Kuroj>ean). ] 
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogin North (Muhammadan). J 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [ Balurghut (Muhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Mflharajkumar Vdny (’hand. [Burdwun Central (General).] 
Mahtabuddin Abided, Khan Bnhadur. [Dinujpur Central West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 
Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Maji, Mr. Adwuita Kumar. [ Burdwun (Vntral (Gonerul).] 
Majuimf&r, Mrs. llemaprova. [Dacca (General — Women). | 
Mazumdar, Mr. Bireiplra Nath. ( East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [ Midnapoie South-West (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [ Myrnensinph West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (Generul).] 
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Fnridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jugat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath, [Bakayranj North-East (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 
Manirflddin, Akhand, Maulvi. [Raj she hi North (Muhammadan), j 
Maniruzzam*n Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] # * 

jfoqtal Hosain, Mr . m [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan). J • 
Masu^VAli Khan Panni, Maulvi. [Tangail Sotfth QfuhammadanL] 
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Miles, Mr.„C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Millar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] • 
Milne-Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. (Bengal Chamber of Commerpe.) 
Mohammed AH, Khan Bahad\ir. f [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 
Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md, [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Symaprosad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. [Presidency Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali ‘Mullah, Maulvi. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammtd Iluq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Aizal, Khan Sahib, Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Muhamn#id Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Jshuque* Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Ki.-dioreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddiquo, Dr. Syed. [Bankura (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. [ Barrack pore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhircndra Narayan. (Hooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, J)r. II. C. |( 1 alcutta rum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian). ) 

Mukherji, I)r. Sharat Chandra. [ Birbhum ((tenoral).] 

Mullick, the II on’blo Mr. Mukundu Behan. [ Khulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).] 

Mullick, Sri jut Ashutosli. [Bankura West (General).] 

Musharraf! llosvain, the ffon’hle Nawah, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpuiguri 
rum i)arje<ding (Muhammadan).] 

Mustagaswal Huquc, Mr. S\ed. [ Bagerhat (Muhammadan).] 
Mustufa Ali Downn Sahib, Mr. | Bralimanfbaria North (Muham- 
madan).] 


N 

Nandy, the Hon’ihle Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbazar. 

( P res i d e n ey L a n d h o 1 d e rs . ) 

Nasarullnh, Nuwahznda K. [ Brahmanbaria South (Muhammadan).] 
Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. | LM-Parganas South-East (General).] 
Nausher Ali, the Hon’ble Mr. Syed , [ Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 

Natinmddin, the Hon’ble Khawaja Sir, K. C.I.E. [Calcutta North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Niimno, Mr. T. B. (Indiap Jute Mills Association.) ^ 

Nooruddln, Mr. K. [Hooghlv v rum Howrah, Municipal (Mi}h*tii* 

madan).| * ' 
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Pain, Mr. Barada Prosai^na* [Ilooghly cum Howrah 
Municipal (General).] 

.Paiton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar, Kt. (Bengal National Chamber of Com- 
• merce.) 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinieharnn. [Malda (Heueral).] 


R 


Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. | Rujshahi Central (Muham- 
madan).] 

Baikal, The Jlon’ble Mr. Prasaiiiiu Del). [.lalpaigun cum Siliguri 
(General).] 

Rajihuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [ Bogru East (Muhammadan).] 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. |Tfppeia West ( M uhammadun). ] 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishoie. \ Mymcnsingh East 
(General) ] 

Razaur .Rahman Khan, Mr. ( Dan a South Central (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Robb, Mi. J. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Roy, lh\hu Patiram. [Khulna (General).] 

Roy, the 11 on’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh, Kt. (Burdwan 
La nd holders?) 

Roy, Kumai Shib Slu khaieswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Charu (Chandra. [Mymcnsingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [ Dan a East (General), j 
Roji, Mr. Kumalkrishna. | Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kishorf Pati. [Jhargram mm Ghatal (General).] 

Roy, Sir. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General).] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod ChandVa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 


i 


Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan). 
,&afiruddin Ahme*i, Haji. [Raagpur S T orth (Muhammadan). 
Salim, Mr, 8. A. [Narayanganj North (M’uhatpmadan).] 


) 

]• 
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Sanaujlah, Al-Haj Maulana Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muham. 

madan).] • • 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Piesidency Division Municipal 
(General).] 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 

Sarkej*, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Banjan. (Bengal National Cham- 
ber of Commerce. ) 

Sassoon, Mr. It. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, Itai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East 
(funeral). ] 

Serajul Islam, I^r. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahaibuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. [Narayanganj South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabfoazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan).} 
Shamsul lluda, Meulna. [Mvinensingh South (Muhrftnmadan).] 
Sirrgha Babu Kshetra Nath, [ltangpur (General).] 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooara (Western) Tea 
Garden Labour. ] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhruwardy, the Hon ’hie Mr. 11. S. [24-Paiganas Municipal 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Sur, Mr. ITarendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 


T 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).} 
Tapuriali, Itai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpuf (General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham- 
madan).] 


W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 
Walker, Mr. J. R. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 
# We#t, Mrs. Ellen, [im&lo- Indian (Women).] 

Wordsworth, Mr» W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)^ 
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Yusuf ^Lli Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur feast (Muhammadan).] 

Yusuf Mirja. [24-Parganas Central .(Muhammadan).] 

Z 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhurv, Mr. [Molda North (Muhammadan).] 
Znman, Mr. A. M, A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Registered 
Factories) Labour.] 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

(Official Report of the Second Section.) 

Volume LI — No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of Jndia Act, ^935. 

Thk Ashkmiu.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Monday, 
the 9th August, 19: IT. a i 4-4b p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. SjH»akcr (the Double Khan Bahadur M. A/i/ri. II \«^t k. cm.k.) 
in the Chair, the ele\en Hoiflde Miuislei* and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Tour Jf Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

•21. Naurabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : («> Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department U 
pleased to state whether it in a tact — 

t*) that there is a standing order that tin* office of the Marriage 
Registrar should he made popular ; ami 

• 

(it) that the Inspector-frencral of Registration issued a circular 
that Muhammadan Marriage Registrars should tour through- 
out -their jurisdiction to jcopulurise the registration of 
marriage ? 

# 

(b) Will the llon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether any order 
has recently been issuer! by the Inspector-Oeneral of Registration 
pcojnbiting the Muhammadan Marryige •Registrars from towing # or 
attending any branch Office within their jurisdiction? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Aug., 


(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be. pleased* to state on what authority has an order been issued by the 
District Sub-Registrar of Dacca prohibiting the liuhammaiUn 
Marriage Registrars from*, attending branch offices within their 
jurisdiction ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) ( i ) and («) 

Yes. 

(b) No; the Muhammadan Registrars are, however, not allowed to 
open branch offices without obtaining previous orders in each case. 

(c) Fo order has been issued by the District Sub-Registrar of Dacca 
prohibiting the Muhammadan Registrars from attending branch offices 
opened with proper sanction. The District Registrar, however, in 
exercise of the authority vested in him by section 17 of Act I, B.C. of 
1876, directed the dosing of branch offices the term of sanction of which 
has expired and warned the Muhammadan Registrars against the 
consequences of attending unauthorised branch offices. 


Leave of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

•22. Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state whether Muhammadan Marriage Registrars are entitled 
to casual leave and to enjoy the public and local holidays? 

(b) If so, will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether they 
have to take j^rmission tor leaving their headquarters during such 
holidays? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 


Leave rules applicable to menials. 

•23. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department aware that the leave rules applicable to 
menials ure different from those applicable to other Government 
servants? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of making the leave rules uniform ? 

MINISTER in ohai*. of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tb. Han’M. 
Mr. NaNni Ran) an garkar) : (a) Yes, there are differences. 

(b) No such proposal is under the consideration of Government. 
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Mr. IYN JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: Will the Hon’tye Miniatejr 

'.pleaeed to iUI« whether Government oonsider the desirability ' of 

‘sing away with these differences? 

« • 

Tht Hoit'bJt Mr. NALINI RAN4AN SARKIR: I cannot say 
my thing- in this connection just now. 


Mr. SIBHATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
o state whether Government consider it necessary to abolish the dis- 
criminations and distinctions at the earliest possible date? 


Tht Hon’blt Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER: 1 am tumble to 

ay anything just now. 


Number of Muslims in different services under the Agriculture 
and Industries Department. 

•24. Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Will the 
llon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries 1 m* pleased to .state — 

{n the huiiiImt of Mu-litns in different services under that Depart- 
ment in each district, throughout the province; and 

(/ft the proportion of Muslims in those services compared with the 
strength of the members of other communities^ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur K. H^bibullah, of 
Dacca): I / ) and (i/)*The information required is being collected and a 
reply will In* coninuuin ated to the member us mioii us it has been 
received. 

Mr. SJ4AH SYED COLAM BAR WAR H08AINI: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the approximate time when the required 
information can 1m* collected 

The Hon'We Nawab Bahadur K. HABIBULLAH, of Duo.: A. .oon 
as possible. 


8oM« of pay of the European and Indian tuohera in Ewopun Softools 

in CakwtU.* 

■ *28. KhM BahUur MOHAMMED ALI: («) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleaeed to state 
.whether it ie a fact that European agd Indian teachers in Earopean 
ocboolg in Calcntta get different acalee of pay? 
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(b) If yie answer to (a) is in t he affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state tbe reason for this differentia) treatment? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister propose taking steps to remove this 
discrimination ? 

The Hoifble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) Yes. 

(h) The reasons are of a multifarious character. Briefly, the scales 
vary in different schools, for different subjects and also on account of 
fluctuations in the finances of particular schools. There are cases in 
which Indian teachers are in receipt of more pay than their Anglo- 
Indian Colleagues. 

(c) No action is Tailed for. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any difference in the matter of leave 
and other things between European and Indian teachers in European 
schools ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Mr. AHMED ALI: Will the Hon’hlo Minister be pleased to state 
how many such eases there are in which Indian teachers have received 
greater salaries than the European and Anglo-Indian teachers? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not gone into details 
and it is very difficult to say offhand. 


Hours of work and living wages of the employees of the Calcutta shops, 
business firms and merchant offices. 

•2B. Mr. AFTAB ALI: (a) Is the Tl on* hie Minister in charge of 
the Commerce and Labour Department aware — * 

(/) that the assistants and employees of the Calcutta shops, busi- 
ness firms and merchant offices have to w r ork for 12 hours 
on un average per day in a seven -day week ; 

(ti) that they have to work even on Sundays and other gazetted 
holidays ; and ^ 

(iii) that they are not given leave on average pay or any overtime 
pay for working extra hours on siiecified occasions''? 

* 

(b) Do the Government propose devising ways and means for regu- 
lating \heir hours of work hud a minimum living wage in the i^ereet 
of their health and Efficiency ? 
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MINISTER in chargt «f COMMERCE UKf LABOUR # DEPART- 
MENT (th*Hoft*bl« Mr. H. S. Stihrawarty): (a) I am aware that cotfdi* 
tiona of yerviee of the persons mentioned are generally by no means satis- 
factory; «but unfortunately I am unable ’to deal with these conditions 
as this particular kind of employment does not fall within thjp purview 
of the Factories Act, U).‘l4; nor is it governed by any of the Acts under 
the administrative control of the Commerce and Labour Department. 


ih) As will he evident from my answer to the previous question, 
there are no such {UojMtsals in my dejnurtnient, but I would welcome 
any helpful suggestions for ameliorating the conditions of this class of 
workers. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: Will the llon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
whether he will not take any action ut all till a suggestion is made? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I think I have already 
pointed out suflirienth well that the department cannot take any action 
because this matter does not tall within the purview’ of this de|mrtment. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to say whether he is prepared to amend the Factories Act 
so that these persons may be included iu that Act? 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That question does not 
arise. It is a question for action and not for information. 

e 

Khan Bahadur .MOHAMMED ALI: Does the Hon'ble Minister 
mean to say that the amelioration of the condition of the shop assistants 
is no concern of his department? 

The .Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is no concern of my 
department but from a humanitarian point of view I will welcome any 
helpful suggestion for ’ameliorating the condition of this class of people. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he intends to set up an enquiry eommittee to enquire 
into the conditiqns of work of this class of people ? 

Thi Hoii’blb Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not propose appoint- 
.ing any committee. 

Khn Batadur MOHAMMED ALI: WjU the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleoeed to state whetljpr it i. in contbmpf.tion to amend the fai UXii* 
to include these people whc^are suffering? • 
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The Hop’bf. Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAROYl I am afraid no amend- 
ment of the Factories Act is possible which will include the shop 
assistants and assistants employed in merchant offices; special^ legisla- 
tion will be necessary to include this class of people. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased ter state whether he will not deal with the matter without a 
suggestion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHBAWARDY: I have so suggested in 

my answer to the question. 


Establishment of Debt Conciliation Boards in Murshidabad and other 
districts in Bengal. 

*27. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (’o-o|»erutivc ('red it and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleused to state why the Debt C'oueiliation Hoard has not so long 
been established in the district of Murshidabad? 

(b) Is it not a fact that such Ixnirds have been established in other 
districts in Hcngal? 

(c) Has the llon’hle Minister received any instruction from the 
district authorities or other prominent persons of the district on the 
question of the establishment of the hoard in Murshidabad? 

(<f) Is the llon'ble Minister considering it desirable to introduce 
immediately Debt Settlement Hoards in the district 'of Murshidabad? 

MINI8TER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 

Mullick): (,/) In the opinion of local officers the scarcity which had 
prevailed rendered conditions unfavourable for. the establishment of 
Debt Settlement Hoards in Murshidabad. 

(b) Yes; in 20 other districts. 

(c) Yes. 

( d ) Yes; as soon as formal proposals are received from the local 
offi cei*s. 

v Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 put a supplementary. 

question to question No. 27 ? # 

.Mr, SPEAKER; 1 havte alieady called t^e next question ; m • 
question No. 27 js over and no further questions can now be allowed. 
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•IS. ‘JUr. DHANANJOY ROYS With-* reference to the reply given 
oo the 11th November, 1936, to clause (if) of unstarred question No. 10, 
will the 'Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Deportment be 
pleased to state whether the financial condition of the Government hot 
since improved. 

MINISTER in charga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bta 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): As the Hon’ble Member 
will have already learned from the Budget Speech of my #hon’ble 
colleague, the Finance Minister, there has been e^pio improvement in 
the finances of Bengal since last November. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI* With respect to question No. (//), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he hag received nny 
definite proposal from the District Officer of Mursbidabud ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Not yet. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he haw any consultation with the district authorities 
over this matter Y . 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. 

Maulvi ABDULBARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
stale at what time does he expect the Debt Settlement Board will be 
established in the district of Murshidabad Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK • As soon ag 

proposals are received from District Officers. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what he means by “us soon as” anc? what is the length of timef' 

Mr# SPEAKER: 1 would ask you to draw your own conclusions. 

Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the feon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate whether there is any improvement in the position of the financdb 
in regard to the Judicial Department Y 

Tht Hon'bft Nawab MUBHARRtfrF HOI$A|N, Khan rfahadur: 

for notice.. • ‘ • 
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. Dr. N4JLINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, what is your point of order? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What I wanted from you was 
whether !• was entitled to ask my friend questions in connection with a 
supplementary question. It was ruled that members cifn question of 
the members who put series of questions to the Hon’ble Minister. I 
was just going to ask if it was in the knowledge of member . 

Mr. SPEAKER:^ 1 would like to know under what rule you ask 
a question to a member. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rule 24 says that a question may 
be asked for obtaining information on a matter of public concern of 
the particular member to whom it is applicable. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that interpretation is correct. I 
do not think tluit. the rules are intended in any way to put questions to 
any member. Once \ou do that the Legislature will do nothing but 
ask questions and cross questions. I do not think that question 
arises. Hut I shall look into the matter again. 


8hort notice question. 

<* 

Mr. 8YED JALAIUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
handed over a short notice question and 1 would like to know whether 
that question has been admitted or not and I would like to have your 
ruling considering the urgent \ of the matter. 

C Mr, SPEAKER: Y ou handed it over to mo about b o’clock and 
I hope you will give a little time to the department concerned to 
consider the matter, but in any case in spite of the shortness of the 
time this matter lias been considered. I find, while I do not say 
anything about the merit of the question, that the form in which you 
have put it is entirely out of order bv the conventions which have been 
followed in this House. No member can put a question based purely 
on newspaper report unless he takes the responsibility as to the facta 
of the matter. If you put your question in a manner based upon 
actual knowledge or on vour responsibility, you may do so and I 
would Vequeat you to remodel the question ai^ then yon can put it/ 
I must also tell yo if that a short notice question can only be put 
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the consent of the Minister concerned. I do not think it%is possible 
for this department to have such electrical devices by which von f*nn 
quickly, within the course of an hour or .two, get an answer 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I would remodel the 
question. 


Application for leave of absence by certain members. 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: This item was on the Agcmfft hut in view of the 
importance of the debate we are going to have over the priority resolu- 
tion I am not taking up this item now I propose to take it up some 
time next week. 

The House will now proceed with the discussion on the priority 
resolution. 

A member from tho Congress benches: Sir. may I know what 
happened to the short notice question which I wanted to put at this 
meeting? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that the time at the disposal of 
the House should he utilised in taking up a question of the nature ns 
this who h nun ven well !»«• put to the Hon'hle Minister-in-ehurge 
and the time of llu^I louse ma\ he linis saved. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

RESOLUTIONS 

(on matters of General Public Interest). 

Rai HAREVlDRA NATH CHAUDlfURI. Sir, 1 heg to move that 
• this Assembly is of opinion that all persons who were not convicted and 
Sentenced after open trial and have yet been detained or interned, kept 
t|| custody or otherwise placed under restraint, or suffering restrictions 
On their personal liberty under executive orders, whether nadir Regu- 
Jfftion III of 1818, or the Bengal Criminal La# Amendment Act of 
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1925, or Oidinance I of 1930, or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act of 1930, or the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act ’of 
1932, or the Special Powers Ordinance of 1932, or the Public Security 
Act of 1932 should be immediately released and all restrictiohs placed 
upon their liberty be forthwith removed. 

Sir, if there is one question over which the public mind of Bengal 
is more exercised than over any other, I think it is the question .of the 
detention of persons without trial and the arbitrary restriction of 
popular liberty which has assumed so devastating proportions in Bengal. 
Just imagine, Sir, for a moment that under one of the Acts referred to 
in this ^solution, namely, the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1930, more than 8*500 persons have been dealt with between 1930 and 
1936 and more persons have been dealt with since then. Let me, Sir, refer 
to the latest report available to me on the administration of the Police 
Department in the Presidency of Bengal, viz., the report for the year 
1935 — for in the absence of any answer to my question on the subject 
I can only refer to this somew’hat stale report. The report says that 
“3,513 persons have been dealt with under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1930, of whom 202 were released and 24 have died,” 
i.e., have been releused by death. “Under Regulation III of 1818, 21 
persons have been dealt with, of whom 3 have been released and one has 
died.” The only later figures that are available are the figures that 
were published a few months ago, I believe, in the putdic press. These 
figures, I believe, were bused on a certain portion of the report on the 
general administration of the Presidency of Bengal for the year 1935-36. 
From these figures we learn that by the end of 1935-30 there were 
about 1,200, to be precise 1,180, detenus in jails ^pnd camps and 308 
were in home domicile as against 890 or rather 900 in village domicile. 
Since then, of course, we have heard, only heard, that more detenus 
have been released, hut we have not been enlightened as to the inexact 
number, and even if we assume that there have been a few hundred 
more releases since the report referred to, the number of detenus now 
detained in camps and jails must exceed at least 25 per cent, of the very 
large number of men and women who have been dealt with under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Acf and, Sir, another 25 per cent, must be 
in village or home domicile. So nearly 50 per cent, of the men hitherto 
dealt with under the Criminal Law Amendment Act are still in detention 
and are rotting in different jails and camps and in insanitary and out- 
of-the-way villages and so-called home domicile, and they do not know 
Sir, wken their misery is going to end. Many have died in detention 
aid many driven to desperation, have committed suicide, matfy have* 
gone mad and are now accommodated in lunatic asylums, yet the Home 
Minister is not in a position to release these detenus; and any urgent 
call for\heir release is only met Vith a definite denial at l®hst to 
date. In these ‘circumstances tbere is only one oottrs* open to ui*> 
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namely, to bring this resolution before the House. It has been inter- 
preted, Sir, that this resolution is aimed at the Ministry, ‘that is,, ft 
has been conceived in some way or other to censure the present 
Ministry. But let me say, Sir, at the outset that it is furthest from 
my intention. It is rather to strengthen the hands of the present 
Ministry, that this resolution has been brought forward. The other 
day the Hon’ble Mr. Failul Huq referred to certain difficulties in 
the way and he gave a broad hint that the difficulties were placet! by 
the services. Sir, it is really amaging to hear such a plea from the 
Chief Minister of Bengal. Our idea is that the Ministers are there on 
the Treasury Benches to serve the j>eople uud not to consider insuperable 
the difficulties placed in their way by the services. Sir, even ajfer that 
observation by the Hon’ble Chief Minister I thougty that there was not 
only scope hut it was our bounden dut\ to bring forward this resolu- 
tion. not for any ulterior purpose but just to strengthen the hands of 
the Hon’ hie Mr. Fazlul Huq who often says that he is quite prepared to 
stand by his election pledges, which include the release of the detenus. 
It is just to strengthen the hands of the present Ministry and not us 
I have said with any other ulterior object in view t hut I move this 
resolution. Sir, as I have said at t lie outset, the people of Bengal 
attach more importance to the question of the release of detenus than 
to any other question; they do not attach so much importance even 
to the question of provincial autonomy. And I think, Sir, they rightly 
do so, for civil liberties must precede any form of democratic Govern- 
ment. All democratic nations were assured of their civil liberties long 
before they had democratic Government in the fullest sense of the 
term. In England, Sir, they began to secure their civil liberties early 
in 13th century and we need not remind the Home Minister that the 
Magna Churtu preceded t lie Model Parliament at least h\ about 70 or 
80 years. All other measures which have ensured civil liberties of 
the English people, namely, the Petition of Rights, the Bill of Rights 
and the Habeas Corpus Act — all these measures are measures of the 
lGth ceiiFury, whereas measuren for Parliamentary reform, whether 
the first Reform Act of, 1832 or the 2nd Reform Act of lH(j7 or the 3rd 
Reform Act, of 1884 — all these measures are 10th century measures; 
so the people can wait for a democratic form of Government in the 
fullest sense of the term; but no self-respecting people can afford to 
wait in the matter of having their civil liberties assured. Now, Sir, 
the position in Bengal is this; In 1818, the Regulation that provided 
for interference with civil liberty vested the power of restraint in the 
Governor Genefel and during these 119 # years what we saw was that 
instead of liberty broadening down from precedent to precedent wn 
have got restrictions upon restrictions, in fact tbe power of restricting 
civil liberty has been actually brought down ip the ground. Now under 
‘the Suppression of theJTerrorist Outrages Act and the Public Security 
4fct n ot only the rulers of the district^ and subdivisions but even their 
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lubordinat^s have got the power to issue restrictive orders and nobody 
known how many such restrictive orders have been issued* I am per- 
fectly sure that the Home Minister is not in a position to say how many 
such orders have been issue'd under the Public Security Act or the 
Terrorist.Suppression Act by the subordinate officers in the mufassal. 
Apart from these innumerable cases of restrictions on private liberties, 
we find that the major cases dealt with under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act now come up to 3,549 or rather 3,000; and as I said before, 
25 per cent, of the persons dealt with under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act are still rotting in different jails and camps and in village 
and home domicile. When such is the fact, Sir, people cannot afford 
to wuiWonger, cannot afford to wait for the release of the detenus till 
it pleases the executive Government to move. They must urge their 
proposition that the detenus must be released immediately and forth- 
with. In some quarters it is thought that the release of detenus means 
to release them from jails and camps and to transfer them to home 
domicile or village domicile. Sir, that does not improve matters from 
the point of view of the detenus. That simply releases the burden of 
the Government so far as the detenus are concerned. Hut the detenus 
themselves cannot think that their lot is in any way improved thereby. 
No detenu will consider village domicile as something better than life 
in jail or in detention camp. Sir, in village domicile there is no provi- 
sion even for medical treatment. It is m\ information that the 
Government have stopped the provision for medical treatment of persons 
in village domicile or internees in spite of the fact that they are interned 
in remote and unwholesome places. 

Then as regards those who have been sent to home domicile, their 
number is pretty large. They are placed in Miuh a position thereby 
that they cannot even earn their livelihood. The result is what was 
the burden of the Government is thrown upon a helpless family; and 
the tragedy enacted by the restrictive conditions imposed upon persons 
transferred to borne domicile is that the very persons who would have 
helped their families in their want and distress have been made so many 
burdens of their families. That is the upshot of the fine arrangement 
of transferring a man from camp or jail to home domicile. ‘That is why 
I suggest that you should release all the detenus and not only release 
them but release them unconditionally and without any restriction. 
What release upon “condition” means I can only explain by quoting 
a specific instance and here is the instance of Benoyendra Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri : 

• » 

“Benoy Rabu is the eldest son of his father. He was arrested 
itnder Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act on the 19th April, 1930. 
Two years after, he was released only to be rearrested under Regulation 
III of 1818 and detained in Rajamandry Jail, Madras. There he 
became seriously ill. A Medical* Board was appointed to examine him. 
The Board reported that the c$se might turn fatal any moment 
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recommended his release. His father also, having been informed of all 
tb$se, submitted several applications, one after another, which however 
ended in his conditional release. Under fhe condition he had to go to 
German^ a at his own costs and stay there feV treatment at his own costa. 
When his resources were exhausted and his father could not recoup the 
same, h# asked for permission to return home which wa$ refused. 
Benoy Baku, however, had no alternative but to return to India. On 
bis return to his motherland under the circumstances, he was arrested 
under Bengal Criminal law Amendment Act and sent to l)eoli Camp. 
It is reported that his condition is taking a bad tutu there.” 

Such is the unfortunate result of a conditional release. 

Permit me. Sir, to refer to a case of "home domicile.” Here is an 
appropriate case to refer to— the case of Mr. AkhiT Ghosh. 

‘‘Akhil Balm received an injury in the right ankle in Hijli Camp in 
November, itkM. lie was .suffering front excruciating pain in the ankle 
and made several petitions for proper treatment, but authorities paid 
no heed to them. His temperature, in the meantime, got irregular and 
there was slow rise towards the owning. The medical officer did not 
take any notice of it and he (Akhil Halm) at last violated the rule of 
the Camp by refusing his diet. He was convicted for that for nine 
months’ rigorous imprisonment and transferred to M ulna pore Central 
Jail for treatment. On the expiry of the conviction he was sent to the 
Presidency Jail , Hospital as a suspected case of pulmonary T.B. 
Dr. 1). C. Chakra wit\ examined his ankle and found it a case of lsmy 
ginwth after an injury lung uncaied lor Uis ankle has now lieen 
permanently, deformed and kis weight of IMlb, in the Midnapore 
Central Jail stands reduced to HJ lb. < >ii 'Jml Aptil, IffJT, be was 
suddenly tiuiisferrel? to borne domicile that is without allowance for 
himself, and without any allowance fot the family The family again 
has no means to meet the cost of the special medicines and special diet 
necessary for him 

Such Is the case of one home domiciled. 


1 have in my resolution proposed that all rest lict ions placed ujsm 
these men should be forthwith removed for release under conditions is 
a much more punitive thing. Here is o.case in point: 


“Mr. Natendra Nath Dass was convicted in the civil disobedience 
movement and notice was served on him to show cause why his pleader’s 
license should not Ik* cancelled. Cause shown the Ifou'hlc High Court 
granted him permission to carry on his profession. Then his house and 
.the house of his maternal grandmother were searched and a ryclostyl*»d 
booklet was % seized from the latter house. He was prosecuted for 
that and sentenced by the Subdi visional Officer of Contai to C months’ 
rigorous imprisonment. On appeal die was acquitted. Soon* aftey a 
restraint order under hie Bengal Suppression of Terroi^st Outrages Act 
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was served on him, restraining him to live in a limited area of hig 
village and depriving him thereby of his income from leg^l profession. 
He gets no Government allowance. 

Natendra Babu is required to attend twice a week the thana which 
is ten miles away from his village and when once he failed to attend on 
account of a sudden attack of fever he was again sentenced to 6’ months* 
rigorous imprisonment. The Hon’ble High Court on appeal reduced 
the sentence to a fine of Rs, 25 only.” 

After such cases one can only conclude that these releases with 
restrictions are meant simply to recover the detenus as prisoners in jail. 
There can be no other purpose of releases with such restrictions — 
restrictions as cannot be complied with humanly speaking. 

fn this connection I would refer to a speech of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister rnude a few days ago at Barisal. I would not have referred 
at all to it but for the fact that the speech disclosed a regrettable 
change in the angle of vision. In that speech he said that the question 
of detenus was a question that affected a few hundreds or a few 
thousands. But now having seen the other side of the shield he has 
got to see to the security of 5 crores of inhabitants of Bengal. This is 
really a standpoint which can never be taken by a non-official member: 
from such a standpoint only diehard bureaucrats ever spoke. The 
question of detention, Sir, is not a question that really affects a few 
hundreds or thousands. So long ns a single person is detained without 
trial, the liberty and freedom of 50 millions of the people of Bengal 
stand jeopardised. Sir, it is simph for that reason that people in all 
democratic countries attach more value to personal and civil liberty 
than even to parliamentary franchise. One must enjoy the human 
privilege first before enjoying a civic or parliamentary privilege. 

Sir, in conclusion, I would request the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, 
if he really has any mind to overcome the difficulties in connection with 
this question, to meet the detenus and to seriously ask them whether 
they are quite prepared to follow their leaders’ lead in non-violence. 
He must he aware that not only the President of the Congress, but the 
President of the B. P. C. C. bus just issued instructions to the B. P. C. C. 
that propaganda for non-violence should be considered a special feature 
of Bengal’s Congress activities. In view of such a welcome attitude 
on the part of the Congress leaders. Sir, and in the face of these pro- 
nouncements, I think the Chief Minister can well afford to turn a new 
chapter in the history of Bengal and to release the prisoners who had 
never been tried or charged or given any opportunity to defend them- 
selves and thus to restore the civil liberty of which the people of Bengal 
h^ve been deprived so ruthlessly and so long. 

In conclusion, I once more repeat that this resolution,™ not at all 
aimed at the Ministry. This resolution has been brought forward in 
pursuance of public demands and just to strengthen the hands of the 
present Ministers and there is no other ulterior motive behind sit. 
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Mr. SPEAKER I Notices of amendment* have been given and I 
propose that those amendments should be moved now. Afterwards tM 
reeblution as well as the amendments will.be open for discussion.. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I rise on a point 

of order? It is not an amendment. It will have a negative* effect to 
my resolution so I submit that this amendment cannot lie moved. My 
resolution says that “all restrictions placed upon their liberty'be forth- 
with removed/’ but this amendment says that “all restrictions placed 
upon their liberty removed in so far as such orders may be consistent 
with public safety.” This means that the amendment does not want 
that all restrictions should he forthwith removed. I submit, Sir, that 
this proposition cannot he moved as an amendment as it askf for a 
negative vote. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry I cannot agree to the point of view 
of Rai Hurendra Nath ('haudhuii. His argument is that this amend- 
ment is entirely of a negative character to the substantive motion. 1 
could have undersUxal if this would have an altogether negative force 
to the present resolution. Hut so long as there is a common factor on 
the question of release, in between the terms of the amendment and 
the resolution, I cannot hold that it is of a negative character. In that 
view' this amendment is in order, ami Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed 
Muhammad Afzal may move it. 

Mr. 8YEDMAUU.UDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 

I have given notice of a motion. The motion that stands in my name 
is more definite, more explicit and more comprehensive, and 1 there- 
fore claim priority before the other mot urns are taken up. 

m 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou can raise that point when we take up your 
amendment. For the time being 1 have called upon the proposer of the 
first amendment to move his motion. 

Mr. OTEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir, 1 would like to move a rider 
to the first amendment ^hat is on the agenda paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid all riders are in the nature of amend- 
ments and I can only admit riders or amendments, in whichever term 
you may call them, if you give notice in proper time. Fnfortunately 
you have given no notice and us such it is difficult for me to admit it 
at this stage. 

• 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
Sir. The amendment which the honourable member has been permitted 
to move diffefs from the amendment on the agewla, It says that in 
.the last two lines for the words “should be 'immediately re lea yd and 
all restrictions placed %pon their liberty be forthjvith^ removed” the 
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following be substituted, namely — “should be released and all restric- 
tions placed upon their liberty removed as soon as possible in so far 
as such orders may be consistent with public safety/’ but he seems 
to have rend out something'* different. 

Mr. 8>EAKER: Khan Sahib, will you please read out your amend- 
ment ? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL* Sir, niv amend- 
ment reads as follows That in the last two lines for the words 
“should he immediately released and all restrictions placed upon their 

lihei t^he forthwith removed/’ the following be substituted, namely: 

“should be released and all restrictions placed upon their liberty 
removed as early as possible in so far as such orders may be consistent 
with public safety.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I find that the words “as early as possible” do not 
occur in the typewritten copy of the amendment that is before me. 
You can only move your amendment in the form in which it occurs in 
the list. But as your amendment now contains the words “as earlv r as 
possible,” you cannot move il in that form. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 
Can he amend his amendment without proper notice?' 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I have asked for the original notice to he brought 
to me from my office and if it contains the words “as early as possible” 
and it is found that il is a mistake in my office, then I will permit him 
later on to move it in the form in which he has moved it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: May I point out, Sir, 
that with the permission ot the House an amendment can be modified 
on the floor of the House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : It is entirely within the competence of the 
Speaker to admit an amendment at short notice, and if it is of such 
consequence as vitally affects an issue, then the Chair will consider 
admitting if. That seems to be the present position. So far as the 
amendments are concerned, if you think or anybody thinks that a 
further amendment should be given notice of, it does not debar any 
member from putting forwunl such an amendment if he thinks it 
desirable. ’ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. Having actually moved an amendment in different terms, can a 
member withdraw it and move a second amendment without giving any 
notice? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Dutta Maaumdar, yo \ | have not 
; be^n able to .catch me. I think I have told, the House once before that 
you have always to give allowance for human elements to play. The 
mover liA§ given notice of an amendment ‘and he has read it with the 
addition of works “as early as possible.*' As 1 have said, I have not 
the original notice before me, and 1 have sent for it. If 1 find that it 
contains the words “as early as possible." I shall allow* hin\ to move 
it in that form, as in that case the omission would be found to be due 
to a mistake in my office. Hut 1 have made it cleur that it is open even 
at this stage to put before the Speaker any amendment, and it is the 
duty of the Speaker to consider its admission. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point «>f order, Sir. I)o 
these observations of yours apply to Mr. Khaitau's rider, should he 
choose to put forward one? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, certainly. K\ery member of this Tfouse can 
do so, and Mr. Kluiitan i s certainly included in the “House." 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Spoke in Bengali 

in support of his motion. (In the course of his speech he referred to 
the “Lotus” adopted by the Calcutta University as one of its emblems 
when Mi. Speaker intervened.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. order. I am afraid you are going beyond 
the term*, of \our amendment You should leave the “Lotus” ipiestion 
aside and < online \ ourself to \mn amendment which relates to the 
lelease of detenus, tn^ess vou can “hou me the relevant y of the “Ijotus" 
with tlie present motion. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: (Speaking in 
English )t. Sir, my point is this: That the students of the Muslim com- 
munity appjoaclicd the authorities of the Calcutta Vrmersitv, but for 
some reason they could ‘not comply with their rec|iie*t, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How is that relevant fo the present discussion? 

Khan 8ahib (Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: I was drawing 
a parallel. I was going to show that as the Calcutta University 
authorities couW not accede to the re<ju<At of the Muslim students, so 
also the # present Ministry should not accept the recommendation eora 
lained in the resolution moved by Bui Harendra Nath Chaiidbtiri. That 
is my point. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: of!. then you are ^giving an iflustwtion. 
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Khan Pahlb Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Yes, Sir. 

(The member then continued his speech in Bengali.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. The 
member having spoken in English during the interruptions, it is appa- 
rent that he knows English. Can he, therefore, again speak in Bengali? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If I have to strictly rule it, afc I find that the 
member can speak in English, he therefore ought to speak in English: 
that is the law on the subject. 

Khan 8ahib MUilvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: But, Sir, as 
some of my friends have asked me to speak in Bengali, therefore I must 
speak in Bengali. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think you cannot do that: the 
law is clear on the subject. Please sit down, Khan Sahib, as another 
point of order is going to be raised. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 
It has just been decided in Sind that the interpretation of the statutory 
provision on this subject should be made in this way: a person who 
knows English should be allowed to address in vernacular also, provided 
that he can assure the Speaker that he would give a summary of his 
vernacular speech in English. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : With due deb uence to wliat hu-* been done in 
Sind or in any other province, I think Bengal lias refused to l>e guided 
in matters of judicial or in any other decision by any other province. 
I think Bengal can very well look to herself for her defence. I hold 
that under section 8f> if a member says that he is unacquainted with 
the English language, then, of course, he is entitled to speak in the 
vernacular. But if he gives demonstration of his ability to speak in 
English in this House, as has been given by the Khan Sahib, then he 
must speak in English. 

(Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afznl again continued to 
speak in Bengali.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please address me in finglish? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL:* It is very 
difficult for me to do so, as I am not as learned in English as my friends 
6f the Opposition, and it will be very difficult for me to put forward 
my views adequately: I know some words only of the. English language. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If a member says that he is unacquainted with the 
English language, I shouid not proceed farther; but as he has given 
sufficient demonstration of his ability to speak English, he should speak 
in English. 


Khur Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: I will not 
speak. Sir, any more in English. 


Mr* SPEAKER: 1* or the time being I think you have got to speak 
in English, lterause I found myself that you can very well do it. If 
I find that you cannot speak well in English, then I myself will ask 
you to change over to Bengali. 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. H* 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Could you not interpret the word "unacquainted” as “not sufficiently 
acquainted” ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Not in this case, for I have found the Khan Sahib 
speaking as correct English as you arc doing. 

Mr, M* 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. Who 
will decide whether a member is acquainted with English or uiutcqunint* 
ed with it 'r m 

Mr, 8PEAKER: ft is for the member concerned to say whether 
ho is ucquaiyted or unacquainted with tin* English language. But as 
the Khan Sahib has given visible demonstration of his ability to speak 
in English, he caniflrt say that he is uuaequninted with the English 
language. So, I would again ask him to speak in English. 

(The member again began speaking in Bengali.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: J am very sol iv. Khan Sahib; but 1 have got to 
interpret tin* rules and. once I allow a departure it may be difficult for 
me to control the proceedings. In view of this i once again appeal to 
you to speak in English in as few words ag possible. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, the amend* 
ment to the resolution whic h I have moved is absolutely moderate, and 
my friends of^the Opposition cun safely and contentedly accept it. 
The resolution is that detenus should he released immediately and 
iorthwith. So far as I understand, it will be very difficult for thb 
Cabinet to undertake the responsibility which the Cabinet and members 
on this side of the House apprehend will come in the future. Tha 
* detenus have been in cfcetention for the* lasf 5, 6, or 7 years, and during 
tjy^time we find that the terrorist agitation has stfbsidad. 8o, I think 
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it will not be unfair or unreasonable if we come to the conclusion, which 
I think is a reasonable one* that with the detention of th^ detenus fhe 
terroi'ist movement in Benghl has subsided. Certainly, this has been 
admitted by the leader of fhe Congress. The Leader of the. Congress 
has also said that it will be tKe paramount duty of the Congress to 
preach that the terrorist movement will be of no use, that it* will not 
help the .liberty of the people, or rather it will handicap the liberty 
of the country. After thifi detention of the terrorists in eampR, in jails, 
or in their homes, the Congress has been convinced that these boys 
should be corrected and that propaganda should be made, so that other 
boys may not go astray. That is a good suggestion, Sir. I understand 
that \*hen these Acts were passed there was great agitation in the 
country, so much tfcat there was an apprehension that this very Council 
House might be “capsized.” But, in spite of that agitation, the Acts 
were passed, and the result lias Wen very good. We also find that the 
Congress Party is trying its best for the passing of their resolution 
and we have* moved the amendment. They think that if they can carry 
their resolution the result will be good, the result will be satisfactory*: 
on tbe other hand we think that that will not be satisfactory, that will 
be disastrous, that will be detrimental to the interests of the country. 
So I think that the amendment which we have moved is fair and this 
amendment should be accepted by the party. 


Sir. there is u cry in the country that the present Ministry is doing 
nothing and that the llu<| Ministry should he brought to an end and 
should he driven away from the Cabinet. I do not see any reason why 
this cry is afhmt. There are in other provinces Congress Ministries. 
I like to know from fhe gentleman on fhe opposite what tfiose Ministers 
have done by this time. I think they have not done anything which 
is i.-. the satisfaction of the gentleman opposite and to the satisfaction of 
the gentleman to the Right. I think that the number of detenus 
relensed by the present Ministry of Bengal is more than the number of 
detenus released by the ministries in other provinces. I (kink Sir 
we should not accept their icsolulion, we should think over the matter 
and consider the thins: very carefully, calmly -and dispassionately I 
appeal to the Rent lemon of the House fa flunk the circumstances that 
prevailed in the country some f> or fi yearn hack. Lives were not safe 
but nobody opposed the Congress, nobody spoke against the terrorist 
agitation and the consequences were disastrous and it was for fhe 
welfare of the people that the Acts were passed. 


Sir, I beg to submit that when the Ministry was accented bv Congress, 
gietnbers in other provinces there was some gohntil on Ae very iiret day. 
The Speaker was there, the Cabinet members were there hut the 
M.L.As. and outsiders took possession of the House and ‘some outsiders 
begge. I whether anybody Vas willing to drink and anybody was thirsty 
tn the House itseli. These things were goin/ on and we appreciate 
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these things because they are written in bold type in newspapers and 
we* think thrft these provinces have advanced far because there is (jplnu tJL 
because fhe outsiders took posession of the Rouse. Sir, we do uot want 
that sort *of Ministry. Vs e want a Ministry which will work substan- 
tially and which will do some pood to the country. Certainly, we have 
confidence in the Ministry, and we think that the Ministers will run 
the administration in such a way as the people of the country will be 
satisfied; and if we find that our Ministers are losing our confidence, 
we ourselves will move a “no confidence” motion against the Ministry 
and help our friends opposite in movinp that resolution. \Ve know 
the Act and we know* the section under which that resolution may be 
moved. * 

Sir, as reput'd* the detenu question, I must say that my learned 
friend, the mover of the resolution, sn id that the mandate was that 
we should release the detenus. That i** a fact and we still say that_ 
we will relea.se the detenus. 

(At fhi* stape the member having readied the time-limit, waa 
asked to resume his seat.) 

He having asked for two minutes more 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 an/ afraid it would be impossible for me f onlay 
to extend the- time-limit and 1 would request the different speakers 
who would addiess the House not to place me in a delicate position 
by requesting an extension of the time-limit. 

Mr. SYED JALAtUDDIN HA8HEMY : I lag to move by way of 
amendment to resolution No. tM < hat for the words “immediately 
released” in the penultimate line, the woids “released before the next 
Puja holidays" l>e substituted. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Mr. •lalaluddin Hasbf^ny, I would like to be 
satisfied on ^me point about the amendment vou have moved. The 
effect of your amendment motion to the substantive resolution “should 
be immediately released and ull restrict ions placed upon tlieii liberty 
be forthwith removed” will be “should lie released lie fore the next 
Puja holidays and all restrictions placed uj*m their liberty be forth- 
with removed. ’ I have not lx*en able to understand how you Will be 
able to reconcile these two aspects. % 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY ; This does not come within 
the scope of my amendment, as I have notlw ng to say alx>ut “and all 
restrictions placed upon their liberty be* forthwith removed,* Tlfii 
pQ^Jion should t>e deleted according to, the terms o*f ui£ amendment. 
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. Mr. BREAKER: You want to substitute “released before the next 
Puja 'holidays” in place v,of “immediately released.” *But do you 
realise that the effect will be that the other part “and all restrictions 
placed upon their liberty be forthwith removed” remains?. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, Sir, that does 
remain. -My amendment ends with the first part. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry I do not understand. Your amend- 
ment is that only the words “immediately released” be substituted by 
the words “released before the next Puja holidays.” It leaves the 
other j^art of the substantive motion intact. I want to know without 
operating upon thfe last part which requires immediate release how 
can you make an amendment to the first part and extend the time- 
limit. I think the resolution will be an incongruous one. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My amendment is that 
they should be released before the next Puja holidays and the other 
words “and all restrictions placed upon their liberty be forthwith 
removed” do not arise at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Y our amendment is that the words ‘‘immediately 
released” be substituted by the words “released before the next Puja 
holidays.” You do not want to change the latter part of the sentence. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is well-known 
that after release of detenus, persons are kept under restriction and 
the intention of Mr. Jalaluddin Ilashcmy's amendment is that they 
should be released before the Puja vacation and no more restriction 
be placed upon their liberty. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar is very ingenuous, but I must say 
that it is not the intention of the mover. The intention of the mover 
is that they should be released before the Puja holidays, but so far 
as the second part goes, he does not say anything about, it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of what is 
actually going on in the province, this resolution has been moved and 
this amendment has been brought forward. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If a member wants to move an amendment in a 
form which makes it meaningless, it is very difficult to do anything 
short of disallowing it outright. I have not disallowed it but have 
given him an opportunity to move it, but this incongruity is a factor 
which 'should W fcakeu not£ of *bv the mover ^n moving this amend- 
ment. 
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Mr, 8Y£D JALALUODIH HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir , it really 
gives me pain to move my motion to-day, the 9th of August, 19d7. 

I hope and hope very stiongly that these detenus will be released 
within {be first week of October. Sir, the matter of releasing these 
detenus has been discussed 'on the floor of this House on more than 
one occasion and if I remember aright, 1 had the opportunity of 
discussing the matter here on the floor of this House on more than 
one occasion. Sir, I expected at that time that I could get no mercy, 
no consideration from the then Cabinet consisting of the Ministers and 
the Members of the Executive Council. Sir, after the inauguration 
of the Government of India Act, 19df», and after the Ministers took 
the responsibility of go\erning this province, it was naturally my 
expectation that the Ministers would release these* detenus an soon as 
they take upon themselves the res|K>nsibility of discharging their 
duties as responsible Ministers of this province. Sir, the amendment 
nun ed by my friend to my left, in my opinion has absolutely no 
meaning. Sir, it was the same language, the same interpretation that 
was given by the then Ministeis and Meiul>ers of the Kxeeutive Couneil. 

Sir. this amendment, I mean “in so tar as sueh orders may be con- 
sistent with public safety” is so vague, so meaningless, so elastic, 
that it convex s practically no meaning to the members of this legis- 
lature. The question of detention was not tin* action of the present 
Ministers at all. They bad no responsibility nor had the desire to 
regain these voting men prior to (lo ir taking over charges ns Ministers. 

It xx as natural lv foi every sane, every reasonable man of Bengal, bo 
he * » f any community , to expect that them* Ministers will begin with 
new ideal, new vigour and new energy as fur as it was jtossildc for 
them to keep their names intact as popular Ministers. r l lie more I 
think of their action the more l am disappointed that they have taken 
the very self-same attitude with regard to this matter which was taken 
by their predecessors. 

Sir, with regard to the quest inn that has been raised by my friend 
that this is a matter which involves the “Huq Ministry” of Bengal, 

I must sax —if I am allowed to say— that it is absolutely inconsistent, 
it is absolutely absurd that it has anything to do with the *’Huq 
Minist r\ or any mcml>er of the f'nhineU. I must make it absolutely 
clear to my friends to mv right and to nix friends to my left that it 
is not a matter of confidence or “no confidence” in the ('ubinet niemWra 
or in a particular Minister or Ministers. It is a simple question of 
popular dernanjj, it is a simple question from humanitarian point of 
view. 

. • i 

It is simple question of political demand. It is a question of simple 
humanitarian point of view. These people are detained without trial, 
some f<tr more than five and half years rfind some for more than $me n apd 
half years and somebody says more than 1 It mig^t be. I do not 
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know umfcr what circumstances and on what ground they raise 
the question of confidence or no-confidence in the Ministers. It is a 
simple question of releasing the detenus. Can anybody doubt the 
sincerity of what little is being considered, but I have nothing to say 
about it. These detentions have so weakened them that they would 
not be of any danger to Government. The change of Government came 
but the change did not come so far as to detention of persons without 
trial is concerned. Can anybody in the course of two or three years, 
who is put in prison, lose his interest in the country, I, suggested this 
amendment in the interest of the country, in the interest of the 
Ministers themselves and in the interest of the popularity of Ministers. 
I hop#*that they will come forward to consider the release of these 
young men who have reasonable grounds for being released and most 
of them, I am sure, are innocent. In my speech I said and I still 
maintain that most of the detenus are innocent. If the entire body of 
these detenus are not innocent, I can say at once that at least 50 per 
cent, of them whom I happen to know are innocent. I do not know 
under what circumstances they have been restricted and detained with- 
out trial. If this Ministry is a popular Ministry and if they come 
forward to bring out even one of the detenus and try them, there would 
be no trouble. If every one of them is placed before two judges and 
they are satisfied, can anybody tell the Ilon'ble Minister anything ? In 
case these two judges refuse to interfere and -even recommend detention 
without trial, I do not know how it is possible for anybody to accuse 
the Minister. 1 know the wa\s of the Special Branch of the Calcutta 
Police and the Special Branch of the Bengal Police . This department 
must he maintained and to maintain this department they must have 
work and work to go on. I know from personal experience the ways of 
the police and how the\ try to manufacture evidence and by this they 
try to swell the number of detenus. If any Hon’ble Minister can 
courageously take into his hand the question of the methods which some 
officers of t he Special Branch indulge in, 1 say with a sense of respon- 
sibility even he will find that t hex introduce revolvers and thereby show 
that almost every man is implicated in it. I submit, I know one 
particular young man of Dinajpur was given a revolver and 
arrested. The poor fellow has not got any facility to he brought to 
Calcutta for trial. I know of one more. The other day I referred in 
the course of my speech to one Maulvi Akram Khan who was placed 
under detention and that poor fellow had been restrained. I knew him 
from my boyhood and 1 do not know why and under what circumstances 
he was kept under detention iif Deoli ('amp. He is nowVeduced to such 
an extent that at his residence restrictions have been placed upon him % 
Restrictions have been placed upon those who have been pleased. The 
question of confidence or no-confidence in Ministers has been raised on 
tfwe sentiments of some of the members who try Jo exploit and demands* 
of release have been "made by my friends. 1 must say and make it clear 
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that I do not belong to the Congress and I belong to the Pruja-Krwhafc 
Party, and do not make this an issue of no-confidence in the Minister*. 
I must also declare that I heard in the course of the discussion thsit my 
friends teve unnecessarily brought this rto-ronfidence issue on them, 
and I must warn my friends to my right that they take upon themselves 
the responsibility of no-confidence in themselves. I have suggested 
before that it is a very simple issue for every human being tp ask the 
authorities to release the persons who are detained without trial. It 
is not a very big task for the administration of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq who happens to be the first Premier of the New Constitu- 
tion. On more than one occasion he promised to consider the question 
of detenus and in his programme of t ho election campaign he iikued a 
manifesto of the Praju Party to release all the political prisoners. I 
observe that Secretaries are here and I ask them to come forward and 
say whether this is a big task. On even issue it is said that the 
Ministry is not tenable. The Mim*tr\ consists of Hindu und Muslim 
Ministers together. Wh\ it is believed that a Muslim Minister is going 
to be established. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister not only to the 
Home Minister but to uil the Ministers particularly to reconsider the 
matter, and I also request them to revise the decision on the Hoor of this 
House and let them come forward and say that they have got a better 
mentality than that of the Premier, and his predecessor Sir Robert Reid. 
Let them say that Ministers are there and that this (iovernment is by 
the people, fojr tin* people and of the people. Let them say that they 
will not submit to the dictatorship of the head of the Special Hrtincli. 

I know that if they do not agree lhe\ will m»\ that the\ have been over- 
powered, particularly bv the head of the Special Branch. My proposi- 
tion is simple. Let the detenus be released. 1 will give them one 
month more time, say November, then 1 would allow them to say that 
it is the policy of (iovernment to release some of the prisoners -my 
friends over there. 1 do not know the exact number. It is our duty 
to release them at once. As a matter of fact, the\ would not be all 
political Offenders and this should be done only to prove that they are 
popular Ministers. Possibly there max be 2,000 detenus in several 
detention camps. If they came out. do they think that they will over- 
throw the (iox’ern merit of Bengal, overthrow this Ministry. Are the 
Ministers so weak that t Lex would resign - 

A member: -On a point of order, Sir, May 1 know whether the 
speaker is discussing his own motion or the general principles of the 
whole motion. * 9 

e 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you can draw \ our own romd union* 

Mr. EYED JALAt^UDDIN HASHCMY:* I know that Ministers Are 

very much agreed to release all political prisoners. # Shvl have followed 

• 
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the mandate of my party. I would request my Moslem friends here 
that they should not be carried away by sentiments that the acceptance 
of my amendment will cause the fall of the Huq Ministry. The ques- 
tion before us is whether the detenus who have been detained without 
any sort of trial should be released within a specified time. I would 
ask them to examine the facts and to scrutinise them carefuHy and if 
they be convinced of the justice of the demand, then I think they will 
fully agree with me. 

Sir, with these words I move by w r ay of amendment that tor the 
words “immediately released”, the words “as early as possible” be 
substituted. 

v 

Mr. 8PEAKE#: I may inform Mr. Hashemy that the words “as 
early ns possible” are not in the notice of amendment which he has 
given. So his amendment will be taken as it has been printed in the 
Agenda paper. (Hear, hear). 

Before I proceed furt her, I would like Jo know the view of the 
Leader of the Opposition as also that of the Leader of the House as to 
whether a time-limit should be fixed, giving the maximum time for this 
resolution, or whether this resolution should be continued till the next 
day which may be fixed for resolutions. 

In this connection, I may draw the attention of the House to the 
provision in section 99 of the Bengal Assembh Buies and Standing 
Orders, under which t lie Speaker may, if he thinks fit, allot the maximum 
limit of time which shall be available for the discus, sion of any resolu- 
tion of a private member on any da\ allotted for the discussion of such 
resolution. Before 1 exercise my right, however, 1 would like to 
ascertain the views of the Leader of the House and of the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so far as' the pro- 
gramme before the House is concerned, this is the only day allotted 
for mm-otficial business and it is the desire of Government to have a 
full discussion of this question and a statement of the Government 
placed before the House and to have a decision of the House, if any 
decision is arrived at, as quickly as possible. We feel, Sir, that a post- 
ponement of this matter may lead to unpleasant consequences. We 
would like to have a discussion — a discussion full and free — and a 
decision, if any decision is to le taken, as quickly as possible. I suggest 
therefore that the motion be discussed and completed this sitjting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bose, do you like that the discussion of this 
resolution should continue fill fh** Next sitting or that it should be* 
finished to-day. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, I agree with^the Chief 
Minister thai; we should finish the discussion and come to a decision, 
if necessary, to-night. We are prepared to* sit beyond 8 o’clock. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. Sir, I have got a lengthy 

statement- to make and I hope you will allow me sufficient time to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nnzimuddin, 1 .shall call on you presently 
to speak. But before 1 finally decide as to the time of sitting I want 
to enquire if you are prepared to sit till 8 o’clock. If that be so, 1 
propose to fix the maximum time at 7-4o, after winch 1 will ^ut the 
motion for the decision of the House. By virtue of the power which 
is vested in me under section Who), the Speaker lflay, in the ease of 
any resolution for the discussion of which he has allotted the maximum 
time under suit-section (/), prescribe a time-limit for speeches shorter 
than that reierred to in that Standing Order — No. 5!>. So after the 
reply of the Ilon'lde Home Minister t will fix the time-limit tor speeches 
at 10 minutes for even speaker with a view to allow members of all 
set turns to partieipate in this debate. 

A member: Sn, what will happen to the non-official resolutions 
which have been tabled!" Will they be shelved or another day be 
gi\en for them!" 

* Jt, 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am sorry 1 have no information on Ihis point. 

1 now (all^npon the Hon’ble Home Minister to make hi* statement. 

The Hon’ble KhWtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN I I am glad to have tins 
opportunity ot plating betore the House the policy of Government in 
connection with the release of detenus. Since the present Government 
assumed office the question of release of detenus hus been the chief 
subject of discussion in the press and platform. 1 feel, therefore, that 
a comprehensive statement on this subject may help in arriving tit a 
sat.stactory solution of the problem. In this connection I would like 
to draw the attention of the members of this House, to a piinled Memo- 
randum, a copy of which, I hope every member of this House 1ms 
received. The Memorandum gives detailed information about 1 1ve 
treatment ot deton us in jails, camps, village domicile and home domicile. 
This has been complied with a view to supply information to the mem- 
bers of the Ildfise and to the general public regarding the conditions 
jiuder which the young men are detained, and the kind of treatment 
they received^at the hands of Government. This, I hope, may help in 
removing some of the adverse impressions which may have been created 
in the minds of the members of this House on account of the writings 
in the press in this connection, • 
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In my, opinion, the^qjjjections raised in connection with the question 
of detenus can be classified under four heads : — 

( 1 ) The first and foremost is that Government has no right to detain 

a person without an -open trial. 

( 2 ) Secondly, that those who are detained under the Bengal* Criminal 

Law Amendment Act under Reguluation III are innocent, 
and are being detained on the reports of informers and 
agents who supply false reports merely to extract money 
from Government. 

( 3 ) Thirdly, there having been no acts of violence during the last 
• year or two and the political situation having changed owing 

to the 'iiaugurat ion of the new constitution, there is no 
* necessity of keeping these; persons under detention. 

( 4 ) Fourthly, Government can release all the detenus immediately 

and if they revert to terrorism again Government have got 
ample powers to take action against them and, if necessary, 
they can take more drastic measures than before. 

So far as the demands that are being made in such volume and with 
such emphasis, merely reflect a naftiral human impulse of the average 
man who would like to see the system of detention without trial ended 
ns soon as possible, there is little to be said. There are very few in any 
community or any grade of society who would not e< ho t hat wish from 
their hearts. 

But it is necessary to go a little deeper and to examine what is stated 
— and, jierhups even more important — what is left unstated in repre- 
sentations that come to Government from thosg who claim to speak 
with a sense of responsibility to society as a whole. 

It is said that 1 he detenus ought to be released at once because they 
are detained without trail. In the same connection it is said that the 
detenus must be presumed innocent because they have not been convicted 
in open court. Now, both these statements are propositions of law; 
but they are not isolated propositions that can stand alone apart from 
the general conception of law to which they belong. They are part of 
ft system of law which presupposes that every free citizen of the State 
has an active share in the responsibility for maintaining not only the 
integrity but also the effectiveness of law in matters fundamental to 
society. That wme conception of law and the rule of law presupposes 
the absence of dire emergency which endangers the law itself. Many, 
unfortunately, have been the eases when informers, approvers, witnesses, 
police officers known to be tracking terrorist conspiracies, and even 
judges have been brutally murdered, who could never have run into 
any danger if there had been no open trial. Even High Court Judges 
have been threatened when considering appeals f^om subordinate courts 
in terrorist cases. 
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These men aie detained without trial £e<&u$e they are believed to 
ha\e set themselves deliberately to undermine' by the use o # f force in 
its most detestable form, the whole structure of ordered Government 
and the 'ordinary processes of criminul justice upon which alone can 
rest the rule of law to which they now appeal. Moreover, not onlv did 
the terrorists set themselves to that task but they deliberately counted 
upon the liberality of the ordinary law to assist their designs. Whether 
or not the detenus are individually associated with that attempt is a 
matter of judgment in each individual case und not a question of prin- 
ciple at all. 

I now turn to the contention that detenus must be presumed to be 
innocent because they have not been convicted in open court# This 
presumption, though by no means universal in civilised countries, is a 
traditional principle of the normal law of England and comgHjucntly 
of British India But what becomes of that principle if its application 
involves grave peril to the normal working of the machinery of justice 
and undermines ordered society itself Y In times of great emergency 
neither individuals nor Government* would survive if they were to 
regulate their conduit b\ the presumption that a man was not only 
innocent but also harmless until he bad been convicted h\ process of 
law. 

Afore* than once in the old Council it has ln»eii stale'll that save 
pei haps in an insignificant proportion of cases the complicity of the 
detenus is beyond ‘doubt . I may inform the House that the same con- 
clusion was leaebed b\ Sn N. (i. ( ’handra\orhnr and Justice (,\ |\ 
Beachcrott, two High Court Judges in 1918. 

They said* aftei an examination of SC H) on**** of internees that in 
only 0 of them did ^e\ think there were insufficient grounds for the 
action taken They went on to say, after this detailed examination of 
individual cases, that they supported the* conclusion formulated pre- 
viously by another committer that revolutionary conspiracies of the 
crimes that had on urred in Bengal could not he < locked by the ordinary 
processes of the law. 

It is true that the above remarks were made by the two High Court 
Judges in 1918 but the principle is the same and the system is such 
that the chances of innocent persons being detained are extremely remote. 
No person is ever detained on the report of a single agent. The in- 
variable practice is to take action only when a number of agents wholly 
unknown to one another, residing in different parts of the country with 
no possible collection between them, report about the activities of a 
certain person. In most cases these reports are corroborated by con- 
fessions* by documents seized in searches and recovered by other method# 
When there* is a mass of evidence against u person, then only 
action is taken by Government, I would lifce to stress the fact of the 
agents being unknown®to one another.* Arfyone who supplies secret m- 
foj^nation runs a great risk and he t#kes the utmost •precaution that 
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ii» identify is not known to anyone beyond the person to whom the 
information is communicated. Therefore, it is not possible for agents 
to know what has been stated by other agents. Besides the officers of 
Government naturally take 'great care in sifting the reports that they 
receive from various agents. 

All information collected in the province is sent to the Central 
Intelligence Branch and dealt with there. The identity of every agent 
is established and checked so that there can be no possibility of the 
same agent being given different numbers. This prevents the possi- 
bility of one person masquerading as a series of agents. In the Central 
Intelligence Branch the information against each individual is care- 
fully V’nitinised, first by the regional Deputy Superintendents, then 
by the regional special Su]>erintemlents and finally by the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police himself who sends on the complete record 
to Government with a recommendation as to how the individual should 
be dealt with. At the same time that this case goes on to Government, 
a duplicate copy of the information is laid before two Special Judges 
for scrutiny. The case is carefully examined by the Additional Secre- 
tary to Government and forwarded to the Member or Minister-in-charge 
for final orders. Tf the Judges report that evidence against any indi- 
vidual is not conclusive, this decision is accepted, and orders passed 
for release. At the mime time that the evidence is sent to the Judges, 
a copy of the charges is presented to the detenu who is asked to reply 
to them. 

The House may be interested to hear a sample of the kind of 
information on which an offender is dealt with under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

Protap Rakshit of Chittagong was detailed under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act in I! 125 and was i pleased in 1928. In 
August, 1928, one agent reported that Protap was trying to recover 
certuin arms which he had had in his possession before his arrest. In 
May, 1929, another agent reported that the .Chittagong parti* to which 
Protap belonged had their headquarters in a dyeing and cleaning shop 
in Calcutta. Protap himself was reported to have gone to Rangoon in 
July to strengthen the terrorist organisation there, particularly the 
section which was preparing for immediate violence. In September 
1929 another agent reported that the Chittagong tenorists were getting 
annoyed with the activity of the police but that Protap had informed 
them that preparations were being made to deal with these officers. 

In November 1929 another agent reported that Prbtap intended to 
cvisit Rangoon and Singapore for the purpose of arranging a supply 
of arras through members of the conspiracy in those places. Before 
the end of the year, this information was corroborated by several 
qther agents. On 21st December the Burma Criminal Intelligence 
Department reported that Protap had recently visited Burma and that 
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Protap and another person were trying to discover a route # by which 
revolutionaries could smuggle arms across the Burmese frontier. He 
was also trying to establish connection with the revolutionaries in the 
Straits Settlement and the Far East and tv as trying to obtain the co- 
operation of the Burmese revolutionaries in the case of a mutiny in 
India.. Protap was reported to have brought some firearms back with 
him when lie returned to Chittagong on the 25th of December 1929, 
During. May 1910 a letter written by Protap was reeovered in a house 
search in Rangoon. In t his letter Protup gave information that oue 
of the members in Burma was a spy. TTe warned tin* Burmese members 
that any efforts to undertake revolution on a big scale was impossible 
and told them to suspend irll a< tivities until he communicate with 
them later. He added that the police had come to know what they 
were doing and warned them that the\ were running the risk of losing 
iheir arms and funds. 

This letter fully substantiated the information nhout his mission fo 
Burma as described by tin* agents referred to. 

After Rrotap’s return from Buima to Chittagong in 1 D‘H). he was 
reported to be helping the Jugnntar ubseomlerH of the Baid Case and 
to be planning to murder the district oHicials in Chittagong. He was 
nh<> in charge of the Cornilla Anushilun terrorists who were preparing 
for an outbreak of violence. He was arrested on 2nd September 1910. 

While Protap was* in jail ramp between 1911 and 1911 several 
ageiits reported that be was issuing orders to the organisations outside. 
He was planning jail escapes and directing certain individuals in 
\illago domicile to abscond and take up active terrorism. 

In 19.' id when a great many Anushilun absconders bad concentrated 
in Calcutta, infer mutffm was retcived that they had collected dynamite 
and arms for the purpose of derailing His Excellency the Governor’s 
train and attacking the (iovernoi and other officials after the train 
had l>een wrecked. Protap at this time sent out a cypher message from 
Buxa camp through another detenu ordering the organisation to 
carry out the plan. This gang of Anushilnn absconders was subse- 
quently prosecuted in what is known as the I nter provincial Case. 

In 1911 it was reported that Protap had brought a sum of Rs. J,f»00 
from Buxa ramp to the Presidency Jail.* This money was intended 
to be passed out of iail to assist the plans of the organisation outside 
for enabling the Anushilun prisoners in the jail to escape. Of this 
amount a G. C. note for Rs. 1,000 was actually recovered from a 
detenu who waf b<»ing sent to home dotnfcile in the district of Jessorc. 
JThis plan for escape was actually carried out in the middle of 19.14 
when some ^f the most important Anushilun leaders of this group 
managed to effect their escape from the Alijxire Central Jail. 

This history sbeet^shows a typical cas£ of a leader responsible for 
the commission pf many crimes and # for planning many others that 
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could not be carried out owing to these plans being frustrated by the 
police. He has never put himself in a position in which he could be 
criminally prosecuted in any court. It is impossible to suggest any 
other means than detention ’for dealing with a case of this description. 
The whole history shows that not only before arrest but while under 
detention he was one of the most important figures in the Anusliilan 
< ;>nspiracy and showed no signs of giving up what he considered to be 
his mission in life, namely, to bring about an armed revolution in 
Bengal. 

The third issue is that terrorism is now dead and therefore there 
is no danger in releasing all the detenus. From the perusal of the 
information in the hands of Government I can speak with full respon- 
sibility that terroKsru is not dead. It has, thank God, been brought 
under control owing largely to the admittedly drastic measures the 
Government have had to take but it is by no means dead. There are 
still people all over the province trying to reorganise terrorist groups, 
trying to secure recruits, trying to collect arms with what nefarious 
purpose you well know. 

Those who claim that there is no danger in release of all political 
prisoners forget that the immediate release of all detenus without 
discrimination has been resorted to on two previous occasions. In 1920 
all internees under the Defence of India Act were released and shortly 
afterwards virtually all the repressive laws then recently enacted were 
repealed. Then also we had a new constitution which had just been 
ushered in. From 1924 to 192<H detention without trial had again to 
he brought into force, at the end of 1928*29 there was another general 
release of all the 171 persons dealt with under special law; by April 
19-10 nothing remained of that special legislation except the power 
to try by a special court. It is stirel\ common knowledge, however 
convenient it may he in controversy to ignore it. that on each of those 
occasions within the short period of a year or two terrorism broke out 
afresh with renewed violence. 

May I read out to you, Sir. a few extracts from the newspapers. 
This is, Sir, from “Forward” of 2nd March: — 

“Some of the detenus have been released. But their release has 
not opened the flood-gates of terrorism. The Empiie has not fallen. 
Even the bureaucracy that was so loud in damning the detenus ns 
terrorists now fights shy of putting forward that silly argument. The 
revolutionary scare no longer deceives anybody. And with the 
^passage of time people who once supported tbp Government in their 
policy of arrest and incarceration without trial, have come to hold 
opposite views. To cite only one instance, even our Chowringhee 
contemporary has been converted to an ardent champion of the release 
of the detenu^. The obdurate bureaucracy, however, refuses to grow 
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wi«e by the. passage of time. What is more regrettable is that even 
the pace of release by driblets has been slowed down. A Uick veif 
of lecrecy is "being sought to be drawn up on the life of the detenus in 
jails or in internment Samps. Will the. Bengal Governor for a 
moment tflrn his attention from the Commission to the detenu problem 
—a problem which torments Bengal every moment. 

“Forward” on the 8th April wrote: — 

"Now that the Simon Commission has left the shores of India and 
the Governor of Bengal has been for the time being relieved of the 
task of manufacturing support for the Commission will it y too 
much to hope that he will turn his attention to the pressing problem 
of the detenus — a problem that rankles deep in the nenrt of the people 
of Bengal. The thousand and one distractions provided bv the 
annul of the Commission max have obliterated from his mind the 
problem of the detenus. But not for a moment can the people of Bengal 
forget their comrades behind the prison bars. Cntil all the victims 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Art and the Begulation HI of 1818 
are delivered out of the jails or places of internment, utid those two 
legal abominations removed from the Statute Book, Bengal cannot 
ex en think of ( oristitution Making. Those two ‘lawless laxvs’ ore 
perpetual reminders of the bitter fact that it is under a police raj 
that we live. The people in their helplessness were at one time led 
to hope that even if the policy of gradual release, release by driblets, 
xxere steadily followed all the detenus might he released before the vear 
1027 was out 

Of* NALINAK8HA SANYALS If this is a report from newspajMiJ 
that the lion hie Minister is reading out, max I know if it is not the 
convention of this House that no nik h report should la* read out or 
would you like to lay down any other convention? 

Mr. SPEAKER* As a matter of fact, so far as I know the 
Parliamentary Convention is not to read extracts from newspapers. 
But if any Honourable member with a view to illustrate his argument 
reads some extracts I think it is allowed in the House of Commons 
also. I hope the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin will lead us little as 
possible from newspapers. 

The Hontty Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: He is not reading 
newspaper reports; but he is simply quoting some comments from 
flews paper. # 

# Mr. , SPEAKER: Yes, the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin can <jo that 
briefly in developing W is points. * * * 

3 
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Thi Hon’bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But the hopes of the 

people in that direction have been falsified. And as for the detenus, 
constantly floating upon hopes and despairs, their condition can better 
be imagined than described. Most of them have suffered .more than 
three years of incarceration, and it is no wonder their healths have 
broken down. It is extremely regrettable that even humanitarian 
considerations have ceased to weigh with the bureaucracy. 

“Bengalee” (Calcutta) of the 7th February 1925 wrote as follows: — 

“The Government have also said that the special measure adopted 
by tjiem for the purpose of putting down terrorism will itself be a 
check on terrorist organisation even if it be not put in operation. 
Why cannot they then release the detenus and watch the effect of 
this measure? If the release of the prisoners give a fresh impetus 
to the movement, its leaders being known to the Government, the 
latter can take immediate steps to counteract with the help of the 
new law. There is, therefore, not the least justification for keeping 

the prisoners in detention in this altered situation If His 

Excellency the Governor be not determined to kill the Reforms, hie 
clear duty is to send for Mr. Chakraburtty and assure him that the 
detenus could be released without delay. We shall not say that the 
future of Bengal lies with the Government hut a gieat deal of friction 
and irritation may he avoided if the Government so choose.” 

“Bengalee” (Calcutta) week-ending 12th November 1927 wrote as 
follows : — 

I 

“Sir Stanley Jackson has held out hopes of releasing all internees 
by the end of the year. Why not expedite tfiat work so as to make 
an announcement possible with the publication of the personnel of 
the Statutory Commission before Parliament meets? The method 
pursued so far has failed to produce any definite public impression. 
A bolil policy is likely to change the political situation quite 
considerably.” 

If the dates had not been mentioned, the members of this Mouse 
would have come to the conclusion that I am quoting from the news- 
paper cuttings of June and duly 19-17. Practically the same language 
is being used now, but nftei the release of all detenus and the repeal 
of all repressive laws in 1928 terrorism in its worst form broke out in 
1930. 

v There is a saying which like most sayings I lmt have taken firm 
root in the language of the people eml>odies a large element of truth 
“Once bitten twice shy”. Popular phrase-makers have not apparently 
thought it worthwhile to provide a metaphor for the rare case of him 
who has been bitten twice. 
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I vesture to doubt whether anyone applying a reapotprible and 
impartial judgment to those facts and considerations that I have 
sought as briefly as possible to lay before you would find it in his 
conscieude to say that any responsible authority charged with the 
maintenance of public security, would bo justified in view of those facts 
and considerations in returning the simple answer “yes*’ to the 
requests of those who as a matter of principle are dema idling' the 
immediate release of all detenus. 


No one can say positively what is going to happen in the future. 
JSo one can state definitely that if ail the detenus are released there 
"'ll not }ye wrudesoence of tenorism. Government can only (go on 
the facts and information in then possession and the experience 
(,f the I ,aKr 1,1 particular we do not vet know what is going to he 
the effect of the leeent constitutional changes when the nature and 
extent of the tiansfer of responsibility which they involve is fully 
realised and the country has had the time to settle down under the 
new condition. We may Iiojh* that the general atmosphere may then 
he such that the teiroiist vims will he ituahle to live. Hut it is too 
*ooh to •'peak with confidence. I would now like you to consider whether 
in view ot the pu>t experience any res|w>nsihle Government can afford 
to take the n\k of immediate release of all detenus. On 1st January 
there were 171 persons in eustodv as detenus or State priKoners. 
All were leleused . between 19l\S and 19**1. Of these, no fewer than 
took pait in* the ( 'Intfagong Armoury Haul, <> others were convicted 
for other mines ot \toleine, UH were dealt with under Hegulation 111 
and Hen gal (’riminal Law Amendments Act and out of the whole 171 
’here were only -*»!) who had not to he made amenable to the law in 
• me wav or another. *• 


As regards flu* fourth i-^ue, namelv, that f lover ament can release 
ill tfie detenu-* immediately and if iliey renew terrorism they have 
*,ot amplujmweis to take action against them and if necessary they can 
»uke more drastic measures than before. 


The experience of 19^S shows the difficulties oi taking immediate 
a«fion against those who revert to terrorism. Government cannot 
act unless there is report from different sources and they are satisfied 
that the man is really involved in a criminal conspiracy. These men 
«ut secretly and taking lesson from the past experience improve their 
methods so that information is not always easily available against 
them. I he danger for the future is real "find can be judged from the 
extracts .from authentic revolutionary documents chosen at randonp 
from hundreds of others. The following is nn extract from a document 
found in the search of the house of Mrs. Himal Prativa Debi in 
Calcutta* in 19-il which gives a clue to • tfie future plans of the^p 
revolutionaries. * • 
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. Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take" to finish’ your state- 
ment, Sir NazimuddinP r , 

The Hen’hle Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: Another 15 minutes, I 
should think. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I think I had better adjourn the 
House upw for 15 minutes. 


(Adjournment. ) 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In view of the remarks 
from the Chair, I submit that I should have been allowed to move my 
amendment before my friend the Khan Sahib. My amendment is 
more specific inasmuch as it gives a definite time and says “released 
before the next Puja holidays.” On grounds of best principle, I sub- 
mit that I should have been allowed to move my amendment firBt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please hand your amendment over to 
meP 

I would request the llon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin not to take 
more than 5 minutes over his statement, because there i< hardly any 
more time, with so many members wishing to speak. 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: Sir, it is a very important 
statement, and 1 should like to be allowed to state it fully before the 
House. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 realize the difficulty, but as 1 have already said 
there will hardly be any time left for debate if you take a still longer 
time. 

It is 7-15 and unless all the sections of the House agree in extending 
the time, there would be hardly any time left for debate. I am quite 
prepared to sit up if the leaders of the different groups have no 
objection. Tn all fairness to the debate I should give an op]>ortunity 
to every section of the House to participate 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: May I suggest, Sir, on behalf 
of my party that we continue till 9 p.m. to-night, otherwise it will 
be impossible to give chanc\» to the speakers on different sides of the 
* House. Moreover, Sir, I did not raise any poiut of order ^regarding 
the Hon 'hie Home Minister’s written composition because he said 
that he was reading a statement of Government’s policy. You will 
have «to decide whether it* is a statement or an essay on the rule of 
law and the administrative law. 
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Mr GEORGE CAMPBELL: We have no objection # to ait till 

9 patt. 

Mr. i*. W. CHIPPENDALE: I do not wish to interfere with the 
wishes of the majority. We want to 'hear the leaders of the House. 

Mf. 8PEAKER: The debate will not, therefore, be concluded at 
7-45. As a result of the trend of the debate, I will decide* the time 
that will be fixed. I will again request Sir Xazimuddin to be as brief 
as possible. It is an important statement of policy, but I hope he 
would try to be as short as possible. 

The Hon’We Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: litre is the extract. 
“After the present movement ends you will find disgust and 
some disappointment amongst the sincere revolutionary workers. Hut 
you need not worry. Leave sentimentalism aside. He prepared to 
face the facts. Revolution is a very difficult task. It is beyond the 
power of any man to make a revolution. Neither can it he brought 
about on any appointed date. It is brought about by special environ- 
ments, social and economic. The function of an organised party is to 
utilise any such opportunity offered by these circumstances. And to 
prepare the masses and organise the forces for the revolution is a very 
difficult task. And that .requires a very great sacrifice on the part 
of the revolutionary workers. Let me make it clear that if you are 
a businessman or an established worldly or family man, please do not 
play with fire. As a leader you are of no use to the party. We have 
already very •many such leaders who spare some evening hours for 
delivering speeches. They are useless. We require — to use the terra 
so dear to Lenin — the ‘professional revolutionaries’ — the whole-time 
woikers who have no other ambition or life work except tfie revolu- 
tion. The greater the number of such workers organised into a party 
the greajer the chances of your success”. 

I need liardly say that the professional revolutionaries referred to 
here are these very members of terrorist organisations who are now 
in detention! 

“Terrorism and revolution are not the same and they are also not 
without connection with each other. Terrorism demands protests 
against injustice and retaliation on the unjust. The goal of revolu- 
tion is independence — complete independence. Terrorism is the 
beginning of the journey and revolution#its end. Terrorism will take 
its wav # by the broad path of revolution and will remove all obstacles 
"on the path of revolution. This alone is its worth and this alone, is 
its utility.”* 

That is one extract, here is another from a pamphlet circulated by 
the communist party of India at the recent Faixpur Congress. 
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“ ea^e all fighters for freedom; withdraw the ordinances. We 
do not make a prayer, promising future co-operation or denying that 
these prisoners were guilty of sedition. On the contrary we proclaim 
that every one of us is guilty of sedition and will always be* so.” 

It is clear, therefore, that the revolutionaries have had for a long 
time clearly defined plans for the future and will make every effort 
to utilise the old terrorist organisation to put these plans into- effect. 

These then are the considerations which any responsible Govern- 
ment has to face in Bengal to-day. 

* 

Before I announce the Government policy there is one other 
argument which ^has been used very frequently of late in the 
nationalist press and at the various public meetings to which I must 
reply. The present Government has been asked to follow the example 
of Governments in other provinces. Let me inform the House that 
no other provincial Government has the .same problem as we have. 
Both in character and magnitude the terrorist movement in Bengal 
is distinct from all other subversive movements in other provinces. 
The example of Burma has been quoted and we are asked to release 
all the detenus and political prisoners because the Government of 
Burma have released all those who took part in the Tharawaddy 
rebellion. 

It would be improper for me to offer comment of any kind on 
action taken by a neighbouring Government. In the interest of truth, 
however, I ought to say that it is not the fact, as has been frequently 
represented or implied, that a general amnesty v*as been extended to 
the Burmese convicts. I have ascertained that what has happened is 
that individual cases have been carefully reviewed and that in con- 
sultation with local officers those prisoners amounting to about three- 
fourths of the whole, who it was considered, could be released' without 
risk have been set at liberty. The decision does not apply to a single 
detenu. 

But really there is, I think, very little analogy between the 
Burmese cuse and ours. An open armed rebellion put down by armed 
force, with the Criminal law playing a subsidiary part, is one thing. 
An insidious murder conspiracy pursued stealthily wifh every artifice 
of concealment and brought under control in the mgin not by the 
application of force but by the tightened grip of the law is quite 
another thing. They have thus in common that in each tese the- 
exercise of clemency must be governed by consideration of safety and 
they have this vital difference that in the case of open anued 
rebellion it is usually much* easier to determine^ whether or not the* 
rebellion and the sjfirit of rebellion have really been, stamped out. 
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la Punjab out of six Regulation III prisoners, three pri^puers are, 
detained only three were offered to be released on giving a written 
assurance that they will not take part in any subversive movement. 
In other 'provinces there are hardly any detenus and in no province 
were there so many outrages or so many officials or non-officials 
murdered ‘.as in Bengal. Therefore there can be no comparison 
between the action of Government of other provinces and, that of 
Bengal. 

I hope to be excused. Sir, for the length of my speech but this 
is the first opportunity the new Government have had for meeting the 
numerous criticisms of Government action. 1 feel there is still # great 
deal to be .said in support of Government policy but 4 he time available 
will not permit me to do so. I want to assure the House most earnest- 
ly Ihut the Chief Minister and I and even member of Government are 
fully conscious of the strong public opinion amongst a section of the 
people of this province on this question. We have even sympathy 
with the parents and guardians. We realise the suffering that it has 
caused in many homes and weave most anxious to do even thing that 
is possible for the release of detenus provided 1 fiat it is consistent 
with public safety. Government would, therefore, accept the amend- 
ment No. 2 moved by the Hon’ble Member and would like to announce 
their policy which is in accordance with the spirit of the amendment. 

The issue is a simple one. It involves a choice between two 
alternative policies. One is the policy advocated by the opposition 
which would .entail the immediate unconditional release from jdeten- 
tion or restriction of all detenus, State prisoners, or other persons 
detained or restricted* ^without trial and it has been made abundantly 
clear that that policy is only part of a larger policy which includes 
the release of all “political prisoners” and the repeal of all “repressive 
laws”. It is as part of that larger policy that it has been considered. 
The other* policy has been expressed in the terms of the amendment. 
Government policy based on the amendment is as follows:— 

The policy of Government will be to go to tbe farthest limits 
consistent with public safety. They will # g> v * effect to that policy by 
a gradual though not unduly dilatory process so that at each succes- 
sive stage they may be guided by the experience of the immediate as 
well as the more remote past. Until it is clear that terrorist methods 
have been abandoned for the future, Government must pay due heed 
tp tbe experience of the past, but tbe process of release can be accelerate 
ed in proportion to the co-operation and support given to the Government 
by the public in rallying opinion against terrorist methods and in 
^preventing a recrudescence of terrorism auJ other violent subversiye 
movements. * 
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. For restsons I have already given Government have felt bound to 
reject the former policy in favour of the latter. 

We intend to release all. detenus who have been in home* domicile 
for three months or more either- unconditionally or subject to reporting 
of their movements, unless there are exceptional circumstances which 
leave no doubt that it would be unsafe to allow them their liberty. 

2. Similarly we intend to send from village domicile to home 
domicile those who liave been in village domicile from 3 to 6 months, 
unless we are satisfied in exceptional cases that it is undesirable that 
this should be done until a further period has elapsed. 

3. c We have decided to reduce with all possible speed the number 
detained in camps* and jails. 

4. We shall bring back to the province all persons detained under 
Regulation III or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act outside 
Bengal as soon as we can make arrangements to receive them. 

5. We propose to give suitable allowances for a limited period to 
released detenus who*? family circumstances make it justifiable to 
incur this expenditure from public funds. Our object is to give the 
released detenus an opportunity of settling down to some occupation. 

6. Cases of all detenus whose health is a cause of anxiety to 
their relatives will be specially examined by me personally and orders 
will be passed with due regard to the nature of each case. 

7. This is intended to be a continuous process provided as we all 
hope the state of the province justifies it. 

Over and almve the above automatic system of release Government 
make the following offer: — * 

If parents, guardians, or responsible people of the locality come 
forward and promise to look after, to keep in touch with and advise 
any detenu as to his choice of profession or other means of livelihood 
and in all respects do everything possible to assist the detenu to find 
his way back to a normal and useful position in society, then the 
detenu can be released provided lie is not one of those whose attitude 
for the time being points definitely against release. 

Government are spending large sums on the maintenance of 
detention camps and out of savings effected under this head they will 
be able to make adequate fuuds available to give suitable allowance 
to the gentlemen appointed as guardians to enable t}iem to pay for 
the maintenance of the persons under their charge and other necessary 
expenses during his period of assimilation which wull extend to one 
year. During that period the only condition imposed 1 nvill be that 
detenus should Jellow the, advice of their guardians and apply all 
their ebergies to fitting thfemselves for such profession or calling as 
they may choose. Failure on their part to observe, these conditions 
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wcmld b© reported to Government for appropriate action. A* the same 
tinte Government on their part will do everything in their power to 
encourage a sympathetic attitude on the part of prospective employers 
towards the aspirations of young men of whose desire to lead a whole - 
some and normal life they may be satisfied. In short the policy of 
Government is to release the detenus as rapidly as possible consistent- 
ly with public safety, ensuring as far as they can that those* released 
have opportunities of settling down to normal life of useful 
citizenship. 

Sir, I now propose to quote some figures which I am sure will interest 
the House, • 

Since the 1st April we have decided to allow softie form of relaxa- 
tion in about 1,000 cases. I admit at once that this number include* 
transfers from camps to village domicile, but I should like to bring out 
the point that 2">U people who were in some form of close restraint in 
camps, village domicile or home domicile on the dlst March have been 
released either unconditionally or subject to reporting their movements. 
Another figure which may interest the House is that since the 1st April 
the number of detenus in jails, camps and village domicile taken to- 
gether has fallen by about while alxoit KM) more will shortly be 

transferred to training camps with a view to being unconditionally 
released on completion of ‘their course of instructions. In accordance 
with the policy which I have just announced I hope that orders for the 
release of about 250 persons now’ in home domicile will shortly be 
issued. 

The figures that I have just now quoted show that a very large 
number of detenus hare been released and w ill be released owing to the 
steps taken by the present Government. 1 can assure the House and 
the people of Bengal that one of the direct consequences of the policy of 
the present Government has been definitely to expedite the process of 
release of. the detenus. The present Government is not vindictive to- 
wards the detenus and they are anxious to put an end to condition* 
which are causing suffering and hardship to such a large number of 
parents of this province. Not a single detenu will be detained a day 
longer than is absolutely necessary in the interest of public safety. But 
I would like again to emphasise the fact that the process of release will 
depend largely on the co-operation and support that the Government 
receive in favour of the policy announced, and in creating an atmos- 
phere which wiy prevent young men from faking to subversive activities. 
It is to be noted further that the Congress leaders who have Uen fore- 
most in ^demanding acceptance of the policy of wholesale release havS 
never claimed that the terrorists are amenable to their control. Gov- 
ernment have never made the assumption that they are ; ^©"implicationa 
of such an assumption* would be very damaging. But Congress* leader* 
can help a great. deal in creating a favourable atmosphere. 
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, I welcome the announcement of one of Bengal’s most prominent 
Congress leaders a few days ago that Congress would, whatever might 
he the policy of Government , put forth every effort to combat the spirit 
of terrorism. When the stage of debate is passed and there is -no longer 
any room for doubt regarding the policy which will in fact be put into 
execution I would appeal for the fullest measure of co-operation 
from all quarters so that the ultimate goal which is common to us all, 
the restoration of normal conditions throughout the province, may be 
approached as rapidly as the inexorable facts of the situation will per- 
mit. No one who has clear recollection of the appalling condition 
of the province a few years ago can fail to rejoice that the outrages and 
■disorder consequent upon terrorism have been suppressed. No one who 
has at heart the interest of the province or has any real sympathy for 
the younger generation can, I trust, contemplate with equanimity any 
course of action that might enable terrorism to rear its head again. 

Before I conclude I would like to appeal once more to the members 
of the Opposition and the people of Bengal. The new constitution has 
given us vast powers. There is a great field for constructive work and 
rural reconstruction. Everyone in Bengal is agreed upon one question, 
namely, that every effort should he made for the welfare of the masses, 
for rural reconstruction, economic development of the province and in- 
creasing purchasing powers of the ivots. Let us all make an attempt to 
•create conditions where all our energies and efforts may be concentrated 
to give effect to tie* above ideal. If the constitution is to be changed, let 
it be through evolutionary processes rather than by revolutionary 
methods. l)o not create a feeling of hostility and bitterness against 
existing conditions, as an attitude of despaii can only fiud expression 
in lawlessness and violence. lad t he memliers of , 4 he Opposition concen- 
trate on constructive criticisms of Government's policy and programme. 
Let eveyone in Bengal come forward and co-operate with Government 
in rural reconstruction work and I am sure, by the grace of God, we 
wi]ll soon be able to bring alxmt marked improvement in the. condition 
of the people of the province. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I have just received a notice from Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hashemy that he would add \he word “thereafter” in his amendment. 
His amendment will run thus: — 

“Immediate release and thereafter all restrictions* put upon them 
will he removed”. 

% I have permitted him to do so. I have also received a short notica 
amendment to add some words from Mr. Afzal who wanted to put in 
the words “as early as possible”. I have permitted him to do that 
and Mr. Afsal will formally move it. In tha^ case Maulvi Tamis-* 
uddin Khan's amendment will also he moved formally.. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I formerly move that the. 

word “thereafter” be added after the word “remoral” in the last line. 


Mr. AFEAL: I move that 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, I think there 
is an Advantage both to the Speaker and to the House when a % speaker 
ha* not to confine himself to a written manuscript. Had the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin not been constrained to read out a loug speech, 
he would probably have been more responsive to the temper and feelings 
of this side of the House. It is not public security that he was plead* 
ing for. I am afraid his speech justifies the impression that it 4s not 
>o much public security that lie had in mind as tV security of the 
employment of the eleven Ministers and of others in the offing aspiring 
after minor jobs. 

I suppose we must be thankful even tor muhII mercies: the small 
mercies that have been promised to the people who have been, in some 
ca*es, detained for 7 or 8 years without trial. I think the statement of 
policy by tbe Hon’ble Home Minister is not only disappointing but 
positively mischievous. The llon'ble the Home Minister quoted an 
extract from a statement b\ two Judges in the year 1918. 1 ventured 
to interrupt him at that stage; and I did so because that statement by 
the late Mr. Justices Chandavarknr and the late Mr. Justice Beachcroft 
has been excecrated by all the jurists in this country. As my lute chief 
and master once said, it is a wonder that Judges can be found to 
adjudicate upon dead records It may not be known to Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sii Xazimuddfh but it is a fact that on tbe floor of the Indian Legis- 
lative Assembly Sir Malcom Ilniley, who is now Lord Ilailey, said on 
one occasion in 1924 Aiat two Judges of tbe High Court had been 
appointed to look into tbe cases of the Bengal detenus. We found out 
that that statement was more than incorrect and we put a question to 
him; and Jie had to make the admission that the High Court Judges had 
refused to ’adjudicate upon dead records. It is true that some sort of 
Judges had agreed to adjudicate upon dead records. But I think they 
were not Judges worth the name. My Hon’ble friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
retorted when I interrupted the Home Minister regarding the report of 
Chandavarkar and Beachcroft thut these gentlemen were High Court 
Judges. That fact strengthens my argument; and it is a greater 
shame that two High Court Judges were found to adjudicate upon dead 
records. 


• Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: On a point of order, Sir. Can any menibei* 
attack the Judges of the High Court in this manner? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ik it not permissible *to cast reflection upon the 
Judges of the High Court but I believe, Mr. T. C. Goswami was 
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referring do dead facts of history. I myself thought of it and I found 
Mr. Goswami confined himself to historical facts. 

Mr. TUL8! CHAHDRA G08WAMI : You, Sir, hare already given 
your ruling; but if I am further allowed to enlighten my hon’ble friend 
over there, I was not criticising Judges in their judicial capacity, but 
in their .extra-judicial capacity ; and it is these activities of an extra- 
judicial or unjudicial character which have been condemned. 

It has been said that terrorism is dead. Yes, terrorism is dead, 
because people have realised that that is a method which will never 
succeed. It is probably true that in the earlier years of the Swadhesi 
movement there w<as a certain amount of sneaking public sympathy for 
terrorism. It is no use denying the fact. Ihit for many years it has 
been felt that the method of the bomb and the revolver will not liberate 
any country ; and that feeling has been given expression to not merely by 
the greut leaders of the Congress but also by the rank and file of the Con- 
gress. I think 1 am right in raying that public opinion will help Gov- 
ernment much more than detention without trial in suppressing terro- 
rism. Rut are you quite sure, Sir, that in spite of your continued 
policy of detention — the Home Minister has in his speech foreshadowed 
a policy of continued detention — people would not be so exasperated 
that they might not, in spite of the advice of their leaders and in spite 
of the sage counsel of their elders resort to acts of violence, if for no 
other reason, out of sheer exasperation. 

(A Voice: Do you throw out a threat?) 

I am not throwing a threat but I am speaking with a full sense of 
my responsibility and as one of the officers of the greatest party in this 
country, I have a responsibility and I speak with the utmost sense of 
responsibility when 1 say that a policy of continued detention under the 
present Government might exasperate the people. 

Then, Sir, our chief objection to detention without trial is that it 
poisons the atmosphere of the country. The enormous nutnber of spies, 
named and unnamed, who ure roaming throughout the country, have 
really poisoned the atmosphere of the country. No one believes that oil 
or even most of the detenus are criminals. Even if they had been 
criminals they have served out their sentence during their periods 
of detention. Therefore, if vou continue to have spi^s in such large 
numbers, you will find the atmosphere of the country vitiated. I have 
Slot the time at my disposal to go more fully into the subject. My leader, 
Mr. Bose, will deal with this and other aspects of the question. But I 
think I may, with your permission, Sir, read out a poem of Rabindra 
Nath Tagore which sums up the whole problem.* I ask your indulgence 
to repeat it in original as I do qot wish to spoil it by triring to translate 
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it in my slipshod English. The poem was written soon after the Hijli 
mujders — I qse the word “murders.” This is what he wrote! 

* 4t jrs’ 4 

GM4R, TO? TO?, 

in?T ?T$ TO, ^rr TOT TO, ?’CS{ TO, TOTOHI 
«ro TOTTI — 

WT 1? 5*T?T, 5 R? e t1? 5*T?T, ^6 ?Tfa? 'TO. 

sits faro; srrro wron 

WTfa C? CTOff TOR fa*TT ^nl> STfa-ITCS 
C*ICTO fal^TO?, — 

WTfa C? CTOtff afi3TO«T*l To 3R?TO 
teUKU ?1?C? I 

BTTfa C? Wf«P^ TORf SRR TO 

^ TORT? TOCTT ’TTTO mT ^Tj 1 1 

TOT? ?7? SfllTO*, mi ST^llSTOT 
9RTTOTT? TOT. 

e^5 TOtf tot? ^ TO. 

OTfrCTJT CTOT? "T^nt SCIOTO. — 

TOUTT CTOT? f??T*R TO;. fa®T$TV 3? TOTT. 

^ fa ctto *Um vrr. $fa fa crof tott i i* 

Mr. AFTAB ALlf Sir I rise to suppoit the amendment moved by 
my friend, Mr. Hashemy, and in doing so 1 wish to impress upon the 
members of this House that in the speech delivered by Khan Sahib 
Syed Muhammad Afzal he has tried to mix up this question with the 
matter of no-confidence in the Ministry — the so-called Moslem Ministry 
— and has thereby evidently tried to mislead the Moslem members of tins 
House. Thjs is not a question of confidence or no-confidence. This 
is not a question ot which of the parties is to rule and which is not to 
rule. It is a question of ordinary fundamental principle : that a per- 
aou should not be detained without trial. I submit, Sir, that by crush- 
ing such fundamental rights, by crushing the rights of humanity — 
rights, for which men have from generation to generation laid down their 
lives and everything they had near andalear to them — no Government 
can continue long. I submit. Sir, that a Government which tries to i^o 
so is living in a fool’s paradise. I also submit, Sir, that it will be the 
height of absurdity, the height of foolishness to mislead the members of 
• this House to think that the question of^ %o-oonfideiiee” is bound up 
with this question. Sir, although I represent Labour, I am a Voslefn. 
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I am proud that I am a Moslem. I fail to understand why a cry has 
■been raisld both within and outside this House in the name of a “Moslem 
Raj,” in the name of Moslem Ministry ; and why a policy’of terrorising 
the members is being actively pursued. (A Voice: Question)] I want 
to make it fully clear — and I offer no apology — and make it definitely 
clear that I am the only Moslem representative of the workers of this 
province. (A Voice: What about Mr. Zaman). I was returned on the 
labour ticket and Mr. Zaman was returned on the Congress ticket. I 
refused to submit to the Congress. (Hear, hear). I had and still have 
my own fight with the Congress. But this is pure and simple ques- 
tion of principle and ). do not understand what is Congress and what is 
not congress in a question like this. I want to make it clear that the 
views of the Moslem masses and the views of the Moslem workers are 
definitely against *the principle of detaining people— Hindus, Moslems 
or Christ luns or even people without any religion — without a trial We 
want the Prime Minister, the Hon’blc Mr. Huq, who claims to lie a 
leader of the people, to 8<ay that he is not robbing the liberty of these 
men. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not done so. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: You are doing it. Then, Sir, we heard the 

statement made by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. Really, Sir 
when he rose to speak with a big bundle of pipers. 1 at least for 

myself, became happy in thinking that perhaps my necessity of 

Hpeuking and taxing the patience of the members would not arise at 
all. Hut I have been sadly disappointed. What he said is that the 
imst experience of the Hoveninient stands in the wav of releasing 
these men. May 1 tell hi,,,. Sir. that if we.-* the members of the 
House on this side, recalled our past experience it would not be 
possible tor us to work here for live minutes. I came into this House 
with a hope of forgetting the ,>ast. But if I am to be guided by my 
past experience, it will not be possible for me to sit here for'even five 
minutes. The past experience referred to is not of this Government but 
of the previous Government. As it did not bring good results in 1933, 
it is said that our action may be followed by untoward results. Govern- 
ment stand here self-condeiflned. They clearly show that there has 
been absolutely no change and all this talk of “change” is nothing but 
mere moonshine. I would not take up more time but before I sit donn, I 
want to make it perfectly clear to the members whom I have found 
speaking in the name of the Moslem masses and talking? in the name of 
fhe Moslem workers, that they can take it from me that I do not re- 
present labour on n territorrial basis and they should not forget that 1 
represent the seamen of this province and there is not a sing le village 
or a single district in Bengal that is not included in my constituency.. 
(Hear, hear.) Therefore, if I claim that in a Way, I voice the views 
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of th* Moslem masses, I do not for one single moment do anything more 
than what l am entitled to. With these words, I support file amende 
melit moved by my friend Mr. Hashemy in the name of the Moslem 
masses and in the name of the Mgqkjn workers (Cries of “no”, “no”). 
If my friends over there find particular ’pleasure in questioning me, may 
I challenge them to ask my constituents? 


Mr. R. H. FERCU80N: Sir. I rise to oppose the resolution before 
the House and to support the amendment moved by Khau Sahib Syed 
Muhammad Afzal. My reasons for doing so are not because my 
countrymen are lacking in humanity but because we feel that the 
position in Bengal is still sufficiently serious to prevent the wholesale 
release of all detenus. One must remember the reasons for detaining 
them without trial as members of seciet societies they were doing their 
best to upset the tioveuiment established i^ the province and were also 
involved in cases ot murders ot officials and Europeans. The Hon’blc 
Home Minister lias informed us of the opinion on which Government 
acted before taking action. The hon’ble members 0*1 my right have 
challenged that statement and have also refused to admit the justice 
of this action. I for one would not, however, accept the statement 
that in every case injustice has been done, for in many cases it was 
high time that many of these detenus were detained. 

The whole business I admit is a great tragedy to Bengal. When 
one thinks of- these ruined young men and the unhappiness of their 
families which is not only confined to Bengali or Hindu families 
hut lias aho brought unhappiness to the iumilies of Britishers. It 
i.s rather disappointing to find hon’ble members here still taking 
action on the lines t^at they are now doing as it eneourages these 
young men to continue in that direction rather than try to eo-operate 
with the Government as now established. You have been given 
immense powers whirth \mi can use for the benefit of your country 
and yet fou are not prepared to incept it. With regard to the mover 
of the resolution's remark that these detenus were rotting in camps 
I can only say after the statement which is laid on the table I can 
now* understand why the cost of detenus is so high in Bengal. Very 
few in Bengal are living as well as tjiey are. (Dit. Namnaksha 
Sanyal: Let us all go there.) I want to dose b\ saving that behind 
a good deal of this movement is the intention to get the British otjf, 
of India. I wish to sav that we are here and we intend to remain here 
and, I hope, wHh continued permanent benefit to the country. 


Mr. 8HYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I believe we have seldom 
discussed in*this Assembly or in the previous Council a resolution 
•which is of such great significance to the ftiture progress of tjiis pro- 
vince. Sir, the Hon*ble the Home Minister sta^d towards the end 
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■of his speech that he felt he echoed the sentiments which were 
i expressed both inside and outside the House regarding the general 
policy of detention pursued by the Government for the last 13 yS ars. 
He added, Sir, that he felt for the guardians and the families of 
the unfortunate men who are .now detained under the various provi- 
sions of the law and for whose partial and gradual release he has 
enunciated a policy on behalf d? Government. Sir, I would like to 
point out with all the earnestness at my command that the question 
of release of detenus is not merely to be looked upon as a matter 
affecting the personal interests of individuals whether their number 
is a few hundreds or a few thousands. I would add that this ques- 
tion is not even to be examined Irom the hardships which such deten- 
tion may have, as they must have caused to individual fam'lies. 
There is not a sirfgle member inside this House or outside it who does 
not feel that this problem has seriously affected the progr°ss of this 
province as a whole and the question lias to be looked upon not irom 
the point of view of any pnrtieuhu common it\ but from the largest 
interest of the country. 

Sir, i realise that the question is not free from difficulties; but 
I would appeal once again to the Home Minister — and several appeals 
have gone forward to him — that he should realise what tremendous 
opportunities he has before him to-day for meeting the problem of 
terrorism once and for all. 

I do not propose in m\ remarks to deal with .the details of the 
cases which he has brought to the notice of the House details which 
were never allowed to he examined or scrutinised by the parties con- 
cerned — extracts from letters which have been read opt, the names 
of the authors of which are even unknown to the members of Govern- 
ment, based in information and reports supplied bv spies and agents 
paid by Government. But, Sir, I would assume for the time being 
for the purpose of my arguments that what the Hon’ble Minister has 
said is correct. What is the remedy which the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister proposes to adopt for the purpose of removing this menace 
which he says faces the future progress of thi* province? So far as I 
have been able to gather, hi> announcement mainly comes to this 
that the Government is prepared to release the detenus as early as 
practicable provided it is <unsistent with public safety. May I ask 
the Ilon’hle Minister in all seriousness — does he then admit that his 
predecessors in office continued to detain these young men in these 
detention camps although public safety did not require the same? 
What is the new policy wty'oh the Hon’ble the Hqme Minister is 
placing before this House? That the detenus should be released when 
Government considers such release to he consistent with public security 
was, I believe, more or less the policy which governed* the action of 
his predecessor! in office^ and announcements were made accordingly 
on the floor of this House. But the public * of Bengal has never 
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accepted the view-point of Government that such a large number of 
voaths should be detained without trial on the ground of public 
safety. 

The Hon’ble Minister has stated, and I believe it constitutes one 
of his strongest points, that in the past political prisoners were 
released but that was followed by fresh organisations in support of 
the terrorist movement. He may naturally refer to that aspect of 
the problem. But even his own figures show that the vast majority 
returned to normal activities. To my mind the position to-day in the 
country has changed and changed considerably. It has changed in 
the first instance because for tin* first time in the history of India we 
have a system of Provincial Autonomy for what it means. V!% have 
to-day a Minister who is responsible to the House, *n Minister who is 
in charge of the Department of Law and Order and naturally the 
public of Bengal expect that he will look upon this question from 
the point of view which will he different from that which governed 
the action and policy of his predecessors. Is not public opinion 
against terrorism and violence more pronounced to-day than before? 
Has not the Congress itself offered its band of co-operation to wipe it 
out? Does not Government itself admit that the situation has changed? 

T am asked if there is any other province in India to-day which is 
fared with the problem of terrorism as Bengal lias been? I do not t hi nk 
there is. Is it, however,* irrelavent if 1 refer to facts and circum- 
stances operating* in at least one country beyond to shores of India? 
Will it he irrelevant in to-day’s discussion to refer to the circum- 
stances which led the same Biitish Government which dominates over 
the admin isfrat ion of India to-day to adopt conciliatory measures 
with regard to the affairs of Ireland? What happened in that country? 

I ask the Hon’ble Minister to recall what happened in 1 91 G after the 
Easter Rebellion? Is it not a fact that men were released from custody 
who were not merely detained but also who were convicted of serious 
offences, which even included political murders? So far as the 
internees were concerned, all of them — as many as 1,800 — were 
unconditionally released. 

Leaving ’aside the internees, what about Mr. l)e. Valera the 
present President? What were his antecedents? Is it not a fact that 
lie was sentenced to death in 1916 after he was arrested and convicted? 
Is it not a fact that bis senteuce was then reduced to one of penal 
servitude for lift? Is it not a fact he escaped from prison? Did he not 
bimself nominate representatives to discuss terms with Government? 
After his return to Ireland, was he not again found guilty of commit- 
ting acts which Government thought constituted acts of serious coufc* 
piracy against the British Government? Even after that, the same 
De Valera was again released. And what js his position to-day? We 
find him to-day as fjie President of his«own country. What about 
Michael Collins? What happened in his case? I*know that the fight 
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between Kim and the extremists ended in bitter pivil war, but tbat is 
another aspect of the matter. (Laughter.) My European friends -are 
laughing. I do not know what exactly this laughter signifies. Let 
them contradict me when I say. that so far as Michael Collins was con- 
cerned it was a fact that he was found guilty of serious political 
offences but afterwards he also ttas released. Forget not that in his 
case Government later on announced a reward of £10,000, for his 
arrest. What did he do? What attitude ultimately did he take 
towards the British Government? Did he pursue the policy of hatred? 
Did he not on the other hand openly declare that he was convinced 
that it was not in the interest of anybody that the connection with the 
British Government should entirely cense, and did he not apply his 
soul and energies* to the task of national reconstruction? There was 
civil war because -he had the courage of his own conviction, because 
he though that the country should not go to the extreme end and 
he denounced the extremists. There was civil war because the British 
policy had sown the seeds of hatred which even he could not eradicate 
from the minds of his people. So far as his attitude towards the 
British Government was concerned, did he betray the British Govern- 
ment? Did he betray the confidence that was reposed in him by the 
British Government? On the other hand, he paid the highest penalty 
because he stood by his principles. 

Sir, I appeal to the members of the Cabinet to take a statesmanlike 
view of the present condition. It may be that they would be taking 
risks but the risks are woith taking. We are told by the Hon’ble 
Khwa.ja Sir Nazimuddin that a new ordei of things is about to be 
introduced in this country — r 

(Here the member reached hi* time limit and asked for one minute 
to finish his speech.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As there are many speakers who are anxious to 
speak T am sorry, I cannot grant you any further time. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I think the statement of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nnzimuddin has taken the wind out of the sail of 
the amendment of my friend Khan Sahib Afzal and also to certain 
extent of the original resolution under discussion. I ’would not have 
intervened in this debate but for the appeal that was made by several 
members on the floor of this House, to the Moslem members. It is 
incumbent on us, therefore, to make the position of those members who 
are supporting Government clear on the floor of this House. We are 
hot in favour of the policy df detaining prisoners without trial. • We aif 
not in favour of detaining prisoners without trial for £n indefinite 
period. We all feel what a misery it is to those people who are detained 
for indefinite periods in jaik* and in detention camps. This policy of 
detaining persons without trial must cease. 
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But the question now is whether these detenus can bo § forthwith 
released. My honourable friend Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has just 
now said that the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazimurfdin has propounded no 
new policy, but he is just following the ‘policy of his predecessor in 
office. I think, Sir, that the present ‘Government cannot make itself 
altogether detached from the outgoing Government. The outgoing 
Government has left this Government, as it were, on the pinnacle of a 
precipitous cliff. Now, Sir, the problem before them is to climb down. 
Is it possible for them to take a hazardous jump? That is the only 
question that awaits solution. The H oniric Khwaja Sir Nazimuridin 
has said that it is the policy of the present Government to release the 
detenus as soon as possible. That is no doubt a reassuring statement. 
But we should make it clear to Government that #ve are not fully 
satisfied with the words “as soon a* possible”. 1 feel that t hoy cannot 
be released to-day. Even if the main resolution is accepted —even then 
some time will have to elapse before the detenus can be released. There- 
fore, there is no difference between the original resolution and the 
amendment moved by m\ friend Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad 
Af/.nl from this point of view. The only question is how the Govern- 
ment are going to expedite the process of releasing the detenus. Jf 
they want to take shelter under the words “as soon un possible”, they 
will not have the support ot the majority of this House. We all hope 
that the detenus will be released within a short time, say within three 
or six months. (Ironical cheers from the Congress benches.) Govern- 
ment should frame and carry out a progressive policy of releasing the 
detenus. In fact l for myself do not see uu\ reason why Government 
should require more than six to nine months at the utmost to release all 
the detenus. 

r 9 

Sir, so far, as the Muslim members are concerned, their position is 
not the same us that of the Opposition. It is unfortunate. Sir, that on 
account of the condition that prevails the Congress Party could not see 
its way fo take upon itself the duties and the responsibilities of office. 
Had it done so, the circumstances would have been altogether different. 
The Hon’bta Khwaja Sir Nuzimuddin has said that the analogy of the 
other provinces does not actually apply to Bengal. To my mind, that 
does not apply to Bengal for more reasofis than he has pointed out, 
because in those provinces where Congress Ministries are functioning 
the situation aqd circumstances are altogether different. Why does 
terrorism grow and flourish in Bengal more than in the other provinces? 
What is the gefiesis of this cult of terrorism ? So far as wp have been 
able to analyse the situation, it is partly to economic distress unj 
widespread unemployment. I do not, however, pin my faith very much 
on that. To my mind the principal reason is political discontent. In 
•those provinces where Congress Ministries* are functioning, J think 
there is very little p<flitical discontent at present.* But on account of 
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♦he unfortunate fact that the Congress has chosen not to accept office in 
Bengal, political discontent is as rife in Bengal to-day Ob ever parti- 
cularly amongst those classes of people out of which the terrorists 
are drawn. I, therefore, think we cannot blame the Government if it 
wants to take some time in releasing the detenus and wants to be a bit 
cautious. I also want to make it clear that the Muslim members of this 
Assembly, upon whose support to a large extent the Ministry counts 
and without whose support the Government cannot exist, have a 
somewhat greater responsibility in this matter than the members of the 
Opposition. If anything untoward happens — if this administration 
proves to be a failure —I think the Muslim members will have to take a 
great^deal of the responsibility for that failure. Therefore, I feel that 
we shall have to rtiove a little more cautiously than my friends of the 
Opposition would like us to move. But 1 want to make it clear that 
we want our Ministers — our Government — to function on progressive 
lines. I protest against the suggestion that Government is guiding the 
votes of the Muslim members. It is not the Government that is direct- 
ing and guiding the votes of the Muslim members, but it is the united 
opinion of the Muslim mem hers that is guiding, and will guide, the 
actions of Government. We shall be supporting the Government as 
long as it is amenable to our views. If we find that in course of time 
this Government cannot keep pace with the opinions of the Muslim 
members of this House, that will mean an end of this Government. 
(Mu. Sintosii Kumar B\sc: Hear, hear. It will mean only the end 
of Muslim members like you.) I do not like to say anything more. 
(Mr. Kantomi Kumar B\su: Very frank of you indeed!). Circums- 
tances, as they stand, compel us to painfully follow the course of 
precaution and not to take un\ precipitate action. With these few 
words, Sir, 1 support the amendment moved by my friend Khan Sahib 
Muulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I propose to close the debate under the*rules and 
under the powers vested in me at 8-50 p.m. 1 anticipate that the voting 
and the division will take a long time. 1 propose to wind up the debate 
at 8-50 p.m., as 1 do not want to detain honourable members till a late 
hour of the night. Those gentlemen who want to speak will please 
speak briefly, and it will be convenient if they could impose a self- 
denying ordinance on themselves and confine themselves to 5 minutes, 
so that a larger number of speakers may take part in the debate. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been 
admitted on all sides that the measures under which *these persons 
have been kept under detention are emergency measures. The Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and other Acts were promulgated when 
certain emergencies had arisen which were necessaiy for us to faoe 
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and which could be only faced by especial Acts. Now, Sir ^ the que&~* 
tioq before the Ministry to-day is as to whether that emergency i £• 
still subsisting. I would request them to consider the fact that the 
political ferment to which my friend Mr. Tamiauddin has referred liwf 
subsided to a large extent in this province as in the other provinces 
to which*. also he has referred. We have now autonomous provinces 
with the control of the administration of the State in the hands of 
Ministers responsible to the legislature. It is not fully appreciated 
as to what a great change this circumstance has made in the mentality 
of the people of this country. If that were fully appreciated, then 
the Ministers would probably look at questions like these which are 
now before the House in a different light. Sir, as has been already 
pointed out by the Hon hle Home Minister hiinself # aml bv others, no 
one likes people to be kept in detention for an indefinite length of 
time without bringing them up for trial. There are probably some 
difficulties in the way, but in spite of those difficulties, during all 
this period that terrorism has prevailed in the country, there have 
been public trials and convictions of licensed persons. There have 
been undoubtedly a few < uses in which witnesses, lawyers and judges 
have been victims of terrorism, but that has not prevented quite a 
large number of men from coming forward and giving evidence about 
facts they knew. Sir, even in more troublous times, during tin* last 
wai, men were brought to trial in England ; for instance, we all know 
the ease of Sir. Roger Casement. He was convicted of trying to 
facilitate the landing of ( lemmas in Ireland. He was apprehended, 
luought to trial and there was a regular trial, and then he was sen- 
tenced to de&Jh. Hut, here, in these cases we have hundreds of these 
young people kept in detention indefinitely. Many of them are in 
their teens or are jus«' out of their teens, and therefore at on impres- 
sionable period of life. They were brought in to join certain 
conspiracies and the Hon’ble Minister has given us details of those 
conspiracies, and the activities of some of these young people. There 
is undoubtedly a great deal of truth in what he says, but it can hardly 
be thot all these young people who are said to lx* terrorists arc 
leaders — a gyeat many of them must lie followers, anti a few* only arc 
leaders. But the fact is that there are a large nutnlier of young 
people who are supposed to l>e capable of leading the country or mis- 
leading the country. Thut is the point of view from which the question 
should be looked at. If they were induced to join some conspiracy, 
it should not be difficult to induce them again to follow in turn a 
straight path <ff life if they are given i# chance and if they are dealt 
with sympathetically. But if you persist in treating them as criminal 
and keeping^them in detention, you yourselves arc helping to convert 
them into criminals! It has been ]w>inted out that had they been 
•brought to trial many of them would b\ thin time have bee? out # of 
jail and Government would probably have no hand in their further 
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detention I would ask the Hon’ble Minister therefore to consider that 
aspect of the problem which we are considering to-day. He has stated 
that these questions have been carefully considered on the^ basis of 
information received from different sources. Sir, as one having some 
experience of law during the l&st 40 years, I may say that sometimes 
cases are so presented before a person, in so plausible a light, that 
they look like perfect truth, but when you come to test them carefully, 
then you find that the circumstances which appeared to be so plausible 
facts at once crumple into dust. I will recall attention to one or two 
matters relating to political crime. Many of us remember the 
Nurayangarh Train Case. In this case, in the train in which 
Sir Andrew Fraser, the then Lieutenant-Governor was travelling, there 
was bomb that eroded under that train. Twelve or 13 coolies who 
were working on that railway at repairs — they were apprehended by 
the police. There were long statements obtained from witnesses; there 
were preliminary enquiries before a Magistrate and there was then a 
trial before a Sessions Judge and those poor people were convicted to 
long terms of imprisonment. Shortly after, the Manicktolla Bomb 
Conspiracy was discovered. There was that trial at Alipore and in 
course of that trial some of those arch conspirators admitted and 
showed by definite facts that they were responsible for the train outrage, 
in spite of the police officers from top to bottom who hod found those 
coolies guilty of a conspiracy and Government had to release them 
in the circumstances. I would, therefore, ask the Uop’ble Minister 
not always to consider the ex jxirte statements of men, however numerous 
they may be in number, as absolutely true for eonvieting these people. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : S^r, I wholeheartedly 
support the resolution moved by i»\ esteemed friend Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri. Sir, the Hon’ble Home Minister has made a long state- 
ment. But in spite of what he has said, I submit that it is against all 
principles of liberty and democracy to place people under detention or 
otherwise place restrictions on them without trial in an open court 
of law. The other day the Hnn’ble Home Minister paraded so much 
about the fundamentals of Government and to-day also he expressed 
such tender concern for them.. But, Sir, may I ask, is it not against the 
fundamentals of any Government worth the name to detain people 
without any trial whatever and to condemn them behind their back? 
Sir, can they do the same thing in England? If the Government can- 
not be curried on without tfyese lawless laws, it is letter that they 

should abdicate. They stand self-condemned. 

* • 
Sir, just think of the preposterous absurdity of this, ugly policy. 
Instances are not rare where persons who had been acquitted after 
trial in jin open court of laW .were immediately pounced upon and placed* 
under arrest by the ‘Intelligence Branch Police before the very eyes of 
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th* Judges of the Court and spirited away one knew not- where. The 
same thing happened even in the precincts of the High Court* In some 
cases people* after acquittal by the Judges of the High Court, were 
arrested .by the Police. Sir, can the Executive sit in judgment over 
the High Court Judges, .the highest judiciary in the land ? On the un- 
sifted evidence based on the dead records of the Intelligence Branch 
Police, not worth four annas, some myterious Judges adjudicate and 
condemn people unheard behind their back. Sir, the Intelligence 
Branch Police are not saints. Cases have come to light where trying 
courts have passed severe strictures upon Intelligence Branch men and 
convicted them for their franqe-ups. 

Sir, a pamphlet has just now been laid on the table which sho#s now 
happy these detenus are inside their camps. 1 wi*h I had sufficient 
time to give a reply to this. Strange things happen in this unfortunate 
country. We are told that the Andamans is a nice place, an earthly 
paradise. But persons who describe I hem to be so would never go and 
live there. It is only some self-sacrificing, but misguided young men 
wlm have been convicted that are sent there. Similiurly, we are told 
that these detention camps are ideul places to live in, but only detenus 
are sent to rot there. In the eye of the law these detenus are supposed 
to be innocent people. Why only they and not other innocent people 
are made to go and live there. Why not the innocent people who sent 
the detenus to these ideal places themselves go and live there Y To 
detain people indefinitely and on the top of that to describe their pluces 
of detention as ideal places is simply adding insult to injury. 

Sir. we lyust not forget for a moment that a prisoner is after all a 
sensitive human soul ever pining for the outside world with its blue 
sky, with its green f.ehla, its fresh air and above all with its human 
association. Sir, a convict who is sentenced to a definite term of 
imprisonment has at least one consolation. He cun count the date of 
his release. As the evening shades dose he contemplates with a sigh 
of relief * t liat one more day passes by from his long vigil of sorrow. 
But just think of the miserable plight of these poor detenus. They 
cannot eve^ count the date of their release for they know not when 
they will be releused. No wonder there have been so many cases of 
insanity and so many cases of suicide* amongst them. Sir, here I 
have got a list of 33 names. Many of them developed signs of insanity 
and some committed suicide. Sir, people do not commit suicide for 
the mere fun of it. 

• • 

Seven years have passed since I met Taradas Mukherjee, a detenu 

* of my district, in the Alipore Central Jail. He developed signs # of 
insanity anfl was locked up in a cell. The blank walls and the iron 

• bars of his cell were his sole companions. tHis mania was that he was 
innoednt and must be restored to his nedr and dear ones. Hfs piteoue 



M RESOLUTION. [9th Ato., 

wails broke in upon the silence of the night and rang through th® 
corridors. 4 I still remember the pathetic sce^e when his brother came 
to interview him. He held his brother fast, in a close embrace, while 
both the brothers were bathed in tears. He afterwards committed 
suicide at Mayurbhanj perhaps- to make his appeal from tyranny to 
God. 

Sir, take the case of 1818 Regulation III prisoners. Many of them 
have been in detention for a total period of more than 20 years. They 
have been buried alive so to say. 

Sir, I wish I could describe to you the lot of the poor relatives of 
these detenus. Let me give you one instance of a retired headmaster, 
a blind man. He was mv next door neighbour. One day when news 
came that his son (iovinda Pada Dutta had been shot at Hijli Detention 
Camp — so shootings also take place in detention camps and they are 
not perhaps such ideal places as they are described to be — tears rolled 
down the cheeks of this blind man. This father died of a broken heart 
and the mother of Govinda Pada Dutta ran mad. 

Sir, I submit that teriorism is a philosophy of despair. I hote 
terrorism. Hut I hate it still more when it comes from those who pose 
themselves as guardians of law and order. This is not the way to era- 
dicate terrorism. This aggravates the disease. The remedy is worse 
than the disease. For those who will sow' the wind must always reap 
the whirlwind. What is wanted is broad sfateninnship and a noble and 
generous outlook. Sir, long, long years have passed since thousands 
of the best sons and daughters of Bengal have been rotting in deten- 
tion. Long, long years have passed since their near aipl dear ones 
have been shedding bitter tears. Thousands of homes in Bengal have 
been made desolate. A cry of agony from the heaet of our dear mother- 
land rises up to the very throne of heaven. 

Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to release the detenus 
and lift up the nightmare atmosphere that prevails in the country. 
Sir, was not this one of the major issues on which the Proja Party 
fought their elections ? Was not this one of the issues on which the 
Patuakhali election was fought ? I ask the Ifon’ble Mr. Pazlul Huq 
to implement bis election pledge. Let him not break to the heart the 
pledge that he gave to the ear. 

Th® Hon'bl® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would never have 
spoken but for the speech wlpch has just been deliver!. I do not 
wdsh to inflict a speech, because. Sir, I am firmly convinced that there 
is' not a single member in this House who is waiting to be convinced 
by arguments; but, Sir, I wish to tell this House emphatically that it 
is an absolute lie that I fought my election on the issue of the release 
of detenus. > It is true. Sir. lhat the election manifesto of the Projm 
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Party contained a clause about the release of political prisoners, a, 
policy to which I still adhere, a policy which has been accepted by 
our Government j But there is a great difference between a policy 
of release 'and a policy which wants to force the hands of Government 
by demanding an immediate release and removal of restrictions forth- 
with. Certainly, Sir, this Government is a Coalition Government, and 
it came into existence on the basis of an agreement between various 
parties known as the Coalition Party, j In the manifesto of the Coali- 
tion Party there was a clear declaration that the release of political 
prisoners must be effected consistent with public safety./ All the V21 
members who signed that creed and on the basis of which this Ministry 
has been formed are not to-day false to their pledge: they are houffil to 
vote in favour of the amendment that has been moved by Mr. Afxul. 

I would remind the House that those persons who signed that paper 
solemnly declared that they would support the Ministry that was 
formed on the basis of thjit coalition. There was the phrase “consist- 
ent with public safety.” I want to tell this House that there is nothing 
wrong in that reserve tibn . 1 wish to tell my friends that there are 

various ways of looking at things. It all depends on the manner in 
which this phrase is interpreted. If the person who interprets this 
phrase does it from a consideration of the various factors which should 
be taken into account in pursuing a sympathetic policy, nothing wrong 
or objectionable can happen. If his angle of vision is either an obtuse 
angle or an acute, there is risk of some danger. If the angle is a right- 
angle then there is no h»»:m and we do claim that our angle of vision 
is the right-angle. We are prepared not merely to give effect to a 
policy of release, hut we can declare most solemnly that we are pre- 
pared to interpret the expression “consistent with public safety” ns 
generously and as liberally as possible. After all, we are not out of 
sympathy with our own countrymen. You assume that we are, and on 
that assumption you go on and base your argument. That it« the one 
great trouble and that is why the whole atmosphere is surcharged 
with an atmosphere of suspicion and distrust. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; But has there been a 
change of policy P 

The Hofl'blt Mr# A# K# FAZLUL HUQ# My young friend says 
there is no change. Formerly it was the policy of detention, now it is 
the policy of relsase : that is a great fuidamental^ change that baa 

come over. We are trying to release (Sevejral voices : Trying 0 

to* release.) I cannot reply to such interruptions. 

My friend, Mr. Sy&maprasad Mookerjee, has been good enough to 
realise our difficulties. These difficulties a re not the difficulties that 
are offered by the services. The difficulties are of two kinds to which 
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I am no{ making any reference at the present moment. But, Sir, I 
wish to emphasise at the present moment one*or two points, in the speech 
delivered by my friend, the Hon’ble Home Minister. Sir, consider 
the number of persons who* have been either released or in whose cases 
order of relaxation of a definite character has been made. Are these 
not indications of the progressive policy which has been pursued by 
the Government? It may be that it does not satisfy my friends. We 
know that it does not satisfy them. They want that there should not 
be a single person in custody at the present moment and the whole lot 
of detenus should be released forthwith. Sir, it is a very natural 
desire oH. their part and had I not been connected with the administra- 
tion^ pferhaps I would have felt a desire of that kind. But I am 
feeling that theje are practical difficulties in the way. Will my 
friends believe me that I will do the very best I can, not only to 
^persuade the Chief Minister, not only my friends in the Cabinet — I 
|am talking of the Chief Minister as Mr. Fazlul Huq and not as the 
Chief Minister of Bengal. (A voice: You are suffering from double 
personality.) Yes 1 am suffering from many things, if you please. 
At the sume time, 1 am devoid of the ordinary instincts of humanity. 
1 can tell you, Sir, that out of 1,600, more than 1 ,000 persons have been 
either released or are persons in whose cases restrictions have been 
relaxed. At the moment 1 am speaking, the usual orders in some 200 
cases will be issued for unconditional release. Some w’ill be transferred 
'to their homes and some will be sent to village domicile. But it 
lakes some time before these orders can come into operation. It may 
be that my friends think that they should be released immediately 
before the Pujas. It may be so, if things go on smoothly — no one 
knows — it all depends on the circumstances. If we can accelerate the 
pace, more releases will follow. I am not going to refer to the difficul- 
ties as my friends will take offence. But I would ask the House to 
take into account the offer that has been made by the Hon'ble Home 
Minister. Let the guardians, not merely guardians but responsible 
persons in the village, come forward and co-operate with us. Let 
them sit at a conference with us and we shall decide in consultation 
with them what is the best thing to do, that is either to release uncondi- 
tionally or to try and find out some career for these young men. It 
is no use turning them into* the streets after keeping them in detention 
for a number of years. We are willing to find some careers for these 
young men and get them settled in life. We want Jo co-operate with 
their guardians or their relations or some responsible persons. Let 
those persons come forward *Cmd take up this offer. If w r e do not make 
% good, then it w'ill be time for them to say that we have not been 
sympathetic. I do not see why should not the guardians take charge 
of their wards/ If they want any monetary help, Government would 
give it. I do not know*wJiat better offer can possibly be made. Aa 
Aoon as we find after exploring all the avenues* of helping the detenua 
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that they can be properly settled in life, we would do it. What haa 
bees done in* the past will be a guarantee of what we are going to do 
in future. I submit, therefore, that taking* all the circumstances, the 
opposition .will understand that we have not* been idle and that we have 
been doing all that can possibly be done and that at least there has been 
some improvement than it has been in the past. That is our claim. 
Formerly there might have been a policy of detention. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would now allow the leader of the opposition 
to exercise the final right of reply. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. is it the Parlia- 
mentary practice that if the Government member wants to reply, the 
leader of the opposition is to be allowed the right of reply ? He had 
ample time to speak, but he did not speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the interests of fair debate in order to allow 
representatives from all sections to participate in the debate, 1 have 
thought fit to extend the time. If the Ilon’ble Home Minister wants 
to exercise his right of reply, I am quite prejvured to ullow him to do 
so after Mr. Bose’s, reply. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I have given up 
my right of reply in favour of Mr. S. (\ Bose. Can the Home Minister 
have a right of reply after Mr. Bose has spoken? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es. He can I now cull on Mr. S. C. Bose to 
speak. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I quite agree with the 
hon’ble members who have just preceded me that this subject is not 
new to us. For twenty-five king years, in session after session of the 
old Bengal Council, this subject has been debated, and those of us w r ho 
either attended as members of the old Council or listened to the debates, 
remember, and remember clearly, the miserable circle of occasional 
arguments which were adopted by the Home Member for the time 
being. 

Sir, the Hon^de the Home Minister in Jiis written statement, which 
be read before this House, merely repeated that miserable circle of^ 
occasional arguments which was put forward by his predecessors in the 
old Legislative Council. He said, in the course of his speech, that 
there was no chance of innocent persons being detained. He goes very 
much beyond what hi| predecessors, the Home Members, said *in the 
old days in the ojd Council. May I remind you, $ir, that the same 
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thing wa$ said when the late Aswini Kumar Dutt and Mr. Krishna 
Kumar Mitra and others were clapped into prison under Regulation^HI 
of 1918. We are indebted to Lord Morley’s “Recollections” for the- 
information that the charge against them was that they were 
“criminally connected with criminal plots.” Year after Sir Hugh 
Stephenson had to admit, when he addressed the Bengal Legislative 
Council, that Messrs. Dutt and Mitra were arrested and detained 
without trial not because they were “criminally connected with criminal 
plots,” but because they were political agitators. 

Only recently a charge was made against a State prisoner in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly that he was “deeply connected with the 
terrorist movement.” In reply to that accusation, he asked to be placed 
before a tribunal*-' consisting of some Government officials — the Law 
Member of the Government of India, the Revenue Member of the 
Government of Bengal, and the then acting Chief Justice of the 
Calcutta High Court. When he threw out the challenge that the 
matter be placed before those officials of the Government, the Govern- 
ment did not dare to take up that challenge. Therefore, I say, Sir, 
that in this matter we should only be guided by the fundamental 
principles of justice. 1 heard the Hon’ble Minister talk of the “rule 
of law.” I very much doubted, when he was reading that statement, 
whether lie understood what was meant by the “rule of law.” “Rule 
of law” forsooth ! IT rider his “rule of law” persons can he detained 
without trial! 1 do not know to which country that “rule of law” 
belongs : it does not belong to any civilized country in the world. 
Sir, we take our stand on the “rule of law” which has been recognised 
in all ages and in all civilized countries, and that rule is t^hat no persons 
can he detained without trial before courts of law. 

The Hon’ble the Home Minister, possibly w r iih the object of fortify- 
ing his argument, read out an extract from something which was 
found somewhere. Sir. if I had the time, I would have analysed that 
statement a little further. May 1 draw the attention of the t House to 
an instance in point. The instance is that leaflets printed on Dail 
Firean note-paper with the murderous slogan 

“An Eye For An Aye, 

A Tooth For A Tooth; 

Therefore, A Life For A Life.” 

were circulated and it was alleged that they had been discovered as a 
result of some searches. Of* course, the charge made*was that it was 
'printed and circulated by the Irish Sinn Feinners in May, 1920 — to 
give the exact date it was on the 14th of May, 1920. , Now, it is a 
historical fact — -and I shall give you. Sir, the facts as clearly as 
possible, and it was discovered by Michael Collins — that these leaflets 
were typed by the> Intelligence Department of *Dublin district of the 
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English Army in Ireland. Even the typewriter on which it was typed 
wa* traced, and it was traced also that the typing was done by a ginger - 
haired typist in Dublin Castle. Sir, the extract read by the Home 
Member vjas never placed before a court* of law and, therefore, no 
opportunity was given to anyone to test ‘the genuineness or otherwise of 
that extract. 

The Hon’ble the Home Minister said that we must rely on the 
evidence obtained from different sources. Sir, I place no reliance on 
sucli ex parte evidence and I would ask you not to rely on the ipse dixit 
of the Hon’ble the Home Minister. I would ask members to rely on 
an opinion which was expressed by the present Lord Chief Justice of 
England, Lord Hewart, in his book entitled “The New Despotism,” 
in which he says: “Evidence not tested by cross-examination is nearly 
always misleading and practically valueless.” 

As my learned colleague, Mr. (ioswami, has said— it is an utterance 
of the late Deshbandhu Das — it is a wonder, it is a shame that Judges 
would be found who were willing to adjudicate on dead and ex parte 
records. I would go further and say that it is a wonder that any 
lawyer with any legal training can he found who is willing to base any 
finding on dead and ex parte records. 

Sir, L have only a minute more. I would therefore conclude by 
reading out an extract from Lord Hewurt’s book entitled “The New 
Despotism,” which has application to tin* subject before tin* House. 
This is what he flays — and you will see, Sir, that every word of his 
utterance applies with very great force to the subject before us; 

“The old despotism, which was defeated, offered Parliament a 
challenge. The new despotism, which is not yet defeated, gives Parlia- 
ment an amcsthetic. The strategy is different, but the goal is the 
same. It is to subonfinute Parliament, to evade the Courts, and to 
render the will, or the caprice, of the Executive unfettered jfcinl 
supreme.” 

Sir, i£ this House accepts the polio, laid down by the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister, I would repeat that it would be subordinating this 
House to the will of the Executive, it would be evading the Courts and 
it would be rendering the will or the caprice of the Executive unfettered 
and supreme. I would ask the hon’ble members to whatever race they 
may belong and from whatever constituency they may come not to 
accept the demands of arbitrary power. The exercise of arbitrary 
power is neither ’law nor justice. It is a denial of justice. 


The Hon’bl# Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDtMN: Sir, I am practically 
qprtain that the arguments, and the authorities that have been quoted* 
by the Honlje the Leader of the Opposition, will he found word for 
word, argument for argument in the speeches of the members of the 
bppositiym in the old Council from 1925 to J928. Not one word of itts 
new. Sir. Every one*of these arguments was cited and speeches were 



RESOLUTION. 


[9th Ato., 


e£ 

.made with equal passion before the House at that time, and Govern- 
ment relying on those assurances and accepting the advice of the legis- 
lature in 1929 released every detenu that was there and allowed the 
repressive laws to lapse. These are facts, Sir, which no one ‘can deny, 
and what was the result? Tht result was that within 18 days of the 
lapsing of these repressive laws the Chittagong Armoury Raid took 
place. I would therefore ask the Leader of the Opposition how he 
could meet this 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Shall I get any opportunity of 
meeting that, Sir? 

c 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From 1930 to 1934 any 
number of outrages took place. Twice, acting on the advice of the 
legislature and urged by them to adopt a Ivold step to show a gesture 
of conciliation, Government released all detenus and thought that 
everything would be all right in the garden, hut every such release 
was followed by a recrudescence of terrorism, and I do not see how 
any responsible Government can he justified in taking such a ‘‘Ijold” 
step again, in the tace ot their hitter experience in the past. 

I fully agree with my friend, Mr. Tamizuddin, that the respon- 
sibility is great on the people of Bengal. Full responsible Govern- 
ment has been entrusted to us. and it things go wrong, it is the people 
of Bengal who will he blamed, that they are not fit to rule. There- 
fore, 1 maintain that we have enunciated a jxdicy which will ensure — 
provided we get co-operation and support and a favourable atmosphere 
— the release of detenus within a year or possibly witkin a year and 
a half at the utmost. We have enunciated a progressive policy, and it 
may be possible to effect t he release of all detenus if a favourable 
atmosphere of co-operation is created within a year. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Why not wait till the next 
General Flections? Are the detenus so many hostages? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government of the 
country has now been placed in tbe hands of a responsible ministry, and 
it is for the people’s representatives to carry out the policy in accordance 
with their wishes. If I may say so. Sir, the policy of the present 
Government is definitely in advance of the policy of the old Government. 
The old Government never agreed to the policy of release of detenus, 
but the present Government ts going to unconditionally release detenus. 
The present Government have doubled or trebled the number of the 
releases from the time that they have come into powe|\ Up to now 
about 250 persons have been released and within another month 350 
mow will be released ; this jvill bring the total altogether to 600. That, 
Sir, is no mean figure 
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Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No, it is an achievement worthy 
of the present Government! 


TIN Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I maintain, Sir, that 
that is not altogether a mean figure. I may also add that it will be a 
continuous process of release. I therefore submit that no Government 
in the position in which we are and in the circumstances in which we 
are placed, could have acted otherwise in the matter of the release of 
detenus. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is the substantive 
motion standing in the name of llai llarendra Nath Clmudhuri (No. 24, 
Appendix). To this substantive motion an amendment lias been moved 
by Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzai. Another amendment 
has been moved by Mr. Syed Jalaluddin llashemy (No. 5). I shall 
put the first amendment, viz., that of tfie Khan Sahib, to the vote, but 
I can give this warning (lint if the first amendment is carried, the 
second one will not arise at all. After that, I will put the substantive 
motion to the vote. 


Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I would request you to 
put the amendment of Mr. S\ed Jalaluddin Hashemy first. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 have caret ally considered this matter and I have 

given my attention for over two hours to it. I find that so far as the 
first amendment is concerned, if stands farthest front the motion, and 
that the second has greater affinity to the substantive motion. As such, 
a comprehensive amendment which goes against a substantive resolu- 
tion should be put to the vote first, and just on the ground of greater 
affinity the second will be put to the vote later on, if at all. And if 
the first i^ curried, then the second amendment does not arise at all. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just make one submis- 
sion! 1 ' Is it Aot a fac t that the whole debate has centred round the 
question of the peiiod of time, viz., “as ejjrly as possible” or “before 
the Puja holidays”? That is really the issue debated upon, ard 1 am 
requesting you to consider this aspect. 

Mr. 8PEAK£R: I have very carefully considered this matter and 
have given considerable attention to it. I consider that according to # 
irfy reason and according to the best dictates of my conscience, the 
first amendment arises first, and the second does not. 

* The fynendment of Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad sAfzaU 
viz., “that in the last*two lines for the words ‘should be immediately 
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. released * and all restrictions placed upon their liberty be forthwith 
removed,’ the following be substituted, namely: — * 

‘should be released ai\d all restrictions placed upon their liberty 
removed as early as possible in so far as such orders may be consistent 
with public safety,’ 

was then put and a division was called. 

(As there was much noise and canvassing going on when the division 
bell was ringing, Mr. Speaker said as follows.” 


^r. 8PEAKER: 1 may remind the members that when a division 
is called, it is the duty of every member to keep to his seat as much as 
as possible, and ‘not create unseemly scenes which tend to make pro- 
ceedings in this House impossible. I hope member* will please 
remember this. Of course, the whips of the various groups may move 
about. But, I again repeat that members will not leave their seats 
and create scenes which it is impossible to visualize or control. 

The division was then taken, with the following result: 


AYE8. 


Abtful Alii. Maulana MX. 

AMul Bari, Maalvi. 

AM Hi Ha*i, Mr. Mlria. 

AMhI Halt Mia. Mr. 

AMhI Haktam, Mr. 

Abtful Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Mtf. 

AMul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

AMul Hamitf Ikak, Maulvi. 

AMul tfabbar, Maulvi. 

AMul Katfar, Mr. 

AMul Karim, Mr. 

AMul Latlf Biswas, Maulvi. 

AMul MaJM. Mr. tyatf. 

AMul Wahafe Khan, Mr. 

AMulta-al MakmaM. Mr. 

AMur Rakmaa, Khaa Bahadur A. F. M. 
AMur Rasakltf MakmaM, Mr. 

AMur Rasbaatf, Maulvi Mtf. 

AMur Raul, Khaa taklh Maulvi I. 

AMur Raul, Mr. Shah. 

AMur Raasak, Maulvi. 

AMus ikakaM, Maulvi Mtf. 

Abttfur Raaa Ohawtfhury, Khaa BabMur. 
Ahul Haabim, Maulvi. 

AMI Masala, Mr. AhmM. 

AMI C uasam, Maulvi. 

Attab Husain tfaartfar, Maulvi. 

AkmM All, Kfcau takib Maulaua taayutpurt. 
Abmatf AH Mrttfka, Maulvi. 

4 AkmM Nuaalu, Mr. 

ARusutftftu AkmM, Kkaa Bakatfur. 
Amluuttak, Maulvi. 

Amir AH, Mtf. MM. 

Ar mst raag, Mr. W. L. 

AtkrafiH, Mr. M. 

AulM HaaaaM Kkaa, Maaljrt. 

M aaa a rm aa, Mr. N. B. 


Barat All, Mr. Mtf. 

Barman, Baku Uptntfra Rath. 

Basu, Babu Jatintfra Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Brashsr, Mr. F. C. 

Campbtll, Sir Rterga, Kt. 

Chippantfalt, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. , 

Caaptr, Mr. C. 6. 

Crassflaid, Mr. L. M. 

Das, Mr. Anukui Cbantfra. 

Das, Mr. Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Maamuban. 

Ctfbar, Mr. Upautfrauatb. 

Karhad Raza Cbawtfbury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Baa a Khauam, Bagum. 

Faxlul Hug, tba HaaWa Mr. A. K. 

FaxluJ QuMir, Khaa BakMur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Faxlur Rabmau Maktaar, Mr. 

Fargusaa, Mr. R. H. 

Qiasutftfiu AkmM Cbaatfbary, Mr. 

Bulam Sarwar Hasaiul, Mr. Ikak Syatf. 
QriMtks, Mr. 0. 

Burung, Mr. Damkur iiagk. 

HabibuUah, tka Haa’bte Rawak Bakatfur at 
Date a. 

Haftxutftfia Cbawtfbury, Maulvi. 

Hamiutftfiu Abmatf, Kk£i SakM. 
Haaanattamau, Maulvi Mtf. 

Hasbam AH Kkau, Khaa Bakatfur. 

Haataa M ara katf, Mrs. 

Hat am ally tfamatfar, Kkau Sahib. 

Haywaatf, Mr. R agars. 

H autfry, Mr. Davttf. 

MMsat, Mr. M. A. F. 
itfrfs Akantf MHl Mr. 
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ialalaMM AN*aB, JUaa Baftair. 

JuAm* Ah»ai, Mr. 

KahMBla Khaa, Khaa lilfi 

MaaUaahlaa, ^r. 0. S. 
mtaam* Akaui, Dr. 

MaAtaMia OlNlliry, Maalvi. 
iiliir^Hr. L T. 

Mahtah, lakanjlnar IMay Ckaai. 
iahtaMlia Khaa BakUir. 

RaMal, Mr. Birat Okaaira. 
luial, Mr. Jifat Ckaalra. 

Maairaiiia AkkaM. Maalvi. 

Maial AH Kfcaa Faaat, Maatvf. 

MHat, Mr. 0. W. 

Mfltar, Mr. 0. 

MHas-Raksrtsaa, Mr. 0. i. L. 

Margaa, Mr. A. 
mrnHm AH Malta!, Maatvi. 

Mataamsl Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Mahanaai Atari, Khaa takik Maalri Syai. 
Makamnai All, Khaa Bakaiar. 

Makamaai Ikrakia, Maalvi. 

Makanaai lakagaa, Maalvi. 

Mahamatai Israil, Maalvi. 

Makaaaai liii^av, Or. lyii. 

Makaaaai talaiaaa, Mr. 

MalHck, tkv Maakla Mr. Makaaia Mary. 

M a Hick, Mr. Falla Bafcary. 

Maikarraff Hauaia, tkv Haa'Mv Naval, Kfcaa 
Babaiar. 

M Malagas* al Ma*a«, Mr. Syai. 

Naaiy, tka Maa kla Makaraja Iris Okaaira. 
at Katiaibaxar. 


NaaarvBak, Bavakctia K. 

Naaakw AN, tka Haa'kls Maalvi Syai. 
BtatoaMie, tka Maakla Kkwaja lir. 
Mama, Mr. T. B. 

Naarailia, Mr. K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. c. 

Rakaua, akaa Bakaiar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tka Maa kla Mr. Fraaaaaa Dak. 
RaUkviMa Taratiar. Maalvi. 

Rata, Mr. 4. B. 

Ray, tka Maa kla Sir Bijay Frasai liagh, Kt. 
Ray, Mr. Okaaaajay. 
laiarakiia Akaiai, Mr. 
lalrwiiia Akaiai, Ma|i. 
laNai, Mr. I. A. 

Saaaallak, AI-MaJ Maalaaa Dr. # 

Sarfcar, tka Maa kla Mr. Natlal Raa|aa. 
lataaan, Mr. B. M. # 
laa, Rai Bakaiar itgatk Okaaira. 

Sarajvl Itlaai, Mr. 

Sbakakaiila, Mr. Kkvaja. 

Ihawiviiia Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 

Ikaiaiel Maia, Maalaaa. 
liagka, Baka Kikatra Rath. 

Itavaa, Mr. i. w. R. 
lakravariy, IN Maa kla Mr. M. I. 
Tataitaiiia Khaa, Maalvi. 

Taparaiak, Rai Bakaiar Maaagta Lail. 

Tatal Akaiai Ohaaikary Maalvi Ma|l. 

Waliar Rafcaiaa. Maalvi. 

Wart, Mr*. CUaa. 

Wariavarth, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaaat Aii Ohaaikary, Mr. 

Zahar Akaiai Ohaaikary, Mr. 


NOES. 


Afcial Matt, Khaa Bakaiar Syai. 

Akial Hakiai, Maalvi. ^ 

Akial Majii, Maalvi. 

Akial Wabai, Maalvi. 

Aka Mataaia Sarkar, Maalvi. 

Aka I rasa!, Mr. Mi. 

Askaryya Ohaaikary, Maharaja Sash! Kaata at 
Maktagacha,* Myataasiag h. 

Aftak AN, Mr. 

Aalataiiia AhaMi, Mr. 

Daaarjaa, Mr. F. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. FraaiBtfca Nath. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Olbaath. 

Davarjl, Mr. tatya frlya. 

Baavarjaa, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

Danva, Baka Fraaikart 
BaraMa, Baka Shyaau frasai. 

•aaa, Mr. B a at aa k Raasar.* 

Bhavatfk, Dr. Dakkiia Okaaira. 

■Maras, Mr. Batik Lai. * 

•lavas, Mr. ta raa i r a Rath. 

Baaa, Mr. Sac* laajra. 
flakraharty.Ma Maraa i r a Rarayaa. 

Bkakrafeorty, Or. Jatfjira Rath. 
ttatap s it y«B , RahaMart pMa. , 

Baa, taka MfOai, Oka ai ra . 

Dm, DMkk BaMhaaaOk. 

Saiii Daka DakaaOra Rath. 


Das Ssyta, Baka Khassaira Rath. 

Oas Qapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Das Bapta, Mr. Raraaira Rath. 

Datta, Mr. Dkiraaira Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Maraaira. 

Datta, Mr. SakaaNir. 

Datta Sapta, Mias Mira. 

Datta Maiaaiiar, Mr. Rihartaia. 

Caiiaiai Hagaa, Kail. 

FartRai, Havak Sir Haklaiiia, Kt, 1 Rataapar. 
Bkasa, Mr. Atai Krlakaa. 

Biasaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Oaaiaa, Mr. I. A. 
flaivaifl, Mr. Taiai Okaaira. 

Bapta, Mr. iagaak Okaaira. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. R. 

Maaaa All Okawikary, Mr. Syai. 

Miaurtsiagki, Mr. Frakbatayat 

ialaMitfM HaaknRjr, Mr. Syai. 

iaask AN MaJaaMar, Maalvt 

Bata ai All Mlrta. tBBMaaii Kavaa iah Syai. 

Khaa, Mr. D aks a ir a UN. 

Baasar, Mr. Atai Ofamira. 

Baaia, Mr. I Qi B MSM Balk. 

RaHi, Mr. OBsafa Sakait 
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Ml, Mr. IwirOlwMrt 
MaaAaJ, Mr. kmrtf Lai. 

MaaMi, Mr. KrtoHaa Pnuai. 
MMM MMtla, Hr. 

Maakarj**, Hr. DaiMPML 
Makar jt, Mr- DMraaira ftartyM. 
MakkarfM, Mr. ft. 

MakMrJI, ftr. M. C. 

MakMrji, Or. tkarat ftkaakra. 
MafHak, trljal Aikatatk. 

Raster, Mr. Ham Cfcwlft 
PaJa, Mr. Raraka Pmum. 
Pramaalk. Mr. Tariaiekaraa. 
HaaiixaMtn Akaut, Mr. 


Hay O M aft k tr y, Mr. H ri akr a K hfc aw . 
Hay, Mr. Kaamlkrtotaa. 

Hay, Mr. Klraa Makar. 

Ray, Mr. KJafcari MR. 

Ray, Mr. MaamaMa Rath. 

Ray, Ral Rakaftar KaMratf ftkaaftr*. 
taayai, Or. RaUaateka. 

•aayai, Mr. Sataaka Mkkar. 

Mb, ftaka Naftakra Ratfc. 

IkahaMI, Mr. 

Skaauakkia Akiatk, Mr. M. 

•iaka, ftriiatt Maaiakra ftkaaaa. 

Yaaaaf Mlrta. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 139 and the Noes 85, the amendment was carried. 

4 

(Cries of “Shame, shame” from the Congress benches.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I would request the Leader of the Opposition to 
keep within the Parliamentary convention, so far as his group is con- 
cerned, that there may not be any cries of “Shame, shame” if a division 
goes against them, as that would amount to a reflexion upon this House 
as a whole. I do not think it is right of anybody in this House to 
question any decision of this House however unfavourable that decision 
may be to any member or to any group, so long as he lemuins a member 
of this House. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from tin* Treasury benches and 
and Ministerial supporters.) 1 also hope that the party which has got 
the majority on its side will also exercise restraint, for there is much 
virtue in restraint, and not do anything which may provoke the other 
side. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will now put the original resolution of Rni 
Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri, as modified by Khan Habib’s amendment, 
to the vote. It will now read as follows: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that all persons who were not convicted 
and sentenced after open trial and have yet been detained or interned, 
kept in custody or otherwise placed under restraint, or suffering restric- 
tions on their personal liberty under executive orders, whether under 
Regulation 111 of 1818, or t he Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1925, or Ordinance I of 1930, or the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act of 1930, or the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act 
of 1932, or the Special Powers Ordinance of 19*12, or the Public Security 
Act of 1932 should he released and all restrictions placed upon their 
* liberty removed as early as possible in so far as such orders may be 
consistent witl^ public safety. . 

♦ The motion was then put and a division was called. When the 
division was going on, one member was found 'canvassing and seising 
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Sam* members by the band to vote for his party, when Mj. San tosh 
Kdmar Basi^, calling the attention of the Speaker to what was going 
on Said: — 


Your wiling, Sir, is going to be flouted bn the floor of this House. 


Mr. 8PEAKER* I would request members to keep to their seats, 
except the party whips. I think it would be impossible if members 
carried on their work in a way which a person, judging from outside, 
will use terms, which will not be at all creditable to the House. I hope 
members will kindly realize that, with the exception of party whips or 
party leaders, nobody should move about when the division 1^*11 is 
ringing. # 

(When the motion was again put after the ringing of the bell was 
over, a division was called. Together with the leader of the Opposi- 
tion and others Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, who was for the Ayes, 
also claimed a division.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Muhammad Ali, as you are of the Ayes 
opinion, you cannot call a division when 1 have already said that the 
Ayes have it. So, i am allowing a division not on your call, hut on 
that of the other side. 

(During the division, before the members had filed into the lobbies, 
there were again disturbances and noises due to canvassing.) 


Mr. 8PE/CKER: Order, oidei. I must sa> that 1 strongly con- 
demn the methods wlyeh have been followed by certain members of 
dragging others — some to the right and some to the left. As I have 
repeatedly said, I -hope unseemh scenes should not be created on the 
floor of this House. 

[At this stage an honourable member, Mr. Narendra Namyan 
Chakrabai ty ( ?), was found dragging some members to his lobby.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Chakrabarty, I .must say that you are doing 
an act which I have just now condemned, and 1 am sorry that I hate 
to 4fiull you up. 

The division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 



AMal NafcttM, Mr. 

AM M tt*Ja Vtompart. Mr. Mi. 
AMti,«Mtf«, Mr. A. «. 
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AbBsl Pa bbar, MaatvL 
AMm KaPar, Mr. 

AIM Karin, Mr. 

A Mai Utff Mum, MaatvL 
AMai MaJlP, Mr. SyaP. 

AMal Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

AbPaNa-* MahnaM, Mr. 

A Mar Rahman, Kban BabaPar A. F. M. 

AMar KaacbM MahmssP, Mr. 

AMar RashsaP, Maalvi MP. 

AMar R aat, Kbaa lablb Muhrl I. 

AMar Raaf, Mr. Ibab. 

AMar Rassak, Maalvi. 

A Mat IbabtM, Maalvi MP. 

AMPar Rtta ObtwPbary, Kbaa BabMar. 

Abal Hathim, Maalvi. ** 

AMI Ha-ala, Mr. AbaiM. 

Abal Qaanm, Maalvi. 

Aftab Hetaln PaarPar, MaaM. 

AbaiM All, Kbaa Aabib Maataaa Enayatpari 
AbaiM All MriPha, Maalvi. 

AbanP Hotaia, Mr. 

AttaxaPPin AbaiM, Kbaa BabaPar. 

Aailaallab, Maalvi. „ 

Aaiir All, MP. Mia. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 

Atbrafall, Mr. M. 

AalaP Nataaia Kbaa, Maalvi. 

Aibar All, Maalvi. 

Baaatraiaa, Mr. H. G. 

Barat All. Mr. Mi. 

Baraiaa, BaM Upanpra Nath. 

Biswas, BaM Laksbail Narayan. 

Bratbtr, Mr. P. 0. 

Oampbatl, Air Bttrgt, Kt 
Ohipptnpals, Mr. 4 . W. 
dark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaapar, Mr. 0. «. 

CratlUIP, Mr. L. M. 

Oai, Mr. Aaakal OhanPra. 

Oat, Mr. KlrM Bbataa. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiabaa. 

EPbar, Mr. Upaairaaatb. 

Parhai Rasa GhnwPhary, Mr. M. 

Parbat Baaa Khaaaai, Btgvm. 

Pastal Hag. tba Haa’bla Mr. A. K. 

Paslal QaaPIr, Kbaa BabaPar Maalvi. 

Paslar Rabaiaa, Mr. 

Paslar Rabaiaa Maktaar, Mr. 

Ftrgataa, Mr. R. H. 

Oammatar, Mr. I. 0. 

Slats APla AhaiaP BMaPhary, Mr. 

Ralam larwar Natalal, Mr. thab lyap. 
BrlMtbt, Mr. 0. 

Baraag, Mr. DaaiMr lla|h. 

HabiMilab, tba Haa’Mt Rawab BabaPar K., at 
Oaaaa. 

MabtaPPIa ObaarPbary. MaatvL 
MamlaPPia AhaiaP, Kbaa lablb. 

HamlMaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaaassaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 

'Nathan AN Kbaa, Kbaa BabaPar. 

MaMaa MarabaP, Mrs, 

HataaiaNy PamaPar, Kbaa lablb, 

HaywaaP, Mr. Ragan. • 

HaaPry, OavM. 

Mlrtsal, Mr. M. A, F. 

Writ AbanP Mia Mr. 


Itpabaal, Mr. M. A. H. 

PalalsPMa AhaiaP, Kbaa Baha^r. 

PatinaPPia AbanP, Mr. 

KabiraPPJa Kbaa, Kbaa lahH. 

Maciaaablaa, Mr. 0 . 1 . 

MaBsaPPIa AbanP, Or. 

MalsaPPia AhaiaP OhaaPbary, MaatvL 
Magaira, Mr. L.T. * 

Mabtab, Mabarajkaaiar UPay Cbaap. 
MabtabaPPIa AbaiaP, Kbaa RAhaPar. 

Maapal, Mr. Baaka BtbarL** 

Maapaf, Mr. Birat Gbaapra. 

Maapal, Mr. Pagat Gbaapra. 

MaaintPPIa AkbaaP, MaatvL 
Masai All Kbaa Paaal, MaatvL 
Milts, Mr. 0. W. 

MHIar, Mr. G. 

Mllnt-Robartstn, Mr. G. E. L 
Marian, Mr. Q. 

Mailt ai A U Mallab, Maalvi. 

Maxanmtl Hag, Maalvi MP. 

MabammaP Afsal Kbaa lablb Maalvi lyap. 
MvhaaiaiaP All, Kban BabaPar. 

MabammaP Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

MabammaP lihagaa, Maalvi. 

MabamanP Itrail, Maalvi. 

MabammaP liPPigai, Or. lyap. 

MabammaP lalaiman, Mr. 

Mallick, tba Han’bla Mr. Makanpa Babary. 
Malfiek, Mr. Palin Babary. 

Masha mi ft Hatsain, tba Han’bla Nawab, Kbaa 
BabaPar. 

Mattagaswal Hagaa, Mr. tyaP. 

Maitvfa All Dawan Sahib, Mr. 

Naapy, tba Haa'bla Mabaraia Srit Gbaapra, at 
Katimbaxar. 

Natanillab, NawabzaPa K. 

Naas bar All, tba Han’bla Maalvi lytP. 
NazlmaPPin, tba Han’bla Kb«ra|atlr. 

Rimma, Mr. T. B. 

HaaraPPin, Mr. K. 

Pattan, Mr. W*e. 

Rahman, Kban BabaPar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tba Hon'bla Mr. Pratanaa Oab. 
RallbaPPIn TaratPar, MaatvL 
Ran, Mr. P. B. 

Ray, tba Haa’bla Hr Bijay PrauP t^gb, KL 
Ray, Mr. Obananjay. 
laParaPPin AhmaP, Mr. 

BaflraPPin AhmaP, Ha]l. 
laiim, Mr. I. A. 

larfcar, tba Hon’bla Mr. RalialRanjaa 
•asaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Ian, Rai BabPar Pagaah Gbaapra. 

•arajat Islam, Mr. 

HubabvPPIn, Mr. Kbwaja. 

IbamaaPPia AbanP KhgaPkar Mr 
•baanal HvPa, Maalaaa. 
ling ha, Baba Ksbatra Kalb. 

•tavaa, Mr. P. W. R. «■ 

IsbrawarPy, tba Haa’bla Mr. H. I. 

TamlsaPPIa Kbaa, MaatvL 
Tatat AbanP OhaaPbary, MaaM Ha*L 
W altar Rabaua, MaatvL 
Waal, Mn. ENaa. 

Wartavarth, Mr. W. B. 

Vasal AN ObaaPuary, Mr. 

Zahar AbanP IbaaPbary, Mr. 



RESOLUTION, 


69 


lain 


NOES. 


AM Hates, KIN Malar l]N 
Akkrt Itakln, SMfvi. 

AM Majtt. Maahri. 

AkBal WakaB, Maafvi. 

A>b M— il i fwter, MBStvi. 

AM raa* IRr. MB. 

Atkaryya OkaaBtary, Makaraja kaaki Kaata a* 

- * k 

w i 

Aftak AM, Mr. 

AstmaBBta AkmaB, Mr. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. F. 

Baatfjaa, Mr. Framatka Nath. 

■aatr)M. Mr. Wkaatfc. 

•aaarjf, Mr. katyi Frtya. 

Baaaarfat, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 
lanaa, Baka Pram kart 
Baraai, Baka kkyama Praia!. 

Baaa, Mr. taatatk Kaaiar. 

Bkaarmlk, Dr. BakiaBa OkaaBra. 

Bfewai, Mr. Raslk Lai. 
lltwat, Mr. laraaira Natk. 

Baaa. Mr. karat OkaaBra. 

Okakrakarty, Baka NaraaBra Narayaa. 

Okakrakarty, Mr. BatinBra Natk. 

OkattapaBhyay, Baku HartpaBa. 

OkaaBkari, Rat MaraaBra Natk. 

Daa, Baka Makiai OkaaBra. 

Daa, Baka RaBkaaatk. 

Baaa. Baka DakanBra Natk. 

Dai Bapta, Baka KhafaaBra Natk. 

Daa Bapta, Dr. J. M. 

Daa Bapta. Mr. NaraaBra Nptk. 

Datta, Mr. DkfraaBra .Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. NaraaBra. 

Datta, Mr. Sakaaiar. 

Datta Bapta, Miaa Mira. 

Datta MaxaaiBar, MraNIkaraaBa. 

KaiBaBal Nafaa, KaxL 

Farakai, Nawak kir MakiaBBla, Kt. al Rataapar. 
Bkaaa, Mr. Atal Krtokaa. ® 

BlaaaBBIa AkaiaB, Mr. 

Baama, Mr. k. A. 
f aawami, Mr. Tatol OkaaBra. 


Bapta. Mr. Ba<aak OkaaBra. 

Bapta, Hr. 4. N. 

Naaaa Xu CkawBkary, Mr. lyaB. 

Klauitotafka, Mr. FrakkaBayaL. 

BalataBBia Haikaaiy, Mr. lyaB. 

Baaak All MaJaaBar, MmM. 

Kana All Mina, kaklkaaBa Kavaa Bak IpaB. 
Kkaa, Mr. DaktaBra UR. 

Kaaar, Mr. Atal OkaaBra. 

KaaBa, Mr. Ntakftka Natk. 

Haiti, Mr. Nikaaja Bakarl. 

MaNra, Mr. karaaBra Makaa. 

Ma|i, ABwatta Kaaar. 

MaJamBar, Mra. Haaaprava. 

MaxaaiBar, Mr. BlraaBra Natk. 

Mil, Mr. Iiarar Oka*! 9 . 

MaaBai, Mr. Aarita Lai. 

MaaBal, Mr. Krtekaa PrataB. 

Maokal Maaaia, Mr. 

Maakarjta, Mr. kyaaapraaaB. 

MakarJI, Mr. DkiraaBra Narayaa. 

Makkarlaa, Mr. B. 4 

MakkarJI, Dr. N. 0. 

Makkarjl, Dr. Ikarat OkaaBra.’ 

Malllek, krljat Aakataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham OkaaBra. 

Fail, Mr. Baraka Fraaaaaa. 

FramaaJk, Mr. Tarlakkaraa. 

RamliaBBia AkmaB, Mr. 

Ray OkaaBknry, Mr. BlraaBra Kickara. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrlakaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa kaakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiakari Fati. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatfca Natk. 

Ray, Rai BakaBar KakiraB OkaaBra. 
kaayal, Dr. Na ilaakaka. 
kaayai, Mr. laaaaka kakkar. 
kaa, Baka Nafaakra Natk. 

IkakaBali, Mr. 

IkamMBBia AkmaB, Mr. M. 
klaka, Irljat MaaiaBra BfcaikM. 

Vaaaaf Mina. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 141 and the Noes 85, the motion was corried. 


Adjournment. 

he Assembly was then adjourned till 3-45 p.in. on Tuesday, the 
10th August, 1987, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[10th Ato. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly * assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act r 1935. 

The A.sskmhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 10th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haquk, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the ^leven Hon’hle Ministers and 224 elected members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Percentage of the total collections in respect of certain estates. 

•29. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state what 
percentages of the current demands the total collections of the Govern- 
ment attained every year during the last five years in respect of — 

(t) permanently-settled estates; 

(«) temporarily-settled estates; and 

I 

(m) estates held and managed direct by Government? 

t» 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the HonWe 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 29 , showing 
the percentage of the total collections on the current demand for 
the years 1931-32 to 19oo-iki . 



1935-36. 

1934-35. 

i 

1933-34. 

1932-33. 

1931-32. 

(t) Permanently- settled 






estates 

106-60 

102-64 

100-4 

• 95-67 

94-73 

(m) Temporarily-settled 
% estates 

102 81 

100-28 

97 18 

91-97 

92-36 

(m) Government estates . . 

102 07 

96 94 

79*97 

71-38 

76-63 


‘ BaBu NACENDRA NATH SEN. Were t ho. better realizations in 
1935-36 due to coercion on the part of Government officers? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: t No, Sir. 
Goyernment.repudiate any such suggestion. 


•4mT NACENDRA NATH SEN: What was the difference in 
percentage figures of 1931-32 and 1935*^36 due to ? 


The Hon’We Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Was the adoption of 
certificate procedure in a large number of cases in 1935-30 one of the 
reasons for increased collections? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY J 1 ask for notice. 


Number of unemployed who committed suioide. 

•30. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department Ik* 
pleased to state whether Gu\ eminent have any statistics to show — 

(i) the number of unemployed who committed suicide duriug the 
lust 3 years in Bengal ; and 

(ti) the names, addresses and educational qualifications of all those 
who committed suicide? 

(5) Will khe Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state the steps pro- 

posed to 1k> taken In Government to prevent commitment of 
such suicides'? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE end INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tbe Hon’ble Nawab Khwaje Habibulleh Bahadur, of 
Deooe):' (a) (i) and t?/) 1 have no information. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: What was the number of persons who 
committed suicide during the last three tears? 

*Tha Hon’ble. Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have alieady said that I have no information. 

• • 

# Maulvi ABDUL BARI: What is the number of unemployed matri- 
culates ? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULlAH Bahadur, of, Daooa: 

I have no informatidh, Sir. 
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Babu NACEHDRA NATH SEN: May I know whether his state- 
ment that he has no information is one that has been made in his 
personal capacity as Nawab Bahadur of Dacca or as a Minister ? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 
Whatever a Minister says on the floor of this House must be taken as a 
statement made by him as Minister and not one made by him in his 
personal capacity. The question of his personal knowledge cannot 
arise m this House. 

Mf. MANMATHA NATH ROY: May I ask whether Government 
has apy responsibility in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

No. 

* f 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08Ef Will the H on’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire into the matter and obtain information and place them 
before the House? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am prepared to give the detailed information after enquiry from the 
Department concerned. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will he ask for information 
himself from his Department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If specific instances are given, I shall ask my Depai tinent to furnish 
information about them. 

. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Did the Government try tp obtain 
information ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

We have got no information, but if, as I have already stated, specific 
instances are cited, we are prepared to enquire into the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI ; Is it not a fact that instances of such oases 
of suicide are recorded in t lie Police Department ? . * 

* Th. Hon’M. Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, M Dacca: 

I have no information. 

* Mr. *P. BANERJI: Is it not a fact 
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Mr. SPEAKER; I would tell you, Mr. B&nerji, that the form of 
your question is not in order. You can put it in this way:* Is the* 
Hon 4 ble Minister aware 


Mr. P.'BANglMI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that oases of 
suicide ar$ reported in thanas, record of whi(*h is kept in a register? 


The HovPble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have no information. 


Mr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. I hep: to 
submit that the right of interpellation is an important privilege of this 
House. We, Members, are entitled to obtain true afid correct replies 
to questions and not evasive replies. It is within your right, 
Mr. Speaker, to compel a Minister to^do so or to take such steps as to 
mnke him give a correct answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know that it is the duty of the Minister in 
charge to give a reply to a question concerning his department and you 
know also that Parliamentary conventions both here and elsewhere is that 
the Speaker has absolutely no control over the answers given by the 
Treasury Benches. As a matter of fact the Speaker has no jurisdiction 
to enquire as to whether the answer given by a Minister is correct or 
not. I 4 is open to the Members to take steps as proper or necessary 
under the Rules and Standing Orders in regard to incorrect answers. 
But I do not think it is within my competence to say whether an infor- 
mation given ft correct or not, nor can I compel to answer a question, 
in a particular manner — of course the Minister has to give some answer. 
I think that has been t*he convention. * 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M ay I know whether it is 
proper for a Member of this House to insinuate that a Minister has given 
an incorrect answ r er? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mv inline is that a Member cannot, of course, 
make any insinuation, but the point for consideration is whether the 
expression “incorrect answ T er” is an insinuation. Personally, I think 
a AUmber is entitled to enquire whether a statement is correct or not. I 
do not think that in Parliamentary practice the word “incorrect” has 
been taken as cfhe in the nature of an insinuation. 


The HovfMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Will not the right of 

interpellation be abused if questions of such •frivolous nature are to be 
allowed t 



74 QUESTIONS. [10th Aug., 

Mr. S^ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is that observation of the Hon’ble 
*Minister in order? , 

Mr. SPEAKER: He wants my ruling just as you did the* other day 
as to whether a question is frivolous or not. So long as the Hon’ble 
Minister wants for a ruling from me he can refer it in that* way. In 
this case the ruling that I gave the other day holds good. 

System of supplying identifiers to the process-servers. 

•^1. Maulvi MOHAMMAD ISHAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(/) that under the recent High Court circular stopping the prac- 
tice of supplying identifiers to the process-servers by the 
parties concerned, the process-servers find great difficulty in 
serving the processes made over to them for service; and 

(u) that reports recently received show that cases of rough handling 
of the process-servers have increased? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in t lie affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of reintroducing the 
system of supplying identifiers to the process-servers from the parties 
concerned ? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Mttsharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): No. Govern- 

ment are not aware of any such case of difficulty, Rule 77(?), Civil 
Rules and Orders, efmbles the process-servers to obtain identifiers in 
difficult cases. 

(i?) Government have no information on the point. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Since the issue of the High Court Circular 
are not the Munsifs more eager to dispose of eases than to do justice? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ido not know how this question can arise. The 
main question is of supplying identifiers to process-servers and the sup- 
plementary question has nothing to do with that. I am sorry I cannot 
allow this question. » t 

« 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in revenue and criminal cases identifiers are not necessary and 
that processes are o&eeutetl by the process-servers on their ovrn idfntl- 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Aahadu r\ 

I have nothing more to add. 

Mr. MHtZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the IWble Minister aware that 
if the system of supplying identifiers to the process-servers be reintro- 
duced ■ again the litigant public will be draped into unnecessary 
harassment ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is a matter of opinion, Sir. 


Introduction of the system of compulsory retirement of Government 
servants after 25 years’ service. 

•32. Maulvi MOHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Uon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether 
Government contemplate the introduction of the system of compulsory 
retirement of Government servants after 25 years’ service? 

MINISTER in ohargo of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sartor >: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’hle Minister for 
Finance lw» pleased to state why the introduction of that system is not 
in contemplation? * 

The Hon’blo Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Because it is not 
necessary to enforce it. A Government servant who has put in 2d or 
24 years service at the age of about 45 might he quite coni|»etent to 
continue.’ 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Is it not the best method 
of retrenchment to compel a Government officer to retire after the age 
of 50 years? 

-Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion and I cannot allow it. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to acute un- 
employment and financial stringency, will not retirement, if enforce^ 
help to bo1v$ unemployment as well as give financial relief? 

m. Hon’bi. Mr. # NALINI RANJAN. IaRKER: 1 have # not yet 
considered that point of view. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Finance 
•Minister ‘be pleased to state whether 25 years* service qualifies a man 
for full pension? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. NALINI .RANJAN 8ARKER: It does. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What are the reasons for not 
introducing the system of compulsory retirement after 25 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINJ RANJAN 8ARKER: As I have 

already said a man may be quite active after 25 years’ service. 

* 

Mr. P. BAN&RJI: Was not the system of compulsory retirement 
introduced about 5 years ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : 1 have no informa- 
tion. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Were any statistics ever taken 
by Government showing how many officers are competent to continue 
in service after 25 years? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKE-R: Government’s 
experience is that they are mostly competent. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon'bfc the Finance 
Minister be pleased to state the percentage of officers who joined Gov- 
ernment service at the ages of 22, 2d, 24 and 25 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : I want notice. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that within 
th© last five years steps were taken to enforce compulsory retirement, 
and, if so, what is the reason for a departure therefrom? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am not aware 

of any such step. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: How many per^ns aTe there in 
Government service, in provincial as well as in subordinate services, 
Nrho have put in 25 years’ service? 

Mr. 8PEAKIR: I thitak that is much too a comprehensive question; 
which does not arise out of the main question. * 
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Mr, RASIK LAV BISWA8: In .the Government aware tfiat com- 
pulsory retirement after 25 years will entail a substantial saving to 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: It may entail a 
good saving, but Government does not consider it a sound principle to 
follow just now. 


Effect to the reoommondations of the Mukherjee Retrefiohmmt 
Committee. 

•33. Mfttilvi MOHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the €£on’ bio Minister 

in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it 
is under the contemplation of Government to give full effect to the 
recommendations of the Mukherjee Retrenchment Committee, Bengal, 
1923? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: No. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Has the Government any inten- 
tion to give effect to the i ecommeiulat ions <>t the Mookerjee ( simmittee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Some of the recom- 
mendations have already been given effect to. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Ma\ 1 know which of the recom- 
mendations have been jjiven effeet to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 want notice. 

Extension of service to Government offloors. 

•34. Dr* H. C. MUKHERJI : Will the Honble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state the principle 
underlying the practice of giving extension of service to Government 
others ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The general prin- 
ciple is that eAeusions of service should not be granted. Exceptions 
are allowable only when they are necessary in the intereets of the pub’ 
lie service. • 

» 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: How many officers were given an extension 
of service after 25 years since 1936? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is much too a comprehensive question cover- 
ing the entire Government service. Surely, you oannot ^xpect that it 
is in the cognisance of the Finance Minister as to how many extensions 
have been given in the various departments. You must put specific 
questions so that Mr. Sarker may be able to answer them. * 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: How many officers of the Education 
Department were given extensions since 1936 after 25 years of service? 

The HotTble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : On what principle is an exten- 
sion considered necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: In the interest of 
public service. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it the Public Service Com- 
mission or is it the Government who will decide the question of granting 
an extension in the interest of public service? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: The question of 
extension is decided by the appointing authority. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What is the meaning of “in 
the interest of public service”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question of interpretation is quite a different 
matter and has nothing to do with supplementary questions. 


Posting of local offtoer or Deputy Conservator of Forests in his 
own district. 

•35. Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMED: (pj Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the T oreats and Excise Department be 
pleased to state whether it has been the policy of the last Government 
in the Forest Department io place at the head of the Forest Adminis- 
tration of a division a local officer or Deputy Conservator of Forests 
with headquarters in his own district? 

(b) If so, when was this policy adopted and for wfiat reasons? 

* (c) How many such local Deputy Conservators of FdTests are at pre- 

sent serving in their own division or district and for how long? 

(d) Is the present MiifSstry considering the desirability of adhering 
to this* policy? 
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MINISTER in charge of F0RE8T8 and EXCISE DEPARTMENT, 
’ (thaJion’Wa Sir. Prasanna Dab Raikat) to- 
te) No % 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Two, for about 1J years each. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Appointment of scheduled pastes in the Excise Department 

•38. Babu ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hobble 

Minister in charge of the Excise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many posts have been filled up in the Excise Department 
since the 1st January, 1932; 

(tt) how many of them have been given to (a) Hindu*, and 
(b) Muhammadans? 

(hi) how many of the Hindus belong to the scheduled castes; and 
(iv) how many of the said scheduled castes have been appointed as 
Inspectors, Sub-1 napectors and clerks, year by year? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: A statement is laid 
on the table. 

Statement ^referred to m the reply to starred question No. 36. 


<0 

.. 115 

(«») («) 

... 93 

(b) 

... 60 

m 

... 12 

(iv) 1932 

Nil 

1?33 

* Nil 

1934 

2 as Sub-Inspectors 

1935 

... I as Sub-Inspector 
and 

2 as clerks. 

193? 

... 3 as Sub-Inspectors. 

1937 

3 as Sub-Inspectors , 
and 

1 as clerk. 


No direct recniitn^nt was made in the* cadre of Excise Superin toft 
dents or Inspectors during this period^ 
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Milffrj ABDUL BARI: It appears from the answer that the total • 
number of appointments made is 115, of which 63 are Hindus add 52 
Muslims, who were the other people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: One is an Anglo- 

Indian and the other a Christian. 


Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: What is the principle 
underlying the appointment of scheduled caste candidates? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: The principle is 
one of requisite qualification. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many Muslims have been appointed as Inspectors, 
sub-inspectors and clerks year by year from 1932? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 want notice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What is the minimum 
standard of qualification that is insisted upon? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: That depends on 
the nature of the service to which recruitment is made. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the number of appointments from the scheduled castes has 
not bee*!* up* to ttlA prescribed percentage? 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: No percentage has 
been Axed as. yet, Sir. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Does the Government consider the 
desirability of appointing a larger number of scheduled caste 
candidates? 

The Hon’blo Mr, PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I cannot say off- 
hand, Sir. 



QUESTIONS. 


81 


193 ?.] 


Hr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister* consider 
the desirability of appointing some Inspectors from the scheduled castes 
either directly or by promotion? 

TIM Hoil’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB fcAIKAT: Yes, provided they 
are properly qualified. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in his department there are several qualified scheduled caste otficers 
who deserve promotion? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot say off- 
hand, Sir. 


Short-notice question. 

A member: I have given notice of a short-notice question and I 
should like to know when that question is going to be answered? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it would be inconvenient if every day 
the Speaker i n approached within the Chamber lor iniormation with 
regard to .shot t-not ice questions. You can take it that whenever a 
short-notice question is put,’ this Department semis it on to the Depart- 
ment concerned fui their consent to answei it and as soon ns that 
consent is given necessity action is taken. It the consent is not given 
the member concerned is also informed alnmt it. 1 can tell you that 
we have sent tour question to the Department concerned hut I may 
warn the House that m, hi hi re I shall not give any information as to 
what has been the fate ot a short-notice question. You can enquire 
from the Seiretai\ outside this Chamber It 1 allow members to 
ascertain on the Hoot of the House as to the fate of such short-notice 
quest ions, 'there would he no end ot interference with the normal busi- 
ness of the House entailing unnecessary waste of time. 

Dr. NALItlAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir, The Hon’ble the Chief Minister started by saying something 
in ordei to e\ade the question, and nn {sunt is whether an Tton’ble 
Minuter can evade knowledge when he has got that knowledge- 

Mr. 8PEAKER : l am afraid I must intervene tt this stage. 
When that point arose, it was decided then and there, and I do not 
think there is any matter which require* a personal explanation iroin * 
you. I do not think you or any member should explain your conduct 
unnecessarily., I am not going to allow any* personal statement to be 
made simply because ^ member lias been misunderst(x>d by a Minister 
or by an ordinary member on a previous occasion. 

A 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I beg to introduce 
a Bill to fix the salaries and allowances of .the Governor’s Council of 
Ministers. 

The Secretary, then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: What will be the procedure 
now that the Bill has been introduced by the Ilon’ble the Finance 
Minister? I see that there are a number of amendments. Your ruling 
on the hist occasion was that the mover of each amendment will be in 
a position to move his amendment and make speech in defence of his 
amendment and the original motion and t lie amendments will be dis- 
cussed together. I am raising this question because I gave notice of a 
large number of amendments which were in a consolidated form; but 
they have been split up. Shall 1 be permitted to speak on all the 
amendments together or shall I take them separately? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If they refer to one particular clause, and there 
are more than one amendments whether by yourself or any other 
member, I propose to have all the amendments moved together and 
discussed together and thereafter put to vot** one after the other. 
But if the amendments refer to different clauses, I am afraid, you 
cannot take them together. You can always put \our view’s before 
the House when \ou mo\e \our motion and you will have to take the 
sequence so long as it appertains to a different clause. For the time 
being in so far as the amendments of a particular clause are concerned 
1 think it will be convenient to the House and avoid waste of time 
if 1 allow’ amendments to be moved one after the other but with 
reference to one clause and- thereafter have a general debate. 

Mr, 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: On a point of information. 
Where there are amendments for reduction of Ministers’ salary to 
Rs. 500 and also amendments to reduce it to Rs. l,00(,t in which order 
will the vote be taken? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If Mr. Bose will draw my attention at the time 
when each amendment is put, each single item can be judged on its 
relevancy. If he will remind me at the proper stage I will give my 
decision. 
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The Hofl'bl. Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I beg* to move 

that the Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill, 1937, be taken into 

consideration. 

Section* 53(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, provides that 
the salaries of the Ministers will have to be fixed by this Assembly and 
until such salaries are fixed by the Assembly, Mis Excellency the 
Governor has power to fix the salaries of the Ministers. I am taking 
the first opportunity to place before the House the Bengal Ministers’ 
Emoluments Bill for their consideration. 

Under the old Act tiie Government consisted of Executive Coun- 
cillors and Ministers. The Executive Councillors used to get 
Rs. (14,000 a year, which sum was fixed by the Government of India 
Act itself, and the Ministers also used to get the sKine salary as the 
Executive Councillors unless and until it was reduced hy the vote of 
the Council, lleie under the Government of India Act, 1035, the entire 
emoluments ot the Ministers are to he voted In this Assembly. So l 
have given notice of this Bill fm the consideration of the members of 
this House We have fixed the salarv aftei taking all the tacts into 
considerat ion. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: including putty mn-uderation ? 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Ma\ 1 knou wliat are the fact* 

please !' 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I am coining to 
the jh iin t *» doti’t he impatient. We have taken into consideration the 
fact that such valaiv -should be given to the Ministers which will he 
indn at i v c ot oin dc-nt ot cutting down the cost of administration. 
We have also taken into consideration the tact that t he Ministers will 
have to move and live in a society where money has not yet become 
valueless. # Then* are tbe two mam considerations which have prompted 
me to put the salaries at figures such as we have suggested in the Bill. 
At this stage 1 do not want to say more. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is tlie '.a Ian fixed by II it* 
Excellency the Governor? 

flw Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 shall ntulc that 
in my reply. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : I beg to move that the Bill he circulated for* 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon b\ the 30th September, 1937. 

In doing so I am quite conscious of the fj*et that it is not a dilatory 
motion., Ministers or members on the Government side will perhaps 
jump up and say that* this motion has been moved only for the purposs 
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of shelving the question. That is not the point at all. It is not a 
dilatory motion as will be evident from the motion before you and 
what I have wanted is that the Bill should be circulated only to come 
up on the 30th September.* From the 1st October this Bill seeks to 
provide for the emoluments of the Ministers. I would ask the 11 
Ministers, particularly the Chief Minister or the Prime Minister by 
whichever name he may be called, to think for a while of the good 
opportunity that is before them. They should think whether it is a 
good beginning or a bad beginning of ruling Bengal by them. This is 
an opportunity for them to show to the people that they really want to 
do good to the people and not merely shed crocodile tears for the poor 
peasantry of the country. Ilis Excellency the Governor fixed the 
salaries at 11s. 3,000, 2,500 and 2,000. 1 say that this Government can 

be run by only two persons. Now we have so many limbs of the Govern- 
ment but at one time there were only 4 Executive Councillors and 3 
Ministers. These 7 persons used to get Its. 04,000 a year and when- 
ever there was a demand in this Ilonse for the reduction of that huge 
salary of the Ministers the usual cry was that consistently with the 
dignity and prestige of the Hon’ble Ministers they could not accept 
anything less than that figure. 1 was subjected to a lot of criticism at 
that time because I mmcil a motion for fixing the salary at Its. 500 a 
month. Members of Government then said that Mr. Banerji when he 
became tin* Finance Minister would certainh accept Us. 500, and that 
they would like to see that day. Sir John Wood head said that he would 
come all the way from England after his retirement to thank me. But 
look at the other provinces now. In (» of them the Ministers have 
accepted Us. 500 per month as salary. I fail to understand why in 
Bengal the Ministers cannot accept t hat sum. Bengal is a poor country 
and in the election manifesto Ihe Chief Minister said that the Ministers’ 
Hularx would he Us. 1,000. That was the declaration o! our present Chief 
Minister. Assuming foj argument's sake that there was no such 
decimation you will find Irom the motions hetoie the House that not a 
single member excepting perhaps Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has tabled 
a motion for an increase of the Ministers’ salary. I think he is not 
earnest hut has put that motion as a sarcastic motion; his idea may he 
to restore the stains The Hon’ble Mr. Eazlul II uq lots taken upon 

himself the responsibility of ruling this province and it is fair that 
thi" new administration should he run on some principle — principle not. 
of dividing the hool\ hut the principle <d sacrifice and service. L*ask 
what is the necessity of bringing in such a Bill if* they accept the 
principle of sacrifice and service. Here is a glaring instance of the 
change of attitude on their part. The lion title Air. Fazlul Huq 
declared at one time that lie will not form a party with the descendants 
of Clive and Mirjafar. May I ask him now what led him to form an 
unholy alliance with those* people leaving the people, who would have 
led Bengal on proper lines, aside. We were hopelessly disappointed 
particularly when this Bill was placed before U9. 4 
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I shall point out that so many persons are not necessary fa run tfye 
administration. There is no dearth of good men hy whom this 

administration can be run — five would be quite sufficient. I fail to 
understand why as many as 11 Ministers. are required. The work is 
not very heavy and I may say that they have very little to do. Still 

they say-they will require one year to release the detenus. If all the 

papers are placed before Sir Nazi he can dispose them off within a month 
and a half. We are aware that he piloted the Primary Education Act 
and the Development Act through this Council and there can he no 
question of his ability. If Sir Nazi wants to live up to his 

reputation 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ma\ l request the lion 'hie member to refer to 
him respectfullv Otherwise Mr. Banerji should expect to receive 
the same treatment as he is dealing out to the Ilon’ble Minister. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir. I have taken note of \oui warning and 
also that from the Hon’ble Ministers. 1 always threw the gauntlet to 
the Bureaucratic (u>\ eminent and it is up to the Ministers to take up 
that gauntlet but they do not. I am not afraid of the challenge. I 
make lx>M to sa\ that such challenges I have made in the shape of 
criticism of the working of the Ministers in this House including 
Sir Nazi 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji, if > on again refer to him like that 
I will ha\e tu rule \<>u out and ask you to sit down. I should like 
that a member should not address another except in a very respectful 
manner. You are not using the name properly and T cannot allow* 
you to subtract from <*r add to the name of any member. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: It was the piactice in the pie\ious House 
and we were allowed to say "Sir John , or "Sir B. h. . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will not allow you to question my decision. 
If >ou are not prepared to accept my ruling you will have to sit down. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, Sir. 
We are not used to bad manners. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Y ou are not the person to question it, it is 
for the Chair ft) question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble- Minister did not refer to ar v 
particular member and Mr. Banerji should^ not take it upon himself. 
Ho merely said that “we are not accustomed to bad manners”, without 
referring to any particular member. 
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. Mr. Pt BANERJI: Do you, Sir, direct that we should not take the 
names of other Ministers also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a parliamentary convention. That is why 
the names are not used. But in this country names are used and I 
am not going to disallow that. But I will not allow you to contract 
the name in a manner which might he taken exception to. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, as I was saying, whether the Chief 
Minister will agree with me or not, and I have said many a time in 
this House, that the history of British administration in this country 
has been a history of broken pledges. Sir, if there has been no change 
on his part I should say that he must not support this Bill. He should 
lather stand up and support the circulation in order to gather public 
opinion. It has been said that in regard to this Bill public opinion 
is not necessary. That was the old cry of the old Government in this 
House because they always thought that whatever was placed before 
this House than was reasonable and they must pass it. I would ask 
the supporters of Government, particularly the representatives of the 
Praja-Krisak and cultivators in this country* whether in the poor 
circumstances as they are to-day it is in the fitness of things that such 
a huge salary should he ghen or ealen up hy Ministeis of this 
country. If the Ministers would seize this opportunity and accept a 
lower salary that is possible for Government to pay, there would he 
large saving and also that would lx* selling a \ciy good 

example. High officials of Government should set examples 
as has been done in Madras. In Madras, we are all aware, 

the Ministers have accepted a salary of Its. o(JI) and have made a 
request to the members of the Service 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I am afraid your motion is to 
(‘licit public opinion, and 1 have allowed you so far to digress but 

I think everything has its limit. 1 would request you to confine your 

remarks to the issue, namely, that the Bill be circulated with a view 
to elicit public opinion and to develop your argument on that point. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sii, what 1 was submitting to you is that 

if example of other provinces is taken we will find .that that is the 

public view. The public of Bengal do not want that so much money 
will be given to the Ministers and particularly in thfe country and 

they also feel that so many Ministers are not necessary. Seven Mem- 

bers and Ministers used to run this administration and v I admit for 
argument's sake that for the first time seven Ministers are sufficient. 
What is the necessity for four others? From the facts before us yotl 
will notice that they are dummy Miuisters 
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Mr. SPEAKER: May I know what relevancy has the njimber of 
Minister on the issue of eliciting public opinion. You must show as 
to why this House should not immediately proceed to consider this 
Bill and why this Bill should he circulated to elicit public opinion. 

The only relevant issue for the time being is why this Bill should not 

be considered by this House but should go for public opinion. You 
can develop your arguments on that basis. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : If you x> restrict I should say that the public 

opinion in this country is very much against this Bill and therefore I 

have brought this motion in order to elicit public opinion. If public 
opinion is taken you will find that public holds that so many Ministers 
are not necessary and so much money should not beswnsted. That is 
the opinion outside and if the representatives of the people who have 
come here have to ascertain public opinion they should go out in their 
constituencies and bold meetings and then* ascertain public opinion 
and t lien come forward in tins House with their mandate and say 
whether the people of thi^ country, whose representatives they are, 
wanl this Bill, whether they want this top-heavy administration or 
not. For that reason 1 was appealing to the Ministers, particularly 
the Prime Minister, because he declared that was bis policy and that 
be will tty in minimise and curtail the expenditure as much us 
possible, and 1 was just enquiring wliethei it would be fair on bis part 
to join with other* people who I consider are absolutely reactionaries. 

1 would ask the hon'ble membeis of this House to cast off the shackles 
ami support my motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 think it would be convenient if instead of 

adjoin mug tne House fm- minutes after it is adjourned for prayer at 
this stage. 

The Ilfmse was then adjourned for In minutes. 

After adjournment. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the motion for 
circulation of the Bill. I consider this as one of the small matters 
that^vill come up. from time to time for discussion and decision in this 
Assembly. If the Government Bill be passed as it is, it will make 
a difference of % few lakhs and I do not think that the question is 
so grave that so much time should be wasted over this matter by # 
circulating this Bill for public opinion. Since Mr. Banerjee the pre- 
vious speaker, referring to the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. haslul Huq s certain 
Utterances made before the general eleetio&, made some remark*, I 
would ask for your jfermission, Sir, to allow me to say something fa 
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reply order to make our position very clear. It is true that 
Mr. Huq as such before his election made certain declarations and he 
as the head of the Proja Party put forward a certain programme 
before the country. It is. really unfortunate that he could 1 not come 
here in a majority to take charge of the Government by himself and 
his party. Now, Sir, as things are, he had to coalesce with some 

other group which did not agree exactly with his party. Now, if it 

is a sin to form a coalition Mr. Huq is a great sinner. But this must 
be known to all of you here that Mr. Huq as he now is the Prime 

Minister of Bengal, is supported by this side of the House and is 

therefore bound to follow the advice of his supporters. If he some- 
times makes some compromise with his party it is not because he 
goes hack on his own words but as n faithful leader of the party carries 
out the wishes of his party. So it is not always desirable that his 
past speeches should be cited to criticise the action of the Government. 

Now, Sir, 1 do not like to discuss the Government Bill on its 
merits. Just to show that tins Bill is not of such a great importance 
that it should be circulated. I should like to make a few observations 
in this connect inn. It is said that b\ accepting lower salaries the 
Ministers ought to show some gesture of s\mpath\. It is again said 
that as 1 hi ^ pnrt\ or that pnrt\ has accepted Rs. n()() — why should not 
the Bengal M misters follow the example. Sir, I do not think that 
these are matters which should be taken into consideration, while 
deciding what should be the pay of the Ministers. 'Hie only test 
ought to be whether b\ giving more pa\ or less pay to the Ministers 
we shall be serving the best interests of the country. t Then* w'as a 
time when the membership of the legislatures used to be the monopoly 
of Nawabs and Maharajas who could afford to ipend as much time and 
inoncN as was neeessan in this affair. But, Sir, since the legisla- 
tures ha\c been enlarged, the real representatives of the people have 
been able to come here and the situation has been altered We desire 
that the members of the Assembly should always look to the interests 
of the masses. In order that the members of the legislatures may 
always look to the interests of the masses, the interests of the different 
gentlemen representing the different constituencies must necessarily 
be just the same as the inteiesK of the masses. If there be any 
conflict of interests between their representatives and the voters, 
then 1 do not think that the representatnes will really lie able to 
carry out the wdshes of the voters. It will be to the interests of the 
voters themselves and 1 the people of Bengal if there b* an atmosphere 
t in which the real representatives can come and do their w r ork 
independently. As everyone knows — those whose have fought the 
election know*— one has to spend a considerable amount of money 
from Rs. 1,000 even up to Rs. 10,000 for fighting elections. I would ask 
ibis House whether a man "who is in a position to spend so much 
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money for his election is really belonging to the cultivator plass or ie 
really belonging to the class of people who are known as the rich. 
If one has to spend so much money and has to work without taking 
any money from Government, he must be q very rich man, and in that 
case it is no use saying that because he is a rich man his interests are 
quite different from those of the poorer people and he cannot work 
for the poor. Now, Sir, without casting any reflection, I may say 
that if Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker be asked to accept a small sum or 
even to pay a certain amount to some institution from out of bis own 
money he will be willing to work because lie is fortunately cireuins- # 
lanced. But everyone is not placed in that position. e must"* 

create such an atmosphere where the real representatives of the 
people can come and work. Now, Sir, it is a fact and no one can 
deny it that in the present order of things a memT>er of the legisla- 
ture, not to speak of a Minister, has to spend a large amount of money 
for maintaining his position. Therefore, it is desirable that wff 

should keep them economically independent, so that they may not 
look forward for small favours that Government may from time to 

time give them. Now it has been said with regard to this Cabinet 

that it is formed mostly of Xawabs, Knights and Maharajas. I admit 
that it is mi. It is so, because we have not been abb* \et to create 
that atmosphere where ordinan men, who are not so circumstanced 
as the Nawahs ma\ be in a position to come foiward and take charge 
of the administration, if we realh want that in tin* Cabinet and in 
this Assembly there should he only people’s representatives who will 
be independent and carefree, wo must see that they are 

gi\en such salaries and allowances as are necessary for 

maintaining their prestige and position. Sir, one question 

may arise. Is it ^accessary for the sake of Keeping one's 

prestige to spend so much mone\. In reph to this I should like to 
sa> that if in this eountn no one did ride motor ears and no one did 
live m decent houses, then the question would have been quite 
difleient.' But it \ou take the haul realities of life . 

Mr. JOOE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I rise, Sir, on a point 
of order!" If my hon'ble friend is speaking in opposition to the 
motion for circulation, then the question about the sufficiency or other- 
wing of the salaries does ndfarise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite agree with Mr. Gupta that the question 
about the merits of tile salaries does not strictly arise, but I have beej 
watching the speaker. He wants to make out that the Bill should 
not be circulated for public opinion and I am not anticipating what 
•he would like to say. I hope, however, thkt Mr. Hashini will confine 
Lin arguments to the relevancy of the isrfue before us. , 
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Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: I have already said that I did not wish 
to say these things in discussing* the merits of the Bill. But I should 
like to impress on this House that this Bill is one of the ordinary 
thing's that will come up from time to time for discussion, and just 
to elaborate my arguments I put forward the above arguments, but 
I did so not exactly for the purpose of discussing the merits of the 
Bill which will soon come up for discussion before the House. These 
will be coming before this House, Bills and resolutions and other 
matters of much greater importance and we d'o not think that we 
shall be in a position to send all these matters for circulation. For 
example I may refer to the Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment Bill, 
which we expect to come up before us very soon. For these reasons 
I oppose the circulation motion moved by my friend, Mr. P. Banerjee. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise to oppose the motion 
moved by my comrade Mr. P. Banerjee. He has moved for the circula- 
tion of the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. To me it is not 
only unreasonable but it is unnecessary. Only the other day there was 
a general election. So far as 1 remember there were different party 
manifestoes which made it very clear, absolutely clear, with regard to 
their attitude towards the cost of administration. Most of the parties 
in this House definitely stated in their respective manifestoes that the 
cost of the administration must be reduced. They also suggested that 
the high salaries of officials should he reduced. The part y to which I 
have the honour to belong -namely, the Proja Party — gave a very clear 
and unanimous opinion that the salaries of the Ministers should he fixed 
at a certain figure. Comrade Banerjee while speaking ,in connection 
with this motion. I believe, went through the List of Business with one 
e\e shut. Sir, possibly be referred to amendment No. S. Sir. had he 
gone a little below that page, namely, to items Nos. 10. 11, and 15, 
he would have seen that I had put in an amendment for Hs. 1,000 as 
Minister’s salan, and that my amendment (No. 8) suggesting 
Bn. o.-VM-d-O was by way of a huge joke. 1 presume my friend, 
comrade Banerjee, has not got the sense of humour to understand the 
meaning of m.\ amendment No 8. We are deciding this, matter here 
and to-du> and not to-morrow, because to-morrow may not come to us. 
Besides it is such a small nun ter that 1 must oppose the circulation of 
the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, when we used to take 
our seats here as members of the old Legislative Council I had rarely 
any occasion to oppose Mr. Banerjee. But to-day. Sir, quite 
unfortunately I find myself in opposition to his motion % for eliciting 
public opinion. 1 do not understand what good will come out of the 
circulation motion. This Assembly is sufficiently representative irf 
character. There are numerous political parties here — the Congress 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


91 


1987.] 

Party, the League Party, and the Krishak-Proja Party, and other, 
minority parties. They are sufficiently representative in character, 
and their opinion is the opinion of the whole of Bengal. So we have to 
decide the* jnatter here and now, and should not wait till the 30th of 
September. We know the burden will* fall on the shoulders of poor 
tenants; So we must see that only a moderate sum be allowed as 
Ministers’ salary, having regard to the condition of the inhabitants of 
this country. There are numerous motions proposing amounts varying 
from Rs. 5,000 and odd to Rs. 500. Sir. why not concentrate our 
energy on any one of these motions? If you want to give the Ministers 
a very moderate sum, stick to 11s. 500 per mensem. Let us see if we 
can carry that motion. There are also other modest motions, and we 
may take them up. In any case, there is no need to # wnit any longer. 
Besides, this is a question which has always been present, in the 
minds of the people outside, and we know the minds of the people and 
also what salary they would propose tm the Ministers. The present 
Ministers, again, in their election campaigns made it sufficiently clear 
that they would be quite satisfied with a moderate salary. (The 
ITon'hle Mr. H. S Srim \\\ \m>\ : No, no; never.) The members 
of the Krishak-Proja Path — even one of them - have all along declared 
that whatever proposals came tiom the Krishak Proja Parts, they 
would vote for them (The lion hie Mr. H S. St himw *nnv : No, 
ne\er.) Yes, you Mr. SuhruwanL also said the same thing during 
your election campaign. (The ILm lde Mi 11. S. Si ninw vitnv: Oh!). 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would request the lion hie Mr. Suhrnwnrdy to 
help me to set* that ordei is kept in this Home. (Cheers from the 
Congress benches * 

• 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE : 1 am afraid Mr. Suhrawardy hu« not yet 

forgotten his boyish pranks. If he challenges my statement, I am 

quite prepared to take up his challenge. But I can also throw down a 

challenge to him. 1 am a member of the Krishak-Proja Party We 

drew up a programme, and that programme was sanctioned h\ Mr. A K. 

Fazlul lluq, jvh«» is the Le.ulei oi the House Ui-day. I might add 

that my friend Mr. Suhrawardy also agreed to it. as also other Muslim 

Leaguers. He also made the same promises. (The llon’lde Mr. H. S. 

St'HRAWAiuiY : No, no. > Njwrt also made promises hut sou have now 
• . 
forgotten them. .Mr. Suhrawardy now shrinks from fulfilling his own 

promises and he wants to leiract them. We the members of the 

Krishak-Proja lAirty a t # least drew up our programme, and it was fully 

discussed and approved, after much fighting in our Proja Party office . 0 

And this programme had also the approval of the Hon’hle the Chief 

Minister, and he himself made it sufficiently clear to his constituency 

that his* soul would know no peace until and unless he could bring dal 

and bhat to the doors ftf the poor. But theYnanner in which he is going 
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to solvCrthe problem is by taking as much money as possible by way of 
salary! The Proja Party, Sir, condemn this policy, and4hink that the 
members of the Cabinet themselves should show the way how to 
minimise the cost of administration and the services by takixlg as low a 
salary as possible. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of information, Sir. 
Is the honourable member discussing the original Bill or the 
amendment Y 

Kazi EMOADUL HAQUE: If you do not follow, I cannot help you 
my friend. However, Sir, my .appeal to you now is that the Ministers 
would consider it thrice that the burden which they are going to throw 
upon t lie poor peasants by taking large Salaries be not such as they 
cannot bear. With these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion for 
circulation. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, may I, v\ ith the leave of the House, with- 
dimw the motion V 

The motion for circulation was then by leave of the House 
wit lid rawn. 


Cl (IN S(' 1 . 

The motion that clause 1 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


(la use 2. 

i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Clause 2 is now open for discussion. I might say 
at this stage that I propose, so far as clause 2 is concerned, to request 
all the members who have given notices of amendments to move their 
amendments one after another, and thereafter we shall have debate on 
the entire cluiise and amendments. 

Mr. «l. W. CHIPPENDALE: May I,aak one question, Sir? Is it 
your intention to take up consideration of sub-clauses (a) and (b) of 
clause 2 separately or together? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter which I will decide later on. 
Before I request Mr. Pain to move the next motion, thttre is one matter 
which I would earnestly request honourable members to remember. I 
have frequently noticed that whenever a member is speaking other 
members generally cross between the Speaker and the member speaking. 
I believe it is not generally known that it is against Parliamentary usage 
and practice for any member to cross between the Speaker and the 
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member who is addressing the House, because that really interwpts the. 
attention which the Speaker is to give to that particular member. I 
have seen this in the different sections of the House but I thought that 
the practice would stop of Itself. The number of such crossings 
however is increasing, so much so, (hat I think it my duty to draw the 
attention Of every member to it and £^woqld ask them to see that when 
a member is speaking none should cross between the Speaker and the 
member who is speaking. In this connexion I should like to state 
another matter and that is that I hd^e.seen frequently members leave 
at such irregular intervals that it is sometimes difficult for me to keep 
pace with the debate. I would request that members, when leaving the 
Chamber, will please do so without any noise. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Mn> 1 rise on a point of information, 
Sir? May I know what has become of amendment of No. 2, standing 
in the name of Mr. Rasik Lai Riswas? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has not moved it. Were you asleep at the 
time? 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, 1 have been advised by my 
friends that the amendment standing in m\ name is a very intriguing 
and dangerous amendment to mow*. and. therefore I do not move it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point oi order, Sir. 
Mr. Abdul Aziz’s amendment relates to the fixation of Ministers’ salaries 
to Rs. 1.000 per mensem. If \oii would look at page It of the agenda, 
i.e., to items No*. 10 agd IT. w>u will find that it is proposed to move 
that in clause in lines 1 and ”, the words “two thousand” be 

omitted. The effect of that is that the Ministers’ salaries would he fixed 
at Rs. oOO per mensem for each Now. the point which I am raiding for 
vour ruling is that, if this motion is taken up now, amendments Not*. 10 
and 17, automatically drop out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards that. I have already ruled that 1 
propose that all amendments relating to chaise 2 of the Hill should be 
before the House, and that $*rerv member having an amendment in his 
name would he eptilled to move it in the order in which it has been 
tabled. Thereafter, it will he open to the Speaker to see how one 
motion cuts agfinst another, and then to deride the matter. For the 
time being, however, this question does not arise. I call upon Maulana^ 
Md. Abdul Ajiz to move his amend merit. 

« 

Maulavta Md. ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, it will he moved by my friend 
l£d. Abul F&eI, and I do not, therefore, move it. 
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. Mr. M<f. ABUL FAIL: Sir, I beg to move that for sub-clauses (a) 
and (b) of clause 2 the following be substituted, namelj*, — , 

“to ea£h of the Ministers at the rate of one thousand rupees* per 
mensem. " 

The object of my amen^Spt^s tp £x the pay of the Ministers at 
at Rs. 1,000 per mensem. Sir, •Efengal i# a poor country, and a poverty- 
stricken country like Ben^Jll e*nnat afftfrd to pay Ministers more than 
Rs. 1,000 per mensem, for in^tlfSt case it would look like taking a 
dividend out of ill-paid workers. "’People think, Sir, that the charm 
of office lies in the salary>*tbe more the salary a man gets, the higher 
he stands iji tie estiinatjo^bf the people. But we know, Sir, that the 
^siiub 4mrt urc 1 value of a poor scientist or a teacher is much more 
than that of those who draw big salaries, or the emoluments of rich 
people. So, salaries should he reduced to a reasonable figure, and 
by reducing the salaries we may give the poverty-stricken people some- 
thin# substantial to live upon. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, max I take up all the 

amendments together because the\ are inter-connected or shall I take 
No. 7 first y 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as amendments on thU section are concerned, 
if your amendments arc more than one pm can take them together; 
but 1 do not think you can take up any item on another clause. You 
may refer, however, to the clear connection of your amendment with 
other Clauses winch will he open to discussion later on. 

i 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, with your leave may 
I move all the amendments with regard to clause 2 together. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, \ou can move amendments 7, 12 and 16. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 beg to move that sub- 
clause (a) of clause 2 he omitted. 

Clause 2 (a) sa \ s “to the Chief Minisfewat the rate of three thousand 
rupees per mensem." 

I beg to move that in sub-clause (h) of clause 2 in line 1, the word 
“other" he omitted. 

* Sub-clause ( h ) is to the effect “to eneh of the other Ministers at the 
rate of two thousand five hundred rupees per mensem".* 

I beg to move that in clause 2 (6), in lines 1 and 2, the words “two 
thousand" be omitted. * 
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The net result of the amendments which & move are, firefly, that 
the amendments do not make any distinction between the Chief Minister 
and the other Ministers; secondly, that the amendments, >jt carried, 
would not* allow fis. 3,000 per mensem to the Chief Minister, and 
thirdly, that the amendment % if carried* would not permit a salary of 
Rs. 2.500 ‘to the other Minister, JmJJhat^qch 0 f the Ministers will get 
a salary of Rs. 500 per mensem in. addition, to whatever allowance they 
are sanctioned by the House. 


Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: On a point of order. Sir. While 

these amendments are being^ moved, is it fight for the t hief Minister 

to move about from bench to bench and disffuqt attention 

- '\ 1 * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not think that I can stop anybody in the 
Hoiw* trom going from bench to bench, though I shall see that he does 
it in Mich a win as not to attract much notice. 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 do not for one moment 
challenge the leadership which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
claimed for the Ministry to-night. 1 did not join issue with him on 
the last occasion when he acclaimed the Cabinet as a popular Ministry 
and 1 will not challenge to-night his leadership of the Ministry whether 
iht* leadership is intellect iia'l, physical, moral or e\en fiscal. Therefore 
the point at issue with which 1 am concerned ioi the present is the 
question ot the status of the Chief Minister, the question of his salary 
and th<» question ot the salaries ot ten of the Chief Minister’s colleagues. 

1 see no reason why the present Chief Minister should find a statutory 
expression in a Bill pasted by this Legislature. It may not he unknown 
to the Finance Minister that the expression “Prime Minister” in 
England has obtained no statutory jorm As a matter of fact, there are 
Prime Ministers in the \aiioti* pn»\ mces oi Dominions and in Ihe 
Dominions them**el\e- hut none of the Dominions has given a statutory 
form to the expression “Prime Minister* or “Premier” or “Chief 
Minister”. Only in the somewhat novel constitution of the Irish Free 
State do we come across the expression “President of the Executive 
Council”, 1 know that the Chief Minister -in any country in the world 
is in the words of Gladstone^ “the ke\ -stone of the Cabinet arch”. I 
kno\? the Chief Minister of Bengal to-day- - is certainly a bridge of 
sighs between appointment on the one hand and disappointment and 
the dim dungeon of oblivion on the other, f am raising the constitu- 
tional issue hecafitfi I <lo not find in my studies of the constitutions of # 
the various countries included wuthin the British Empire the expression 
“Prime Minister” receiving statutory recognition. 

The hext proposal wdiich I make is that the salary of th$ Chi$f 
Minister should not be Rs. 3,000. I make the proposal on two grounds. 
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JTirat of all in the provisoes where the Congress Party is in a majority 
no such distinction has been made. The Chief Ministef is after all 
inter fare — -chief amongst equals. The salary of the Chief Minister 
has been put on the same footing as the salary of his other colleagues. 
The second point that I raise 'to-day is about the salary of the Chief 
Ministers as proposed in the Bill — the question of payment of Rs.. 3,000. 
That question I shall consider along with the question of 
salary to be paid to his colleagues. I shall r&aintain that 
these are extravagant figures. I heard just now the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister telling us that after a due consideration of 
all the facts and circumstances of the case the Ministry has come to 
the conclusion' that the salaries of the Ministers themselves should be 
Rs. 2, 500 pin* aHowance and the salary of the Chief Minister Rs. 3,000 
plus allowance. I am in the habit of reading very carefully the 
speeches of my honourable friends on the Treasury Benches. I read 
them with profit, ’bind sometimes with pleasure. The other night I was 
reading a speech of the Finance Minister in the Council that is dead in 
which an eloquent tribute wai paid by Trim to the doctrine^ of self- 
determination. The Finance Minister was at that time a*member of the 
.opposition and at that stage he was not prepared to wOTk the consti- 
tution unless self-determination was given to India. Self-determination 
According to him has now come and indeed it has come with a vengeance! 
Shades of Woodrow Wilson must have hoveied round his grave to-night ! 
What tangible evidence of the application of the principle of self- 
determination! 1 shall he only repeating the arguments which have 
been reverberating from one end of the country to the other when I 
say that the salaries proposed for the members of the Cabinet are 
extravagant. Ma> 1 give the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister who is 
very good at figures just a tew figures to show the great poverty of 
India and the great injustice that this Bill attempts to perpetrate on 
her Y 


In Japan the revenue is 217.1 crores and the income per capita per 
year is Hs. 181); the number of Ministers is 13; the salary of the Prime 
Minister is Hs. 1,500; t he salary of the other Ministers is Hs. 1,000. In 
province* in Canada where the revenue is about 100 crores of rupees, the 
salary of the Prime Minister no where exceeds Hs. 2.250. In the Irish 
Ftee State where the revenue comes up to about 48 crores the President 
—the redoutahle Mr. I)e Valera — for the present gets a salary of 
Rs. 1,000 and his other colleagues are content with Re. 1,275. Let us 
now for one moment consider the financial position of India as a whole 
and w hat place. India occupies in the rung of fiscal ladder* The income 
per capita according to liberal estimate in India fa £5 per year. The 
income per capita in Great Britain is £76 per year, in Australia £98; 
in the United States of America £91 : and even in Egypt it is i&l and 
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in lipan £14. On a consideration of all these figures does it lie in the 
mouth of the*Chief Minister and his colleagues to say that they will not 
be satisfied with a salary of less than Rs. 3, (KM) for the Chief and 
Rs. 2,500*for his colleagues plus allowance in both the cases? In pur- 
suance of the provisions of the Government of India Act the representa- 
tive of th*e Crown in this province made certain allowances on account 
of the salaries of the members of the Cabinet and if I am not very much 
mistaken, the Chief Minister has been getting a salary less than what 
has been proposed in this Hill and the other Ministers have divided into 
two classes, one set getting Rs. 2,500 and another set getting Rs. 2,000 
a month. That arrangement came into force on the 1st April, 1937. 
The Council of Ministers struck the bargain and accepted appointment 
on those te$ 3 pf* IV hat has happened in the interim Ihnt not only the 
number which was in existence on the 31st March should be increased 
to 11 (it is a sporting number), but that the sularies and allowances 
must also be increased? With the surplus with which the Finance 
Minister regaled us the other night, are we now' to reap the first fruits 
of that victorious surplus in increasing the salaries of the Hon’ble 
Ministers? I heard my friend Mr. Hashemy say just now that after all 
a few lakhs in this country does not matter. 1 hope and trust that 
with the passage of years not only will knowledge come to Mr. Ilasheiny 
but wisdom “now lingering in the shore” will also come to Kim. It is 
not a question of a tew lakhs that is t he issue before the House but 
either to-night or fo-inorrow or the day after we shall have to consider 
Bills which will impose considerable financial obligations which the 
slender resources of this province will find it impossible to liquidate. 

« 

Last of all, ma\ 1 remind the Chief Minister about the w r ritten pledge 
winch be gave to the Pntja Parly of which he is the acredited leader and 
to his electorate that no office of profit or trust under the Crown was to 
be valued at more than Rs. 1,000 a month? We all know' the distinc- 
tion between the Log Capin and the White House. Is not the differ- 
ence between 13)00 and 3,500 greater than that? And after all, all 
this is being demanded on the doctrine of self-determination ; self- 
determination and political leadership indeed ! Sir, we finished our 
general discussion in the budget. The beneficent nation-building de- 
partments have been starved, and stranguhfted and shall I take it from 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister ’with all the weight of his authority and 
dual personality about which he spoke the other night that this expen- 
diture is also an item of expenditure in an additional beneficent depart- 
ment of the Stale? I pause for a reply. Sir, last night the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister used an expression which has been prohibited in 
the British Hojise of Commons. He called a statement of a member of 
this side of the Hotur an absolute lie. , 

Th# Hort'ble Mr. A.' K. FAZLUL HUQl I do not think I did that. 


7 
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Mr. PRAMATHA RATH BANERJEE: You will be good enough 
to look at the official report and you may possibly find, Sir, that my 
recollection serves me right. 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall pause for a reply from the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister who has a dual personality, as he assured us last night, 
personality as the leader of the Proja Tarty — one of the great parties 
in Bengal and a personality as the Chief Minister of the province. 
(Ironical cheers from Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy.) I hear ironical greet- 
ings from my friend Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardv. * I have been accustomed 
to such greetings for such a length of time that I welcome such greet- 
ings with the highest respect. 


Sir, I have brought my arguments to a close. Let the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister and his colleagues cast a look round — let them pause 
over the poverty, the illiteracy of th^wia*w|es in this province, let them 
consider the future, let them cast a longing lingering look behind at 
the masses from whose moorings they have cut themselves adrift. Let 
them consider for a moment that this cut I propose on behalf of the 
Congress Party in India is the symbol of a new orientation of policy, 
it is the symbol of a new ideology. That orientation of policy and 
that ideology, Sir, may be the accepted creed of the nation to-morrow. 
Sir, let the Hon’ hie the Finance Minister and his colleagues pause and 
consider not in the deep midnight of their minds hut in the glaring 
light of the day. Let them consider for a moment the position in 
which they are not only placing the Ministry hut the country in 
general. 1 will not repeat. Sir, what the Hoe’ble Ministers elsewhere 
have done. I was told that they might have done it in far off Scotland 
but not in the highway towards London. The net results, therefore, 
of my amendments are, first, that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will 
get a sum of Rs. 500 per month along with his ten colleagues. There- 
fore, Sir, the Ministry will consume a sum of Rs. 5,500 per month, 
nearly the figure approximating the salary of one of those Members of 
the old service which was described by a person, whose memory I am 
confident, the Hon’ble Minister for Labour bolds very dear, as a 
“white elephant.” Let this he the motto of the new Ministry that 
they will dedicate their lives to the service of the nation. Let this be 
the motto of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that the finances of a 
country cannot on the pretence of self-determination be frittered away. 


Mftlllvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (<i) in lines 1 and 2, for the words “three thousand,” the 
words “two thousand and five hundred” be substituted. 
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The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 


M 


iir. SPEAKER: I would request Mr. Tarafdar not to discuss the 
issue on the ground of personal expenses of any member. If he does 
that, it will be open to serious objection. I think Mr. Tarafdar will 
keep within the bounds of Parliamentary practice. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, T beg to move that in clause 2(a) in 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “three thousand rupees” the words “one 
thousand rupees” be substituted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 2 (b) in lines 1 and 2, the 
words “two thousand” be omitted. 

Sir, after the eloquent speech delivered by Mr? Prainath% Nath 
Banerjee in moving his motion, it is needless for me to speak much on 
this point. Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar need not be very much impatient, 
as we have not the slightest idea of decrying the Chief Minister in the 
eyes of the people und for that reason I have suggested, in order to 
enable him to k<*ep up his prestige and dignity, an increment of Rs. 500 
over the salary to be paid to the other Ministers. 1 consider thut there 
should he some such provision for the simple reason that the Chief 
Minister is placed in that position. The history of the Prime Minister 
in different parts of the world is that the Prime Minister has always 
worked from the point of view of service and sacrifice. As I pointed 
out in the earlier part of the debate, the Ministers in other independent 
countries have always served the country from the highest principle of 
service ami sacrifice. We expect this also from our Ministers here. 
But we have f!een ImpelessU disappointed. We know and the Prime 
Minister also knows— tlyit in England and oilier countries, ns has been 
pointed out b\ Mr. Banerjee, the salaries paid to the Ministers are 
very low. Even in England, if the income of that country he compared 
with that of ours, we find that probably the salary of the Prime 
Minister is very low. This, I submit, should he the motto of our 
Ministers and the\ should, of their own accord, accept n smaller 
salary. Now ; Sir, as that lias not been suggested, it has been our 
duty to bring forward such a motion. Now, it has been contended 
that it will not be possible for the Ministars to keep up their prestige 
and dignity. May I know the reasons why ? Is it because that the 
Ministers by the mere touch of the Government wand get themselves 
turned into a miraculous position? We have noticed always that 
whenever members of the legislature become a member of the Govern- 
ment they become entitled to certain salaries. But they should not 0 
at the sam* ^me forget that they are serving a very poor country. 
But I find that on the floor of the House it has been contended that 
these Ministers should be paid according to their market quotation. 
That is what is necestary to keep them in # body and soul together. *1 
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think in this country where the poor people are dying from starvation 
their representatives, i.e., the Ministers, should not be trotting about 
on fat pay. Do you not think that it is a crying shame on the part of 
these Ministers that they will not come forward to serve this country 
from the point of view of service and sacrifice? It seems that they 
are only out to get all the spoils. 

As to my other motion in which I have suggested that the words 
“Rs. 2,000’ ’ be omitted, its effect is to give Rs. 500 as the salary of 
the Ministers. Sir, if the Ministers of other provinces have accepted 
a salary of Rs. 500, I fail to understand why the Ministers here should 
not accept that salary. I have suggested this curtailment from the 
pure and simple economic point of view. I would challenge any mem- 
ber to state whai is the ground behind it. What reasonable ground 
can there be for giving these Ministers more than Rs. 500? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Y ou cannot challenge but you may have your 

flay. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Just as you please, Sir, Mr. Rajibuddin 
Tarafdar stood up to say that the Ministers should be paid more. I 
fail to ynderstand the reason why they are entitled to a higher salary. 
I would now point out that the hon’ble mover of this Bill declared that 
he was prepared to accept a salary of even Rs. 500. I do not know 
whether he will make handsome contribution of Rs. 2,000 to some 
nation-building departments or propaganda work. But I would ask 
him to stick to his utterances and to accept my suggestion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Gir, may I be permitted 
to withdraw item Id and move numbers 11 and 15 together? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 11 has already been moved and you will 
have to wait your turn to move No. 13. 

Matilvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in 

clause 2 (h), in lines 1 and 2, for the words “two thousand five 

hundred rupees”, the words “two thousand rupees” be substituted. 

« 

(Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar spoke in Bengali on his motion 

No. 14.) 

' * 

(While the member was suggesting that the pay of the Ministers 
v should l>e fixed with reference to their personal expenses — ). 

Mr. SPEAKER: OrdJr, order. I would request Mr. Tarafdar not 
to disctass the issue on the ground of personal expenses of any member. 
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If lie does ^ that it will be open to serious objection. I think 
Mr. # Tarafdar will keep within the bounds of parliamentary practice. 

(At olle stage the speaker referred to his opinion that a very small 
salary was proposed only in order to break the present ministry and to 
show their want of confidence in them.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I enquire, Sir, how the 
question of confidence or non-confidence can arise out of this motion P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have been listening to the Speaker but he does 
not seem to have gone beyond his limits. He is perhaps developing Ilia 
point with a view to show, so far as the question of salary is concerned, 
what the intentions of the cultivators are, as certain speakers have said 
that the people demand this and that. If the member gives that 
picture, I cannot surely stop him. 

(At another stage of his speech Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar referred 
to the fact that “Baro” (12) Uhoots (ghosts)” inclining thereby — anybody 
and everybody, all and sundry, were taking away the money of Bengal 
and of India.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Why not thirteen “bhoots” so 
that he himself may be one of them? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddiu need not worry because the 
speaker has not fully described them! 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDlflN AHMED: lie was searching for some one 
else, Sir. 

(Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar finished his speech.) 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that'in clause 2 (b), in lines 1 and 2, for the words “two 
thousand five hundred rupees” the words “one thousand rupees” be 
substituted. 

Ilf moving thiq amendment, I cannot resist the temptation of review- 
ing* by way of a passing reference, the memorable speech delivered by 
Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, the great projd-handhu of Bengal, nay, 
also the proja-bandhu of Assam. The argument he has brought forward # 
m support of his motion is amongst others that to reduce the salary of 
Ministers is to break the Ministry. In the course of his speech he also 
said that to give the Ministers only Rs. 1 ,00(f per month each would be 
p&rctioally not to ask<hem to work as Ministers. His arguments, if l 

may be permitted to say so, are not only*childish, but silly and stupid. 

. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Hashemy, you must withdraw 
your last expression. 

Mr. Sytd JALALUDDIH HASHEMY: In obedience to your order, 
Sir, I withdraw the word “stupid,” but it is quite parliamentary, Sir, 
I submit 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You cannot question when I have 
given a decision. If you have anything to sav, you can see me in my 
chamber; nor can your apology lie of a nature which detracts from the 
true spirit of an ajmlogy. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIH HA8HEMY: I withdraw it. Maulvi 
ltajibuddin Tarufdar made a reference to t lie Bogra Krishak Conference 
in the course of his speech. Sir, I, too, had the honour of being invited 
by him to that Conference. Among many other things, I was told by 
him that he never took his tea, rhota hazri , lunch, or dinner, unless he 
was satisfied that the tenants — the pro jas — of Bogra had also taken their 
usual tea, lunch, and dinner. To-day, of all days, however, I find a 
different, picture in him. He is advocating the cause of big salaries for 
Ministers, and amongst other things lie lias quoted t lie salaries drawn by 
Mi nisters in the Punjab, but I do not know, Sir, how and why he has 
chosen to forget the salaries drawn by Ministers in Madras, Bombay, 
the United Provinces, and other provinces. Sir, Maulvi ltajibuddin 
Tarufdar had so long loudly declared at several conferences convened 
by him, and 1 hope the Ilon’ble Finance Minister will bear me out, that 
the cost of administration must be reduced to an extent by which t lie 
jtrojm of Bengal will l>e benefited in regard to^ their health, education, 
and other things. But, Sir, what is his achievement to-day? I can 
tell you, Sir, the reason why he is echoing his master’s voice to-day. 
If I am permitted to say. Sir, I would say that Maulvi ltajibuddin 
Tarufdar is a candidate for nomination to the District Board of Bogra! 


Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order. Mr. Hashemy, may I remind you 
and other members as well that it is not permissible to any member to 
attribute motives to a brother member and I hope you will not do so? 
This is the second time that I have had to call you to order. I anr. very 
sorry but I must tell you that attributing of motives begins and ends in 
such disorder that if everybody began to do so it would be almost 
impossible to carry on t he business of the House. So, in the interest of 
y harmony and peace of this House I hope you will no longer do so but 
withdraw the expression. 

Mr; 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: .1 bow down to the 

decision of the Chair, Sir. 
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If I am permitted to say, Sir, Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar has also 
ascribed motives 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not remember to have heard anything of the 
kind in his speech. He spoke very softly, it is true, and if 1 may have 
missed, some of his utterances, why did you not draw my attention to 
them at the time. You, on the other hand, are speaking in a tone which 
we can sufficiently catch and you have been correctly heard; so, 1 must 
ask you to withdraw the expression. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: 1 have already withdrawn 
the expression, Sir. 

Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar suggested that there arc people who are 
bent upon breaking the Ministry under some disguise. Sir, 1 take 
strong exception to these remarks of his. The question here is simply 
the fixation of Ministers' salary. I have no option in the matter; no 
choice in the matter but 1 must follow the mandate of my party. The 
mandate is hen* and I must follow it. It is no business of Maulvi 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar or any member of the House to suggest that we 
have decided to do these things, that is, to fix their salary at a lower 
figure because we want to destroy the ministry, the ministry formed by 
the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fa/.lul llutj as the Premier of Bengal. Sir, may 
j say that it was under the ipspiration of the Hon'ble Thief Minister that 
the Krisluik-Proju Party has gone so tar as to suggest that the salaries of 
the Ministers should be Rs 1,000 plus Ks. 500 to every Minister and 
plus Ks 1 ,000 to the Prime Minister by way of sumptuary allowance P 
We got this inspiration from whomP We got this inspiration from him, 
Sir,; from the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. 

• 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is absolutely incorrect 
to say that, I ever gave any such iuspiintion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : May I submit, Sir, 
very respectfully through you to the Hon'ble Mi. bazlul Huq at this 
fog end of his life when he has earned much already, when he has spent 
much already, and when he has given to the poor much already, at this 
fag end of his life as the Premier of Bengirf — may 1 submit to him that 
he wjjl be good enough to show an example to his colleagues as well us 
to his countrymen, both Hindus and Muhammadans that he is really 
after the dal ^jd bhat of the ProjasP Dal and bhat are his words and 
they appeared Jh the manifesto issued by the Krishak Praja Party just 
before the election. 

Sir, one word more and I have finished. My friend Maulvi Rajib- 
yddin Tarafdar should remember that most of the members of the 
House, particularly tjie members of the Krishak Praja forty have net 
come here through the backdoor, but with others through the same open 
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fontest , though it may be not with as much popularity as he is supposed 
to have in his constituency. But, Sir, if I am permitted *to say where 
is his popularity to-day and what will be his position to-morow? I had 
the honour of reviewing the condition of the District Board of Bogra in 
connection with a conference which I had the honour to attend a few days 
ago and I had opportunities of reviewing his position in Bogra where 
he claims to be the undisputed leader of the Praja Party. I will give 
him a note of warning that if he goes on in this way attributing motives 
to his colleagues and friends belonging to the same party the day is not 
far off when he will be kicked out of his constituency 

(Cries of withdraw.) 

Mr. M. A. I8PAHANI : Ls the hon’ble member entitled to use 
the expression i ‘kicked out”? 

The Hort’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I know whom he 
referred to? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: My difficulty has been that before I could hear 
what Mr. Hashoiny said his voice was drowned in such a shout that I 
could not catch him. Will Mr. llashemy tell me whether he has used 
the expression “kicked out”? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, T was carried away 
by inspiration and do not remember exactly what T said. 

VoiCOS: He used the expression “kicked out” 

i 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: He meant the Chief Minister although 
he now says he does not remember but he did use the expression that 
“he will be kicked out”. 

(Cries of No, no.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want to know whom he 
actually did mean. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I was referring to Maulvi 
Uajibuddin Tarafdar. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Whether you refer to Mr. Rajibu£din Tarafdar or 
^the Ilon’ble Mr. Farlui Huq that is an expression which is most strongly 
condemned and I hope you will unequivocally withdraw that expression. 


, Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : I do not remember the 
exact words. But if I had used that expression I withdraw it. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If you had remembered it I would hare taken you 
at y^ur word.* But in view of the fact that you do not remember I think. 
I have to accept the words of other members that you have used the 
words kicked out”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want to know if the 

honourable member refered to me, because if he did I will certainly 

take steps. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Certainly not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It does not matter whether you used thatexpres- 
sion in regard to the Ilon’ble Mr. Fazlul Iluq or* Mr. Rajibuddin 
Tarafdar. As the Speaker of the House I have to look after all members 
of the House and I ask that you should withdraw that expression at the 
quickest moment possible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Yes, I have. If I have 
used that expression I withdraw. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Ilon’ble the Chief Minister 
has held out the threat in this House that he will take some steps while 
>ou are here. May I knqw whether he is entitled to threaten any 
member like this!* 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 mu*! allow a certain amount of latitude when one 
is supposed tojiuve been spoken to in such a manner. I am perfectly 
certain that l)r. Sanyal knows the law of this House that it is the duty 
of the Speaker to mak*» him withdraw and apologise. I cannot take 
responsibility for the action of any member and 1 cannot certainly 
control the action of any member outside this Chamber. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Sir, all the amendments moved to-day deal 
with the question of the emoluments that the Ministers of Govern- 
ment should Teceive in order that they may carry out their work 
pioperly and efficiently. To my mind it is not a question of whether 
they should get Rs. 500 or Rs. 1,000 a month or any other sum which 
any individual member of this House may suggest. The question is 
whether the proposals made by the Government in the Bill we have 
before us are seasonable or whether they are not. Now, Sir, I do not 
wish to say anything personal and I am sure I shall be called to order 
if I do so. But what I say is that it is not a question of whet salary 0 
the Hon’hle present Chief Minister is fit to get or what salary the 
Ilon’ble the existing Finance Minister is fit# to get in accordance with 
his ability: that is not the question before the House at all. The 
question is what is a suitable salary to be paid to the Chief Minister, 
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whoever he may be, not only now but probably lor many years to 
come and the same remark applies of course to the other Ministers also. 
I am assuming for the moment that we accept the suggestion that the 
Chief Minister should get more because he has greater responsibility. 
I beg to suggest further that it is not a question of what the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister or any other of fhe Hon’ble Ministers may have §aid 
in their constituencies either before or during the general election — 
that is not the question before the House. Promises are often made 
at the time of a general election but they need not be taken too seriously. 

I am a business man and not a politician. But I have found in the 
course of my business career that it never pays to try to introduce 
economy at the top. This is true in the case of the administration of 
a business and at'er all the administration of Bengal is the administra- 
tion of another kind of business. Sir, my experience has been that 
it never pays to economise at the top. It never pays to skimp things 
at the toj>. We want good men. I do not think you can get good 
men unless you pay them adequate salaries. It has been said that the 
proposals of t he Government mean paying 11 times three thousand 
multiplied by twelve, that is more than d lakhs a year. I say if you 
get inefficient Ministers at the head of the Government they can easily 
by muddleheudedness and so on waste not 0 lakhs of rupees but much 
more than that. Aiihough I have every sympathy with the mover 
and 1 know Bengal is a poor country, my feeling is, as I have said, 
that it is no economy to cut down salaries at the top. Of course, if 
my friends on the right, the Congress party, come into power and if 
they are prepared <o accept a salary, Its. 500 as Ministers, then 1 would 
have every admiration for their patriotism. But nevertheless I regard 
lbs. 500 ns an unduly low figure. Sir, 1 should like to cite the instance of 
<i very ( harming Indian gentleman who was a* Minister in one of the 
other provinces under the old system of Government. What did he 
do? He took his salary and only kept as much as he needed end the 
rest he gave away in charity. 

1 here is just one other point and that is — it is to my mind 
rather ridiculous to fix the salary of Ministers at Rs. 500 because there 
are no officers in Government service, at any rate in the senior service, 
who get less than Rs. 500 a t pay. So it would be rather absurd that 
the Ministers should get less pay than the subordinate officers serving 
under them. Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. • 

Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Sir, I, move that the amend- 

% ments under’the clause be now put. 

1 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot accept the closure motion at this stag? 
because I do not think thjit the matter has Jbeen sufficiently and 
thoroughly debated by the members of this House. 
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Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I rise to support the amend* 
meat moved *by my friend Mr. Muhammad Abul Fa*l (Amendment 
No. 4-6). # ' 

Now, Sir, if the original sub-clause to clause 2 of the Bill proposed 
by the Government is replaced by the amendment proposed it will run 
thus: that.-there shall be paid a salary to each of the Ministers at the 
rate of Rs. 1,000 per mensem. Independently taken this proposed 
clause may mislead some of the honourable members of this House. 
They may think that only 1,000 rupees has been proposed for each of 
the Ministers as salary per month. But I draw the honourable mem- 
bers’ attention, if I may be permitted to do so, to a* not her amendment 
standing in the name of Mr. Ramkuddin Ahmed and others Nos. 23-26) 
which proposes that each of the Ministers will get 9 nn allowance of 
Rs. 600 j>er mensem and the Chief Minister will get u special allowance 
of Rs. 1,000 per mensem Now, the amendments are proposed ill 
accordance with the resolution that was accepted in the Krisak Rraja 
Party only a few da\s ago — 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Ma\ 1 give you a little direction Y You can 
discuss the principle ot the party. But what has been the decision of 
the party is not the subject matter of reference in this House: that is 
purely an internal arrangement of the party. I think I can j»ermit 
any discussion of the principle, e.g., of the Proja Party or the League 
Party or the Congress Party within this House but any decision arrived 
ot in the party should not be discussed and should be left out of dis- 
cussion. The House should not be swa>ed by any such consideration. 

1 think 1 will have to adjourn the House now as we had a prolonged 
sitting yesterday. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
1 1th August % 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly , assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of Indii Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 11th August, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker ( v the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.). 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 226 elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of Muslims in the teaching staff of the Bengal Veterinary 

College. 

♦37. Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of (he Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the present number of members in the teaching staff of the 
Bengal Veterinary College; 

(ii) how many of them are Mussulmans; and 

(«Y) the number of Mussalmans amongst other staff? 

(b) Are there any rules laying down the proportion of Muslim 
appointments in regard to these posts? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the negative, what step, if any, do- 
Government propose taking to promulgate rules laying down ths, pro- 
portion of Muslim appointments? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
* DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Daooa): ( a ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) As far as posts on the teaching staff are concerned, the answer 
is* in the negative. In the subordinate and clerical services, the mini* 
mum proportion fixed for Muslims was one-third. 
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(e) The posts on the college teaching staff in the Higher and Lower 
Veterinary Services require a highly specialised training and hitherto* 
the ffumber of Muslims with the requisite technical qualifications has 
been very .small. I hope that as the number of properly qualified 
Muslim candidates increases, it will be possible to select a larger number 
of Musliiqs for these posts for which besides high technical qualifica- 
tions an aptitude for teaching is necessary. 

In any case, I can give an assurance that as vacancies arise the 
claims of qualified Muslims will not be overlooked. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clavse ( a ), (i), (it) and (Hi) of started 
question No. 37 showing the number of members in the teaching staff and 
employment of Muhammadans in the teaching and other staff of the 
Bengal Veterinary College . 

Present number of Number of Mussalmans Number of Mussalmans 
members in the in the teac hing staff. amongst other staff, 

teaching staff. 

Indian Veterinary Service. 


Principal 1 Nil .... Inspectors 2 

Veterinary Assis- 
tant Surgeon 1 

Bengal Higher Veterinary Sen'ice. 

Vice -Principal I Nil .... Ministerial Service 1 

Typist . . 1 

Oomjfounder . . ] 

Bengal Loner Veterinary Senna-. 

• 

Lecturers . . 6 Lecturers . . 2 Hiding Master . . 1 

Head Constable 1 

(Veterinary Pre- 
ventive Force.) 


Subordinate Veterinary Service. 

(Inspector’s cadre) 1 Nil .... Constables .. 6 

Assistant Lee- • (Veterinary Pre- 

^ urer - . ventive Force.) 

Total ... 9 2 U 

• 

Tha Hon'ble Hawaii Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa;. 

May I, with^your permission, Mr. Speaker, explain that the second 
column of the statement represents the nqmber of Muslims on the 
teaching staff and the third column represents the subordinate, clerical 
and miscellaneous staff of the College. • 
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Mr. PROMATH A RAMdAN THAKUR; With reference to answer 
\b), has any percentage of scheduled castes been fixed P # 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: With reference to 
answer (/>), when was the proportion of one-third fixed, and by whom? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

By Government. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With regard to answer 
(c) what are the* number of scheduled caste 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Order, order: This question deals with the 
appointment of Muslims in the Veterinary College. I have already 
allowed one question which has no bearing on it. You are not entitled 
to put further questions relating to scheduled caste appointments and 
strictly speaking the Minister cannot he expected to be ready with an 
answer on any subject which is not within the scope of the present ques- 
tion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability ot raising the propoition of one- 
third fixed for Muslims P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

The difficulty is that Muslims in this Piovince aie not taking to 
veterinary training. I would appeal to the Muslims to qualify them- 
selves in the line, and when they do so, it would he possible to recruit 
a larger number of Muslims in this technical profession. 

Pees for registration of marriages to Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

*38. Nawabiada K. NA8ARULLAH : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a circular has been issued by 
the District Sub-Registrar of Dacca to the Presidents of union boards 
showing what fees should be paid for registration of marriages to the 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars? c 1 

(b) If th# answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any circular h as been issued 
requiring table of fees payable to Marriage Registrars to be sent to the 
President, and, if not, on what authority the District Sub-Registrar has 
sent such tables of fees to the Presidents of unidh boards, Dacca? 
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MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) No, but the* 
Digtrict Registrar sent some notices containing information regarding 
fees to be* paid for the registration of cereihonies and other points to 
the Sub-Registrars for giving publicity to them through Circle Officers, 
Presidents of union boards and others. 

(b) The District Registrar adopted the course in exercise of the 
authority vested in him under section IT of Act I, B.C. of 1870. 

Non-Bengalis Excise Licensees. 

*38. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge ot the Forests and Excise Department la* pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a large number of excise licensees are 
non-Bengalis ? 

(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
granting licences to the unemployed Bengalis in places of non- 
Bengalis ? 

MINI8TER in charge of FORE8T8 and EXCI8E DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (ti) Yes, so far as tori 
licences are concerned. But not so in the case of other licences. 

(b) In granting new licences preference is now given to educated 
men of the Bengali middle class. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is it not » fact that 
inemWis ot tin* scheduled <;iste-* do not get ictoience in the inattei of 
excise licenses r* 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 am not aware 
of that. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Is it not a fact that some 
non-Bengalis .are holding license fm excise shops othoi than those 
of f<iri ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANtlA DEB RAIKAT: Yes 

Mtulvi ABHUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of issuing a circular refusing to grant a 

license to anybody other than a Bengali? 

• -* 

• Th. Hon’bl# Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAFKAT: That i» a request 
for action. Sir. 
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Rivers Ksiindit and Mahan soda. 

„ 4 

•40. Mr. ATUL OHARDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Comrtnmications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) of the silting of the mouth of the Rajmahal Ganges in the dry 
season at Suamara in the district of Malda; and 

( ii ) that the Kalindri and Mahananda, two principal rivers in 
Malda district, have not sufficient flow' of water throughout 
the year? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering tin; desirability of taking immediate steps for the dredging 
of the said two rivers? * 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
(IRRIGATION) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra 
Nandy, of Kasimbazar): (a ) Yes. 

(b) The matter will be duly considered. 

A Member: When the mattei is exported to be duly considered? 

The Hon’bl* Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashim- 
bazar: I cannot give any specific idea ot time. 

Dr a NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In view of the delay, in the Depart- 
ment, are we not entitled to know whethoi the llon'ble Minister has 
any approximate idea as to the time to lie ta! en in coming to a deci- 
sion? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashim- 
bazars* As I have already stated, I cannot give any approximate idea 
of the time. 

A Member* Is the ilon’ble Minister aware that some 8 or 9 years 
ago certain Engineers of tke Irrigation Department had been to the 
Bpot ? And was any report submitted by them? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kw»- 

bazar: I cannot say off-hand when the report was received by sthe 
Department ’from the local officers. I may be permitted to explain. 
This is a question of dredging two water channels — one flowing from 
the river Ganges and the other ooming out from the hills. In regard 
to the question of dredging these rivers, very many factors have got 
to be considered. The first 'thing which we should consider is whether 
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a dredging operation will improve ilia condition of these streams and 
untij and unless the department is couyinred that that would improve 
their condition, we cannot give any definite answer as to what steps are 
going to be taken “ t % 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (a), was the matter ever considered before, or is it now being 
considered P 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashim. 
bazar: If the member wants to know whether the question was ever 
considered, I should certainly ask for notice. 


Growth and progress of Chemical Industries. 

•41. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: {a) Is the Iloti’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise Department aware — 

(i) that the present excise restrictions varying from province to 
province retard the growth and progress of Chemical Indus- 
tries in Bengal; and 

(iV) that imports from Germany and Japan receive better treatment 
than our own indigenous manufactures f 9 

( h ) If the answer to («) (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

• 

The HOfTWe Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAI K AT: (a) <,) Representa- 
tions to this effect have been received from the trade. 

(ii) No, Similar preparations imported from overseas are subject to 
customs duty which is paid at the port of entry. This customs duty is 
higher than the excise duty paid in respect of indigenous preparations. 

(h) The Itxcise Department have been in eommunication with other 
Provincial Governments to secure uniformity in procedure regarding 
collection of excise duty and have succeeded in the case of the following 
provinces in arriving at such ’an agreement: — Punjab, Bihar, Orissa. 
Assam and North-West Frontier Province. 

Mr. DEBI >ROS *0 KHAITAN: U the Hon’ble Minister nvi-nre 
that there is a difference in the excise restrictions prescribed for differ- • 
eat provinces .and that retards the transmission of chemical preparations 
from one province to another? 

Th. Hon'M. Mr. VrABANNA OEB RAIKAT: I cannot say, Sir. 


8 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the difference between 

the customs duty and excise duty? 

Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN. Is it a fact that the Government 
of India are going to convene a conference of Excise Commissioners of 
the different provinces to consider this matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state frhen he expects that such a conference will be called? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot say, Sir. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Has the Hon’ble Minister made 
enquiries to see that conveyance of chemical preparations can be made 
perfectly easy without internal restriction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: At the present 
moment we are finding out wa\ s and means as to how to make such 
conveyance easy. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state how long this matter has been hanging fire not only 
in this province but in other provinces as wttll, causing various diffi- 
culties in the way of manufacturers, sending goods from one province 
to another? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot say. Sir. 


Appointment of Mussalman House 8urgeons in the Bengal Veterinary 

c College. 

M2. Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state how many House Surgeons are there at present in the Bengal 
Veterinary College? 

(6) la it* fact that all of them are Hindus? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
if reserving the next vacancies for Mussabnans? 
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(^) Is it a fact that one of the Professors is due to retire soon? If 
so, when? 

(e) Dq the Government contemplate filling up that post by a 
Mussalman f 

The Hon’Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa I 

(a) Three. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The whole question of Muslim appointments in the Bengal 
Veterinary College is now under consideration. When vacancies occur, 
I will see that the claims of suitable Muslims are duly considered. 

(d) Yes. In January, 31KJ8. 

(e) In tilling this vacancy, I will see that the claims of suitable 
Muslims arc duly considered. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: What particular policy has 
been adopted in the matter of settling the percentage ot Muslim 
appointments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th e main question is a restricted one and you 
cannot bring an entire issue upon it. You must put supplementary 
questions in connection v\ i t li the specific issue involved, viz., the 
appointment of Muslims in the Veterinary College, if you are interested 
to do so 

a 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD # KH AITAN : With regard to answer (c), viz., 

1 will see that the claims of suitable Muslims are duly considered, do 
not these appointments come under the purview of the Public Service 
Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

No. 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KH AITAN: Are fhese appointments made by 
the Ministers themselves or by the Public Service Commission? 


The Hon’blfc* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocal 

Ail appointments are m&de by Government, of which some .are made on 
the recommendations of the Public Service Commission. 


* Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Are not requisite qualification# 
considered by the Public Service Commission? 
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Th§ Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, in the case of those appointments which are referred to them. 

A Member: With reference to answer (e), does the Hon’ble Minister 
mean by Muslims the Muslims of Bengal or Muslims of other provinces 
as well ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I submit that it is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Nawab Bahadur, the Member wants to know 
whether the clajms of suitable Muslims of this province only or of 
Muslims outside this province will be considered. I think the question 
is in order and is not a hypothetical one. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Muslims of Bengal have preference over Muslims of other provinces. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the acute un- 
employment if Bengali Muslims are not available, will not the appoint- 
ments go to other Bengalis and not to Muslims of other Provinces? 

The Hon'blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is my desire to give, as far as possible, appointments to Bengalees 
only. 


Allowances to home interhees. 

*43. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (,n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department he pleased to 
state whether Government sanction adequate allowance to home 
internees? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that they cannot have sufficient 
facilities in home to earn money or to secure any employment while 
under restriction ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering these iqatters when sanc- 
tioning allowances to home internees? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8lr Nazimuddin): (a) Government make to every person 
interned in his home under section 2 (1) of the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, on allowance which in their opinion is adequate. 

(b) and (c) Yes, 
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Hr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is an allowance settled when 9 
perepn is home-interned or long after that? 

The Hbfi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When a person is made 
a home-internee, his allowance is fixed. 

Mr. J0GE8H* CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in the case of Renuka Sen Gupta she was not given any allowance 
until the matter came up to the notice of the Court? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Sir. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR* Is the Hon'bje Minister aware 
that a representation was sent to Government by one Dinesli Chandra 
Lahiri interned in the town of Rangpur romplaining of the inadequacy 
of his allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will 1 he correct in saying 
that some of the home-internees are not given any allowance nt all? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN I At present every home- 
internee is in receipt of an allowance. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: May 1 draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that one Akhil Chandra Mahalanohis ( ?) 
of Dattapura i* not in receipt of any allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 

Is such an allowance personal to the detenu or is it a family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In certain cases where 
a home-internee has dependants and was providing for such dependants, 
a consolidated allowance is given, taking into consideration the fact 
that be has dependants. 

Mr. NIHAbENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR : At what rates, allow- 
ances have been granted to home-internees? 

Tht Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIH: The minimum is Re. 10 
outside Calcutta, and in Calcutta it varies from Rs. 20 upwards, depend- 
ing on the merits of elwsh particular case. * 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs On what principle the 

rate of allowance is fixed ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A home-internee who 
has got no dependants and who was always provided for by his parents 
or guardian, gets, as a rule, a minimum allowance of Rs. 10; in other 
cases it depends on the circumstances of each case. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the sum of Rs. 10 includes allowances for food- 
ing, allowances for books and papers, for stamps and for clothing as 
well? 

< 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. I have already said that it is the minimum allowance. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Is that an answer to my question? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: As I explained the other day to the House, when 
a question is put anil an answer is given, I have got no control over 
the Minister concerned as to the nature of the answer given. Rut if 
you are not satisfied, you can put further supplementary questions to 
elicit what more \ou want to know from him. 1 do not think I can 
force anybody in this House to give an answer which might cover all 
the points. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Has not the Speaker the right to 
give a ruling as to whether a purported answen is really an answer to a 
question or not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So fur as the answer is concerned, I find there has 
not been any answer beyond what the Hon' hie Minister has stated 
before. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I stated that I had nothing 
further to add to my statement that 11s. 10 is the consolidated allowance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gupta asked two 
successive questions. The first was as to the time when«such allowances 
v were fixed and to that the answer was at the time of issuing order of in- 
ternment. The second question was whether the Hon’ble Minister was 
aware that one Miss Renuka Sen Gupta did not get any allowance for 
a long time until the matter came up to a court. The reply was, yes. 
Might I enquire which of these two replies is eorfeet? 
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The Hon’bla Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When I said that allow, 
ance is fixed* after an order of internment is passed, I was referring 
only to the general practice. 

Mr. 8ANTQ8H KUMAR BA8U. With regard to answer («), on 
whose opinion an allowance is considered to he adequate ? Is it the 
opinion of the Criminal Investigation Department or of the District 
Magistrate concerned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the opinion of the 
District Magistrate concerned. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Does the consolidated allowance of 
Bs. 10 include medical expenses. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’lde Minister has definitely stated that it 
is in the nature of a consolidated allowance and 1 take it that this 
amount includes all items of expenditure including medical expenses. 

I think it would he tail that when a statement is made you will draw 
your own conclusion from it. As 1 have already stated, 1 have drawn 
my conclusion that it covers all expenses. As I understand, it might 
he that there ate special circumstances and in such cases Government 
ina\ take special steps with a view to give medical aid. 


Allowance of detenu 8rijut Tarek Nath Dies’ sister. 

e 

*44. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (a) U the Ilon'hie 

Minister in charge of the Home (.fails) Department aware — 

(M that detenu Sri jut Tarak Nath Duss has a sister named Miss 
I ma Haiti Dass who was living with their mother; and 
(it) that ufter the death of their mother his sister is living uloneP 

( h ) Has the Hon’ble Minister received any application from the 
girl asking permission to live with her detenu brother? 

(c) If the answer to (b) i$ in the affirmative, what reply has been 
given!* to the petition? 

(d) Is it a fact that the family allowance of He. 10 hag been stopped 
after her mother’s death? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(ii\ I have no information. 

<6) No. 
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. ( c ) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes; but an allowance has been sanctioned for the support of 
the detenu’s sister with effect from the date of the mother’s death. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
What is the amount of the allowance sanctioned for his sister? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Re. 8. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
Is that adequate? 

The Hon ’bie (Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, in this particular 

case it was. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: How long after the death 
of the mother was this allowance sanctioned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the date of her 
mother’s death. 


Mad detenus. 

•45. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(/) how many detenus during the last sev$n years have gone mad; 
(//) how many of them have recovered under treatment; and 

(Hi) how many of them were sent to the Ranchi Mental Hospital? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) 12. 

(ti) 4. 

(Hi) 7 . Arrangements are being made to send another, who has 
turned violent. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What are the names of 
the 12 persons who have gone mad? 

tr 

v The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the names 
with me. I ask for notice. t 

r 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Shall I be correct in saying 
that not 12 but 21 detenus have developed insanity-P 
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Mf. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot presume to give infor- 
mat^pn to the Hon’ble Minister when you are asking questions. Your 
question must be in the proper form, viz., will the Hon’ble Minister be* 
pleased to* state, etc., etc. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether 21 deteuus have developed insanity P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The number 12 repre- 
sents those who have been certified as insane. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Which of the Detention* 
Camps yield the largest number of insane prisoners? 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is any further detention 

of the seven persons referred to in answer (/*/) necessary in the interest 
of the State? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Seven persons were sent 
to Ranchi. Two of them are still there, and one has committed suicide. 
Of the remaining four, one is in home domicile and three were condi- 
tionally released, of whom one is reported to have gone mad again. 
Five have been made over to their relatives with their consent. All 
restrictions have been withdrawn except in one ease in which the 
detenu has been sent to borne domicile with consent of his father. De- 
is reported to have become violent and the District Magistrate has recom- 
mended his transfer to # the Ranchi Mental Asylum. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: With regard to (iV), were 
the four detenus released after Government were satisfied that they had 
recovered under treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mf. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: What is the report of the 
Superintendent of the Ranchi Mental Hospital as regards the cause 
of this insanity?* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Are spy special enquiries made 
da to the causes of insanity in a particular case when the matter is 
reported to Government P 
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. The Hon’W# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as I am aware, 

no special enquiry is made but a report is always submitted if tba 
detenu concerned has been in a jail or a camp. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Were these 12 detenus examined 
by medical men before they were sent to Ranchi? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, every one of them. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Are those medical reports available? 

o 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Transfer of detenus Narendra Dutta and Ananda Majumdar. 

•48. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to 
state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that two detenus named (1) Narendra 
Dutta and (2) Ananda Majumdar have been recently trans- 
ferred from the Deoli Detention Camp to Calcutta; 

(/V) whether it is a fact that the reason for transfer is that they 
have lost their sense of reasoning; 

(tit) how long were they in the Deoli Detention (amp; 

(/>) when were they first arrested; 

(r) what treatment had the\ at Deoli and for what period; and 
(ri) why are they not yet sent to the Ranchi Mental Hospital? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (n and ((<) Yes. 

(lii) (1) Narendra Datta — 8 years 8 months. (2) Ananda 
Majumdar — 5 years. 

(h) They were arrested under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1980, on the 5th February, 1982, and the 80th October, 1931, 
respectively. • 

( r ) Both .of them began to behave in a Strange manner in the 
middle of April last. They were transferred to Bengal promptly. 

a 

(ri) They have been made over to their relatives who volunteered 
to take charge of them. As Narendra Datta has turned violent; 
arrangements are being made for his transfer to Ranohi. 
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Nw SARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYi (In Bengali.) 
In ^iat camj) were Narendra Dutta and Ananda Marumdar juat before 
they started developing symptoms of insanity P 

The Hoft’Md Khwtja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: They were at Deoli. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

THE BENGAL MINI8TER8* EM0LUMENT8 BILL, 1837. 

Cl.Al’SK 2. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Wlmt I was submitting last 
evening Indore the House was that the amendment moved by my friend 
Maulvi Abul Fazl does not propose to give to the Ministers a salary of 
Ks. 1.0(H) alone. There are other proposals in clause (M. If these 
proposals are taken together it will be seen that for the Chief Minister 
it is proposed to fix a salary of Ks. 1 ,000 with an allowance of Hs. 1,600 
making a total of Ks. 2.6(H) and for the other Ministers an allowance of 
IN. 6(H) per month together with an allowance of Us. 1.0(H) each. Now, 
the question is whether the salaries proposed for the Chief Minister 
and the Ministers are adequate or not. It was stated in this House 
vesteiday that Indore ls^ April. 10*17, the Ministers of Bengal were get- 
ting a monthly salary of Ks 6.0(H) and over. I submit that that is 
not a proper guide for fixing the salaries of the Ministers at present. 
This salary was fixed bv the Governor of the province according to the 
English standard of living when Bengal was in a better financial posi- 
tion than it is now. I submit the position of Bengal is not financially 
as happy as it used to be. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWAR0Y: You know nothing at all. 

• 

Mfulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: My friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
»avs I know nothing at all. But I do not think lie monopolises all the 
financial knowjedge of Bengal for himself and nobody else know's any- 
thing about it. # The question now is whether the sulary is adequate or 
not. Bengal is the poorest of all the province* of Tndirf and we find «, 
at present that the Ministers in other provinces are accepting a salary 
of Ks. 500 a month and I do not admit tjiat the Ministers of those 
provinces are not as efficient as the Ministers of Bengal. I submit thpi 
the amount of salary* is not the only criterion of efficiency or prestige. 
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But a man who gets a small salary which may be considered adequate 
according to the financial condition of the country may work efficiently 
and with prestige. It is reported that in Bengal the average annual 
income per head is Rs. 30 only and if we take the monthly rate it will 
come down to Rs. 2-2 per month. Now, Sir, Government propose to 
give to each of the Ministers a salary of Rs. 3,000 and to the Chief 
Minister alone a salary and allowance of Rs. 3,500. I consider this 
amount to be too high. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We have 
just noticed an llon’ble Minister crossing between yourself and the 
gentleman speaking. Is that in order P 

Mr. 8PEAKER" You know that I have already pointed out the 
Parliamentary convention in regard to such matter. I have not seen 
any member crossing. Tn that case I would have drawn his attention 
to it. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The hon’ble member may come and see if 1 actually did m> or not. 

Mftulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Considering the small income 
per bead in Bengal the salary proposed is rather too high. It is a gene- 
ral cry that the cost of administration of the country should be reduced. 
The Ministers are proposing high salaries for themselves. If they do 
not set an example ns they are supposed to he popular Ministers it will 
not he possible for them to reduce the salary of other officers of Govern- 
ment. Tf we look to other countries in Asia, generally we go to Japan, 
which is one of the richest countries in the world. One of m\ friends 
suggested yesterday that the Ministers of Japan get smaller salaries 
than t lie salaries proposed for the Ministers of the Government of 
Bengal. We see in those countries that the Ministers or the Prime 
Ministers never prove to he less efficient than the Ministers wdio are 
working here with us in Bengal. One of my friends say that I am not 
acquainted with the affairs of other countries, hut I want to know 
whether that gentleman has monopolised to himself the knowledge of 
the world. Sir, whenever T make any suggestion or reference to any 
place I make it with a full responsibility and with a full knowledge of 
the history of that part of the world. 

One of my friends yesterday was submitting that when the 
Ministers are popular Ministers they could do with smaller pay. I 
submit it is not the case of poor people or rick people: Ministers are 
supposed to come here* on a patriotic motive and not with a money- 
making tendency. If they fean show T sacrifice thfey deserve praise: if 
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they can give up a part of their salary proposed they will he made 
heroes. (A Voice: What about the membersP) Well, my friend may 
look to that when the case of members comes forward. 

Xow, Sir, generally we complain about the bureaucratic Govern- 
ment. But here we see that our Ministers have become more bureau- 
cratic -than the bureaucracy that was ruling Bengal before the 1st 
April. The prince of bureaucrats — 1 mean llis Excellency Sir John 
Anderson, fixed a scale of salary 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was your last sentence? You know very 
well that you cannot discuss the conduct of His Excellency the 
Governor. I am sorry to find that you have done so by the use of the 
words “prince of bureaucrats”. 1 hope you will wTtlfllraw it. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I bow to your ruling and with- 
draw it. I was saying, Sir, that the salaries of the Ministers fixed on 
the 1st April by His Excellency the Governor were less than what are 
proposed in the Bill under consideration. Another thing 1 appeal to 
the Ministers to consider. Out of eleven autonomous provinces six are 
ruled hy Hindu majority and there we find that the salaries of Ministers 
have come down to Its. bIM) with some allowances, but where there are 
Muslim Chief Ministers or Prime Ministers we find that the salaries 
of the Ministers are higher and that thereby the cost of administration 
is higher than the provinces ruled by Ministers of other castes. I 
appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers of Bengal not to make this dangerous 
precedent tha^ wherever Muslim will rule the salary will be higher 
or the cost of administration will be higher than the administration 
ruled by Hindus or oth^r nationalities. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Abu Hussain, I would request you to avoid 
this very dangerous inference which you are drawing. I cannot stop 
you outright hut I would request you that it would lie preferable if you 
avoid the dangerous communal reference. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: WJwt T submitted, Sir, was not 
practically communal hut rather what I was submitting was to take 
awa\*fhat communal aspect. 

Xow\ Sir, # with these submissions I beg to second the amendment 

moved by mv friend Md. Ahul Fazl. 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it appears that the 
Ministers’ Salary Bill has almost raised q storm over a teapot. It 
appears that the Ministers’ Salary Bill is the only important item befqre 
the House (laugh te/ from the Congress Benches). My friends over 
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there are laughing over it but I will tell them outright just a s I prooeed 
that what I submit is true and I shall try to prove it. Sir, I do not 
know if on the decision of the question of Ministers’ salary millennium 
will come at the gates of Bengal. Sir, I do not know if on the decision 
of the question of the Ministers’ salary the flood gates of opulence and 
wealth will be opened. I do not know if on the decision on the question 
of Ministers’ salary the question of economic salvation of Bengal will be 
solved. I do not know if this is the only problem with which the legis- 
lators of this country are to-day faced. I will not be surprised if some 
of my friends will say that if you pay more to your Ministers perhaps 
the roof of thi$ House which was built at a cost of Rs. 13 lakhs will fall 
upon your*«h ould era or the how’ of the waters of' the Ganges will stop 
running or perhaps they will say that if you pay so much to your 
Ministers a bolt from the blue will fall upon you and that you will all 
be killed. I submit, Sir, that all these will never come, will never 
happen. 

It has been suggested that the Ministers’ salary should be reduced 
to the maximum of Rs. '>00. This is the proposal of Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee. I know'. Sir, that amendments there have been many 
This House has been hooded with amendments, amendments moved and 
withdrawn, amendments not moved and amendments not pressed. But 
to what effect Y Is it the desire of the members of the House that the 
salary of the Ministers should be so much reduced as to bring it to the 
scale of Its. oOtiy If it had been so, then certainly hippanth and light- 
heartedly amendments would not have been put forward before this 
House. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think you are entitled to say that amend- 
ments have been hippanth and light-heartedly put forw’ard. It is a 
question of the right of the members and it is a matter wdiich I hope 
you will respect. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I can just refer to the amendment of 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee. I know Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee 
well: I was a student in the University College. I am sure that 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee is a fine gentleman, a fine professor and a 
fine lawyer. I am sure too that what he was stating before the {louse 
to-day he will not certainly state before his students in the University. 
The philosophy of economy that he was preaching here is not the 
philosophy that he himself believes. Sir, I % wouhf submit that 
~ Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee in stating that the Ministers should get a 
salary of Rs. 500 *was only resounding his master’s voice* namely, the 
voice that resounded the ^ells of Wardha (loud cheers from Moslem 
Benches and voices of “undoubtedly that is so” from Congresfc 
Benches). ‘ % 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order. I think the Left Wing should not 
be sq impatidht because a word which was used by them is used by 
another member. My friend Mr. Bose and his group will realise that 
in Parliament expressions are used as retort but if that is made an 
occasion for drowning the voice of a speaker it is very difficult for any 
speaker to* continue. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I say, Mr Speaker, that we 
applauded his remarks. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I was just going to say on fhe amendment 
of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee. Sir, Mr. Bauer jee stnt'elf that the 
Ministers in the Congress provinces, namely, the six pft>vinCes in which 
Congress dominates to-day have been accepting a salary ot Us. 500. 

I want to tell the House through \ou, Sir, that the Congress is not the 
ideal of this House, that the Congress provinces are not the ideal of the 
province of Bengal. Bengal, Sir, has always led, Bengal has always 
been on the vanguard and to-day also Bengal wants to set an example 
and is not going to he led. If the members of this House receive their 
salary out of public fund and even body else receives his salary out of 
public fund, such sort of amendments will not stop giving Ministers 
their salaries out of public fund. 

If we have read the papers aright we find that the Ministers in the 
Congiess provinces are receiving n salary of Its. 500 but tiny are 
receiving tnoie thiough the backdoor, namely . b\ allowances which are 
not permissible under the law and we to-day want to propose in tins 
House that we shall give our Ministers only the salary that they 
deserve but not the allowances which are not provided for by the Act. 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee also quoted the figures of some 
independent countries, nameh , of Japan and other countries but in 
none of those countries could he show that any Minister in any country 
has been receiving a salary of Us. 500. The figure that he showed for 
Japan is Its. 700 and for other countries he showed Us. 1,200 or 1,000. 
But I can tell the House that we are not going to follow the practice 
of those countries. Sir, we have got the reforms from the Parliament 
of England and if we are to follow we wilWollow the mother of Parlia- 
ment, gamely, England. The pay that was given to the Prime Minister 
of England was £5,000 which has been raised to £*10,000. 

Now, Sir, his also stated that Bengal is a poverty-stricken country 
and Bengal's peasants and Bengal’s poor men cannot afford to pay so 
much to her Ministers. I admit that Bengal is poor but* at the same 
time I submit* that rural Bengal is poor but Calcutta is not poor. Ail 
the money., all the silver, all the gold are flowing round Calcutta. Who 
are the citizens of this Calcutta ? They are big merchants, big doctors, 
big lawyers and such other persons. Bengal’s money is there but rural 
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Bengal has become poor. I would welcome the time when the entire 
palaces of Calcutta will crushed down and in its place will be erected 
huts and hamlets. I will certainly welcome the time when motor cars 
and buses and other vehicles like that will be given the go-by and the 
people of Calcutta will ride in bullock carts. I submit, Sir, that a 
nation lives in the cottage and not in the city of palaces. I would ask 
the members of the Congress Benches if they are prepared to forego 
the salary they have been getting, to forego the fees that they have 
been taking. I can tell you one instance, a very sad instance. Just 
a few days before a man was found ‘‘not guilty” by a verdict of the Jury 
in the district of Murshidabad. The matter was referred to the Hon’ble 
High Court. The man was poor and he approached some very eminent 
Advocates, some very eminent Counsel of this tow*n of Calcutta but they 
said that without Iis. 500 they were not going to accept the brief. 
Ultimately the man was ordered to be hanged. in this House they 
speak of uplift of humanity. Was it not fair for humanity for them to 
see that the brief of that poor man was accepted. I submit, Sir, if 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee or Mr. J. C. Gupta is prepared to accept 
the Ministership for Its. 500. (Voices from Congress Benches 
“certainly”). Certainly not. If the Congress Ministers have 
accepted a pay of Us. 500 certainly they have done so wdth a view that 
perhaps their Ministry is not going to be stable for a long time. AVhat 
does the acceptance of a lesser salary mean? It means that the gate 
to bribery is open. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
hon’ble member in order in insinuating that if the selary is lowered 
Ministers will take bribe? 


Mr. SPEAKER: T think Mr. Khaitan this point is very pertinent to 
be raised but 1 think it is clear that if a member wants to draw' an 
inference that a lower salary will result in bribery and corruption it is 
a perfectly legitimate parliamentary expression. I can say that, this 
morning I was reading a book which Mr. Bose kindly referred to me 
and I found that this ver\ fact has been mentioned. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Now, Sir, I was going to say about the 
Congress management. 1 will tell the House through you, Sir, that so 
long as the existing system in the Calcutta Corporation exists it does not 
lie in the mouth of the Congress members to ask Minkters to accept a 
salary of Its. 500. Is not the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta 
Corporation receiving Rs. 2,900 as his salary? (Shame, shame). 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are perfectly entitled to say something about 
the Corporation^ hut I do nt>t think it is fair on the part of any member 
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of this House to cry shame over the question of the Corporation paying 
higher salaries because once you make these remarks you stand your- 
self condemned. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I was submitting that the Chief Executive 
Officer 9 f the Corporation receives a pay of lis. !»,})()(). free quarters and 
motor car allowance, and after this so long as you allow that 
system of things to prevail in the Calcutta Corporation and so long as 
you do not reduce high salaries it does not lie in the mouth of those 
persons to call for a cut m the salaries fit Ministers here. It was stated 
} esterday by Mr. P. Banerjee that he Mould not like to have so many 
ministers as 11, but he can run the province with two only. May 1 
remind him of what is happening about the congress ministries in other 
provinces ? Madras has got lit, Bombay S. Bihar 7 and Orissa 4 . So I 
submit it is easy to say things like that and it is very difficult 
really when a man is practically in the same position and makes criti- 
cisms like that and criticisms like that seem to be nlw ays substantial. 

In reply to my triend Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar, who was telling this 
House that money is not always a test of efficiency and ability, I submit 
that so long as the world remains we find that money is one of the tests 
of a man being a big man or being a leafier of men ; a man worthy of 
being recipient ot honour, privilege and prestige. 

I would ji^t refer to one thing. My friends on this side of the 
House will appreciate that this question did not come in when the 
question of leadership oi the ( ongiess was considered because Bubu 
Atul Chandra Kumar and others would have been the leader of the 
Congress because they suflered more than Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose but 
because these persons dqj not hit\e sufficient money to control the 
parly — 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir,- I would not have decided to 
intervene in this debate but for the speech made by Mr. Abdul Bari, 

I think the apologists for higher salaries for the Ministers would have 
been better advised if they had chosen to refy upon the number of votes 
they Cfluld secure than upon the arguments they decided to bring 
forward. False issues and false analogies have been sought to be 
raised on an elaborate scale for the purpose of defending a position 
which does uot ffear a moment's .scrutiny. I would remind my friends 
opposite to realise that they are standing on the threshold of a new 
era in the history of this country ; they are creating history. It will 
not be good for them to yield to such arguments as have been put 
forward for the purpose of bolstering up a case which does not, as \ 
have said, bear a moment’s scrutiny. You are on the parting of ways. 
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May I remind you that you are creating new traditions when power, 
however small it may be, is in your hands? * 

Sir, my esteemed friend, the Minister for Labour, will try to contain 
himself for some time. Labour is always anxious to deliver itself 
quickly but let that delivery be put off for some little time. 

My friend Mr. Abdul Bari has said: “What about the Corporation 
of Calcutta?’' That is a question, Sir, which is considered to be very 
ticklish to many of my friends ou the other side of the House. But 
do they know that it is not the Congress which is responsible for the 
inflated salaries which obtained in the Corporation towards the latter 
part of the Congress regime. When the Congress regime first came 
into being under the leadership of the late Deshabandhu Das, what 
was the practice 'and what was the position that they wanted to establish 
in that body? Mr. Subash Chandra Bose, their first nominee 
for the Chief Executive Officer’s post, accepted a salary of 
Its. 1 ,5(H> per month; the salary of the Official T. C. S. Chairman 
was Its. 3 ,5(X); and it was practically in the gift of the Congress party 
— it was in fact in the hollow of their hands to grant to Mr. Subash 
Chandra Bose, a salary of Rs. 3,500 under the Calcutta Municipal Act. 
They knew that they could command the votes which were absolutely 
at their command, hut they deliberately decided to set an example to 
posterity, to set an example to the bureaucracy, because they were 
then ruling the country just as they are doing now— that a salary of 
Rs. 1,500 should be fixed for tin* highest oiticei of the Corporation ol 
Calcutta. Sir, 1 may recall the occasion when Sir Charles Stuart- 
Williams, the then Chairman ot the Calcutta Pol t Trust, stood up and 
proposed an amendment to the proposal of the Congress Party lor a 
salary of Rs. 1,500. lie proposed that the salaix should be fixed at 
Rs. 3,500 and he made it perfectly elcai in his .speech that lie desired 
to hold fast to his amendment for the purpose of keeping up the stand- 
ard and the grade of the salary. The Calcutta Corporation, dominated, 
as it then was, by the Congress Party and of which my friend, the 
present Labour Minister, was the Deputy Mayor under the aegis of 
the Congress Party, rejected that proposal of Sir,. Charles Stuart* 
Williams for a salary of* Rs. 3,500 and deliberately went in for 
Rs. 1 ,500 for their nominee for the Chief Executive Officer’s post. 
Why was that done? That was' done for the purpose of setting an 
example for all time to come to those who are out here to grab as much 
money as they can from the poor people of this country to fill up their 
own pockets. The Calcutta Corporation of to-day shows a different 
picture and salaries have gone up in that l>ody. Why is it so? It is 
not Wause of the Congress Party but in spite of the Congress Party 
in the Corporatipn of Calcutta, why is it done? It h done because 
reactionary forces control the power and the position in the Calcutta 
Corporation, because the voice of the Congress — the genuine Congress 
is drowned in the roar of the reactionaries in the Calcutta Corporation, 



1987.] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


131 


because the European element combine with the Government party 
nominees and a handful of other elected members, are ulways ready to 
stick out in keeping up the high level of salaries in the Calcutta 
Corporation. That is done, as I have said, in spite of, and not Inna use 
of, the Congress and that is the position. The Congress party in 
season. and out of season and every time it has found an opportunity, 
has raised his voice of protest; but unfortunately the reactionary forces 
are such that its voice for the time being is lying low. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yen lame excuse 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : My friend Mi.#Subiuuaidy says 
it is a ven lame excuse*. I know. Sir, lie has got excuses for many 
things and he is probably a good judge of excuses. 1 know that and 
I am not going to ucld to his interruptions. I hold fast to my view, 
knowing full wall the activities of t 1m* Congress Party, knowing full 
well their desiies, their ambitions and their policies. I know that 
when the salmies of people m position and power are sought to be 
placed on a lngli level, there will always In* forthcoming adherents to 
their cause who will stand h\ them and give them their support. It 
is a different matter it you relv upon jour votes instead of trying to 
hoodwink this House b\ arguments which expose their own hollowness. 

Sir, 1 look to mv Moslem fellow coiintmneh and mv Moslem 
brethren with whom I had the honour and privilege of working 
shoulder to shoulder in the Coiporniinn of Calcutta. 1 have got many 
an inspiration ’from them whnh has ennobled me foi the tune being 
and lias put me on a l^ghei plum 1 . J find that on the floor of this 
House such feelings and sentiments are not altogether unknown. It 
is here among 1 the Moslem memU*rs of this House that the question of 
salaries has been raised, that the highly inflated salaries, which the 
Ministry is asking for itself, are not to be allowed. And the voice of 
protest, a voice powerful and strong, hu* come forth from my Moslem 
friends. Sir, I konw the Krishuk 1'ruja Party. A great party in 
Bengal which is in the shaping and which is Ixmnd to control the 
destinies of the vast Moslem and other ip asses of this country to a 
great extent; and I know that, their professions, predilections and their 
affiliations and attachments are in consonance with the progressive 
forces of this country. That is my delilierate opinion and f do not for 
a moment hesitate to give expression to that opinion with flic utmost 
emphasis I can command. I am looking foiward to the .Ministers for 
setting that example, for giving that turn to the events in the near 
future when ^he day will come, when the highly salaried officers of 
(government will be shamed into accepting* lower salaries. The con- 
stitution allows them 0 to set that example Jo-day w hich is Imund to Ife 
followed by the highly paid officers, # tl»e permanent officers of this 
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country. Time was when the theory was put forward that India was 
not accustomed to the method of Western administration and when 
you had to get highly paid officers from Europe for the purpose of 
keeping 1 up that system of administration. That was the* position and 
that was the excuse then, I say, for not introducing into this poor — the 
poorest of all poor — countries the artificial rate of salaries which we 
find in vogue to-day. But that is a thing of the past. No one with 
a modicum of conscience can say to-day that it is still necessary to 
import highly paid officers from Europe to run the administration of 
this country. That is an argument which has been exploded long 
long ago. Are you going to face the future with your eyes turned to 
the past when highly salaried British officers w T ere considered neces- 
sary? Sir, if wt are out to Indianise our services, w T e must bring 
down the scales of salaries to the Indian level — the level of the poor 
Indian raiyat, the level of the poor Indian labourer who cannot earn 
enough for two meals a day. And I appeal to my esteemed friend, 
the Chief Minister, at whoso feet T have learnt many things which I 
am not willing to unlearn, although he speaks in a different voio* 
to-day. I would remind my esteemed friend that these are the theories, 
sentiments and ennobling visions which lie has placed before the youth 
of this country. Do not go hack upon your own words and do not 
shut your eves to the shining example that you have yourself set before 
t he* younger generations of this country. T say, Sir, do not rely upon 
any arguments. Divide* the House and have your salaries to your 
heart’s content if you like, but do not bring forward arguments which 
can only mislead posterity and which can only hoodwink the public if 
you go on doing that. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, l have heard the arguments 
put forward on behalf of the amendments. 1 had no mind to rise up 
but after the vehement speech put forward by my friend on the other 
side — l mean the ex-Mayor — l would like to say a few* words in favour 
cm the arguments given by my friend Abdul Bari. I rise up to oppose 
ail the amendments. The argument which m\ friend opposite has given 
expression to just now has pained me much and pained me to the 
extreme. What I have been able to follow* from his argument is that 
the Calcutta Corporation is dominated at present not by the genuine 
Congressmen but by Congressmen who are counterfeit. I would ask 
my friend 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You must address the Speaker. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWA8: Yes, Sir I am putting this 
question through you to my friends occupying the benches opposite 
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whether the majority of the members of the Corporation are Congress- 
men c-r not.' (Cries of No, no). We learn that it is the Congressmen 
who are ruling the Corporation; we learn that the spirit of the Corpora- 
tion; we A earn that the spirit of the Corporation is Mr. «J. C. Gupta who 
is occupying the bench over there. May T ask niv friend opposite, the 
Mayor, whether t lie present Mayor is not a member of the Congress? I 
put this question to him; whether he will he willing to give an answer 
'n not is a different matter. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: He is just as much the Mayor as 
tiie llon’lde the Finance Minister is. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: I have been able to catch a word 
1,0,11 ,fH ; Ij l K Ml - J r t i n p< ;i , that t hex will bring lo.ward a measure 
to curtail the pa\ ot the officers of the Calcutta Corporation. Let him 
do it first, Sir Example is hettei than precept. 


\ A a/luI ,,n< i ,s ,}m ‘ ,nM, '0 «d broken pledges \ h it desirable, 

Mr, tniit i. mm, ,l„,ul,l |H.k,- at otlaws and without s, talrl.it, „ part of 

h !'!T ", ■ ' l,a '" Mr A K 1'azlal Ilia, )it „| 

»"■' Pl.-.IH-.*. Ilo has not h,.(,a\<.,l anv 
; ,l( “ ii:|K Ml " '-""aso,! a„\ aatioa. Wr know (!„• history a,„l Urn 

I 1 "'"" V* " " h ," «"•' '-I'-""' !•> „l! .!„• a, i, lias „f 

rntru,. who has Imim am, I h> frand opposite. I 

Drshham l,a ( l„l.»,nnj,.n I»:.- I a, loro him for ho forward with 

an ol1 ': aMl1 -a,,,., I Pa. t travn that sa,r,-l p|, ... I 

tnoa.M!,,. M,.,mm! Par. . Ha. aha. has .!„• Cot^n-ss dm,,. i„ the taean- 

. <i '" 1 ( '"mint: forward with a proposal of ifivi,,.. 

thi'M,, iislc, s niily Its. ;,lltl per i,i,.,,s'iii llat. Sir,' Deshliaadha 
rh.ttan.njan Das, w,.h a vi. « hr„l r ,. t|„. ,o,]| and a ill, a view to 
brttio ahoat amity and peaie het u the t«„ , oma, unities, 
forward with a wholesome and eiputahle measure known as the Heapal 
Pact. We then lea, at ami leuint with pleasure that there was a simere 
patriot who eame forward to firing jamee into the eon., try; lmt, alas, 
Sir, after his departure f,om this world, *,t the Nadia Conferenre that 
I act was torn up and thrown jnto the waste-paper basket. 


Many things have been said. Sir, in favour of the Congress Ministries, 
hut I ask members of this House to turn their o\es for a moment to the 
provinces outsifle Bengal where Congress occupies an exalted position 
as having formed a Ministry. Look at them. Of course, they have 
accepted a salary of Its. 500 per mensem. I submit, without fear of 
contradiction, that they will not hesitate t<\ fill their pockets in a way 
*hich i 8 questionable. They have violated the law to fill their pocket*. 
I am referring to section 57 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, I think it is my duty 
to advise you that when as a member of the legislature you we referring 
to Ministries or legislatures of other provinces you should not do ft in 
a manner which you would not like if imitated by others. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir, it has been argued by some 
of my friends opposite that the pay that is proposed to be given "to the 
Ministers is quite exorbitant. We know', Sir, — and know very fairly — 
that some gentleman while in detention w r as given an allowance of 
lls. 1,800 per mensem. Is it reasonable, is it probable, that a detenu 
should be unsatisfied and discontented with Rs. 1,800 per month and 
ask the llon’ble Ministers to eon tent themselves w’ith a pay of Rs. 500? 
(Dr. Naunaksiiya Sanyal: But tliat detenu w r as earning Rs. 30,000 
per month !) Buf he might have taken a lesser sum out of self-sacrifice ! 
And it may also be that some 1 of the gentlemen now occupying the 
Treasury Denches might also be earning more than this. (Tries of 
“Who, w'lm “Nairn* him”; “Who is he?”) (U.u ll uu.xnin. Nath 
C iiAtTDiinti : Name one.) The point, Sir, is this. My friends have 
argued that patriotism is ihe main criterion. And if patriotism is the 
chief thing, why could not that gentleman be satisfied with a lesser 
amount than Us 1,800 per month? But if that gentleman w T as not 
satisfied even w i t h Us. 1,800 a month, how can you argue that Ministers 
will accept a salary of Us. 500 per month? Is it not unreasonable — nay 
a blasphemy on tin* part of those gentlemen to say so? What is the 
idea behind it? It is nothing but to create a deadlock, nothing but. to 
drive the Ministry out of office. Sir, c\ cry body knows that a salary of 
Us. 500 is not possible tor any' decent man to live upon in Calcutta. It 
is not sufficient even for a middle-class man. Some of my friends have 
brought forward the example of Japan, but, Sir. everybody knows that 
the standard of living in Calcutta is much higher than it is in Japan. 
(Cries of “No one know r s, buf you may” !» I know —and I know fairly' 
W'oll — and as 1 have already said — that it is nothing but an attempt to 
ereate a deadlock and to drive the Ministry out of office. (A VOICK: 
For how many years were you in Japan ?^ I have studied the amend- 
ment coming from that side, and I find that it is nothing but a com- 
promise with the Congress group It is my belief and firm conviction 
that those gentlemen think that they will not be able to carry their 
amendment through — the amendment that they have put forward, I 
mean. And T am satisfied that if it were not a compromise the gentle- 
men occupying the benches opposite would not for this' amendment. 

Ml*. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Where lmv? you got this inspira- 
* tion from? 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWA8! From those gentlemen w r ho 
dislike the personnel of the present Ministry and have brought forward 
these amendments. 
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Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. May I ask you, 
Sir, if the h&nournble member is in order in imputing motives in this 
way? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I did not hear that he was attributing any motives. 

Dr. J. M. DA8 GUPTA: He was saying that t he Congress Party 
has given up their idea of Its. 500 per month for the Ministers and are 
now barking up the Proja Party as a compromise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not tliink he has imputed any motives. Ail 
t hat he has been saying is that this amendment is in the nature of a 
compromise, and 1 do not .see how a suggestion like that can be described 
un imputing motives. I believe that the Congress undoing that with 
the best of motives Kxen it it involves compromise with another group, 
it is quite permissible for the Congress to do so. I am afraid this 
imputation of rnotixes arose out of an inspiiation due to the interven- 
tion of Maulvi Abu Ilossain 'suikai 1 would, however, ask all members 
to keep their inspiration to themsehes. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Now, Sir, 1 am coming to Ihe 
professions of the Congress Part\ . Theirs are only lip professions, for 
tin* amelioration of the condition of the poor. I also learn from my 
fr tends opposite that this amendment is meant for creating an example 
in the count i \ , and it t> to? this reason that the Congress group here has 
come out with tin's proposal Max I ask them, Sir wheie was this 
patriotism, winch is now being shown h\ the Congress membeis. at the 
time of the passing of the last Bengal Tenancy Act? At the time when 
the amending Bill was introduced in the old Bengal Legislative Council, 
the Congress block oppos^l measures which were calculated to give peace 
to the emintn. and now the\ are coining forward on the plea that a small 
salary for the Ministers is ne<essarv in the interests of the masses. 
(A voice ntoM Tin-. CoNc.Khss Bj.N( iiks : The\ are all traitors and not 
patriots!) I do not say that the\ are ail traitors, but they are traitors 
to the Muhammadan community. Look at Orissa. What do we find 
there and in other proxinees in regard to the formation of the Ministries 
there Y Congress has been a traitor to the majority community in 
Bengal. Then, again, I would ask my irfends to look at the Calcutta 
Corporation. Look at tin* proportion of services given to the Muslims in 
the Corporation. .1 challenge m\ Congress friends to show that a con- 
siderable proportion of the appointments under the Calcutta Corporation 
has been given t3 the Mysliru community. There the majority rules, and 
I should say that that majority is stiffing the other cornrnufiity. ] have 
finished, Sir, J>ut would say a few words before I resume my seat. The 
words that have just now' been mentioned tyrd uttered by my friends 
opposite — I mean the w^ords of the ex-Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation 
— stand self-coudemnt^l. He has said that* the Calcutta Corporation it 
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not ruled by Swarajists. I ask my friend whether he would be able to 
plane his hands on his breast and then say that the majority of the 
Councillors of the Calcutta Corporation are not Congressmen. (Me. 
Santhsh Kumak Basu : They are not.) It is very surprising, Sir, to 
say that they are not Congressmen. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There are Swarajists and pseudo- 
Swarajists. Some of them try to seek office as ex-Mayors and ex- 
Deputy-Mayors of the Calcutta Corporation. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: If these gentlemen are not mem- 
bers of the Congress, then, Sir, it is merely a tyranny of phrases and 
nothing but t h at the members opposite are Congressmen. They are the 
Swara jists and Congressmen ! But we know, Sir, that Swarajists were 
included in the Congress, though not the Congress within the Swarajists. 
It is a truism and 1 must say, Sir, that it is a correct fact that Swarajists 
are Congressmen. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 we have seen a ‘‘Swarajist*’ 
looming large in the cabinet oi this Government? 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS : 1 would like to remind my 
friends in this House — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t do it at all. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Last year when the Moslem 
members ot the Corpoiation boycotted the Corporation, the Congress 
Party promised that theii grievances would l*e looked into very care- 
fully. Now , ilia) I ask my friends on the opposite whether they have 
considered that matter? There is no shilly-shalling in the matter and 
there is no blinking at the fact that our interests have been neglected 
and will be neglected in the future by the Congress. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: I rise on n point of order, Sir. Is the 
hon'ble member in order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well 1 have not found any disorder yet. 

c 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWA8: What 1 mean to say is this. Sir. 
When the Corporation majority— whether they belong to the Congress 
or Swarajist I do not argue— is giving such high salaries to its officers, 
with what face can they come forward here and say that the Ministers 
of the Government of Bengal should only get Ks. 500 as their pay! 
They should be ashamed of bringing forward this amendment when 
they think of their ownselves. I do not like to take any more time of 
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this House, but I would only remind my friends opposite that if you be 
courteous aild kind to the Moslems and honest towards them, you will 
get their co-operation. You should earn their friendship by good-will 
and their co-operation by giving them their rights and the justice which 
they are crying for. 

Mr. M, A. H. ISPAHAN I : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it was not at all my 
intention to take part in the debate to-day : it is my friend Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basil’s speech that has really forced me to sa\ a few words 1 
wish Mr. Basu had continued his speech without making any reference 
to the Calcutta Corporation Sir, I think, and 1 feel I do not think 
wrongly, that it does not lie in the mouth of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil 
or of any member ot the Bengal Congress to find fault with the members 
on this side of the House; tor b\ their action in the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion the\ stand self-condemned. (\ \oio: including \ou, \ ourself). 
Sir, I ma\ sa\ that I had the pleasure and privilege of being a Councillor 
of the Calcutta ( oiporatinn to? thiee \ear> and 1 belonged to that group 
of Moslems known as Biogressm* We worked with the Congress in 
all seriousness Mr d ( tiupia whom 1 see here to-da\ was a member 
of the Corporation at that time and l am sure that it he does take any 
part in thL debate In* will not den\ m\ statement \\ hat did we tin* 
Moslem Pmgressm* Parts members in the Calcutta Corpoiation see 
t lie? e when we worked with the t ongress*" So long as it suited the 
Congress part\ the\ co-operated with }ou but when it did not suit 
them, the\ worked for \our downfall and we were tlie unfortunate 
viefinis \\ <• were in the ( alcutta Corporation to fight for llie just 
and legitimate rights of onr community 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 4ANYAL: (In a point of order. Sir. May 1 
draw \ our attention to rule 14 ot the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Rules and Standing Orders which sa\s that in case of irrelevance or 
tedious repetition of the same argument the Speaker may direct a 
member to discontinue his speech*' 

Mr. SPEAKERS I know the rule m\selt, but 1 believe \ou will 
agree with me that if Dr San\al speaks and thereafter Mr. Brumal ha 
Nath Banerjee repeats Dr. Sanval s arguments in a different manner 
that yile is not applicable. That rule is onl\ applicable when one 
speaker repeats the same arguments tediously. The speaker has not 
the power to stop another speaker who repeats the arguments advanced 
by a previous sfieaker jn a proper manner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if you will kindly refer to the 
rule you will find it stated there “if a member persists in irrelevance or 
ih tedious repetition either of his own arguments or the arguments 
used by other memtiAfi.” 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a tedious argument but it is a repetition. 
There is a good deal of distinction. The Speaker after Raving called 
the attention of the Assembly to the conduct of a member who persists 
in irrelevance or in tedious repetition either of his own arguments or 
of the arguments used by other members in debate may direct him to 
discontinue his speech. That is the rule but I do not think that the 
debate has come to such a stage that there is tediousness in his repeti- 
tion. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : I now know where the shoe pinches. 

When I was in the Corporation, I do not care what Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu has to say, the Congress was in power. Year in and year 
out they got their Mayor elected and they captured all the best com- 
mittees and put in men from other communities exactly as they chose. 
They' were in an absolute majority as far as appointments and increase 
of pay and administration in general of the Corporation were concerned. 
I remember very well and I do not think my memory fails me when I say 
that when the question of the Chief Executive Officer’s increase in 
salary came up before the Corporation there were only 4 members of 
the Corporation w r ho voted against it. There were 3 of them who were 
Moslems and one Dr. Roy a Hindu who voted against that resolution. 
All the rest and — 1 would not like to make an absolute suggestion but 
I feel 1 would not be wrong if 1 did so — even my friends Mr. J. C. Gupta 
and Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu did support that resolution. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Is it permissible for me to give a 
personal explanation ? • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes but I should only say that that personal ex- 
planation should not be a debate. You can explain if you find that the 
other member is making an incorrect statement. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU* Mr. Tspahani is absolutely incor- 
rect and he ought to remember I was the Mayor of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration at that time and was conducting the proceedings. I took no 
part in the voting at all. (Laughter . ) 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: I withdraw’ that remark but barring that 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu took an active part in canvassing for the rise 
in the Chief Executive Officer’s salary. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: My frieml now T says that I can- 
vassed for the increase in the Chief Executive Officer’s salary. This is 
also absolutely incorrect as the proceedings will show that the matter 
was referred to a committee. Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker sent up a reconf- 
mendation for the increase ia the salary of the Chief Executive Officer 
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because it was provided in the budget but I ruled that the matter should 
go b%&k to tfte Finance Committee and could not be accepted by the 

house then. 

• *■ 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTI: Are we attend- 
ing a meeting of the Corporation or that of the Assembly? , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid the member in discussing the question 
of the salary of the Ministers made a comparison of it with the pay 
given in other places and other institutions. If a reference to the pay 
of the Prime Minister of Japan is not irrelevant 1 cannot rule out a 
reference to the high salary in the Corporation as irrelevant. The 
member is entitled to draw his own conclusions until it becomes irre- 
levant. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU* Mr. lspuliani is overstepping the 
limits of accuracy. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. So n tosh Kumar llasu wanted to give a personal 
explanation and I think it is onh fair, if there is an incorrect statement, 
to allow a personal explanation to be given. I hope the members of 
the House will realise it. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, would it not be better 
if we adjourn to the Corporation where the records would be huudy? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Pain, you are a criminal lawyer of repute— — 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: I am a lawyer but not a criminal 
lawyer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know very well that you are a lawyer of repute. 
You know the implication of the sentence you used. I strongly object 
to that remark as it is not in consonance with your standing in the 
profession. 1 strongly object to the expression that will make one 
think that this House is being led into such a position that it w'ould he 
better to adjourn it to another place. The implication of your remark 
is that I am not allowing a fair debate and that I am allowing a debate 
which is better fitted for the Corporation. 

• 

Mr. BARADA 4*R08ANNA PAIN: On a point of personal explana- 
tion. What I •suggested was “may we adjourn to the Corporation 
buildings where Ihe records would be handy?*’ There was no implica- 
tion. 

% 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have heard it distinctly not only once and I 
adfced you to repeat it. Mr. Pain knows definitely that it is not j} 
point of order. 
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Mr. M. A. H. ISP AH AMI: I will not take muck time of the House 
but I should like to say what I have got to say in regard to the increase 
of pay of the highly paid officers annually in the Corporation. Why 
do they not set their own house in order before they come here — (Cries 
of: This is also our house.) I do not want Mr. Basu to conclude that 
I am either in favour or against the Ministers’ salary that is being 
debated upon. That is quite a different matter. I want the members 
on the other side of the House to remember the saying 1 ‘Those who 
live in glass houses should not throw stones at others.” 

Bab* NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTI: Spoke in 
Bengali of which the following is an English translation: — 

Hon Ido Mr.^Speaker, I have been expecting from before the session 
of the Assembly that at this period of transition for the nation and the 
country 'every discussion on the floor of this House would be carried 
on with thoughtfulness, logic and restraint. I expected much 
weightier and more restrained discussion from the representatives of 
the millions and millions of our people but to-day’s discussions have 
disappointed and pained me. 

In the course of his speech my friend Maulvi Abdul Bari said that 
he could not understand why there was so much discussion about the 
motion for the reduction of the salaries of the Ministers. He also 
reminded us that the reduction of the Ministers’ salaries would not 
bring in the millennium. In reply 1 would only say that it might not 
usher in the millennium, but it is difficult to understand how a jehad 
and a campaign of vilification against the Congress are likely to usher 
in the millennium. If the Congress is not necessary for the freedom 
of the country, if the Congress is unfit for serving the people of the 
country, if the Congress is unable to give form to the hopes and aspira- 
tions of the people, l am quite prepared to declare that it is the foremost 
duty of the people of the country to desert and boycott it. But is the 
Congress really unfit for rendering service to the country ? Is it true 
that the Congress does not echo the aspirations of the people of the 
country afflicted in various ways with oppressions and injustice? Has 
the Congress to-day renounced the ideal of disinterested sendee and 
sacrifice ? 

It is the eternal law of human life that man loves his self more than 
anything else. His hopes and aspirations — his present and future — 
are all built up round this life. He loves the earth because of his own 
necessity. He establishes the relationship of love with his surroundings 
'or his own satisfaction. What is that call, in response to which 
Kindreds of Congress workers court death with smiles on their lips 
md sing the song of victory unto life? What is that object of attrac- 
tion under the unfailing spell of which hundreds of the youths of the 
country accept without hesitation banishment** imprisonment and a 
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, hundred oth^r oppressions as so many ornaments on their persons P 
Whai is that mysterious call in response to which hundreds and 
hundreds of Congress workers, during the times of flood and famine, 
take up as the highest duty the service of their destitute countrymen 
irrespective of caste and creed? 

Mr. "Speaker, I am amazed at the mean £ud ugly attacks which 
some of my friends of this Assembly have made against the Congress. 
Even the bureaucrats, the direct enemies of the Congress, did never do 
like this. They also admitted times without number that the sacrifice 
and the discipline of the Congress were incomparable. Soma of the 
members of this Assembly may slight the strength of the Congress, 
but the British Government did never do so. So, in 1931, the higheat 
representative of the British Government, Lord Irwin •was the first to 
sue on bended knees for peace with this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, the greatest misfortune of Bengal is her communal 
problem. We could not give up this communal mentality even during 
the discussions the other day about the Andamans problem. To U 
section ot the members of this Assembly the merit or otherwise of every 
problem m Bengal is judged by the communal standard. It iH not 
very difficult to understand this psychology. We know that, the 
majority ot the members of this Assembly are Moslem; we are also 
aware that the majority of the Ministers are Moslem. But what we 
do not understand is this— bow the criticism of any action of the 
Ministry or the adoption of an\ motion in the interest of the people 
of the country can be construed as a censure against the Ministry 
excluding its Hindu Ministers. The fear of no-confidence is sitting 
heuv\ like a goblin upon the breast of the present Ministers and their 
supporters. To raise th«f question of Andamans is to move u vote of 
censure and they see “no-confidence” in the motion for the reduction 
of the salaries of the Ministers of this abjectly poor country. Hereafter 
we shall perhaps see that proposal for fighting famine, attempts to 
alleviate the sufferings of the distressed people or protest against zulum 
and oppressions committed on political grounds would mean no- 
confidence in the Ministers! 


My friend Mr. Itajibuddin Tarafdar opposed the reduction of the 
Minis^rs’ salaries. It is not worthwhile to discuss to-day under what 
mysterious spell this friend of the raiyats has been suddenly transformed 
into a friend qf the Maharajas, Nawabs and Rajas. But I want to 
remind this whflom friend of the Prajas that this prosperous city of 
Calcutta is not our hunger-stricken Pabna or Bogra. I want also to 
remind him tfcat this illuminated and well-furnished Council House is 

not the dwelling-house of the destitute raiyats of Bengal. 

• * • 

My friend Maulvi £bdul Latif Biswas said that to reduce the salaries 
of the Ministers would be to put them oif the path of temptation. I 
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do not know if Mr. Biswas was conscious of himself when saying this, 
but I can emphatically declare that in saying this he has insulted not 
only himself but the whole of this poor country. He forgot the honesty 
#f the poorly-paid teachers. He has ignored the honesty of my 
countrymen — the poverty-stricken Krishaks and Prajas. I should like 
to remind him that chardtSfcer — not? profusion of wealth is the real test 
for judging a man. KS? 500 or Rs. 1,000 is not the question to-day. 
The enost important tiling is whether the Ministers are prepared to 
accept a^safery befitting this poor country. Bo long our countrymen 
criticised fhd bureaucracy that they, by giving extravagant salaries to 
their employees, had neglected all things important for the country. 
'JJime has now come to vindicate that criticism by the action of our 
elected Ministers. 

Mr’. Speaker, the example of the six Congress provinces come in at 
every step even in this Assembly and it is good that it is so. There 
is no doubt that Bombay, Madras, Bibar, Orissa and the United Pro- 
vinces have, by their programme and sacrifice, put Bengal in the 
•shade. But a born optimist as I am, I have not despaired of Bengal. 
1 cherish the hope that Bengal, by the speciality of her culture, by 
her service and sacrifice and by her endeavour for freedom will lead the 
other provinces: l cun see the day when our Ministers, though they 
have now tarnished the fair name of Bengal by their weakness and 
incapacity, Will again raise this province to the pinnacle of glory by 
their service and sacrifice. 

Maulvi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (The member addressed the 
House in Bengali.) t 

Adjournment . 

.The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After Adjournment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that there has been a reasonable debate 
I propose, therefore, unless other things crop up, to bring the discus- 
sion on these amendments to a close at about 7-30 p.m. 

J now call upon Maulvi Md. Mozammel II uq to continue his zj>eech* 
I may tell him that he has got only 5 minutes more. 

Maqlyi Md. Mozammel Huq continued delivering his speech in 
Bengali. 

As Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq invited, the members of the House 
to go outside* the chamber and inspect the^uxurious cars owned by 
Mr. Surat Chandra Bose, Mr. TuLsi tH|aiidraOoSwanii and other Con- 
gress members of the House he was called to order, 

, Mr. SPEAKER! Maulvi Sahib, I would request you not to bring 
in anything in the nature of a personal reference. You are quite 
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entitled to speak in general terms. I think in the interests of fair 
debase it should be carried on a proper level and that members should 
refrain from mentioning any individual bv name. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Speaker, Sir, I thought 

that the debate this evening would take a different turn. But I . find' 
also of not participating in the debate this evening but some remarks 
made by my friend Mr. Abdul Iiatif- Biswas make it* ftecftfisary for 
me to speak. He possibly thought that as he f aught the Prc^o Party 
candidate in the last election he could insinuate against the Proja 
Party that we had compromised with the Congress because we put in 
an amendment to the effect that t lie Ministers of this province should 
draw a salary of Rs. 1,000* Sir, I may tell you that tfiis amendment is 
not an offspring of overnight. Ours is the programme which was 
drawn up by one of our big men — I mean the President of the Krishak 
Proja Samity-*-*rtio“ is at present the Premier of this province. Sir f 
he presided over the tneeting when we drew up this programme staling 
that the highest officer in the land would get a salary of Rs. l,00(f. 
Sir, I will not narrate the passionate appeal that Maultfl Fazlul Huq 
made before an audience of 10,000 men. I would only narrate to you 
one statement that was made by our President, inunciating Che posi- 
tion of our party that it was going to follow an economic prograxhnu* 
and he was going to give a programme of reduction in the cost trot 
only of the administration in general but iu every department of the 
Government ulso. Sir, this in what ho said: — 

•ST 

“From thia*day onwards begins the grim fight between ze mi minis- 
and capitalists, on one side, and poor people on the other. It is not,* 
at al! a civil war in thelduslim community, but it is a fight in which 
the pCopfe of Bengal are divided on a purely economic issue. ^This 
issue must be decided first before we can take up any other matter for 
consideration. I am sure you realise this quite fully. Yo\* knov^, 
much more than I do, the appalling misery that prevails in the villages, 
and how thousands are dying every day in rural areas in Bengal of 
actual starvation and semi-starvation. The problem of “dal” and 
44 bhat” and some kind of coarse eloath to cover our nudity, the 
problem of problems which stares us iu fhe face and which must be 
solved* immediately , This is {he very problem which w r e will h^ye to 
face as soon as we enter the new* Council . An obvious and immediate 
solution of , the»^roblera will be by effecting drastic economy in the cost 
of administration, by seduction of taxation on the p©0t, by repeat 
of such taxation as tells"jfceayily on the masses and by a thorough over- 
hauling *lhe Bengal Tenancy Act and other Acts in the interest of 
the raiyats. To all these measures zemindars, capitalists and tbos& 
holding Tested interests will offer strenuous opposition. It is, there- 
fore, inevitable that there wBl be a division of the country into two* 
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main classes, viz., those of the rich and influential on the one side And 
the poor and helpless on the other. We represent the latter; are 
sure you also do ihe same. 

“Had there been any conceivable pioblem affecting Muslim interest 
only — and not the interest of the masses — we would have gladly put 
our economic programme in the Background and taken up the commu- 
nal question first. But there is no such question before us or lihely 
to be before us for lome time to come. At the same time, it goes with- 
out saying that if at any time we find that Muslim interests as such 
a!$ threatened ” 

Mr. SPEAKER: May f intervene at this stage and say that yon 
are fully entitled to read an extract from any newspaper, buL accord- 
ing to Parliamentary convention you cannot read a very long extract. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: I submit. Sir. thaij was oi^ly 
reading out a relevant portion from a statement tlmf ofiiaied the ques- 
tion of our party. 

Now, Sir, I have said — and I was telling the House at the lieginning 
• — that the Projn Party enunciated its piogramme purely as qn f £co- 
nomic issue, and the programme that wo have enunciated and the scale 
of salaries that we have proposed in our amendment is not a compro- 
mise with kho Congress, as my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswfts has 
said. We decided in our general meeting to that effect, and there- 
after it was sanctioned at n conference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, older. "You a?e perfectly entitled to 
enunciate the principles of your party, but the decision in a party 
meeting is purely in the nature of an internal economy of the party, 
or an internal arrangement or whip of the puity^ and as such should 
not he referred to in the House. 

Mr, M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; I am not referring to any whip 
of the party but to the principles of the party, which was to reduce 
the cost of administration of the country, so that thereby we might 
set an example to the country and so that the salaries of the public 
services might be i educed and even the Indian Civil Servants, whose 
salaries are on the reserved side of the budget and could not therefore 
be touched, might impose a voluntary cut on their service. As the Indian 
Civil Servants in Madras have <&ne by a self-denying ordinance. The 
Madras Civil Servants have imposed a cut on their salaries themselves, 
and therefore if we can make a beginning in . this direction and can 
show to the ‘country that we are really after the upliftment of the 
masses and of the country and that we are determined to ptiisff through 
our programme, we must begin from ouf own Ministers, so that others 
Also might follow. That is the reaaofa wfcy we decided on that course 
of action. I will not take wroth time of the House, Sir, butT would 
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9 mj|r say this that we should not consider this matter on a oommunal 
b fMff# AnK&gsi our Ministers there **re not only Muslims — I am 
pr#4 though that the President of our party is to-day the Premier 
of 4he GoTernment of Bengal — but there are Hindu friends also in the 
Ca&met. Therefore the communal composition of the Cabinet should 
net trouble us at all. As I have sffid our President stated that the 
whole question is an eoenomio one. We know, Sir, that we are ruled 
by British Imperialism, that the administration i* top-heavy, and we 
also know that the cost of administration must be reduced. The other 
day the Hon’ble the Finance Minister told us that money could Qpt 
be found for primary education. 1 know. Sir, our Premier is very 
much anxious to introduce compulsory primary education. Ife thinks 
about 4 day in and day out, but for want of money lie cannot intro- 
duce it. I say, Sir, if we make a beginning here, and if we reduce the 
oost of administration in other departments of life, for instance, in 
sajaties and other things, the Finance Minister can give our Chief 
Minister anwwim-^whether it is 1 ernre and fit) lakhs or 2 crores and 
50 lakhs — in one night, if only he take up the pen and put down The 
figure. I understand that the steel-frame administration which is 
still continuing here, it is very difficult to cut down its expenditure 
aHt the very beginning. But, Sir, a beginning must be made, and we 
want to make a beginning with our Ministers’ salaries. Therefore, my 
friend* on the left are having a fling at the Congress and think that 
this amendment for JbU. 500 which has been brought forward ^has no 
meaning, and possibly ft was intended us a joke. But whatever it is, 
Sir, 1 am not going to diseuss that ; nor am I going to vote for that 
amendment. I am going to vote for the amendment which we have 
tabled. I may* here read one very small extract from a statement of 
Mahatma Gandhi, who a non-Muslim but has reminded us of the 
Muslims’ outlook oi^Jife- 

Mr^SPEAKER: After raising the communul issue so far, don’t 
you think you had better avoid it. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: He has discussed this question not 

from a political standpoint but from the economic point. 

. * 

(As Mr. Ahmed was addressing his remarks to the Muslim members 
of the Houie, Mr. Speaker intervened.) 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please address the Chair and not the Muslim 
members. 

Mr, M, 8HAM8lTDblN AHMED: I was addressing 'the House 
through jaou. 

I may. perhaps read that extract now. Jt runs : “Lest Congress- 
men should think that they hare a monopoly of simplicity and that 
they emit in 1920 ingoing awav with trousers and chairs, let me cite 
10 ' # 
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(Ji g examples of Abu fiskr sod Omar. Rama and Kfishos ftro preliis- 
tone names. I may not use these names as examples. History, tells 
us of Pratap and Shivaji living in the utmost simplicity, but opinion 
may be divided as to what they did when they had power! There is 
no division of opinion about the Prophet Abu Bakr and Omar. They 
had the riches of the world at their feet. It would be difficult to find 
a historical parallel to match their rigorous life.” Everybody knows, 
readers of History^ know that Islamic culture has added many things 
to the civilisation of the world. Omar when he received deputations 
fjum the Roman Emperors — when the Ambassador came — he was tak- 
ing shelter in a garden — he was sleeping in a garden I mean. The 
Ambassador inquired where the Khalifa was 

Khan Sahib cMauIvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: That is not a 

fact, Sir. He was not sleeping at the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If this is not a fact, it may be contradicted by 
another member in his speech. You need not interrupt. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I believe, Sir, there were no dak 
^bungalows then, but I repeat that he was sleeping in a palm garden. 
Then the Ambassador was astonished and amazed when he found him 
in tattered robes and taking shelter under a tree. That astonished 
the Ambassador of the Eastern Roman Empire — he was so much asto- 
nished that the Khalifa of Islam should be such a simple person. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: On a point of 
order, Sir. Is Mr. Ahmed entitled to preach religion here when he 
does not know the Hadis? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Whether the speaker knows Hadis 
or not is outside the purview of this House, but I think, Mr. Ahmed 
is perfectly right when he appeals to certain Muslim members on cer- 
tain principles just as many other members have discussed it on the 
ground of Muslim principles. I wish however that discussion either 
of Hindu principles or Muslim principles should be avoided as much 
as possible. I have allowed it so far, but would appeal to members 
to see that in future the debate does not turn on Hindu and Muham- 
madan principles, or religious or communal principles. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Whether I know Hadis or not, 
Sir, when mv friend has some leisure if he would. come to me I can 
teach him. , ^ 

I was just referring about Omar. I will .now, before I sit down, 
tell the House through you that Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas must stand 
absolutely — what shall I sayP — enlightened — that he should not have 
used the expressions that, he has used against one of the greatest parties 
,in this province. We are proud that we have got the President of our 
party appointed as the Premier of this province. 
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Before I % sit down, I make an appeal to this House that it may not 
vote* for the Congress amendment. I also am not going to vote for 
the Congress amendment for Rs. 500. I would appeal to you in all 
serioUsnesk that this is the beginning of the redeeming of the pledges 
that you have given to the electorate. (Cries of “No, no” from the 
Muhammadan benches.) Do not say “No, no”, whether you belong 
to the Muslim League or to the Coalition Group. I have got the 
League’s programme with me. Their policy is also to reduce the coat 
of administration. So, it is no use saying “No, no”. 

Now, Sir, before I sit down, I hope 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

(The Hon ’hie the Finance Minister rose to reply to the debate.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope Mr. Sarker you will please try to finish 
your reply within 5 minutes, if possible, because all the amendments 
will have to be put to the vote, and it will take quite a long time to do 
so. And I do not think the House would like to wait more than 8 p.m* 
this night. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: May I rise to submit one point, SirP 

(There were cries of "No, no. Let the Finance Minister speak".) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. The member has a right to make 
any representation, and there should not be any objection to that from 
the House. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI. My submission is that this is a very important 
issue, and I would appeal to you, Sir, to allow at least a Labour member 
to give his views. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am perfectly in the hands of this House. But 
as far as I have been able to judge the temper of the House, both of the 
right and of the left — of course, I have not been able to consult the 
front— J find that they would not like to sit beyond 8 p.m. to-night. 
(Dr. Nalinakshya* Sanyai. : We are prepared to sit up later.) And in 
view of that I ang afraid*! shall have to bring the debate to a close well 
within that time. I fell that almost all the issues havpbeen fully 
debated. I should have been very glad if it were possible for me to 
have the opinions of all the sections of this House, but constituted as 
the House* is — with so many groups and groups within groups — that it 
is* very difficult for me to gfo such an opportunity in one debate uniesi 
it is a matter which essentially affects any “special interests. 
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The Hott’bte Mr. NALINI RAMAN BARKER: I do not say that 

the motion moved by the Congress party for the reduction of the salary 
of the Ministers is inspired by any but the purest of motives. I also 
do not say that the rate of salary proposed by the Praja Party has 
anything but the purest of motives behind it, but as you know it is not 
possible for everyone of us to follow the Congress ideals at all times. 
The Congress resolution about all offices under the Crown carrying a 
salary of not more than Rs. 500 per month was passed long ago. Even 
in institutions which are managed by the Congress this resolution 
could not be given effect to. (A voice: Because congressmen like you 
were there.) I say because of my failings it was not my good fortune 
to act up to the Congress ideals. Dr. Sanyal interrupts me when it 
suits him but I want him to put his hand on his breast and say whether 
everyone of his group has followed the Congress mandate in every 
matter. The Congress stands for the ideal of ascetic simplicity and I 
ask my friends how many of the members are inspired by the ideals of 
that simplicity. I would request l)r. Sanyal not to force me to say 
unpleasant things. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not? You are at perfect 
liberty to follow our lead. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: There was a time 
when I)r. Sanyal was used to following mine. 

When I say I have not been able to follow the lead of the Congress 
in every matter I say it seriously and sincerely and many of the members 
of this House know that it is very difficult to follow all the mandates of 
the Congress. 

My friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu said that in the Corporation the 
Congress members tried to reduce the salary of the officers but for 
reactionary forces they could not do it. It is true that there were 
reactionary forces. I also was in the Congress group at that time and 
I ask Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu if we ever tried to reduce the salary 
of the Chief Executive Officer to Rs. 500. I may tell the House that 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu was the Chairman of the Retrenchment 
Committee and I was a member of that committee : has he or any other 
member ever put any resolution before the Retrenchment Committee 
that the (Ruef Executive Officer’s salary or ftifr the matter of that the 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer’s should be reduced to Rs. 500 P I 
must say that we were not at that time inspired by the ideal of Congress 
economy. I can say from personal experience that neither Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu nor I nor anybody else was inspired by that ideal at that 
time. 
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Dr. NA|,INAK8HA SANYAL: But there has been a change sinoe 
then. 


The H6fi*ble Mr. NALIHI RANJAN 8ARKER: I know that there 
has been a change. So many years after the passing of tbe Karachi 
resolution the Congress says that we must adopt the salary of Rs. 500. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: We have now got the 

opportunity. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I admit. But even 
with that opportunity they have to devise some allowances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Small allowances. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Yes, small 
allowances, not Rs. 500 hut less than Rs. 500 and that shows that they 
realise under the present condition it is not possible to Jfpduce the 
salar; of Ministers to Rs. 500. In spite of their strict code of simplicity 
a motor car is a necessity. (A voice: Are you prepared to accept 
that amount?) It is not possible to adhere to simplicity in this 
complex organisation of our society. Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu said 
that in the Corporation they had tried to initiate lower salary at the 
time when our revered friend Mr. Suhash Bose was made Executive 
Officer. I should say that for that eventuality I do not think we can 
take any credit. Mr. Suhash Chandra Bose enunciated the policy of 
the Corporation and he himself voluntarily accepted a lower salary. 

A voice: Do you not know that Mr. Suhash Chandra Bose 
accepted a salary of Rs. 1,500 when the Chief Executive Officer’s salary 
was fixed at Rs. 0,000? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I enquire if you 
will allow this sort of running comments when the Hon’ble the Finanoe 
Minister is speaking? 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I personally would not like any running comment* 
but if\he speaker would yield to those running comments I cannot help 
it. 

e 

(Mr, Santosl Kumar Basu rose to speak when there were cries qf 
order, order from the treasury benches.) ■ ^ 

• 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am making a statement to tha 
Speaker and you all cry * ‘order, order,” you creat a disorder. When 
tbe Hon’ble tile Finance Ifinister in his reply goes on putting question# 
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to a previous speaker who is not in a position to reply, what is his 
remedy P 

Mr. SPEAKERS It is very difficult to say. If the member thinks 
a personal explanation is necessary, I think, under the rule he is fully 
entitled to give it. That is all b$,can do: he cannot go further. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: We lesser mortals 
cannot agree to the reduction of our salary. The salary of the previous 
incumbents of our office was Rs. 5,333 and we have made a suggestion 
for Rs. 2,500. But it is entirely in the hands of this House to say 
whether it will give us Rs. 500 or Rs. 5,000. As I have said we have 
not been able to Jbe inspired by the Congress ideal of simplicity. We 
have given an estimate of the salary which we ought to get and it is 
entirely in the hands of the members of this House to vote Rs. 2,500 or 
the Congress ideal of Rs. 500. For that no quarrel is necessary. 

My friend Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed brought in ancient history and 
appealed us to follow" the simple life of Ram and Sri Krishna. When 
w^ go back to the simplicity of pre-historic days we shall welcome it 
but till then you cannot ask the Ministers to take a small salary. In 
a society where a lawyer can earn Rs. 15,0(10, where a doctor can 
earn Rs. 5,000, where a businessman can earn Rs. 8,000 and where a 
Professor of a college can earn Rs. 1,500 a month and where the 
Secretaries to Government can earn Rs. 2,750 a month I do not think 
Rs. 2,500 a month for the Ministers will be an anomaly. 

The main ground for the reduction of salary is the appalling misery 
of the masses. It is urged that when the people of this country have 
such a 1 standard of living, in the interest of these people the 
Ministers should accept an absurdly low salary. I admit and ft is true 
that the condition of the masses in appalling. It is also true that there 
is maladjustment of income between the masses and the classes and I 
am one of those who believe that this maladjustment must be put an end 
to and the gap between classes and masses should be narrowed down. 
But 1 do not admit that the Ministers should adopt a lower standard of 
living. In that view' of the case we have indicated that w T e are entitled 
to Rs. 2,500. In a .society where money has not yet become valueless 
and where to maintain one s dignity some sort of wealth is necessary 
I do not think that the Ministers in the present condition of things can 
have a comfortable living with dignity with anything less than 
Rs. 2,500. 

My friend Mr. Narendra Chandra Chakrabarti gave us the example 
of Madras. (A voice: He is Narendra Narayan Chakrabarti and not 
Narendra Chandra OhakraJ)arti. ) Really that example m a very good 
example but may I ask my friend from Pabna-ct*7n-Bogra whether the 
Congress leaders in this province have bean inspired by the ideala of 
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Mr. Rajagopalachariar ? It is no use uttering revered names if we 
are qnable to act up to their example. As I said we are but ordinary 
human beings and according to our standard we appeal to this House 
to deoide bur salary. We are prepared to and must accept whatever 
the Assembly may vote. In this matter the Assembly is the final 
deciding authority. f* 

Some of my friends opposite said that in my speech I had said that 
we were popular Ministers and they took exception to that. I did not 
use that word “popular” in the sense in which my friends use it. If I 
said popular I said it because we are backed by the majority and in all 
democratic countries those who have the majority in the legislature 
are called popular. If I have made an incorrect statement my friends 
will kindly forgive me. 

My friend from Pabna-c«///-Bogra said that 1T*f 'ffWj 

TfSTfa TO” I quote as much as I can remember. We have not come here 
to exploit or to gain anything financially. We have tome here to 
serve the country in a spirit of service as we understand it. (Question.) 
Yes, you may question but I say charity must begin at homo. 
Let all of my friends opposite he inspired by the ideals of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and then deride us for accepting 
this salary. 

The disparity between the incomes of the classes and the masses 
cannot be done away with by reducing the salary of Government 
servants alone. Government service covers a very small field in this 
wide area. If men in other professions, and the businessmen are not 
inspired by that ideal it is impossible to narrow* I he gap between the 
classes and the masses. Then my friend Mr. Shamsuddin said that w r e 
do not w r ant to cut the administrative expenses. Sir, as I said in my 
budget speech we have not been able to do anything in that mutter 
because there w^s not sufficient time at our disposal. Mr. Shamsuddin 
has also attacked our Thief Minister and said that he has broken his 
pledge. Mr. Shamsuddin said that the Ministers’ salary should be 
Rs. 1,000 per month. 

Mr.'M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I did not say that. 

The Hon’bl' Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Mr. Shamsuddin 
says that he did* not sav it, but we have all heard him. He referred 
to a speech the Hon’ble Chief Minister is stated to have'delivered at 
Dacca suggesting a maximum salary of Rs. 1,000 for Ministers. I do 
not know what he actually said. But I sh*y only give here a history 
of the subsequent events. The Hon’ble Mr. Failul Huq's Ministry i« 
a Coalition Ministry rfhd so far as I know 4he coalition was first made 
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at the instance of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin. A programme was 
settled known as the coalition programme between the League farty 
and the Proja Party and the rate of salary of Ministers was kept out of 
that programme, and so far as I know Mr. Shamsuddin was sf signatory 
to that programme which was afterwards confirmed by the Proja Party. 
This should suffice. I do not Want to waste the time of this^House. 
I have mader my submissions and we are entirely dependent on the 
verdict of this Assembly. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point of information, Sir. 
Would the Hon’ble Finance Minister make his position clear about the 
house allowance and the motor car allowance? All the time he has 
been talking about Rs. 2,500 and we shall understand better if he 
makes his position clear. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : I am making my 
submission with regard to clause (2). This question will arise when 
clause (d) comes. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
in the course of his speech addressed a question to a member of my 
party. May I on behalf of t lie party reply to that question? The 
question put by t he Hon’ble Finance Minister to a member of the 
Congress Party was this: Will the Congress Party show the way in 
this matter? I make this statement with the full sense of respon- 
sibility. If to-night non-Congress Hindus and non-Congress Muham- 
madans join the Congress Party and put t lie Congress Party in absolute 
majority, the Congress Party will accept a salary of Its., 500 per month. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8AT.KER: I never ^id that. 
Ue has not properly understood my question. 

The Hobble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want to make a state- 
ment. If my friend Mr. Bose ** * 

A member ftoni. Opposition Bench: What is this going on? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If as a result of that statement which affects the 
office acceptance, the Chief Minister wants to make a statement I 
cannot rule him out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir„I am not going to make 
a speech. H my friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose can convince the non- 
Congress Hindus and non-Congress Muslims of this Houae that it is in 
the interests of Islam a?d of the country to join hands with the 
pongress and if he can induce them to come over to the Congress I 
will accept a salary of Rs. 100 per month. '* 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I will now put all the amendments 
before the blouse. The House will remember that the following 
amendments were moved: — 

Ho. 5 # by Mr. Md. Abul Fail: 

No. t by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee: 

No. 9 by Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar : 

No. 10 by Mr. P. Banerjee : 

No. 1§ by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee: 

No. 14 by Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar: and 

No. 16 by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee. 

I think it woulc^ be convenient for the House if Ingroup these into 
three different groups as follows : — 

Nos. 7, 12 and 16 stand together. They have been moved by 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee and the effect of all these three is to 
give a salary of Rs. 500 to each Minister. So that being one common 
issue I may put Nos. 7, 12 and 16 together on the issue of Rs. 500 
vote. 

No. 5 reduces the salary to Rs. 1,000 for all which has been moved 
by Mr. Abul Fazl. That I will place next. 

Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar has moved Nos. 9 and 14. They stand 
together. His proposal tuntamounts to giving the Thief Minister 
Rs. 2,500 and other Ministers Rs. 2,000. 

So the effect of the firsi group will be t hat ull Ministers will get 
Rs. 500: the effect of the second group will be that all Ministers will 
get 11s. 1,000: the effect of the third group will be that the Thief 
Minister will get Rs. 2,oflo and the other Ministers Rs. 2,000. I give 
this explanation with a view to make the position clear. 

The question before the House is amendments Nos. 7,, 12 and 16. 
Before I call Hie division I would like to warn the Housf once more, 
and in doing so I do it in a very submissive spirit of appeal as your 
spokesman, that you will kindly see that till you go out of the House 
you will try, except the Whips and the important leaders, to keep to 
your seatiand I hope I will not see any repetition of the instances of 
dragging of members. I hope you will kindly remember that there is 
one appeal more and that is that the spirit of silence in a deliberative* 
body may be kept as much as possible and my friends will kindly 
remember that*^f everybody speaks the sum total of their voice will 
drown everything else «n the House. 

The following motions were then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — * 

, • • 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee to move that sub-clause (a) of 

clause 2 fo omitted. 
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Mr. Pramatha Nath Boner jee to move that in snb-c^use (6) of 
clause 2, in line 1, the word “other” be omitted. 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee to move that in clause 2 (b), in 
lines 1 and 2, the words “two thousand” be omitted. 


AYES. 


Basarjaa, Mr. P. 

Basarjaa, Mr. Pranatfca Nadi. 
Basarjaa, Mr. Stfcastfc. 

Baaarjl, Mr. Batya Prlya. 

Baaaarjta, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

Bata, Mr. laitnl Kaaiar. 

Bkavnik, Or. Bafclaka Okaakra. 
Blawaa, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Bitwat, Mr. Oaraakra Nat* 

Bata. Mr. Barat Okaakra. 

Okakrakarty, Bata Naraakra Narayaa. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. Jitiaira Natfc. 
Okattapakkyay, Baka Harlpaka. 
Okaakkarl, Bal Haraakra Natk. 

Da*, Baka Maklai Okaakra. 

Da*, Baka Ba«kaaatk. 

Dai Bapta, Baka Kka«»atfra Natk. 
Dai Bapta, Dr. k. M. 

Dai Bapta, Mr. Naraakra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Dkir*a«ra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraa«ra. 

Datta, Mr. Bakaaiar. 

Datta Bapta, Min Mira. 

Datta Maxaattfar, Mr. Nlkaraaka. 
fikM, Mr. Atal Kriikaa. 

Otiaraail, Mr. Talil Okaakra. 

Bapta, Mr. kagnfc Okaakra. 

• 


Bapta, Mr. k. N. 

Hiantslagfca, Mr. Prafckakayai. 
Kfcaa, Mr. Daktakra LaN. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. Nlifcltfca Natk. 

Maid, Mr. Nlkaaja Bakari. 

Maitra, Mr. laraakra Makaa. 

Mali, Akwalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mr*. HiiMprava. 
Mazamkar, Mr. Biraakra Natk. 
Mai, Mr. liarar Okaakra. 

Makkirji, Mr. Dkiraakra Narayaa. 
MakharJta, Mr. B. 

Makkar|i, Dr. H. 0. 

Mattlck, Brtjat Aikataik. 

Paia, Mr. Baraka Pmaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kaiaafkrtikaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiikari Pad. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natfc. 
tanyai, Dr. Nailaakika. 

•anyal, Mr. taiaaka Bakkar. 

••a, Baka Nagaakra Natk. 

Blafca, Brijst Maalakra Bkaiaa. 
Bar, Mr. Hariakra Kaaiar. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOE8. 


Akkal A tii, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Bari, Maalvi. 

Akkal Hal** a, Kfcaa Bafcakar Byak. 
Akkal Hafli. Mr. Miraa. 

Akkal HaBi Mia, Mfc, 

Akkal Hakaam, Mr. 

Akkal Maklai, Maalvi. 

Akkal Naklia Vtkranpart, Mr. Mk. 

AMal Haaiik, Mr. A. M. 

Akkal NaaiM Bkak, Maalvi. 

AMal kakkar, Maalvi. 

AMal Kakar, Mr. 

AMal Karlai, Mr. 

AMal Lattt Biiwst, Maalvi. 

Afckal MaJIk, Maalvi. 

AMal MaJIk, Mr. Byak. 

AMal Wafcak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMal Wafcak, Maalvi. 

AMaMa-aJ Mafcan*^ Mr. 

AMar Rafcaiaa, NBaa Bafcakar A. P. M. 
Afckar Raitkik Makistsib JBr. 

AMar Ba afc aak, Maalvi BM. ,* 

AMar Rant, Kfcaa Bafclk iaaM B. 
AMar Raat, Mr. Bfcafc. 

AMar Raaaak. MaatvL 
Afckaa Bfcafcaak, Maatvt ml 


AMkar Rata Okawkkary, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Aka Hanaia Barkar, Maalvi. 

Akul ratal, Mr. Mk. 

Akal Ha* kirn, Maalvi. 

Akal Haiaiit, Mr. Akaiak. 

Akal Qaanai, Maalvi. 

Ackaryya Okaakkary, MakaraJa Baikl Kaata at 
Maktagaeha, Myanailagfc. 

Aftak Haiala kaarkar, Maalvi. 

Akank All, Kkaa taklk Maalaaa Kaayatparl. 
Akaiak All Mrtkka, Maalvi. 

Akaiak Haiala, Mr. 

Aflatakkia Akaiak, Kfcaa Bafcakar. 

Aniaallafc, Maalvi. 

Anir AM, Mk. Mia. 

Arantraag, Mr. W. L 
AafcrataH, Mr. M. 

Aaiaaskkl* Akank, Mr. 

Aaiak H a na i a kfcaa, Maalvi. 

Aafcar AM, Maalvi. 

Baaaarana, Mr. H. 0. 

Barat AM, Mr. Mk. 

Barna, Bafca Praaifcart. 

Baraia, Hr. PnpajN* 

Bamaa, Bafca B fcyana Prank. 

Barns, Bafca B piak ra Natfc. 
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ulfl 


Mr —H i. Kt. 

■r.i. W. 


Ml, Mr. 0. *. 

■Mar, Mr. ft. 

MaM HI al m , Mr. «. S. I 
Mergaa, Mr. fcl.K. 


Beeper, Mr. 0. tf 
•rveBrii, Hr. L. M. 


•aaK Alai, RImm Oak* Maalvi lyvi. 


cater. Mr. Ilpeairaeath. 

KaMil Ha*ce, Kari. 

Fartei Ran O tewihary, Mr. M. 

Farhat Baaa Kteaan, Ragaai. 

PaCal Hag, tlM Hea’Me Mr. A. K. 

Faria! Qatetr, Ktea lakrin Maalvi. 

Fariar Rabaua Mektear, Mr. 

Fergaaen, Mr. R. N. 

BaaiaMter, Mr. C. 0. 

Oiuatei' Ahmet. Mr. 

Slatatila Akari filwrikiry, Mr. 
telaai larwar Heeaiai, Mr. Shah lyri. 
team, Mr. t. A. 

BrlfHtha. Mr. 0. 

Beraag. Mr. Damfcer liagh. 

HaMballak. the Hea’Me Naval Bahtier K., af 
Dacca. 

Hattateia Chevlbary, Maalvi. 

Ha*iateia Abaui, Khaa lablb. 

Haarittea, Mr. K. A. 

Haaaa AN Plwrikiry, Mr. lyri. 

Hataaeuamaa, Maatvi Mi. 

Hat Mai All Kfcaa, Khaa Bakaiar. 

Hatiaa Marthai, Mr*. 

HateaMlty Jeweler, Khaa lahih. 

Hayvtri, Mr. Rcgcrt. 

Htriry, Mr. Davii. 

Hirtaal, Mr. M. A. F. 
lirh Ahiaci Mia. Mr. v 
Itpahaai, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jatalaiiia Ahaiai, Khaa Bahaiar. 

4alaJa444n Haahemy, Mr. tyai. 
iaaimeiila Ahaiai, Mr. 

Auk AN Majaiaiar, Maatvi. 

KaMraMia Khaa, Khaa lahih. 

Kauai All Mirxa, lahlkaaia Kawaa Jab Ijrti. 
KbaHaa, Mr. Dahi Freaai. 

MacLaacbiaa, Mr. 0. 1. 

MaBxaiila AhaMi, Dr. 

MafttaNia Oheethvry, Maalvi. 

■agate, Mr. L. T. 

Maktah, Mabarajkaaiar Uiay Ohaai. 

Mafctakateia AhaMi, Khaa Bahaiar. 

■aaial, Mr. Aiartta Lai. 

Maatal. fr. Baaka Behart. 

Maaial, Mr. Birat Ohaaira. 

Maaial, Mr.iagat Ohaaira.' 

Maaial, Mr. iagaaira Nath. 

Maai a l . Mr. Krtekaa Frdhi. 

■aalraiila Ahteti, Maalvi. • 
Maatenaaiaa IriaankaM. Maalaaa Mi. 

■agtel Heeata, Mr. 

■aaai AN Ktea Ftali, Maatvi. 


HakaaiaMi lltrigae, Dr. tyai. 

Makaaiaiai lalaiaiaa, Mr. 

Matfiek, the Hea’Me Mr. Makaaia Batery. 

Maffick, Mr. FaNa Babary. 

Matharrvff Hcaaala, the Hea’Me Raarak, Ktea 
Bahaiar. 

Mariagatwal Magee, Mr. lyvi. 

Mvttafa AH Dewaa lahih, Mr. 

Naaiy, the Hea’Me Maharaja trie Ohaaira, at 
Kariaibanr. 

Naearaliab, Nawabtaia K. 

Naathcr All, the Hea’bte Maalvi lyai. 

NariaiviiiN, the Nca'Mc Khwaja Mr. 

Niai ait, Mr. T. B. 

NaaraiilR, Mr. K. 

Fattea, Mr. W. 0. 

Peal, Mr Hari Maker. 

Pramaalk, Mr. Tariaiebaraa. 

Rahaiaa, Khaa Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Ral kit, the Hea’Me Mr Fraaaaaa Deb. 

Rajiteiiia Taratiar, Mivlvi. 

Raaiiteliia AhaMi, Mr. 

Ray Qheaihary, Mr. Blreaira Kleherc. 

Raaaar Rahaiaa Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, Baba Patfraia. 

Ray, the Hea'ble Mr Bijey Fraaai llagh. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajey. 

Ray, Rai Bahaiar Kahtei Ohaaira. 

•aiaraiita AhaMi, Mr. 
lalraiiia Ahmet, Naji. 

Baltai, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Baba Maihataiaa. 

Barber, the Hea’Me Mr. NaHai Raajaa. 

•ateeea, Mr. R. M. 

lea, Ral Bahaiar Agiik Ohaaira. 

lerijal Itlaai, Mr. 

Ihababaiiia, Mr. Kharaja, I.U. 

Ihabeiali, Mr. 

Ihaaitaiiia Abawi, Mr. M. 

Sbemtetiia AhaMi Khaalkar, Mr. 

Ihaiatal Mala, Maalaaa. 

Magha, Baba Kthetra Rath. 

•tevea, Mr. 4. W. R. 

•ahrawariy, the Hea'Me Mr. H. I. 

Taiaizaiile Khaa, Maalvi. 

Tapertab, Ral Bahaiar Meeagta UN. 

Tbafcar, Mr. Fraaiatha Raajaa. 

Tefal AhaMi Obeeihery, Maalvi Maji. 

WaNar Rabtaaa, Maalvi. 

Weal, Mrs. INea. 

Wertewerth, Mr. W. 0. 

Yeaeat Mina. 

Vaaaf AN tte aih ar y, Mr, 

Zahar Ab m a# Steaih ary, Mr. 

• 


# 


The Ayeg being 56 and Noeo being 17Z the motions were lost. 
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Amendment No. 5 moved by Mr. Md. Abul Fazl was t}ten put, and 
a division taken with the following result : — „ , 


Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that for sub-clauses (a) $nd (b) of 
clause 2 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“to each of the Ministers at the rate of one thousand tupees per 
mensem. ” 


AYE8. 


AMal Hates, Kliaa BakUir lyai. 
AMal Hakim, MaalvL 
AMal Majii, Maalvl. 

AMal Waite, MaalvL < 

AM H attain larkar, Maalvl. 

Aka I Pad, Mr. Mi. 

Aftah AH, Mr. 

AateaMla Abate, Mr. 

BaatrjM. Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatha Nath. 
Baatrjat. Mr. Ilbaath. 

BaaarJI, Mr. latya Prlya. 

•aaaarjM, Mr. Manoranjaa. 

Baaa, Mr. kaitteh Kaaiar. 

Bbawmlk, Dr. HaMaia Obaaira. 
Biawaa, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Blswaa, Mr. tarvatfra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. karat Obaaira. 

Ohakrakarty, Baka Nirvnira Narayaa. 
Obakrakarty, Mr. iatlnira Nath. 
OMttapaihyay, Baka Harlpaia. 
Obaaiharl, Hal Hartnira Nath. 
Obippaaialt, Mr. 4. W. 

Dat, Baba Mablai Obaaira. 

Dat, Baba Raihaaath. 

Da* Bapta, BaM Khagaaira Natb. 

Dat Bapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Daa Bapta* Mr. Nartnira Nath. 

Datta. Mr. Dblraaira Natb. 

Dalai, Mr. Hartnira. 

Datta, Mr. kakaaiar. 

Datta Mazaaiiar, Mr. Nibaraaia. 
Kmiaial Hapaa, Kail. 

PaMar Rahman Maktaar, Mr. 

Bbnaa, Mr. Atal Krishna. 

BteaMla Abate, Mr. 4 
Batwaml, Mr. TaM Obaaira. 

Bapta, Mr. kagatb Obaaira. 


Bapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Mata a All Obaaribary, Mr. lyti. 
Hlaiatttagka, Mr. Prabbaiayal. 
ialalaiiia Hatbaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
iaaak All Majaaiiar, Maalvl. 

Kbaa, Mr. Dahaaira Lall. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Obaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Nhbitba Natb. 

MaHi, Mr. Nlkaaja Babari. 

Maltra, Mr. laraaira Mabaa. 

Mali, AiaraHa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mrt. Mtmaprova. 

Masaaiiar, Mr. Blraaira Natb. 

Mai, Mr. Itarar Obaaira. 

Maairauaman Itlamakaii, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maphal Hatain, Mr. 

Mookarjaa, Mr. Syamapratai. 
Mahammai I trail, Maalvl. 

Maktrji, Mr. Dblraaira Narayaa. 
Mukbarjtt, Mr. B. 

MakbarJI, Dr. H. % 

Mvkbarji, Dr. Sbarat Obaaira. 

Mallick, Irijttt Atbutaah. 

Paia, Mr. Baraia Praia a a a. 

Ramlzaiiin Abatai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrtabna. 

Ray, Mr. Wan lankar. 

Ray. Mr. Kitbarl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maniaatha Natb. 

•aayaL Dr. Natlaaksba. 
laayal, Mr. lataaka kakbar. 
laa, Baka Nafaaira Natb. 

Ibaaitaiiia Abate, Mr. M. 

•laba, Irljat Maalaira Bbataa. 

•ar, Mr. Kara air a Kaaiar. 

Vataf AH Okaaibary, Mr. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 



Abial Mala Mr. Mtpu 
ABM Mail, Mia, Bar. 

ABM Hakasm, Mr. 

ABM Mablai Vtkrampnrt, Mr. Mi. 
ABM HaaHi, Mr. A. MT 
Aim Haarii BBaB, Maatvi 



N0E8. 

ABM Karim, Mr. 

ABM LaW Bit vat, Maartt. 

ABM MaHi, Mr. lyai. 

ABM WabaB Kbaa. Mr. 

A B iai a al Makmaai. Mr. 

ABM Raima*, Kbaa BaBatfar A. P. M. 
ABM RaaBM Mibawai, Mr. 

ABM M KMlCblBiMMM I. 
ABM Baal, Mr. BBab. 
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AMar ftmk, «W 
mnimiAwm 
AIIMrlffMralMnf. 
am Ml«, BmM. 
am MaMfe Mr^AkanB. 

Makaraja MM Kilt*, at 
HUipeK fcyamntagk. 

AIM HmU'MIir, Maatvi. 

Hill AM. Khii UMI laHut iMjrtpiH. 
AIM AN MrtBka, Maatvi. 

AIM Hanla, Mr. 

AitavaBBia AIM, Kkaa BiM«r. 

AniaaHak, MaalvL 
Ante AN, MB. Mia. 

Armtraag, Mr. W. L. 

AikrataH, Mr. M. 

AataB HNUii Kill, Maalvl. 

Aikar AH, Maatvi. 

•aaaaraaa, Mr. H. 6. 

Barat AU. Mr. MB. 

Bam a, Baka Rrmkiri.. 

Bar a a, Mr. RaipaJK- 
Baraaa, Baka Ifcyaaa PrataB. 

Baraaa, Baka UpfBra Natk. 

Biivu, Baka Lakafcal Narayan. 

Bratktr, Mr. F . 8. 

OaapkaH, Mr fiaarga, Kt 
Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Ota pa r, Mr. 8. B. 
eraaataM, Mr. L. M. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal OkaaBra. 

Oaa, Mr. Ktrtt BfcaiM. 

Oaa, Mr. Maaaakaa. 

Data, Baka DakaaOra Natk. 

Efkar, Mr. UpaaOraaatk. 

Parka* Ran OkawBkary, Mr. M. 

Park at Baaa Kkaaan. Bagaai. 

Fallal Hag, tka Han’fck Mr. A. K. 
fallal QaaBtr, Kkaa BakaBar Maatal. 
fargaiaa, Mr. R. H. 

Oananter, Mr. E. 0. 

ttaaattta AkaM OkaaOkary, Mr. • 

taian Bar war Naaaiai, Mr. Ikak I yak. 

•a am, Hr. I. A. 

Briffttka, Mr. 8. 

Baraag, Mr. Dankar tlagfc. 

NaMkaHak, tka Naa’kk Nawak BakaBar K., af 
Baaa a. 

NaflaatfMa OkawBkary, Maatal. 

NaaNaOBta AknaB, Kkaa lakik. 

NanNtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Nnaaananaa, Maatal MB. 

Maakaai AN Kkaa, Kkaa BakaBar. 

Maalaa MarakaB, Mra. 

NataanRa BaaaBar, Kkaa lakik. 

NayaraaC Mr. Ragan. 

W aaB r y, Mr. DaviB. 

Nktaat, Mr. M. A. P. 

IBrta AkanB Mia, Mr. *$ 
lapakaaL Mr. M. A. H. 


MaRaaBBIa MtlifcirT, NmM, 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

mmm, MMumlkanir Map BkaaB. 
MaktakaB BI a AknaB, Kkaa BakaBar. 

MaaBai, Mr. Aairtta Lai. 

MaaBaL Mr. Baaka BakaH. 

MaaBai, Mr. Birat CkaaBra. 

MaaBaL Mr. Bagat OkaaBra. 

MaaBai Mr. BagaaBra Natk. 

MaaBai Mr. Krltkaa PraaaB. 

MaalraBla AkkaaB, Maatvi. 

MataB AH Kkaa faaal, Maatvi. 

Mika, Mr. 8. W. 

MUtar, Mr. 8. 

MHf-Rakartna, Mr. 0. E. L 
Margaa, Mr. B., 8.I.E. 

Maala ai All Maflak, Maatvi. 

Man mat Nag, Maalvl MB. 

MakannaB Atial, Kkaa lakik Maatvi lyaB. 
MakaaiaiaB All, Kkaa BBkaBar. 

MakannaB Ikraklai, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiaB likagaa, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiaB HBBlgat, Or. lyaB. 

MakaaiaiaB lalaiaian, Mr. 

Malik k tin Naa'kk Mr. MakaaBa Bakary. 
Halite k, Mr. Palla Bakary. 

Maikarraff Hataaia, tka Naa’kk Nawak, Kkaa 
BakaBar. 

Mastagaiwal Nagaa, Mr. lyaB. 

Maitafa Ail Otwaa lakik, Mr. 

NaaBy, tka Nan’kli Makaraja Irla OkaaBra, af 
Katiaifcanr. 

Naaaraltak, NawakuBa, K. 

Naaaktr AH, tka Naa’kk Maalvl tyaB. 
BaatnaBBin, tka Naa'kk Kkwaja Hr, K.8.I.E. 
Ninna, Mr. T. B. 

NaaraBBia, Mr. K. 

Rattan, Mr. W. 8. 
fail. Hr Nari taakar, Kt. 

Pranaaik, Mr. Tartatckaraa. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa BakaBar A. M. L 
Baikal, tka Naa’kk Mr. Praiaaka Oak. 
BaJIkaBBIa TarafBar, Maalvl. 

NaailtaBBia AknaB, Mr. 

Nay OkaaBkary, Mr. BlraaBra Kkkara. 

Bauar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Nay, Baka Patlran. 

Bay, tka Naa’kk tte 8i|ay fraaaB Slagk, K • 
Nay, Mr. Dfcaaaajay. 

Nay, Nal BakaBar KikkaB OkaaBra. 
laBaraBBIa AkanB, Mr. 

•aftraBBIa AknaB, HaJL 
laHai, Mr. I. A. 

Barkar, Baka MaBkaaaBaa. 

larkag Un Naa'kk Mr. BaHal Baajaa. 

lam ia, Mr. R. M. 

laa, Bal BakaBar Bagaai OkaaBra. 

larajal I Nan, Mr. 

•kakakaBBIa, Mr. Kkwaia, 8.B.I 
IkakaBaH, Mr. 

IkianiBa AfcnaB KkaaBkar, Mr. 


•kaaaal HaBa, 
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T«M Afcwtf MMkarr. N«P* I Wwswirt*, Mr. W. i. 

Wtftor Ukmm, Mil *«** Mm. 

Wni Hn. SSm. | I*m**m* >» ■»« !,*. 

Thfe Ayes being 75 and Noes being 157 the motion was lost. 

Mr. VPEAKSfi: We now oonje to amendments Nos. & and 14 
moved by Maulvi Bajibuddin Tarafdar. I understand that Mr. Tarafdar 
is going to withdraw these. 

The following motions were by leave of the House withdrawn: — 

Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar to move that in clause 2(a), in lines 
1 and 2, for the words “three thousand,* * the words “two 
i thousand and five hundred’* be substituted. 

Maulvi Rajfbuddin Tarafdar to move that in clause 2(5), in lines 
1 and 2, for the words “two thousand five hundred rupees,** 
the words “two thousand rupees’* be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The effect of amendment No. 5 is the killing of 
No. 15 and No. 10. That disposes of all the amendments. 

The motion that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 12th 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legiriative AMembljr aAbmbM 
under t}ie provisions of the Government of India, Act, 1935. 

$ * 1 

The^sembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 

the 12th August, 1937, at 4-46 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Hauuk, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 225 elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Secondary Board of Education. 


•47. Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon* bln Minister in charge 
of the Education Department lx» pleased to state the average annual 
cost of the additional administrative machinery that has been estimated 
to run the proposed Secondary Board of Education ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FazlUl Hutf): No estimate has vet been framed. 
The cost will obviously depend on the extent of the jurisdiction and 
functions of the proposed board. 

Maiflvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it in the contemplation of 
Government to establish such a Board? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The establishment of a 
Board has been definitely decided upon, there are two points of minor 
detail'which are now* being considered. 

A MuhamnM&itih Member: When will the estimates of cost be 
framed P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: # An estimate can only be 
framed, as I have said, when the extent of* the jurisdiction and func- 
tions of the Board havbbeen decided upon. , That might take some time. 
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180 QUESTIONS. \[|2th Ato., 

Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIH KHAN: When done the G^er^iaent expect 
to bring^n the necessary legislation for the establishment of a Board? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not quite sure but 
I shall try to introduce the Bill in the next session. 


Alleged canvassing during general Assembly election by employees of 

local bodies. 

*48. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(i) that the employees of the Union Boards, Local Boards and the 
District Board of Jessore took part in canvassing for candi- 
dates during the last General Election to the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly; and 

(it) that the employees did so under orders of the authorities of the 
District Board ? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action the Government contemplates 
to take in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi 8yed Nausher 
All): (a) ( i ) I happened to be the Chairman of the District Board of 

Jessore at the time of the last General Election to the Bengal Legis- 

lati ve Assembly and was also a candidate for election to the said 
Assembly from the Jessore-Sadar Muhammadan Constituency; and it 
came to my notice at that time that some employees of the District 
Board took part in canvassing for certain candidates. 

(it) No. 

(b) In view of the answer to ia) (it), this does not, strictly speaking, 

arise. In any event, however, there can be no question of any steps 

being taken by Government as they have always held the view that the 
employees of municipal and other local authorities are on a different 
footing from Government servants, and that in tie' absence of any 
general or special order by the local authority concerned, its employees 
have the rights of ordinary citizens. 

Mr. DiBENDRA LAL KHAN: What will be the position where 
the District Magistrate is the Chairman of the District Board P 



uifj QUESTIONS. m 

Vi» Hotw. Mr. SYEO NAU8HER ALI : The position will b» the 

• same as elsewhere. There will be no difference* 

♦ 

Of* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are the employees of District 
Boards and Municipalities required to follow the service rules of 
Govern m^it ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I think not. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : With reference to answer (/?)(»), 
what are the names of the candidates for whom employees of the District 
Boards took part in canvassing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: T can tell the Hon’ble 

Member at once that the employees canvassed for the whole lot of 
candidates from Jessore including the Hon’ble Member who has put 
this question except perhaps two gentlemen, viz., Mr. Kiran Chandra 
Sen and Khan Bahadur Asaduzzainan. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In view of the answer 

pi ven in (h), does that rule apply to employees of the Corporation of 
Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I have made it quite 

clear in the answer (b). If the Corporation authorities decide that the 
employees should not take part in canvassing, they will be bound not 
to take part, otherwise it will be open to them to canvass. 

% 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What action, if any, was taken 
in respect of officers of district boards, local boards, union Innirds who 
took part in canvassing? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, Order. That question does not arise in 
view of the answer already given by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is it in the contempla- 
tion o£ Government to issue Instructions to persons connected with 
district boards and if employees of district boards that they are not 
free to canvasser any candidate? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: No present intention. 

- Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If not, what are the 
reasons therefor P 


II 



102 QUESTIONS. [12th Ato., 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHEK ALI; The Jasons' 1 have 

already been given in the answer (6). 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Who were the Vicfc-Chairmen of the 
District Board of Jessore at that time? 

K 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALi: jjty mends over there, 
namely, Mr. Rasik La) Biswas and Maulvi Syed iibdur Rauf. 

Ballot voting in all locil bodies election. 

•40. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Rublic Health and Local Self-Government Department 
considering the desirability of introducing the system of ballot voting 
with symbol as introduced in the last election of the Bengal Legislature 
in all local bodrds and union boards elections? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Yes The matter 
is under consideration. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon hie Minister con- 
vinced of the desirability of introducing the ballot system of voting 
in all elections? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at is a question of pure opinion, Mr. Gupta. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: 1 s it not desirable to issue 
instructions to hold elections by Imllot at an early date, because several 
elections would take place very shortly. 9 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I have already stated 
that the matter is under consideration and I am afraid I cannot give 
$ny time-limit. 

Bengal Government Press and recruitment of section-holders. 

*50. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: {a) Will the .Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department^ be. pleased to state 
whether it is the practice in the Bengal Government Press to recruit 
temporary or permanent- section-holders from amongst the senior hands 
in the Composing Section? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the appointment of new 
hands from outside or from the apprentices to fill the posts of section- 
. holders causes more overhead charge than the appointment of senior 
hands in the Composing Section? n 
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^ If answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bla 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government propose to fill 
the posts of section-holders only by promotion from among the men in 
the Composing Section? If not, why not? 

( d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state— 

(t) tne number of section -hoi tiers in the Bengal Government Press ; 
(ii) the number appointed from the apprentices since 1920; and 
(i*nl the number appointed by promotion from expert hands in the 
Composing Section since that year? 


MINI8TER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HoiPble 

Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker): (o) 1 understand tluit section-holders ore 
generally appointed by selection from amongst the assistant section- 
holders, and that selection for the posts of assistant sectioif^oldesa is 
made both from senior hands in the Composing Kectioir^nd from 
apprentices. 

(h) 1 am informed that this is not the ease. 

(<*) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) 11. 

(ii) One, promoted from assistant section-holder. 

(ni) Ten, 2 direct from compositors, 2 direct from Linotype 
operators and 0 from assistant section-holders. 


Desecration of Hindu sacred plaoes and deities in Patma. 

•51. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYs (a) Will 

the Ilon’ble Minister in efrarge of the Home (Political) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the number of eases where Hindu sacred places and deities have 
been defiled bv the Muhammadans during the last six months 
in the district of Pabna ; and 

(ii) what action, if any, has been taken to arrest the culprit* and 
check the recurrence of such incidents? 

(h)m Is it a factr—^ 

( i ) that a gang of culprits had been arrested ; and 

(ii) That in ft le open court they confessed their guilt, and told the 

court that tCey did so out of fun?. 

(c) Is it a fact that the said culprits were let off by the Subdi vi- 
sional Officer of Serajganj with a simple warning and after taking n 
bond of Re. 100 only^o keep the peace for a year only? 
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(d) Has any appeal been instituted against the judgment of the 
said Subdivisions! Officer? 


MINISTER in charge of HOME (POLITICAL) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Na zimuddin): (a) Eleven cases of alleged 

desecration have been reported since February, 1937. All-i^ese cases 
were Investigated and in three of them ^charge sheets were submit- 
ted, the accused in these cases being Muhammadans. In the remaining 
cases the evidence forthcoming was not sufficient to bring the charge 
home to any person of any community. To prevent the recurrence of 
such incidents the local officers have secured the co-operation of the 
leading members of both communities and prompt action is taken to 
investigate every case reported. 

(b) and (c) A copy of the judgment in the case to which reference 
is made is laid on the table. The order of the trying Magistrate was 
passed with due regard to the fact that, the leading members of both 
communities in the locality came to an amicable settlement in the 
matter. 

(d) No. 


Judgment referred to in the ansii'er to clauses (b) (i), (n) and (c) of 
starred question .Vo. >51. 

Emperor vs. (1) Mnfizuddin Molla (2) Wazuddin Molla (3) Rahel Molla 
(4) Ashkar Molla (5) Jenat Molla ((>) Iman Molla u/s 295/380/109, 
I. P. 0., and (7) Kazem Pramanik u/s 201/295, 1. P. C. Shaha- 
zadpur P. 8. Case No. 0, dated 14-4-37, 


Judgment. 

Prosecution case is that on the night of 13-4-37, the first named 
G persons stole an unfinished and headless image of Goddess Kali from 
the temple of complainant Khadliu Charan Haidar of Bornia, P. S. 
Shahazadpur. The accused carried the image to a newly purchased 
house of one Khorshed of their village who is P. W. 2 in the case. 
The object of the accused as stated and confessed by them was to create 
a little fun by putting Khorshed and his family to* fright as they entered 
their new house. In the following morning eompldinrnt found that the 
image was missing from his temple and so h? reported the matter to 
others and went out in search. One lyalchand found that the image 
had been thrown on a ditch near Babulla Molla’s hcftise and so he 
informed the complainant who went to the ditch in question and found 
"the statement oorrect. Accxised No. 7, namely, Kacem Pramanik 
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happened tk be there and so complainant reported to him what had 
happened. Complainant then deputed Satish and Ganeeh to watch the 
image and himself proceeded to inform one doctor Guru Charan in 
Gala. Four telegrams were despatched to the address of O/C, Shaha- 
zadpur, &. D. 0., Serajganj, District Magistrate or S. P., Pabna, and 
one to Jalpaiguri. Complainant then again returned to the jjpot and 
was informed by Satish and Ganesh that Kazern Pramanik had* abused 
and driven them away hut that they had succeeded in bringing 'with 
them some clay with which the image had been made. 

Police reached the scene soon after and investigated the case. The 
first named 6 accused had in the meantime confessed their guilt before 
their own [trodhans as well as to the complainant that they had stolen 
the image with the object of creating a little fun in thfl village. 

One of these lwys made a confession before the Magistrate also. 
Police submitted charge sheets under section 295 380 y 109, I, P. C., 
against accused numbered 1 to ti and u/s 295/201, 1. P. C., against 
Kaisem Pramanik who is alleged to have tried to conceal the evidence of 
the crime with a view to screen the offenders. 

Trial of the case was taken up in the Court on 2(5-5 -.‘IT. The com- 
plainant concluded his examinat lon-m-clnef in the following words: 
“We have no communal t<‘ii-don of any kind in the Milage, fn fact 
we have compromised the case not out of any fear or threat held on 
by any one but because we firodlmns have settled up our affairs in our 
own way and do not want to ha\c un\ dispute." The jtrotHutvs and 
parents of the bo vs lune promised to inflict social punishment on the 
accused. Aftef P.W. 2 had been examined I was informed that all 
the accused wanted to plead guilty. So charges under sec. 295/426, 
f. I*. (\, were framed against tin* first named accused and under sec. 
295/201 , I. P. C., against Kajem Pramanik. The accused then was 
examined under sec. 042. I. P. C., and pleaded guilty to the charges 
against them. They also said that they would not cross-examine P.Ws. 
or adduce any defence. So the case was (dosed for judgment on the 
same date. Coming now to evidence two witnesses only have been 
examined in this case but why more witnesses have not been examined 
has already been mentioned before. The accused have pleaded guilty 
to the charges and so it is not .at all necessary to enter into tin merits 
of the # evidence. Thopprosecution case has been proved beyond doubt. 
The accused alleged that their intention in removing the image was 
nothing more flfton to create a joke in the village bv frightening 
Khorshed and others »• they entered in their new' house and this has 
been proved by Khorshed and also who said that he found the headless 
image in his flouth-faeing hut of the new house and it was he who threw 
the ditch. From this it may^be presumed that accused did not 
remove the image with the intention of insulting the religious feeling 
of the complainant 8r his community^ but there is nothing on record 
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to show that they did not have the knowledge that by Ae act of 
removing the image from the temple the accused would wounj} the 
feeling of Hindu community. As such I hold that the charge under 
section 295, I. P.C., has been fully proved against the acctlsed 1 to 6 
and I hold them guilty and convict them under sec. 295, I. P. C. 

The accused bodily removed an image from the temple * and this 
caused wrongful loss to the complainant though it did not cause any 
wrongful gain to the accused, so the charge under section 426, I.P.C., 
also has been satisfactorily proved against the accused and I hold them 
guilty under that section and also convict them. 

As regards Kazem Pramanik, the evidence of P. W. 1 and 2 persons 
that he attempted to destroy evidence of the offence under sec. 295, 
I.P.C., committed by Ihe first 6 accused and that his intention was to 
screen the offenders. He lias pleaded guilty to the charge and I hold 
him guilty and convict him under sec. 295/201, I.P.C. Coming now 
to the punishment that should be inflicted on tfye accused it is to be 
observed that the uccused though guilty oi an offence under section 
295/426, I.P.C., did not have that malicious intention of wounding 
the religious feelings of a sister community which is the chief factor 
on making the offence so grave. It is clear that the predominating 
element in the intention of the accused was otherwise, i.r., to create 
a little joke though they must be held responsible tor their knowledge 
that such an act would hurt the feeling of their Hindu neighbours. 

In the second place, the persons whose feelings have been hurt have 
compromised the case with the accused and are not anxious to continue 
the dispute that had arisen in the village which it appears has been 
free from any communal tension. In the tliF d place, the first 6 accused 
are all young boys none of whom appears to be above his teens. 

Under the circumstances, it would be very undesirable indeed to 
impose a sentence of imprisonment without giving the accused any 
opportunity to feel repented and re-establish by their future good 
behaviour that peace and tranquillity and that atmosphere of brotherly 
and neighbourly feeling that the Hindus and Muhammadans of Bornia 
village appear to have enjoyed all along till the commission of this 
regrettable and oondemnable mischief. 

% 

I trust that the action that I propose to takt? against the accused 
u/s 562, Cr. P. 0., will have its full and desired eff^afc. I order that 
the first 6 accused be released on their entering into a bond of Rs. 200 
each with two sureties of Rs. 100 each to keep the peace and be of 
good behaviour for a period of 12 months u/s 562, Cr. ^P. C., and to 
appear and receive sentence when called upon during this period u/s 
295, I. P. C. With regard to the sentence u/s 426, I. P, C., the accused 
are ordered to be released after being adnfunishtd. 



QUESTIONS. 


W 


r 

m#*J 


Accused Kazem Pramanik is not below 20 but in view of the circum- 
stances already discussed I order that Knzem Pramanik also be released 
on his entering into a bond of Its. 200 with two sureties of Rs. 100 
each to kefep the peace and be of good behaviour u/s 562, Cr. P, C., and 
appearand receive sentence before the Court u/s 295/201, I.P.C., when 
called upon to do so during next 6 months. 

Sd. S. M. Ishaque, 

S. D. 0. y Sera j gang. 

3-6-37. 


Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI : What'emlwivours were 

made to collect sufficient information in those cases in which charge 
sheets could, not b«» made? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Every endeavour has 
been made, Sir. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state the name of the Subdivisional Police Officer when the 
alleged desecration took place!" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: Was not the investigating 
officer a Hindu?' 

% 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In certain cases they 
were Hindu gentlemen. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWA8: (In Hengali.) What were the terms 
of those amicable settlements Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The judgment is there 
and it is stated therein as to what settlement was inadep 

Rai HARENQRJTNATH CHAUDHURI: What are the reports 
on which the HflfTble Minister satisfied himself that sufficient enquiry 
had been mader 

The Hon^rle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government asked the 
Commissioner of the Division to submit a report and from a perusal of 
that report I am satisfied that everjp effort # is being made in all cases 
to get at the person yho perpetrated the Jesgcration? 
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Mmiivi AZHAR ALI: Who wag the Assistant Superintendent of 
Police at that timeP 

Tin Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL SI8WA8: (In Bengali. ) Is it not a fact that the 
terms of settlement on the part of the Hindus were to forgive and forget 
and to withdraw the charges against the culprits? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN* The settlement was a 
mutual one, both sides having come to an agreement. Whatever the 
settlement was, was agreed to by both sides. 

r 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister lay on the table a copy of the report that has been received 
from the Commissioner of the Division? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is it a fact that from the 
circumstantial evidence of Mr. S. N. Ghose, Assistant Subdivisional 
Police Officer, it transpires that at the back of all these incidents a 
Hindu gentlemen was involved? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 would appeal to both sides of the House to 

kindly ref rain from putting more questions on the subject although I 
cannot stop any, which might further exacerbate the good feelings of 
both the communities. I appeal to you not to create a situation by 
which that good feeling will be disturbed. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS: (In Bengali.) Is it not a fact that 
when the Police Officer went to Bethkandi and when it was stated by 
a Muhammadan witness that the students of the Nukali School might 
have done so, the investigating officer took no notice of that? 

Th. Hon'ble Khwaja Sir'NAZIMUDDIN: mV £ state as a general 

propositiotf*Jhat the importance that has Wen given ^o* these incidents 
is not reflected in the tension between the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans. Oif that point the report of the Commissioner is definite and 
I would echo the appeal which has Wen made by you in thtB connection. 
At the present moment, the district is practically very quiet and there 
have been no recurrence of Juch “Incidents. I do not think, therefore, 
that any useful purpose #ould be served by raising these questions. 







qxtestioks. 


SHORT-NOTICE QUESTIONS. 


Hunger-strike in the Alipore Central Jail. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that ten political prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail have been on 
hunger-strike since August, 4th? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to give their names with their native districts? 

(c) Was any petition received by the non’ble Minister from those 
prisoners formulating their demands? If so, when? 

((f) Did the Hon’blc Minister make any attempt after the receipt 
of the petition to persuade them not to resort to hunger-strikeP 

(e) Did he move in the matter before the hunger-strike was resorted 
to with a view to avoid it ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister willing to accede to the demands of the 
strikers or to part of them for ending the strike? 

( k ) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state what are the 
demands? 

(/) What steps, if any, the Hon’ble Minister proposes to take to 
end the strike immediately? 

(j) Is the Hon’ble Minister willing to allow Mr. Sarnt Chandra 
Bose, Leader, Congress Assembly Party, and Maulvi Samsuddin Ahmed, 
Deputy Leader, Krishak-Praja Party, to see the prisoners with a view 
to influence them to give % up the strike P 

(k) Is the Ilon’ble Minister prepared to issue daily bulletins regard- 
ing the health of the strikers in order to relieve their relatives of the 
anxieties? 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: („) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

0 

((} whether sixteen political prisoners are on hunger-strike to-day 
in Alipoa^lail; ? 

(it) whethajj^l) Benny Choudhury (Burdwan), (2) Sltanath Dey 
(Faridpur), # (J) Ajitlal Majumdar (Faridpur), (4) Sudhir 
* Ghose (Howrah), (5) Kanan Goswami (Mfdnapore), (8) 
Debaprasad .Sen (Tipperah), (7) Bimal Chakravarty (Dacca), 
(8) Pabitra Roy (Khuln%), (9) Mqnoranjan Sen (Chittagong), 
(10) Syam Binod Paul (9acca)*r are on hunger-strike sinee 
4th Augitlt; 



170 


QUESTIONS. 


[12ra Axra., 


(Hi) whether (1) Bhagat Singh (Punjab), (2) Haridas Bhattacharya 
(Dacca), (3) Monomohan Chakra varty (Benares), (4) D^ben- 
dra Singha (Dacca), (5) Nagendra Modak (Mymensingb), 

(0) Bhola Mukherjee (Howrah) are on hunger-strike since 
8th August; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that the conditions of Kanap Goswami and 

Pabitra Roy are serious; 

(v) whether it is a fact that the demands of the strikers are — 

(1) release of all political prisoners and detenus uncondi- 

tionally, 

(2) abolition of penal settlement for political prisoners in the 

# Andamans, 

(3) uniform classification of all political prisoners not below 

ihc standard of Division IT, and 

(4) repeal of all repressive laws and ban on exiles, 


(vi) whether it is a fact that the political prisoners had sent several 

petitions to the jail authorities, His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal and the Hon’lde Chief Minister; 

(vii) whether it is a fact that nothing was done by the authorities 

to redress their grievances; 

(vii) what steps, if any, have been taken by the jail authorities, His 
Excellency the Governor and the Chief Minister; and 

(ur) the contents of the petitions to the authorities and telegrams 
to the Chief Minister : 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying the 
copies of the petitions and telegrams on the table? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: With your permission, 
Sir, J propose to answer Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta’s and Mr. Sibnath 
Bancrjce’s questions together. 

1 would like to take this opportunity to inform the House about the 
position in regard to the hunger-trike which is^ow proceeding' in the 
Alipore Central Jail. On the 4th of August, 36\terrorist convicts 
addressed a communication to the Chief Minister in^which they for- 
mulated what they called their minimum demands which were as 
follows : — 

(t) Declaration of a general amnesty to mean unconditional 
release of all State-prifoners, detenus, and of all convicted 
political prisoners- 
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(it) Withdrawal of all orders of internment bans on exiles, all 
such orders which restrict or prohibit the political institutes 
and workers thereof to carry on their normal business 
# and repeal of all repressive laws. 

(ttV) Framing of rules and regulations as part of the jail code for 
• the .treatment of the political prisoners in a single class, 
providing a standard not lower than the present Division II 
prisoners with the full facilities of intellectual requirements. 

(tv) Permanent abolition of Penal settlement of the system of 
deporting political prisoners at Andamans and consequently 
immediate repatriation of all the political prisoners in one 
jail. 

(v) Leper and Tuberculosis patients should l>e treated in the Leper 
Asylum and T. 11. hospitals outside. 

On the same day the\ addressed a communication to Ilis Excellency 
the Governor informing him that they would resort to a hunger- 
strike if His Excellency failed within six hours to comply with their 
demands. These communications were received in the Home Depart- 
ment on the 5th of August. On the previous day the following began 
a hunger-strike: — 

(1) Manoranjan Sen. 

(2) Pabitra Kumar Roy. 

(11) Shyain Renode Pal Chaudhury. 

(4) Sita Nath l)e. 

(5) Ajit Lai Majumdar. 

((>) Benoy Krishna GJiaudhury. 

(7) Sudhir Chandra Ghose. 

(8) Deb Prosad Sen Gupta. 

(9) Kaiian Behary Goswami. 

(10) llimalendu Chakrahurtty. 

They were joined on the Hth August by three others — 

(11) Mon Mohan Chakrahurtty. 

(12) Haridas Bhattacharje6. 

(13) Bhakat^rf^lT 

And on the 9th of August by four more— 

(14) Ran jit Roy Chaudhury. 

(15) Nagendra Nath Modak. 

* (16) Bbola Nath Mukherjee. 

(17) Debendra Nath Saha. 
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I have not been able to ascertain to what districts they belong. 

I regret to have to add that thirty-one detenus in the Presidency 
Jail have begun a hunger-strike in sympathy with the conyicts in the 
Andamans. 

Government are not prepared to consider any of the demands so 
long as the strike continues. 

If any member of the House wishes to see the prisoners in order to 
induce them to take their food, I should be very glad if he would see 
me and discuss the matter. I am not prepared to issue periodical 
bulletins regarding the health of the prisoners, but the officers of the 
Jail will communicate with the relatives of any prisoner whose health 
gives cause for anxiety. 1 understand that there is no cause for 
anxiety in any case 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : What exactly is meant by his 
reply that Government art 1 not prepared to consider any of the demands 
so long as the hunger-strike continues ? Does it mean that Govern- 
ment are prepared to go to the length of contemplating the death of 
each and every one of the hunger-strikers before any action is taken in 
the matter? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We hope that the 
hunger-strikers will give up the hunger-strike. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Does the Hon’ble Minister 
desire to convey to the House that they are proceeding on the hope 
that they will give up the strike aud that they have not yet contem- 
plated the possibility of their succumbing to the hunger-strike? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Might I submit that 
this is purely an argument. This question lias been recently discussed 
in the House aud the House has given its verdict on the policy of 
Government. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Is the G^rnment proceeding 
on the plea that because the House has given itsN^erdict he is pre- 
pared to contemplate the death of these hunger-striked rather than to 
concede to their demands? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot draw any conclusion 
Dom a decision of the House which* might in a manner impute a motive 
to such decision. 
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A member. Will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared to take any 
• means, if the prisoners continue the hunger-strike for more than ten 
days* to dissuade them from that path? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Our officers are trying 

their level best to persuade these men to give up the hunger-strike, 
and Government are prepared to give every facility to relations to 
come and persuade those men who are here to give up hunger-strike. 

' ««» 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of personal explana- 
tion. I was not suggesting any imputation to the decision of the 
House in any way. I was merely asking the Home Minister to state 
whether he has interpreted the decision of the House Jo mean that the 
House desires that even if these hunger-strikers succumb to the 
hunger-strike and die, Government need not do anything either way — 
either by their death or by voluntary abandonment. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Government be 
pleased to consider their cases favourably in case they give up the 
hunger-strike? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already enun- 
ciated the Government policy on this question on the occasion of the 
adjournment motion moved in this House. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Is it the policy of Government 
that even though the grievances may be just, simply because the 
prisoners are hunger-striking, they will not enquire into those 
grievances? % 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to state 

here that if there is any grievance which is not against the existing 
rules and regulations and which are not being followed, Government is 
prepared to go into that immediately and rectify it; but if it is a 
grievance which requires a change in the rules, Government are not 
prepared to go into it. 

Mr. KIRAN . S^RkAR ROY: Is the Hon’ble Home Minister 
prepared to vi^r the hunger-strikers himself and have a discussion 
with them about their^rievanoes ? 

The Hoit’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Chief Minister is 

contemplating to visit the hunger-strikers,* and I may also accompany 
him or may go separately, if I find that it would be useful. * 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill, 1937. 

A member: On a point of order, Sir. The Government of India 
Art- . 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have understood your point of order. If you 
will hold your patienc e for a little while, I think the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
Ruq will solve your point. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Before you take up the 
consideration of clause 3 of the Bill, may I, with your leave and the 
leave* of the House, make a statement regarding this clause which 
relates to the allowances to be given to the Ministers? The support 
that has been given by the members of this House who have so long 
been loyally supporting us has been extremely gratifying and we are 
always ready to abide not merely by the decision conveyed through 
voles in this House, but also h\ their opinion conveyed to us informally 
and unoliieinlh. We are convinced that although they are prepared 
to support the proposal contained in this clause should this matter be 
discussed and brought to a decision, they think it would be better if 
we did not claim to have this allowance. On our part we have 
decided out of deference to their wishes not to press for the allowance 
proposed in this clause. I will, therefore, request my hon’ble 
friend the Finance Minister not to press this clause. 

t. 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I beg leave to 
withdraw clauses 3 and 4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
permissible for the member in charge of the Bill to withdraw a part of the 
Bill? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is quite permissible to withdraw any particular 
section: lie did not move it at all. There is no*fcc.r. to his doing so. 
If you can point out how he cannot do it, I shall be ven^ glad. As I see 
it, this particular clause has been abandoned. 

Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA B08E: Will you give me jtermission to 
draw your attention to any rule which relates to withdrawals of Bills — 
i*ule 73 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders t 
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Ifr. SPEAKER: I quite see your point. That rule gives a specific 
power to a member in charge to withdraw the whole- Bill. I hope you 
wiB Igree with me that it does not necessarily connote that he cannot 
withdraw a part of the Bill. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I wish very much I could agree 
with you, but I‘am afraid it is contrary to Parliamentary practice. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point of information, Sir* 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has been pleased to state that he is 
dropping clauses 3 and 4 of the Bill. May I enquire what will be the 
position of Ministers in the future as regards drawing of travelling 
allowances? Is it the intention to forego travelling allowances 
altogether? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Travelling allow, 
ances are governed by the Fundamental Rules, if there is no provision 
under clause 3 (a), (b) and (r). 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Clause 3A is an absolutely 

new clause. Will it not be permissible to move any motion for the 
insertion of a new clause 3A with the leave of this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the question will not arise at all. Unless 
the question of allowance for motor cars is brought in, the wholo aspect 
of the Bill will be changed, because 1 will call upon Mr. Sarker to move 
a short-notice amendment to delete the words “and allowances M from 
the Preamble. Of course it is for the House to decide in what form it 
will stand. If those worth* are withdrawn, then your amendment will 
not be in order. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : On a point of order, Sir. Has 
not the Preamble been passed by the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May* I know what will be the 
result ^)f this withdraapl? Shall we not have an opportunity to vote on 
the Bill as a whcj^T 


Mr. SPEAKER: After the different clauses are passed, the Bill as 
amended will be placed before the House for the third reading. 


• The HonWe Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY I Sir, why do you attribute 
to him so much knowledge of constitutional matter? * 
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Mr* 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: I hope you will not mind the 
superciliousness on the part of Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Dr. Sanyal, do you seriously con- 
tend so? If you do, I will request Mr. Sarker to move a short-notice 
amendment to the effect that clauses 3 and 4 be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I beg to move that 
clauses 3 and 4 of the Bill be deleted.** 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is a technical objection and 
this cannot be done by the member in charge. 

Rai HAREnIjRA NATH CHAUDHURI : The Bill is in possession 
of the House and how can he withdraw a part of it without the leave of 
the House ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not putting an withdrawal motion. I am 
putting the short-notice amendment that clauses 3 and 4 be deleted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I beg to move 
that the words “and allowances” be deleted from the Preamble. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion that the IVeamble as amended stands part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’btt Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I beg to move 
that the Bill as settled in Assembly be passed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order? I 
beg to draw your attention to section 82 ( 3 ) of the Government of India 
Act which says “A Bill which if enacted and brought into operation 
would involve expenditure from the revenues of a province shall not be 
passed by a Chamber of the Legislature unless the Governor has 
recommended to that Chamber the consideration of the Bill”. We have 
not had so far any communication from the Governor informing us 
that he has recommended the passing of this Bil^ Will you, Sir/ kindly 
let us know what the position is in this respect ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad Dr. Sanyal has ~aised a very interesting 
point about the scope of section 82. I do not think this clause is 
covered by 82(3). If it was so, then your objection would have been 
pertinent. I consider that, it is governed by section 82 ( 1 ) and I hope 
Dr. Sanyal will remember that on the interpretation of section 82 (I) 
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depends the constitutional right of this House as to what measures oan 
* be brought here and what cannot be. If he considers that point, then 
I take it that the only interpretation possible is that any Bill or amend- 
ment which means the appropriation of public revenues in any 
character can only be taken in this House and cannot be introduced or 
moved except on the recommendation of the Governor. I would ask 
Dr. Sanyal to remember also the difference in language between 82 (1) 
(latter part) and 82 (.>). In the first part it says “shall not be intro- 
duced or moved except on the recommendation of the Governor” and 
82 (3) says “shall not be passed by a Chamber.” I may further draw 
attention to the difference between the first part and t he second part. 
In the first part it merely says “on the recommendation of the Governor” 
and the second part says that it must be recommended by the Governor 
to the Chamber. This difference in language must liave been deli- 
berately done. In the first part recommendation to the Chamber is not 
necessary, all that is necessary is the recommendation of the Governor. 

I hope you will also realise that Governor means executive government 
in this House. Under this section any Finance Bill which in England 
is called Money Bill may be brought in. So far as section 82(«3) is 
concerned it is not a Bill which means direct expenditure. It means 
thut any expenditure which comes as a necessary consequence of that. 
Were it otherwise, it will jeopardise the constitutional right of this 
House to deal only with matters of appropriation of revenues. So fai- 
ns this Bill goes, it is in the nature of an appropriation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I liuve very patiently heard 
your argument. . There is a considerable feeling of satisfaction on this 
side of the House when you say that you are prepared to do away with 
certain provisions of this iW't which might be interpreted as bringing 
in Ilis Excellency the Governor in certain matters of financial nature. 
We on this side of the House will be glad to have that interpretation 
from you and to have that maintained for future debate. I am afraid, 
however, Sir, that section 82 ( 1 ) specifically mentions in sub-sections 
(a), (b) and (c) three definite measures of financial nature. Section 82 
(1) (a) says something about imposition or increasing any tax; (h) 
stands for regulating the borrowing of money, of the giving of any 
guarantee by the Province, or for amending.the law with respect to any 
financial obligations; (cj stands*for declaring any expenditure to be 
expenditure chargedjfrthe revenues of the Province. These are very 
definite and specji^^natters which are covered by section 82(7) and the 
proviso that we find at the bottom refers only to these specific matters 
and nothing beyond that. I submit that beyond that if any Bill has to 
be taken up ^bich has its effect on the expenditure of the province, 
that is, which would involve expenditure from the revenues of the pro- 
viifce, it shall not be passed by the Chamber unless the Governor has, 
recommended to the Qhamber the consideration of the Bill. Here is 

18 
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the difficulty. If there were no specified items under section 82 (I), I 
would certainly most gladly accept the interpretation that you* were 
going to give. 

The Hoft’fole Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : May I point out for the 

benefit of all astute constitutional lawyers in this House that “Governor” 
does not refer to His Excellency the Governor as such, but refers to the 
Governor on the advice of his Ministers, namely, the Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 hope I will not be required at this stage to read 
out an elaborate note but if the House has got the time later on, I am 
prepared to read out a full note on the subject which I am drafting for 
the time being. But I have come definitely to the conclusion not only 
from a reading of the section of the Statute or the law which is used 
here, but also from the recommendation of the Joint Committee’s 
Report and the White Paper that these sections are based upon the 
principle which must be the foundation of any sound system of finance 
that no proposal for imposition of taxation or for the appropriation of 
public revenues or any proposal affecting or imposing upon a charge on 
the finances can be made without the leeommendation of the Governor, 
that is to say, it can only be made upon the responsibility of the 
executive Government. I hold definitely that section 82 ( 1 ) means 
something in the nature of appropriation of public revenues or what is 
called in England, Money Bill, which, by its direct implication, brings 
in financial expenditure. In that view I hold that this is under section 
82 (/) and 1 do it in full consciousness of the fact that it is my duty to 
vindicate the constitutional rights of this House. I h'old that this Bill 
comes under 82 (7) and it will be governed by the principle of Money 
Bill in England. So far as section 82 (2) is concerned, this question 
does not arise. 

Dr. NA4JNAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I take it then that you do not 
think it necessary for the recommendation of the Governor so far as 
this Bill is concerned? 


Mr. SPEAKER: T am trying to explain to you clause 82 (3) which 
means recommendation to the Chamber: 82 does not meati recom- 
mendation to the Chamber, it is on the recoin memft/ion of the executive 
Government. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When the Hop’ble Finance 
Minister first moved he did not say “on the recommendation of the 
Government.” It is for the Speaker to seo whether that requisite lias 
been done or not. - 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The House can come ifr only with regard to section 
82 ( 3 ), but the admissibility on the ground of the recommendation of the 
Governor under section 82 (1) is for the Speaker and the Speaker is 
exercising, his right. 

The Horfble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir. I have already 
moved that the*Bill ns settled in the Assembly be passed. 

The motion that the Bill as settled in the Assembly be passed was 
put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Presidents’ and Speakers 9 
Emoluments) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER:* Sir, 1 heg to 
introduce a Bill to fix the emoluments of the President and Deputy 
President of the Bengal Legislative Council and of the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill). 

I also beg to move that the said Bill he taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clavse 1. 

The motion that clause l stands part ot the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


C Itiusc 2 . 

Mr. Md. ABUL FAZL t I beg to move that in clause 2 (b), in line 
2, for the words “two thousand, ” the words “nine hundred” be 
substituted ; and 

In clause 2(a ) , in lines 2 and »L for the words “oire thousand and 
five hundred” the words “seven hundred and fifty” he substituted; 

In clause 2 (c), in line 2, for the words "two thousand”, the words 
"one thousand” be substituted; and 

In clause 2 (<T) y in line 2, for the words “three thousand,” the 

words “one thousand” be substituted. 

• 

Sir, the object ojfttie introduction of these amendments is that if 
these officers aerau^less salaries they can try to cut the salaries of other 
officers and then try to induce Imperial Service men to accept lower 
salaries. Bengal is a poor country. We must look to the millions of 
half-fed people whom we represent in this Assembly, and we should try 
so far as lies in our power to ameliorate their condition, and if these 
officers accept lower salaries we shall be able to do something for the 
poor by the money tjjus saved. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause ( a ) of 
clause 2, line 2, the words “one thousand” be omitted, and in sub- 
clause (b) of clause 2, line 2, for the words “two thousand/^ the 
words “five hundred” be substituted. 

Sir, I move these two motions for the simple reason that we feel 
that the salary of loth the President and the Speakej of the House 
should not be more than Its. 500, and that was also my view in the 
previous Bill. It is true, argument will come forward that in case of 
Ministers we could not succeed in getting our motions through in this 
House for Its. 500, the question will naturally arise why we insist on 
Rs. 500 to be the salary of' the President and the Speaker. It will be 
found that already the executive Government have fixed the salaries 
of these two persons who hold more exalted position than the Ministers 
and who are the custodian of the honour of this House and the Upper 
House at a lesser rate than the Ministers. As was pointed out by 
many speakers in course of that debate, the Ministers will not be 
amenable to reason. As they hold the power, they will exercise it to 
their highest limit and they seem to be very generous to-day by con- 
ceding not to draw house allowance or motor car allowance. Sir, that 
does not matter much in view of the fact that the salaries they have 
fixed are too much considering the circumstances of the people. As I 
have pointed out, the Ministers will not agree to accept any smaller 
salary and it has been proved beyond doubt that they have not come 
here to take up this administration from the point of service and 
sacrifice. But I do hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Speaker and the 
President who, as I have pointed out, hold more dignified position will 
make this sacrifice. With these few words 1 move these motions. 

The following motions were put and lost : — 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 2(a), in lines 2 and 3, for 
the words “one thousand and five hundred”, the words “seven hundred 
and fifty” he substituted. 

Mr. P. Banerji to move that in sub-clause (a) of clause 2, line 2, 
the words “one thousand” be omitted. 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 2(b ) , in line 2, for the 
words “two thousand,” the words “nine hundred” be substituted. 

Mr. P. Banerji to move that in sub-clause (b) of clause 2, line 2, 
for the words “two thousand”, the words ‘ 
stituted. 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 
words “two thousand,” the words “one thousand” be substituted. 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 2(d), in line 2, for the 
words “three thousand,” the words “one thousand” be substituted. 

The motion that clause 2 stands port of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


ifive hundred” be sub- 


2(c), in line 2, for the 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SAHYALs May I, Sir, rise on a point of 
order ? I have to draw your attention to section 65 (4) of the Govern* 
inent of India Act where the provision for the salaries of Speaker, 
Deputy Speaker and President are provided for. In that sub-section 
there is no provision made for allowances. The sub-section says — ^ 

“There shall be paid to the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly such salaries as may be respectively fixed by 
Act of the Provincial Legislature, and until provision in that behalf 
is so made, such salaries as the Governor may determine. ” 

Under the circumstances, I submit. Sir, that the motion for pay- 
ment of allowances would be out of order. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of tact it is not the function of the 
Speaker to hold in this case whether anything which is brought in any 
Bill is out of order. If it is out of order, then even though it is passed 
it will not have any validating effect, I hope that Dr. Sanvul will 
refrain from putting me in a very delicate position in having to give 
mv ruling on any point concerning t he Speaker. But I can say this 
much that the expression allowances j.s used only for the purpose, 
as I read it, of making it “charged” on the revenues dT the Province 
under section 4</i. The real intention of this legislation is that the 
salary and allowances, if an\ , should not be discussed year after year 
on the floor of the House. 1 read that as the real intention behind this 
provision. But as regards the met it of the question, I would request 
my friends to refrain from putting me in a difficult position. If sub- 
section (•/> is passed, l>oth the salaries and allowances will be a 
“charge” on tV revenues of the Province; and in that view it will 
not he a matter to he annually voted by the House. It is obviously 
for this reason that anything concerning the emoluments of the Speaker 
and I speak irrespective of personal considerations, should not ordinarily 
be discussed on the floor of the House. As T have said, I hope the 
House will not ask for any ruling on this matter which concerns the 
Speaker himself. 


Clause 


Bftbu RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Sir, 1 hog formally to move that 
suh-clauses {a) of clause d he omitted. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, I beg to move that 
sub-clause" (a) of clause d be omitted. • 


Sit, in view of the assurance given and the statement by the 
Jlon’ble Chief Minister with regard to thein allowances, I thought that 
a similar statement would be made frith regard to the house allowances 
of the Speaker and# the President. It i& a very delicate question in 
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view of the fact that the Ministers themselves have refused to take 
such allowances whatsoever. I hope therefore that the Chief Minister 
will rise up and make a similar statement withdrawing these allowances. 
With these words I move my amendment. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg to move that 

clause 3 (b) be omitted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I beg to submit that in my previous 
amendment regarding the Ministers’ allowances I wanted to introduce 
a new clause for supplying a motor car to each Minister. That provi- 
sion ha* been withdrawn by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. As that 
provision ^has been withdrawn, I move that no motor allowance be 
similarly given to the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble Speaker. It 
seems anomalous that, as the Ministers are not taking any motor car 
allowances, the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble Speaker can claim 
motor car allowance from public revenues. With these few' words I 
move my amendment. 


Clauses >3, 4 and d. 


8hort-notice Amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Sir, may I have 

your permission to move the following amendment on short-notice: — 
I beg to move that clauses 3 and b of the Bill he omitted, and that 
the words “and allowances” he omitted from clause 4v 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. P. Banerji, it siihplifies your motion. 

The motion that clauses 3 and 5 be omitted w r as put and agreed to. 

The motion that the words “and allowances” in clause 4 be omitted 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, -il beg to move that clause 4 be omitted. 

In doing so I must tell the House that we age not prepared to give 
a blank cheque — and I do not think it will be wisK/m the part of this 
House— to give away our power to the executive uovernment. The 
Government of India Act has made no provision in this respect and 
kept it open entirely to he decided by the members of this House year 
after year. The Hon’ble Minister has, in the Statement of Object and 
Reasons, pointed out that it is undesirable that the salaries should 
be liable to reduction as the result of the vote of this Council on the 
annual estimates of expenditure, if the legislature is not satisfied it 
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can express it by taking action under section 65 of the Government of 
India Act. Now, Sir I think such an occasion will never arise, as we 
know from past experience that it never did. If the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased, to look into the debates of the previous* years, he would find 
that the question arose year after year for reducing the salaries and 
allowances of Ministers, but there the question was never raised at 
any time about the salary drawn by the President or the Deputy 
President. That being the case, the argument put forward by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister does not seem to be tenable. I would 
therefore appeal to the members of the House to oonsider whether it is 
advisable to give up our power and to give it into the hands of the 
executive. 


The motion was put ami lost. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Mr. Sarker, will you now move that in the 
I ream hie the word salaries be substituted for the word ^emolu- 
ments, because allowances have now been taken away and what now 
remains is only the salary? 

1 have already put the question of the deletion of “allowances." 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RANJAN SARKER: I will move my 
amendment to tin* Preamble when clause 4 has been disposed of. 

I be motion that clause 4, as amended, stands part of tho Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in the Preamble the word “Emoluments" be replaced by the 
word “salaries." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion that the Preamble, as amended, stands part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill as settled in Assembly be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal L^felative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1987. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr, bnw.nl RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, f beg to intro- 

duee a Bill to fix the salaries and allowances of Members of the Bengal 
Legislative Chambers. . 

(The Secretary yien read the short title of the Bill.) 
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TIM Hon'N* Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to move . 
that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. 8peeker: I understand there are some amendments to clause 1. 

Bftbl*#REMHARI BARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
for clause 1(2) the following be substituted, namely, “(2) It shall be 
deemed to have come into force from the first day of April, 1937.’ * 

Sir, the object of this amendment is to give retrospective effect to 
the provisions of this Bill. The question may arise whether retro- 
spective effect can l>e given at all. In my opinion, there is no such 
bar. There is nothing in the (Government of India Act which prevents 
provincial legislatures to give retrospective effect to any enactments 
made by the provincial legislature. 

Sir, provincial autonomy came into existence on the first day of 
April of this year, and the Ministers took over the charge of Gov- 
ernment on that day. The members of the legislature were also elected 
before that day. The Ministers have been drawing their salaries, as 
determined bv His Kxcellency tin* Governor of Bengal, from the 1st 
day of April, 1937, on which date they took their oath ?>f office. If the 
Ministers are entitled to draw their salaries from the date of their 
taking oath, there is no reason why the 'members of the legislature 
should be given their salaries from a different date. 

Sir, I have another amendment, viz., amendment No. 14, by which 
I want to provide that memliers should get their salaries from the date 
of their taking oath. Sir, if this amendment is not accepted by the 
House, there may arise an anomaly in case my amendment No. 14 is 
accept ed by the House. But whether my amendment No. 14 is accepted 
by the House or not, there .is no reason why this retrospective effect 
should not be given to this enactment, which goes to provide salaries 
and allowances for members of the legislatureN^Jf my amendment 
No. 14 is accepted, the members will l>e entitled to^yet their salaried 
from the date of their taking the oath; but if, that amendment is not 
accepted, then there will be no barm caused in any way in giving 
retrospective effect to this enactment. % 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Babu Prem Hari Barma has moved the abort* 
notice amendment standing in his name, viz., that for clause 1 ( 2 ), the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

« 

“(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force from tho Unit day 
of April, 1937.” 

Maulvi Abul Hashim, Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, Maulvi Uazlur Rahman 
Mukhtear, and Khan Bahadur Jnlaluddin Ahmad have also given 
notices of amendments to the same effect, but those amendments do not 
arise at all after the amendment moved by Babu Prem Hnri Barma. 
If any one wants to speak on these amendments, he can ; or 1 may put 
Mr. Banna’s amendment straight to the vote. 

• 

The amendment of Babu Prem Flari Barma was put and agreed to. 

•<*. 

The motion that clause 1. as amended, stands part of the Bill, was 
put and agreed to. 


(1 <tuir 2. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA : T beg U> move that in 
clause 2, in line b, utter the words “the President,” the words “and 
Deputy President*’ he inserted; that in (dause 2, in line 5, the word 
“and” he omitted, and in line (i, after the word “Speaker,” the words 
“and Depul \ Speaker” l>e inserted; and that in clause 2, in line 6, 
after the worth “the said Assembly,” the following words lx> added, 
namely : — 

“Parliamentary Secretaries, Parliamentary Under-Secretaries and 
Parliamentary Private Secretaries, if any.” 

He sjx)ke in Bengali in suppnit of liis amendments. 


Mr. 8PEAKER; The effect of t lie three amendments will be that 
they will affect nc,t only the members but also the President, the 
Deputy President, the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, as well as Parlia- 
raentAy Secretaries, parliamentary Under-Secretaries, and Parliamen- 
tary Private Scenarios, it any. I think it will be convenient, there- 
fore, if I put ail^hese three amendments together. It is no use putting 
them separately. 

Mr.DfTlRENDRA NATH DATTA: I think, Sir, they should be 
j5ut separately, because, so far as. Parliamentary Secretaries, Parlia- 
mentary Under-ISecjretaries and Parliamentary Private Secretaries are 
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concerned, a difference will arise, for, so far as the Parliamentary Sec- 
retaries, etc., aie concerned, they will get their pay, and in addition 
to that they will getftheir emoluments as members, which the mover 
objects to. So a difficulty arises if you put them together*. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I understand your point. I think that it will 
satisfy the House if amendments Nos. 1 and 2 are put together, and 
amendment No. 3 separately. 

The following amendments were then put together and a division 
taken with the following result : — 

That in clause 2, in line 5, after the words “the President,” the 
words “and Deputy President 0 be inserted, and that in clause 2, in 
line 5, the word “and” be omitted, and in line 6, after the word 
“Speaker,’ the words “and Deputy Speaker” be inserted. 


AYES. 


AM Hi Asti, Manilla MS. 

AMil Natan, Khan Bahadur tyN. 

AMU Hakim, Maulvi. 

Akdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 

Akdul Jakkar, Maulvi. 

Akdul Jakkar Falwan, Mr. Md. 

AM vl Majid, Maulvi. 

Altai Wahad, Maulvi. 

Aku Hawaii) Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Akul Fatal, Mr. Md. 

Acharyya Ohauhdury. Maharaja Saahi Kant a, at 
Muktagacha, Mymantingh. 

Aftak All, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. lyad. 

Aiimuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. F. 

Banarjn, Mr. Framatha Nath. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. (Ukaatk. 

Baaarji, Mr. tatya Friya. 

Banarjw, Mr. Maaaranjaa. 

Baau, Mr. lantaak Kumar. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Bakinda Okaadra. 

Bltwat, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Bltwaa, Mr. lurandra Natk. 

Bata, Mr. karat Ohaadra. 

Ohakrakarty, Baku Naraadra Narayaa. 
Ohakravarty, Mr. Jatladra Natk. 

Ohattapadkyay, Baku Harlpada. 

Bkaadkurt, Bal Naraadra Natk. 

Ohippaadalt, Mr. J. W. 

Oat, Baku Mahlm Ohaadra. 

Dai, Baku Nadkaaatk. 

Oat Bapta, Baku KlAgaadra Natk. 

Oat kapta, Or. J. M. 

Oat ItfN, Mr. Naraadra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. DMraadra Natk. 

Oalul, Mr. Naraadra. 
datta, Mr. tukamar. 

Malta Bapta, Mtn Mka. 


Datta Maxamdar, Mr. Nlharaada. 

Cmdadul Hagut, Kazl. 

Faragui, Nawak Sir Makluddln, Kt., af Bataapar. 
Faxlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Show, Mr. Atul Krishna, 
fiiatuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gonttt, Mr. S. A. 

Gotwami, Mr. Tulti Ohandra. 

Gupta, Mr. Jagath Ohandra. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damkar kingk. 

Nafliaddia Ohovrdhury, Maulvi. 

Natan Ali Ohawdhury, Mr. tytd. 

Hlmatsinrka, Mr. Frakhudayal. 

Jalaluddia Hatkamy, Mr. Syad. 

Khaitaa, Mr. Dtki Fra tad. 

Khan, Mr. Otktadra Lail. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Ohandra. 

Kuadu, Mr. Niibltka Natk. 

Nafliaddia Ahmad, Or. 

Makiuddin Ohaadhary, Maulvi. 

Mahtah, Maharajkumar Uday Ohaad. 

Mahtakuddin Akmad, Kkaa Gakadar. 

Maiti, Mr. WUpJa Bakari. 

Maitra, Mr. turandra Makaa. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamapmva. 

Maauaadar, Mr^irandra Haiti. 

Maadal, Mr. JagaadfaNatk. 

Maairuddla Akfcaad^alvl. 

Maqkut Nataia, Mr. % ► 

Maakarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad. 

Muhammad Iklaklm, MaatvL 
Mukkarjaa. Mr. B. 

Mukkarji, Dr. tkarat Okaadra. 

Muttkk, Irijvt Atkataak. 

Fata, Mr. Barada Fraaaaaa. 

BaaNzaddla Akmad, Mr, 

Bay, Mr. Kamalkrtakaa. 

Bay, Mr. Kkaa kadrtar. 
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Ray, m. Iiniitki Bat ». 

R»y, RM lillivr Kihiml OllRlrL 
•ftnffj. Dr. Nallnaktha. 

URfii Mr. tm*ka Sakhar. 

IM, Baba Haganira Rath. 


In, Ral Bahaiar Jan* IlHiri 
IkiRivNii Ah aaB, Mr. M. 

Ihantal Hvia, Maalaaa. 

Sinks, Irijnt Maaiaira Bhaiaa. 

•nr, Mr. Haraaira Kamar. 

Tapariah, Ral Bahaiar Mnaagta LaN. 


NOE8. 


AMal Bari, Maatvi. 

AMal HaRx, Mr. Min 
AMal Hals Mia, Mr. 

AMal Hakaaia, Mr. 

AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal HamM Ihah, Maalvi. 

AMal Kalar, Mr. 

AMal Kariai. Mr. 

Ablal LaUf Bit was, Maalvi. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. lyai. 

AMal Wahah Khan, Mr. 

AMalla-al Mahmaai, Mr. 

AMar Rahman, Khan BahMar A. F. M. 

AMar Raabaaa, Maalvi Ml. 

AMar Rant, Khan tahih Maalvi I. 

AMar Raal, Mr. Ihah. 

AM at Shahaaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Abiiar Rata Ohawlhary, Khan Rahaiar. 

Ahal Hashlm, Maalvi. 

Ahal HMaln, Mr. AhmM. 

AMal Qaasam, Maalvi. 

Aftah H stain Jaariar, Maalvi. 

Ahmai All, Khan lahlh Maalaaa Inayatparl. 
Ahmai Haaala, Mr. 

Altaiaiiin Ahmai, Khan Bahaiar. 

Aminallah, Maalvi. 

Amir Ali. Mi. Mia. 

Armvtrani, Mr. W. L. 

AalM Haw ain Khan, ifaatvi. 

Ashar Ali, Maalvi. 

•aanarmaa, Mr. H. 0. 

Bar at Ali, Mr. Mi. 

Barma, Baba Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. PntpaJH. 

Barman, Baha thyama Prwai. 

Barman, Baha upaaira Hath. 

Blaaraa, Baha Lahahml Narayaa. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Craafali, Mr. L. M. 

Dm, Mr. Aaakal Chanira. 

Dm, Mr. Mtamahaa. 

Daw, Baha Dthaaira Rath. 

Bihar, Mr. Upvnpraasth. 

Parhai Raaa Chawihary, Mr. M. 

Parbat Btna Khaaam, Saf am. _ 

F axial Hag, tha Haa'hia Mr^ K. 

F axial Qaaiir, Khaa Bab mdT Maalvi. 

Faxiar Rahmaa, Mr. * ' 

Pargaaaa, Mr. R. H. 

Bamawtar, Mr* E. 0. * 

•laaaBMa Ahmai Chaaibary, Mr. 

Milan tamrar Hagpial, Mr. Ihah fyai. 

Mrtfftths, Mr. C. 

Hpi$HsBab/thn Han'Ma Naarah Bahaiar K., at 
Dana. 

MaaMaBMa Ahmai, Khaa BahM. 

H a a aaasaa naa, Maatvi Mi. § 


Hathsm Ali Khan, Khaa Bahaiar. 

Hatiaa Marshal, Mrs. 

HatvmaHy Jam alar, Khaa lahlh. 

Haywaai, Mr. Ragan, 
liria Ahmai Mia, Mr. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jasimaiiin Ahmai, Mr. 

Kabiruiiin Khaa, Khanaiahlh. 

Kuan Ali Mirza, lahihxaia Kawaa iah lyai. 
MaeLaachlan, Mr. 0. 1. 

Magvira, Mr. L. T. 

Manial, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Manial, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

Manial, Mr. Birat Chanira. 

Manial, Mr. Jagat Chanira. 

Manial, Mr. Krishna Frasai. 

Masai Ali Khan Panai, Maalvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Matlsm Ali Mallah, Maalvi. 

Mazammal Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Mahammal Atiai, Khan lahlh Maalvi lyai. 
Mahammal Ali, Khan Bahaiar. 

Mahammal Ishagaa, Maalvi. 

Mahammal laraU, Maalvi. 

Mahammal IMiigaa, Mr. lyai. 

Mahammal laiaiman, Mr. 

Malliek, (ha Man ila Mr. Makaala Babary. 

Matlisk, Mr. Palin Bahary. 

Matharraf Haaaain, tha Han’Ma Naarah, Khaa 
Bahaiar. 

Mastagmwal Hagaa, Mr. lyai. 

Naaly, tha Han’Ma Maharaja Ida Obaaira, at 
Kasim bazar. 

Nwarallah, Nawabzaia K. 

Naashar Ali. tha Han’Ma Maalvi lyai. 

Nazimaiiin, tha Han'Ma Khwaja Hr K.C.I.S. 
Rimma, Mr. T B. 

Naarallia, Mr. K. 

Pattan, Mr. W. 0. 

Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tha Han'hla Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Rajibaiiia Taratiar, Maalvi. 

Razaar Rahmaa Khaa, Mr. 

Raw, Mr. i. B. 

Ray, tha Han'Ma Hr Bijay Praaai Singh, KL 
Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 

•aiamiiia Ahmai, Mr. 

lalraiHn Ahmai, HaJL 

Salim, Mr. I. A. 

tartar, Baha Maibaaaian. 

tartar, tha Han'Ma Mr. N«u4 Ranjaa. 

Sarajai Islam, Mr. 
lahahaiiia, Mr. KbvaJa U.I. 

Ibahtigji, Mr. 

Magha, Baba Kshatra Rath. 

•vbrawariy, tba Han'Ma Mr. H. I, 

TanNxaiiia Khaa, Maatvi. 
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ffcaksr, Mr. PruMrtka 

T«M AkM< OkHOim, Mtahri H«JI. 

W altar It ah Man, Maalvi. 

W mU Mrs. Ell#*. 


YnwI Mina. 

Ymt AH OkiHkiry, Mr. 
Zahar A bn#* Cb##4b*ry, Mr. 


The Ayes being 91 and Noes 118, the motions were lost. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Government is- 
prepared to accept amendment No. 3. 

The motion wat put and agreed to. 

The 8PEAKER: The position, therefore, is that in this Bill a 
“Member” means a Member either of the Bengal Legislative Council 
or of the Assembly other than the Governor’s Council of Ministers, the 
President, the speaker and Parliamentary Secretaries, Parliamentary 
Tender-Secretaries and Parliamentary Private Secretaies, if any. 

The motion that clause 2, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 


Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: I beg to move that clause 
8 be omitted. 

Ho spoke in Bengali. 


(Adjournment .) 

The House was then adjourned tor 15 minutes. 


(After adjournment .) 

A member from the left: On a {x>int of order, Sir. Section 72 of 
the Government of India Act provides for the fixing of the salary and 
allowances of the members of the Legislature. The provision is man- 
datory and so the amendment moved by Babu Manindra Bhusan Sinha 
is perfectly out of order. Section 72 of the Government of India Act 
reads: “Members of Provincial Legislative Assemblies and Legislative 
Councils shall be entitled U\ receive such salaries and allowances as 
may from time to time be determined by Act of the Provincial* Legis- 
lature.” So the amendment is perfectly out of ^jrder. 

\ , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that this amendment is out of order. 
If it was so, tl would have ruled it out and for the very simple reason 
that when a Legislature has the power to pass an Act: It has the 
inherent power not to pass an Act and that being so it is perfectly 
within the scope of the House to decide to give the salary or not *to 
give it. Therefore I think the point of order do^s not arise. 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


189 


19&1 


(Babu Manindra Bhusan Sinha continued speaking in Bengali and 
% ^when he was appealing to the members as Hindus, Muhammadans and 
Christians.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I would appeal to Mr. Sinha not 
to bring in either Hindu nr Muhammadan question when he refers to a 
member. It has already turned the debate to a j>oint to which it has 
been difficult to put a stop and it would have been better if the debate 
would have taken another turn. I again appeal to the members of the 
House that in referring to the member only to do so as member without 
the complexion of race, colour or creed. 


The next amendment stands in the name of Babu Premium Barma. 
I find that this amendment is absolutely unnecessary. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, I beg to state that, since I sent 
notice of the amendment certain facts have come to my knowledge. 
In the light of those facts I do not propose to waste either my time or 
the time of the House 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you are not going to move your amendment, 
I do not think it is necessary for you to make a statement. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause d, in line 2 , tor the words “one hundred and twenty-five 
rupees,” the whrds “two hundred and fifty rupees” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment at the very start I would like to 
make it absolutely clear that I am at one with my friend, Manindra 
Babu, who has moved for the total deletion of this clause. Sir, I not 
only declare but proclaim on the floor of this House that if it is the 
intention of this House not to accept any pay, I do not propose to take 
a farthing as a member of this House. I propose to make it clear that 
if we are to accept any salary, certainly we must accept a descent 
salary. Even a clerk in the Calcutta Corporation office gets a pay of 
Rs. 45 — 150, I must say, if I am permitted to do so, that all of us, 
barring the Secretary, Assistant Secretary and the Reporters, are all 
equal as members of tUe legislature. It is only by a pure and simple 
accident that some of us have beoome Ministers (laughter); and some 
have not. But Sir, with regard to status, position and respectability 
as members there is nb difference at all. Individually «there may be 
some differences as between Ministers and members and between mem- 
bers and members. In intellectual ability and in physical strength 
there may be some difference. I dg not understand bow far it is fair, 
how far it is justifiable to propose a pay of Rs. 125 for members of this 
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House when the Chief Minister will get Rs. 3,000 end the other 
Ministers Rs. 2,500. It is neither fair nor desirable to propose to pay 
the members Rs. 125. There are some people possessing far greater 
intellectual capability ihan some of the Ministers but they are not 
Ministers. 

Sir, my friend over there on the Congress bench has said and very 
clearly said that he does not want money for serving the country as a 
member of this House. 

(Here the speaker wanted to speak in Bengali and uttered a few 
words.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order, Mr. Hashemy you cannot address 
the House in Bengali. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : I submit, Sir, that I can 
speak very fluently in Bengali. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order, you must accept my decision. I 
know you can speak in English very well. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My friend said that there 
is no connection between money and efficiency. It is undoubtedly a 
fact but there is connection between money and Ministership; there is 
connection between money and membership of this House. Can any 
of my friends deny that they have not spent a large amount of money 
U) be returned as members of this House (Laughter) ? If I take Rs. 250 
as salaries and if I can spend a part of it in improving the condition 
of my constituents — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, I would ask you to leave those 
tales aside as far bb possible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, I have been an 
extremist and shall always remain an extremist;, I know of no middle 
course. I ask my friends on the left to pause and consider for a 
moment*fcow they can accept a salary so low (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Stjhrawardy : Unbecoming ’also.) — my friend Mr. Suhrawardy says 
unbecoming — really, Sir, it is unbecoming. £o, they should either 
accept my amendment or do away with the salary ifSioto; or as has been 
done in the Punjab we can agree to a halting allowancb of Rs. 20 per 
diem and a conveyance allowance of Rs. 2$ pec day. That would be 
more dignifiedv (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyai.: That would, also, save 
you from income-tax.) My friend, Dr. Sanyal, tells me 1 that it will 
aka save us from income-tax. I have considered this matter and haae 
considered it seriously as to why* it is that under the circumstances 
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tb« Hon’ble the Finance Minister has suggested Rs, 126 only as 
emoluments for members of the legislature. Can it be that he considers 
th*t *the status of members of the legislature is not such that they 
should not*be given a pay more than Rs. 125 per month? Or can it be 
that he considers that we should accept this salary of Rs. 126 per 
mensem with satisfaction? Or can it be that by adding Rs. 26 more with 
his consent to *what has already been proposed we shall be satisfied? 
I say, Sir, and would suggest with your permission that let us at least 
on this occasion only — we have differed on many occasions — but at least 
on this particular occasion let us unite and vote unitedly for this 
amendment. (Loud cheers.) Sir, I was very glad when I found that 
Mr. Chippendale also gave notice of a similar amendment, but to my 
utter surprise I find he has fallen bock. Can it be that he does not 
propose to give us even the minimum salary that can be accepted by 
any self-respecting member of the two Chambers? What may be the 
earthly reason for Mr. Chippendale withdrawing? And I also appre- 
hend that he may not perhaps be voting with me ! I think Sir, it would 
be better for us as members of this House to refuse the salary suggested 
by my friend Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha. I know him 
personally: he is really an ideal man, but we cannot, accept the low 
amount suggested by him. I can assure you that before I came here 
and was sworn in as a member of this House, I had no knowledge of 
the existence of section 72 of the Government of India Act. Therefore, 
I was surprised to lejg^n from my friends that 1 would get a salary. 
But, Sir, 1 had no idea of getting or accepting any salary as a member 
of the legislature. What is the position in America and other places P 
My friend, Mr. Synmuprasad Mookerjee, will perhaps be good enough 
to enlighten us* about the conditions in England, where, in recant times, 
particularly, the salary of a member of the House of Commons has 
been increased from £‘4fff) to £600 per annum. Why should my 
European friends grudge us if we get Us. 250 per month? Sir, follow- 
ing the precedent of the British Parliament, I hope — and very strongly 
hope — that my European friends will vote for my motion, which is 
indeed very moderate. Sir, we are here as members of the legislature, 
and I am serious in moving this amendment. I think, Sir, there are 
no alternatives left but to accept Rs. 250 or not to accept any salary 
at all. I appeal to my friends through you, Sir, to consider tlufr matter 
seriously, and decide on their pourse of aAion accordingly. With these 
few words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

0 

Maulvi ABbUL HASHIM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 0, in 
line 2, for the words, »“one hundred and twenty-five’’ the words “one 
hundred and fifty” be substituted. 

Sir, I did not desire to make any speech to-day but after the very 
Brilliant speech delivered by my .Congredh friend Sreejut Manindra* 

Bhusan Sinha I think it is my duty to explain my position as to why 

* 
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I am moving my amendment. If a member is to be judged by the pay 
he gets, then surely a member who takes no salary is better than the 
one who is unwilling to work without a salary. Sir, members of this 
House and of the Upper House used to get a daily allowance of Rs. 10 
during their stay in Calcutta in connection with the discharge of their 
duties as members of the legislature. Before us here to-day is a Gov- 
ernment Bill and many amendments have been tabled 4 to some of its 
provisions. They propose to pay to the members of this legislature a 
salary in addition to what they used to get as allowances. The net 
result of my amendment, if accepted, will be that members of this 
legislature, that is, members of both Houses will get a salary of Rs. 150 
per month in addition to what they are getting as allowances, now. 
By rough calculation this would mean an additional expenditure of 
5 lakhs and 50 thousand. Now, Sir, this House must answer before 
they decide what to do with this amendment, one question, namely, 
whether the expenditure of so much money for the members of both 
the Houses will be beneficial to the poor tax-payers of Bengal. How- 
ever, much a member may be justified in demanding a salary in consi- 
deration of the sacrifice that lie lias to make in connection with his 
duties here, if this House answers the question in the negative, I do not 
think this IIouBe can then sanction this money. I do not move this 
amendment because I think that members are entitled to get a com- 
pensation for their personal inconveniences and sacrifices, but I do 
sincerely believe that it will be to the interest of the people if members 
of this Assembly and of the Council are given the salary that I propose 
in my amendment. Sir, there was a time when occupying a seat in the 
legislature was the monopoly of the rich. On one occasion while con- 
ducting a mortgage suit in the civil court in Burdwan otfe of my lawyer 
friends referring to the defendant who was a Muhammadan remarked 
that the Muhammadans of Bengal were a nation of borrowers. Sir, 
there was a time when occupying a seat in the legislature was the 
monopoly of rich money-lenders and zamindars. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot characterise the 
menadters who function under the legislature in this way. You cannot 
make any reflection on the House. 

M«ulvi ABDUL HASHIMl: I was not going to make any reflec* 
tion on the legislature or on its members, but I >apjust going to show 
that salary-taking will be quite justified in view of rich men who 
constituted — 

Mr. SPEAKER If you had saicl that most of the members were 
of this class and of ihat class, you would have been in order but when 
you say that that was the erfaipositi^n of the entire House, that is where 
you come to make an objectionable Matement. 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


m 


Mttrtvi ABDUL NAIHIM: All right, Sir. Now things have 
changed, and even a poor man like myself finds himself occupying a 
seal tn this magnificent building. Sir, an economic war has already 
been starts with the poor, I mean with the exploiters on the one side 
and |he exploited on the other. In this economic struggle poor people 
cann#t win unless an absolute majority of the seats in this Assembly 
be occupied by. their true and efficient representatives. I will with 
your permission take an example from my own district. The Maharaj 
Eumar of Burdwan, the eldest son and heir of the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan, one of the richest zemindars in India, has come 
here after giving a crushing defeat to a poor Congress nominee who I 
believe is one of those who are entitled to style themselves as real and 
true servants of the people. Sir, however much we may talk philosophy, 
money iB a great and a very powerful weapon. If the # Maharaj Kumar 
in this Assembly works for his constituency, I would admire him as 
a hero but if he safeguards the interests of his own class as against the 
interests of his constituency, I will not he surprised. If from the 
heights of imagination we come down to hard realities, we come to this 
that the poor tax-payers cannot send their true and efficient repre- 
sentatives and cannot keep them here care free and independent unless 
they pay them just that much money that is absolutely necessary to 
continue their existence and among other things sufficient to enable 
them to fight elections after every five years. (A member: what, 
accumulation of money out of this salary?) Sir, the Congress party 
here as well as my friends of the opposition characterise the present 
ministry as a ministry of Knights, Xawabs, Rajas and Maharajas. But, 
Sir, if members of this legislature be made to work without any salary 
or even with insufficient salaries, I am afraid that in no time the entire 
Assembly and the Council will come to be composed of Knights, Nawabs, 
Rajas and Maharajas, whi<#h I believe will be disastrous to Bengal; I 
mean to the poor people of Bengal. We should not only take into 
consideration what we actually do or what we have to suffer by our 
work here in the Assembly, hut we should also take into serious consi- 
deration what we do inside the House and also what we do outside the 
House — at any rate what we ought to do outside the House to ameliorate 
the condition of our people. 

Sir, we should uot only take into consideration what we actually do 
and what we have to suffer financially on 'account of our work here in 
this Assembly, but it will also have to be considered what we do inside 
and outside this Hffuse and what we ought to do outside the House to 
ameliorate the condition of nur people. Now, Sir, I further submit 
that if a member of this Assembly is to faithfully discharge his duties 
both inside and outside the Assembly as a representative of the people 
of Bengal, h*e will not have spare time for earning a private income. 
On the other hand, if a gentleman js to took to his private earning, 
he would have scarcely afcy spare time to look after the interest# of his* 
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constituency. In this view of the matter I believe that the best interests 
of the poor and starving millions of Bengal will be served not by not 
spending Rs. 5 lakhs but by spending it wisely and carefully. I know, 
Sir, I have lost a very nice chance of getting press applausp owing to 
my inability to support what my learned friend on the other side of 
the House Sri jut Manindra Bhusan Sinha has said. I do not support 
my honourable friend Mr. Hashemy’s proposal because in considera- 
tion of the revenues of Bengal I think that we should set an example 
that charity begins at home. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: 1 beg to move that in clause 3, in 
the last line, after the words “per mensem” the words “with effect 
from the date on which he takes his oath” be added. 

Mr. M. 8AM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, after we have passed' clause 
1 can he move it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I read the Bill, the clause will run thus: 
“There shall be paid to each member a salary at the rate of such and 
such per mensem with effect from the date on which he takes his 
oath.” So far as this Act is concerned it will take effect from 1st 
April 1937 and will have a place in the Statute Book and by the law 
of interpretation it is reasonable to hold that a member who cannot 
take his oath on that date, will not get his allowance for the previous 
period although he is a member as soon as the election is over. The 
introduction of these few words will have tin* effect that a member 
will get Ins allowance from the date on which he takes his oath. 
Otherwise there will be an inconsistent position as tft the date from 
which a member is to draw his allowance. This amendment is only 
intended to make that clear. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: The motive of my amendment is 
very clear. Otherwise difficulty will arise as to the date from which 
a member will get his salary, as it may be said that he will get his 
salary from the date on which this Act comes into force. In order 
to make that point clear, I have suggested in my amendment that the 
salary should be drawn from the date on which a member takes his 
oath. A further question niises as regards drawing this salary from 
a back date. We find from section 72 that ‘‘members of the provin- 
cial legislature shall be entitled to receive such salaries and allowances 
as may from time to time be determined by Acts of the provincial 
Legislature and until provision in this respect is so made they shall 
be entitled to draw allowances at %uch rates, etc.” The first part 
speaks of salary and allowances and the second part does not speak 
of salary. There is no provision that a member should get his allow- 
ance from back date but under Iht first part of the section he is 
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ifttitled to get Bis salary from the date on which he takes his oath. 
With these few words I move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 


• 

The Hobble Mr. H. 8 . 8UHRAWARDY : I desire to support the 
amendment, if I may, moved by Maulvi Abul Hashim, because I 
admire the spirit of sincerity and truth which has actuated him to 
move this amendment before the House. It is a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for members of this House to come forward and plead the 
cause of the poor distressed people outside and thereafter at the time 
of the next election to claim a certain amount of credit for self- 
sacrifice. At that time ii will not he demanded as to bow much that 
particular member has drawn as his salary or as allowance. What 
will be presented |K>ssibl 4 \ before the voters is the motion which was 
moved in the House and the manner in which it was moved. Maulvi 
Abul Hashim therefore at the time of the next election may be con- 
fronted with the speech of a member who claimed that if he happened 
to be returned he would never claim either salary or allowances. 
For this reason I do admire the spirit of truth which has moved him 
and the sincerity with which he has appealed to this House to grant 
to the members of the Assembly and of t he Council u salary of Rs. 150. 
T’ndt ‘1 the present conditions there can be little doubt that the mem- 
bers of the Assembh who will be called upon to work 


Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : On a point of order, 
Sir. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has introduced a Hill and in 
that Bill he suggested a salary of Its. HJo to the members. Now, as 
all the Ministers have joint responsibilty, can another Minister support 
the amendment of a private member* Is he justified in supporting 
the amendment of Maulvi Abul Hashim Y 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, I might sa> , whether there is a joint 
responsibility or separate responsibility it is not my concern. It is for 
the ministry to say as to how they should w'ork. I think it is quite open 
to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawurdy to move an amendment and it is quite 
open to the Hon’ble Mr. N. It. barker to take bis course of action. 

Tht HofTblt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I think I am 
entitled to give inP'views. 

In the present juncture when the members will have to attend 
day after day possibly* for months together to discuss apd decide the 
fate of the province, it is only legitimate that they should be paid a 
certain amo&nt of allowance for the sacrifice which this will entail. 
When I do hear whenever a case of ^expenditure is considered that if 
this expenditure was saved it Ibould be spent upon the poor and 
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miserable people of Bengal I am reminded of the case of the rich man 
who whenever he saw an object to which he could subscribe always 
said he intended to subscribe to something wortheir and in the end 
he subscribed to nothing at all. I do not think that the money that 
will be saved would be spent positively either on this particular head 
or the other particular head and every case will have to be considered 
on its own merits and not judged by the question as to whether this 
money if saved might be spent on such and such object. My opinion 
is therefore that the members are most definitely entitled to a certain 
amount of remuneration. Now, why has a sum of Rs. 150 (and not 
a larger or smaller amount) been fixed has been pertinently asked by 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. He, of course, has avoided the issue 
by laying the blame on the House for the passage of any particular 
allowance. He would not take the money if it is not passed by the 
House and would take it if it is passed by the House (Voice: May be 
a matter of option). I shall be greatly intrigued* if some were to 
exercise their option : it is perfectly true nobody can force one to take 
his allowance. 

The only thing that strikes me is this : Reforms means a larger 
amount of expense to the country and when one demanded the Reforms 
one knew perfectly well that they would mean a larger expense than 
when the Reforms were not here. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy vou can continue your speech 
to-morrow. I must now adjourn the House. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 13th 
August, 1 9-17 , at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1938. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 13th August, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizrr. Haquk, c.i.it*) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 229 elected member*. 

• 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: The other day in connection 
with the interjuretation of section S2 of the Government of India Act 
when \ou gave \our ruling um were ]»leased to say that you would 
give your leasons for the ruling later on. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not think it will be imssible for me to do 
so to-day, but some time next week 1 propose to do so. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Construction of the proposed Tangi-Tsngail Railway lint. 

•82. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) the steps, if any, taken by Government for the construction 
of the proposed Tangi-Tangail Railway line; and 
(it) whether there is any likelihood of the construction of the 
projKwed line being taken Uf% in the near future? 

• 

MINISTER $ oharga of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’lrio Maharaja Srit Chandra Nandy, of Kaaim> 
bazar): (i) Government apjK>inted a (Committee in 1934 # to investigate 
the problems of public health, sanitation, drainage and waterways in 
connection with the construction of the Railway line. The Committee's 
report is still awaited. ^ • 

(ii) Nothing can be stated /definitely. 

# • 
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Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: What is the length of the line 
and also the personnel of the CojntnitteeP . 

The Hon’We Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kraimbazar: 

I would require notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN! May I know whether any private 
company has offered a tender to make the railway? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Mf. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Has the (\nnnnttee been taking a 
keen interest in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 exj>ect ho. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: When will the rejxjrt be available? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasiibbazar: 

I understand that the Committee hud apjKnnted a sub-committee and 
this sub-committee iH making an inspection of the route along which 
the promised railway line will l>c constructed; so it is very difficult 
to give an idea about the time when they would submit their report. 
1 have every hojie that they would submit their report by the end of 
the next cold weather. 


AdditionaJ expenditure involved on account of the introduction of now 

Constitution. 

*53. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to r state the amounts 
of additional expenditure in this province involved under different 
accounts as u direct result of the introduction of the reformed consti- 
tution, and showing the heads of such expenditure? 

MINISTER in oharga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'bfo 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker): A statement is laid on the table. 



referred to in the answer to starred question No. S3 of additional expenditure involved on account 

of new Constitution. 
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(o) Hitherto borne by the Central Government. 
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•Non -recurring. 

(a) Hitherto borne by the Central Gov< 
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Mni NACENORA NATH SEN: What has been dotw witli the 
linotype machines for printing electoral rolls against which Rs. 1,89,000 
is shown. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAHJAN 8ARKER: It has already 

been purchased* for the purjxise ot priuting forms, etc., in connection 
with the election. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is no additional expenditure on 
account of the Ministers and their staff contemplated? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: %>. 

Bebu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: U n<» additional expenditure ou 
account of the salary of the memliers of the 1’iovincial Legislature 
contemplated Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : The salary of 
Mem tiers which will be passed here is not < ontemplated. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: How many seats have 
been provided in the Council Chamber for Rs. fiO.OOO? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I want notice. 


Non-acknowledgment of letter and telegrams addreesed to the Depart- 
ment of Co-operative Societies by the Co-operative Central Banks. 

*54. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) h the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department aware — 

• 

(i) that urgei^ lexers and telegrams from Co-operative Central 
Banjos addressed to the Department of ( *o-operHtive Hocie- 
ties remain unanswered creating disadvantages in the 
•working of fhe banks; 

(«) that, no reply was received by the Secretary- ot the Berhampoie 
Central Co-operative Bank to his letter with respect to the 
distribution of dividends, from tW Assistant Registrar tilj 
the 7th July*; and 



QUESTIONS. 


[13th Atjg., 
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{Hi) that reminders were sent by letters on the 27th and the 28th 
June, 3rd July and by telegrams on the 1st and the 6th July 
last? 

(b) Do Government contemplate taking any action with a view to 
remedying the state of affairs? 

MINISTER in oharge of GO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliok): (a) (?) I am not aware of such instances. 

( ii ) The letter from the Secretary of the Berhampore Central Co- 
operative Bank applying for the distribution of dividend was received 
by the Assistant Registrar, Presidency Division, on the 14th June, 
1937, and his order thereon refusing payment of dividend was com- 
municated to the Bank on the 26th dune, 1937. 

( iii ) The reminders and the wire were representations to the 
Assistant Registrar for reconsideration of his decision referred to above. 
The Assistant Registrar’s final decision was communicated w r ith his 
letter No. 6902 P., dated the 6th July, 1937. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

River Nabaganga. 

*55. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation! Department 
aware that the river Nabaganga in the district of Jessore is being silted 
up? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate urging u|xm the district authorities to make an enquiry 
into the matter in consultation with the Engineer of the District Board 
of Jessore to find out ways and means with a view to stop further silt- 
ing up of the said river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasintazar: 

(a) Since the opening of the Ghuznavi Cut in 1934, the discharge in the 
river lias been increased and no appreciable increase in siltation has 
taken place. , 

(b) The measures for improving this and other rivers in the district 
of Jessore are under consideration in consultation with the District 
Officer and the District Board. ' 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: What is the source of his information 
jn this matter? Did he visit the. place personally or did he get tke 
report from some officer? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. My friend very well knows that 
when s question is asked by a member, he cau obtain as much infor- 
mation as is available from the Minister but the question as to the 
souroe of information hardly arises out of that specific matter. 


A member: Js it not a fact that Oil account of scarcity of water 
the steamer connection has already been stopped, and is there any ways 
and means to remove that inconvenience? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

I want notice. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the ITon’hic Minister kindly 
la\ on the table the correspondence referred to in an ewer ( b) ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

No. 


Discharge of certain employees from 8aidpur Railway Workshops. 

*56. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the rommuneatums and Works Department 
aware — 

(/) that about 500 employees (local people) have been discharged 
from the Saidpur Railway Workshops; and 
(u) up-coun tn men have lieen taken in their place? 

(6) If the answer to (a) i^ in the affirmative, is the Hon ’hie Minister 
considering the desirahility^of — 

(i) making an inquiry into the mattei ; and 

(i?) publishing the result of the inquiry in a statement? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) It is not a fact that 500 Bengali employees have been discharged 
from the Saidpur Railway Workshops and up-countrv men have been 
taken in their place. 

(b) poes not arise. 

Babu KSHETfft NATH 8INCHA: If not 500, how many were 
discharged. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: It would have been better for the 
gentleman w T ho gave notice of this question not to have put the definite 
number 500. The proper form woi^d have* been whether any person, 
has been discharged or pot. 
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Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: Has any person been dis- 
charged P . 

The Hon ’Me Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 


Mr 1 . NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble 
Minister ascertained from the District Magistrate of the place as to 
whether any employee has been discharged and if so, how many? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have only ascertained whether 500 persons had l>cen discharged or 
not; so I am not aware if any single employee has been discharged. 


Control of ferries by non-Bengalis in certain districts. 

•67. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that a large number of the ferries in the districts of Murshi- 
dabad, Nadia and Jessore are being controlled by non- 
Bengali interests; 

(it) that the local boatmen have been ousted by l>oatmen from an 
adjoining province; 

(it?) that at some of the important ferry ghats, particularly at Azim- 
ganj and Rudjiurghat in the district of Murshidabad and 
at Nabadwip (/hat in the district of Nadia, the lessees do not 
maintain an adequate and regular supply of ferry-boats and 
persons have to cross the river in privately hired boats; and 

(ir) that full ferry- (/hat charges are levied from such persons whe- 
ther they use private boats or not ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he contemplates taking in this 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja BRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and (6) (i) Only 29 out of 159 ferries in these districts have been 
settled with non-Bengalis. Ferries are usually settled with the highest 
bidder. 

(it) It is a fact that many boatmen are non-Bengalis. Boattmen 
are engaged by the lessees of ferries and Government have no hand in 
the matter. 
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(Hi) Complaints have been received about the ferry services at A aim , 
ganj and Radharghat. The District Magistrate is being asked to take 
necessary steps for the improvement of these ferry servioes. 

• 

(tr) Yes. Ferry charges are leviable under the law even wjysn 
private boats are used. 


BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is it uot a fact that if an entire 
private boat is hired, the ferryman also charges tolls for it? 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of order. Sir. 
While answering the questions (a) and (/>), the Hon ’hie Minister has 
taken (a) and (h) (;) together. Is it in order to give answers in this 
form which has simply confused the whole issue? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it not \uthm my ]>owcr to direct as to the form 
in which an answer should Ik* put. Hut members are fully entitled 
to put supplementary questions if the printed answer does not satisfy 
them and is not, in their opinion, to the point. 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbazar: 

As far as I am aware, that is the law. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (iv) 
whicli law does not refer to? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8R18 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbazar: 

I want notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IJon’ble Minister l>e 
pleaded to state whether the law really does provide for levy when a 
man simply uses the ferry ghat? 


The Hon’ble Mlharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbazar: 

As far as I ara'aware, if a man leaves the ghat, he has got to pay for 
it. 


. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that at the Naha, 
d^lp ghat if a man gets down to <the river even though he may not 
cross the river, he has got to pay the toll ? # 
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The Hon’bJe Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of KaaMiazars 

I want notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

prepared to hold an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbozar: 

I could not exactly follow in what connection the honourable member 
desires me to hold an enquiry. 


Mr. 8PEANER: This is a request for action, and the best way 
to do so is to write t<* the Tlon’ble Minister. 


A Member: Will the 11 on* hie Minister l>e pleased to state whether 
a ferry charge is leviable when a private boat is used by an owner 
for his j>ersonal use? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I think this question hardly arises because this 
is a question of law. The object with which a supplementary question 
is to l>e put is certainly not to get the legal opinion of the Minister 
or anybody else. If anybody finds that a ferry charge has been 
improperly imposed, it is open to him to bring necessary action against 
such an imposition, but a supplementary question enquiring w r hether 
it is leviable or not hardly arises. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Is the JWble Minister 
aware that there is such a code as the Bengal Ferry Service Code? 


Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Yes. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS: Why are ferry ghats settled with non- 
Bengalis ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasinftazar: 

I have already said that ferries are settled with the highest ladder; 
.no question therefore arises about settling them with non-Bengalis. 
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A Member; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
fees are realised under the Bengal Ferry Service Code? 

The Hofl’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaxarfc 

Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : When the Hon’ble 

Minister was asked, with reference to Or), as to the law under which 
a fee is levied, he wanted notice; and just now he has said in reply 
to another question that such fees are realised under the Bengal Ferry 
Service Code; will the II on* hie Minister he pleased to reconcile his 
two statements? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazars 

Sir, I have nothing further to add. 



Recruitment of section-holders for the Bengal Government Press. 

•58. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (<i) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of tire Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether it is the practice in the Bengal Government Press to recruit 
temporary or permanent section-holders from amongst the senior hands 
in the Composing Section? 

(b) Is the Ron’hle Minister aware that the apjiointment of new 
hands from outside or from the apprentices to fill the posts of section- 
holders causes more overhead (barge than the appointment of senior 
hands in the Composing Section ? 

(c) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* bio 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government propose to fill the 
posts of sect ion -holder only by promotion from amongst the men in 
the Composing Section? If not, why not? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(i) the number of section-holders in the Bengal Government 

Press ; 

(ii) »the number appointed* from the apprentices since 1920; and 

(tii) the numb«4 appointed by promotion from expert hands in the 

Composing Section since that year? 

The Hon’bto Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: (a) i understand 
that section-holders are generally appointed by selection from amongst 
the assistant section-holders, and thaj selectidn for the posts of assistant 
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section-holders is made both from senior hands in the Composing Sec- 
tion and from apprentices. 

( b ) I am informed that this is not the case. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (t) Eleven. 

(n) One, promoted from assistant section-holders. . 

(iit) Ten, 2 direct from compositors, 2 direct from Linotype 
operators and 6 from assistant section-holders. 

Short-notioo Question by Mr. 8unendra Nath Biswas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have just received a short-notice question from 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas and I have, also been informed by the 
Hon’lde the Home Minister that he is prepared to answer it. I have 
no objection to the question being put. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that 153 detenus in the Deoli 
Detention Camp, most of whom, if not all, are Bengalis, have gone 
on hunger-strike on the 10th August 1937? 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware of the reasons of their hunger-strike? 

(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister considered the desirability of saving 
the lives of those hunger-strikers? 

(d) If so, has the Government of Bengal requested the Govern- 
ment of India to take immediate steps to save the lives of those hunger- 
sti ikers ? 

(e) If not, has the Hon'lde Minister considered the desirability of 
requesting the Government of India to take immediate steps in the 
matter? 

The Hoft’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Yes. 

(b) The strike has been launched in support of the demands of the 
convicts in the Andamans. 

(c) I have nothing further to add to the statement which I made 
in this House on the 4th of August. 


Short-notice question of Mr. Abul Hashim: 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received another short-notice question 
from Mr. Abul Hashim. The question runs thus: 
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Mr. ABUL HASHIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
||^leased to state whether the attention of the Government has 
beell <)r&wn to the statement published in the issue of the “Advance”, 
dated the 12th of August, 1937, regarding the appointment of Whips, 
Parliamentary Secretaries and Deputy Secretaries, the Presidents of 
certain Boards of Enquiry, and whether the statement which has 
appeared therein is correct? 

(b) If the answer to in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble in 
charge lie pleased to state why this information was supplied to only 
one newspaper and not to others ? 

(r) If the answer is in the negative, will the Ilon’lde Minister l>e 
pleased to state what steps, it any, Government intend to take to 
pre\eut the publication of such incorrect statement # in the Press in 
future ? 

p/> Will the II on ’hie Minister in charge be pleased to state if the 
attention of Government has been drawn to the scurrilous comments 
and vile attacks bused on glaringly incorrect facts which have appeared 
iu Mime of the newspapers of Calcutta!" 

i.c) If the, answer to {</) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge be pleased to state what steps, if any. Government 
propose to take to put a stop to these malicious attacks, 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards the first 
question. m\ answei is that it is absolutely incoirect that an \ appoint- 
ments ha\i* been made. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The (juestion is whether there baa 
been ain appointment. I- the Hon’hle Minister entitled to sav 

Mr. SPEAKER: G».i< •i . order: It would be \en inconvenient if 
a Member would infen ene in the midst of a rcplv. As I have** already 
paid the Sjieuker has no tontiol over the manner in which a {juestion 
is answered. But, then, it n fully open to members (ft elicit further 
inioi mat ion by putting supplementary questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very surprising that 
my friends who an* keen on having fi^ll information should try to 
stifle information in this wax’ My answer to the second (juestion is 
that the matter l»s not yet been decided but has been receiving the 
attention of the Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ hid Minister be 
pleased to state why he has brought in irrelevant matters like admoni- 
tion and incorrectness or otherwise of ijome statements that had 
appeared in some paper? The Hen’ble Minister had said that it it 

14 
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absolutely incorrect to state that there has been any appointment. I 
submit that this is an irrelevant reply because the question is whether 
there has been any appointment. Jt might have been replied by either 
jes or no. Then in the course of the reply he issued an udmonition 
that some members who are so keen on certain statements would be 
stifling information when it was being given. 

Mr. SPEAKER* As I have said it is not only the function but the 
duty of Government, in answer to a question which might be put by a 
meml>er of the House to put all direct, implied or connected matters 
relating to it; and if the Ilon’ble Minister feels that a statement which 
is connected with the same issue, though in a different way, can be 
made within the purview of the answer, he is entitled to do so; and 
I feel that he was discharging his duty properly. As regards the 
question of admonition, I am afraid Mr. Sanyal invited it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this question was accepted as a short-notice 
question at his instance? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Ordei, order: It doe*, not arise. A membei is 
privileged to put a short-m.t ice question and if the dejrartment con- 
cerned chases to answer it, and it the Speaker has also given consent, 
it is not oj>en to any member to >n\ wherefrom be has got it. Once 
you are allowed to do so, \ou open yoursehe.s to any amount of motives 
and asjHU’sions. 1, there! ore, think that in the interest of the rights 
and privileges of the House, it is not desirable that a question of 
this sort should be allowed. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: W til the hoti'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether the attention of Government lias been drawn to the 
statement published in the issue of the “Ad\ance” of 12th of August, 
19d7, regarding the appointment of Whips, Parliamentary Secretaries, 
Presidents of certain Hoards ot Enquiry and also whether that state- 
ment is correct P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: I have alreudy answered 
that the statement is incorrect and with your leave, Sir, I would like 
to make a statement in this connection. A contradiction wa^ issued 
by the Press Officer which was duly published in 'the “Amrita Bazar 
Patrika.” The offending newspaper, viz., the ‘‘Advance”, not only 
did not publish the statement issued by the Press Officer, but published 
something else which aggravated the offence in its issue of to-day. 


A Monitor: Was this information supplied to one newspaper or 
to all of them P 
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Tl» Hon ’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already stated 
that no information was supplied by Government and that therefore 
it do&s not arise. 

• 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Cuder what section of the Indian 
Penal Code does this offence come? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not an offence qr 

may not be an offence in the terms of the Indian Penal Code but it is 
an offence against public morality and journalistic honesty. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Ikies the Government intend to take 
any steps to prevent this sort of publications in the l^ess? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is the duty of the 
Press to keep within the bounds of journalistic honest \. If they do 
not, Government max have to take measures. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: 11 ow can an incorrect informa- 
tion come within the description of journalistic dishonesty and public 
immorality. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If we find that a state- 
ment is baseless ,»nd ,t the veiv circumstances show that it was 
published makcoush . | submit that it is an offence against all 
morality . 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: What ate the facts and circum- 
stances tor which he inters malice? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I submit that it is 
malicious tor this reason that the statement was baseless, and that 
when a contradiction was issued by the Press Officer that publication 
of the Press Office! was withheld and in lieu of that another false 
statement appeared on the very subject. This shows its maliciously bad 
design 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the glaring jncorrect facts •Ihat appeared in some of the 
newspapers in Calcutta? 

• 

* Mr. BREAKER: Order, order: If yoit want that information, 
you can do so bv putting a fresh question. 

. I 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg for leave to move 
an adjournment motion a copy of which I have just handed over to you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 find that you have asked for leave to move an 
adjournment motion to discuss the question of the hunger-strike by 
the prisoners at Deoli. From the terms of your motion, I find that 
you have asked the Government of Bengal to move the Government of 
India to take immediate steps to remove the reasonable grievances of 
the hunger-striking prisoners in the Andamans. If you will please 
refer to section 105(3), you will find that a motion must be for dis- 
cussion on a matter which lias not been discussed in the same session. 
The question of the prisoners at the Andamans has not only been dis- 
cussed on an adjournment motion but the question of the detenus has 
also been discussed. In view of that, will you please tell me as to how' 
you cun revive discussion on a matter which has already been discussed 
so long as you keep to the present form of your motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: 1 do not want to raise a dis- 
cussion definitely on that point, that is the removal of the grievances 
of the hunger-striking prisoners m the Andamans, but I want to 
mention it on the ground that the Home Minister has told the House 
that although he was in favour of repatriation, he was not prepared to 
repatriate very soon. The Home Minister has also told us that unless 
and until the hunger-strike was called off, Government could uot see 
its wuj to consider any of the grievances. So, in order to make the 
hunger-striking prisoners in the Andamans break their hunger-strike, 
I want 1 hat those prisoners might he repatriated to Bengal and that 
their parents and other relatives might be' given an opportunity to see 
them and use their influence to break the hunger-strike. Mr. Speaker, 
you are aware that we have been told that the Premier has sent a 
wire 

Mf. SPEAKER: Please be short, Mr. Biswas. I only wanted to 
be satisfied on one point, and that is as to how you can discuss the 
motion in the form in which you have presented it without raising and 
reviving a discussion on thd Andamans prisoners. Can you satisfy me 
on that point? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH QI8WA8: The question of repatriation, 
Sir, is a different question; but what I want to do is this. I want to 
request the Government of Bengal immediately to move the Govern- 
ment of India to take urgent .steps to remove the reasonable grievances 
of hunger-striking prisoners in the Andamans. This matter was not 
discussed — whether the Government of Bengal was prepared to move 

\ 
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tie Government of India to take some such step. This is a matter 
whicfc was not discussed in the previous adjournment motion 



Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got anything more to add to your 
point, Mr. Biswas P 


Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: If you disallow the motion, 
Sir, then 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not said that I am going to disallow it. 
I have heard your jKunt. Will you now sit down P lie re is another 
point which I want to have elucidated You know that a motion for 
adjournment is in the nature ot a censure motion: that is so by all 
Pari iamentary convention; and it must he for an “act of commission 
or omission on the part of Government that is <<> say, for doing a 
thing or not doing a thing The draft that you have put here is to 
request the Government of Bengal to do such and such a tiling, hut 
there are enough legal hrains to my left who can tell me whether these 
words constitute either an “act on the part of the Government or an 
omission on the part of the Government.” You can probably put the 
same thing in quite a different language, hut, unfortunately, the term 
you have used is such that I cannot hold that it is in the nature of a 
criticism of Government's policy for “doing a thing or not doing a 
thing.” On the other hand, you have put it in the form of an action 
for request So, if \ou have not got anything further to say I shall 
call upon the ifon’ble the Home Minister to say if he has got anything 
to say, hut f-nl> in regard to the “admissibility" of the motion. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, 
Sir. Here is a request for action based on an “omission*’ of Govern- 
ment, and therefore the motion comes within the scope of your ruling 
and ought to be allowed. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 quite realize it, Injt I think that in the matter 
of an adjournment motion we ‘are all governed by the terms of that 
motion, and as y<w know and as I have explained, the effect of an 
adjournment motion is to break the normal course of proceedings of 
the House, and b5 r all Parliamentary convention any suggestion in the 
nature of restricting the ordinary normal right of a member — in what- 
ever way it i** to be interpreted must be interpreted very rigorously; 
and that being so, if Mr. Biswas had put in the words “for not doing 
certain acts,” his motion would h^ve been perfectly in order. But, 

when he conches it in the form of a request to the Government of 

4 I • * 
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Bengal, I am afraid it cannot oome within the canon laid down for an 
adjournment motion. But I would like to hear the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin’s views on the matter. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, 
Sir 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order; 1 have already asked Sir Nazirn- 
uddin to speak. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to submit, Sir, 
that this motion is out of order for this reason that, directly or 
indirectly, it a. sis the House to discuss a question which has already 
been discussed and on which this House has given its verdict, The 
last portion of the mot inn, viz., the grievances of the Andamans 
prisoners, has been fully discussed here, and whatever may he the first 
portion of the motion, it is governed by the last portion, viz., to redress 
the grievances of the Andamans prisoners. So, I do not see. Sir, how, 
if this motion is discussed, that question will not be brought in. That 
is the main issue here, and, what is more, a decision of thU House has 
already been given on the policy enunciated l>\ Government, viz., that 
Government do not promise to take any action. Therefore, if this 
motion is allowed to he discussed, it means that we are going again to 
discuss the very thing which has been alread\ dismissed hv this House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hash em\ . what is the poml oi order that 
you were going to raise? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, 1 want to refer to 
flection 107 ot the rules, in which it is stated that a “member asking 
leave must hand to the Speaker a written statement of the matter pro- 
posed to he discussed and must annex thereto the consent of the 
Speaker in writing, to his motion. *’ May 1 know. Sir, whether the 
mover of the motion has fulfilled the conditions contained in section 
107? I further heg to refer to section HIS in which it is clearly written 
tliut the decision of the Speaker shall he final. May T know’, Sir, 
w’hether it is neeessaiy, in view of this, to take the opinion or explana- 
tion of the turner ot of any Hon’hle Minister in a matter vhich is 
entirely in the hands of the Hon’ble the Speaker? / 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, oiMer. 1 think Mr. Hashemy should read 
the rules a fit tie more carefully. If he does so, he will see that there 
are two sections — one is 107 and the other is 108. If he looks at the 
language of section 107, he will find that a member is to ask for leave, 
and in asking for the leave — which I do not think means asking leave 
on the floor of the House — he must hand over to the Speaker the written 
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consent of the Speaker. In other words, the Speaker has two functions 
to perform: one is to give his obnsent to a matter being brought up 
before the House, and when the member has actually brought up the 
matter before the House and asks for leave, then it is for the Speaker 
to decide whether it is in order or not. That function comes under 
section 108, where it says that the matter proposed to be discussed 
must be in order. Now, before the Speaker decides whether a matter 
is in order, I do not think it is difficult to visualise that he is not 
debarred from asking the reason why a particular member 
wants to move a particular motion. And I think if Mr. Hashemv 
will please look up the Hansard and also the proceed- 
ings of the (entral Legislature, he would see that whether 

a matter is in order or not is discussed on the floor of the House. Of 
course, I must make it clear that I do not want to follow the procedure 
of allowing a lull-dress debate on that point. So far as this matter of 
deciding whether this matter is in order or not is concerned, I will 
ask. the mover, and if necessan , the Leader of the group from which 
the mover comes, what he has to sa\ on this matter, but I will not 
allow an elalmrate discussion on it. 

I have very carefully considered the motion for adjournment of 
wffiich notice has been given by Mr. Biswas. At the very outset, I 
must tell him that 1 am quite satisfied that this is a matter of urgent 
publ.c lmpoitance. but 1 am restricted in admitting the motion by 
several go\erning clauses; and one of the clauses is that the subject of 
an adjournment motion must not revive discussion on a matter which 
has been d'srussod in t lie same session 1' nfortunately, as [ have said, 
Mr Jli^wns will find that the Andamans question has already been dis- 
cussed on a previous adjournment motion, and in discussing the 
Andamans question, the entile issue of the Andamans prisoners was 
before the House. It cannot be said now that this or that item could 
have been discussed but has not been discussed because 1 think it is 
a well-k nown principle in law that even though a case might have been 
argued on a bettei point it does not entitle anylHaly to argue the case 
over once again. The same analogy holds good heie, tlial the 
Andamans question has been fully discussed, and as fai the term of 
the motion is concerned— I am not looking at the intention of the 
mover — T am severely restricted for the time being by the form in 
which the motion has been presented. I find that you cannot discuss 
this m#tion without bringing in the Andamans prisoners in some form 
or other. In the^e ciit'umstances I hold that the term of the present 
motion is not jn order. And if Mr. Biswas wishes to revise the term 
of the motion in quite a different .form, as he expressed to me 
personally, then he is [ferfectly free to do so. But, so far as the present 
form is concerned, I am afraid the motion is not in order. 

• Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : If your ruling stands 
that, because the Andamans prisoners were discussed once before and 
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therefore cannot be discussed ag^in, how can this motion be re- 
modelled in such a way as to mak£ it an 'absolutely relevant issue ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I cannot act as the legal adviser of 
Mr. Biswas, but I can say that if the motion is of such a character that 
you cannot discuss it without bringing in the Andamaps prisoners, it 
does not come within the purview of section 108. If, however, as I 
have said, you can change the term of the motion so as to make it 
conform to the rules, then the motion would be probably in order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Do I understand your 
rilling to cover prohibition of all reference to the Andamans prisoners? 

V 


Mr. 8PEAKER : In m\ ruling I must be guided by the form in 
which the Andamans prisoners motion was couched. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I submit, Sir, that 
your ruling is that because the question of the Andamans prisoners 
■was discussed therefore it must he supposed that all questions relevant 
to that issue have been dismissed? But how can that be, Sir? The 
question of repatriation was never discussed! 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want an elaborate discussion on this 
matter. It may be that the question of repatriation was not discussed 
on the last occasion, but you yourself have just now said: all questions 
relevant to that issue.” So, I should think that that question has 
been discussed in all its bearings. I am satisfied therefore that the 
motion is not in order, and if you have got to say anything else you 
can see me in my chamber about this matter. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: My submission is that 
the issue of repatriation was never discussed. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I may see it later; I mus( now see to the term of 
the present motion. ‘ 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy was in possession of the House 
yesterday. (M>. H. S. Suhrawahdy : Oh, I am sorry.) W© are down 
for other business to-day; so I must ask the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
.Nasimuddin to move his motion for a Procedure Committee of this 
House. 
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Mntfon for Appointm* of a.tbmralttfo to Drift Ruloo of Prooodliro 
and Oonduot nf Business, 

Tito Hon'ble Khwtjl Sir HAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg 
to move that a committee consisting of — 

(1) The Deputy Speaker, Chairman, 

(2) Babu Jatindrn Nath Basu, 

(3) Maulvi Taraizuddin Khan, 

(4) Mr. Sarat Chandra liose, 

(3) Mr. F. C. Brasher, 

(O') Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 

(7) Mr. Tulsi Chandra (ioswami, 

(8) Mr. Amikul Chandra Das, 

(ft) Khan Bahadur Hnshem Ali Khan, 

(10) Balm Premium Banna, 

(11) Mr. Fazlur Kahmnn (Dacca University), 

(12 i Mr. Abdul Hakeem (Khulna), 

(13) Al-llaj Maulana Dr. Sunaullah, 

(14) Mr. Biiat ('handra Mandal, 

(13) The Ilon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, kt., and 

(1(0 tin* mover 

be appointed to draft rules for regulating the procedure and conduct 
of business of this Assembly under the provisions of sub-section (/) of 
section 84 of the (lovernmAil of India Act, 1033, with instructions 
to submit the draft rules for the consideration of this Assembly by the 
15th November, 1037; that the number of persons whose presence shull 
be necessary to constitute a quorum ot the said committee shall be seven. 

Sir, Ik* fore I explain the purpose of this motion, I should like to 
inform you that I very much regret that 1 have not been able to obtain 
the consent of all the members proposed for the Committee. I have 
got the consent of most of them here, but there are three or four members 
whose ^onsent I have not yet been able \<f obtain as yet. 

Mr. SPEAKEI?: Will you please hand over your list to me? 

(The list was banded over to Mr. J^eaker.) 

Dr. MAI^NAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I 
understand that the consent of some of the members whose names have 
been mentioned by the Hon’ble Minister in charge has not been obtained. 
Will you allow this motion to be in order? 

i • 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you ought to allow reasonable opportunity 
to the Speaker to exercise his function before you rise on any point of 
order. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin definitely mentioned that 
the consent of three or four members has not been obtained. I have 
asked him for the names of those members. I have not yet given my 
decision as to whether I would give my permission to include them. I 
would request Dr. Sanyal to desist from rising on a 'point of order 
before I give my decision. I would request others to help me also. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The names are 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Balm Jatindra Nath Basil and Dr. 
Sanaullnh whose consent I have not been able to obtain. As far as I 
know they are willing to serve. If you permit and the House permits 
I would request that til's rule about consent may he waived on this 
occasion. It depends on you first and later on, on the House because 
it is a new Assembly altogether. We took steps rather late in the day 
and relied on the members here to give their consent. Of course we 
will have to suggest names if you do not give your permission. 

Mr* 8PEAKER: Don’t \ou think it would he better for you 
to omit these names and move a fresh motion for adding those names 
when you get their consent ? That would he a better procedure. Of 
course in a motion like this usually and very strictly I would not allow 
in any select committee or any committee to be formed names to be 
included unless consent has been taken. As you have said, it is a matter 
of procedure of the House. If the House makes a rule, that in a 
matter like this consent can he waived, 1 have no objection. Mr. Bose, 
do you think that consent should be waived on tins occasion ? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is it not possible to pass over this 
item for a few minutes? 4 

Mr. 8PEAKER : We can postpone till the Bills are over and take 
it up at b-dO, immediately after the prayer interval. The strict letter 
of the law lias been carried out and we may go on with other business. 
Mr. Suhrawardy, you were in possession of the House yesterday. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Legislative (^Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yesterday when you 
adjourned the House I believe I was talking on the point as to what 
figure the members of this House should appropriately get as their 
'salary. The honourable members of the House know that they can 
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vet* any figure they like and there is no power which can restrain them ; 
also, ^Sir, there is no figure which we can name which can compensate 
them for the loss which they will have to sustain by their continuous 
attendance? in Calcutta for performing the functions of the Legislature. 

Then there are certain things which have to be considered, namely, 
the amount of allowances which were drawn before in the old regime: 
also the slate of the finances of Bengal and the figure the members 
could take which will he justified before the public as a reasonable 
remuneration. I have already indicated the sum which I consider 
reasonable. 

It was somewhat of a surprise, Sir, to see that those members of this 
U ou sc who have been consistently voting and canvassing against the 
Ministry and have been opposing the salary ot the Ministers on the 
ground of economy should have gone round and requested members to 
vote for a higher salan for themselves thus arousing their cupidity. 
That ’» not very surprising inasmuch as they are doing so not with 
definile purpose of being able to shako the moral sense of the members 
but m the pursuance of the usual method of opposition which they have 
adopted. (Voices from the Opposition benches: Not from thin side 
of the House, i I have heard some arguments as against these allow- 
ances to the eft’ec I that Bengal would not he prepared to pay this salary 
to the memher.s. Sir, 1 beg to disagree: I believe on the* otliei band 
that the poor people oi Bengal do realise the fact that their representa- 
tives ought to he paid an allowance for tin* service they render. I do 
not think that the members of the Assembly will not he aide to justify 
the allowances before their cdeHointcvs. We hojie in return that they 
will give of their best to llie province and that wo shaLl have a nil labor 
ot leallv sound politic ians aiiMiiir amongst us ~ not tin* dilettante 
politicians who morel, \ coi^ic here for the pm pose of blowing hot air 
while their interest lies elsewhere- --who have taken the serious task of 
forming public opinion and of diiecting people along the light lines of 
government. With these observations I commend the amendment 
t»e f cue the House. 


Chi use 'J. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 ii.se to support the 
amendment moved by my esteemed friend 1 Mr. S nha. The net result of 
the acceptance of^that Amendment will be that no honourable member 
of this House excepting the Hon’lde Hie Speaker, the J)epu1y Speaker 
and the Hori’blc Ministers will lie in receipt of any salary and that the 
daily allowance of the lionourable ineimiers of this House will stand at 
Bs. fi per diem as proposed by Government. I need not quote figures in 
aupport .of my proposition. The Hon’ble Finance Minister to-mght in 
answer to a question put by my friend ]>r.»Sanyal has supplied figures 
and according to those figures Bengal w ill he saddled with an additional 
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cost of Rs. 20,27,000 for the working of the new Reforms. The Hon'ble 
Finance Minister in his supplementary answer to-night has told uj that 
this huge sum will not include the salaries or allowances proposed to 
be paid by the Bill which he has moved. Therefore the net result of 
the working of the Reforms in this province will be an additional cost of 
administration to t he extent roughly of about Rs. 30 lakhs. Let 
honourable members of this House pause, and considef this, let them 
ponder over the huge amount that the public exchequer will have to 
yield. Ultimately next year ^he whole of the people of Bengal will have 
to shoulder this additional cost by way of taxation. The IlonTde 
Finafte® Minister started this year, as I told you, Sir, the other night, 
under auspicious circumstances. Those auspicious circumstances 
may not last and yet if the salary which is being proposed 
by the Finance Minister is paid, then the additional burden 
of taxation will evoke bitter discontent from all sides. During 
the last three nights we have been regaled with the spectacles of unusual 
nature. The Finance Minister proposes salary for honourable members. 
Instead of making the Bill prospective, my Muslim friends want to make 
the Bill retrospective in character — to make it operate from 1st April, 
15)37. Tli is is a proposal wholly opposed to justice and law. Faced by a 
revolt amongst its own followers, the Government accepts the proposal. 
This is opposed to all canons of constitutional law, custom and usage. 
The Hon'ble Finance Minister proposes a salary of Rs. 125: he introduces 
his Bill to that effect: the Bill is under discussion and then Mr. 
Suhrawaidy, a member of the Uabinet which is supposed to have a collec- 
tive and individual responsibility, stands up and accepts an amendment 
from a private member belonging to his party for increasing the salary 
from Rs. 125 to 11s. 150. 

The Hon 1 hie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDV : 1 cannot accept that 

amendment. I may support it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Suhrawurdy’s inter- 
ruption make the position far more difficult, because he raises a constitu- 
tional question of vital importance. In the Instrument of Instructions 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal it has been clearly stated that 
His Excellency must try to establish the solidarity of the Cabinet. We 
do not know yet what policy 'this House will he called upon to«accept. 
Is it the Bill of the Hon’ble Finance Minister ft>r paying a salary of 
Rs. 126 or is it the interruption or the interjection on the part of Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhruwardy for the accept u^pe of Rs. 150 a month? It is a difficult 
constitutional, conundrum, and the verdict of Ibis House must neces- 
sarily find the solution of this important problem. A few nights ago 
my esteemed friend Mr. Clark spoke about the premier position of 
Bengal and he said that with regard to this premier province the question 
of additional cost with reference to the payment of salaries to the 
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Ministers doe* not really matter. May I ask him in all seriousness if 
Bengal stands to-day where she stood yesterday? Bengal is headless, 
hter capital taken away, she is shorn of her limbs — her children taken 
away and scattered like the lost tribes of Israel throughout her neigh- 
bouring provinces. She suffered from pernicious amentia under the 
Meston Award for a long period of 10 years. Her people are starving. 
Bengal is not what she was yesterday. She is t lie Niobe of nations — 
there she stands; childless and thornless inciter voiceless woe. 

My friends Maulvi Abul llashim ancLMaulvi Abdul Bari the other 
night talked about an extra expenditure of a few lakhs over the salaries 
of the Hon'hle Ministers in a somewhat scent-hearted, 1 wilt not 
say in a light-hearted manner because I shall be called to order by the 
Chair. 


1 quite appreciate and realise the greatness of the testimonial which 
Mr. Bari gave me the other night. On enquiry 1 came to learn that he 
was my pupil. I had a shrewd susp’cion about it from the very first, 
because of the torrential eloquence which flowed from his lips and 
drowned his arguments. The shades of evening of years are falling 
thick and fast on me and when the midnight comes I shall undoubtedly 
look into the reports of this august Assembly -reports not in print 
but in character* of amber and of gold and read re-read the testimonial 
which ms pupil was pleased to give. That testimonial will act as a 
solatium to me in my da\s of retirement and in my preparation for that 
jouines from which no traveller has set returned. 


The Hon’ihle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Ah! 

• 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Hon'hle Mr. Faidul 
Huq, the Chief Minister, li^s made a mistake lie might have appoint- 
ed the Hon'hle Mr. Suhrawardy, Minister, not only for I/ubour but 
also for interruptions, interjections and jest*. (Mr. Sahat Chandra 
Bosk: and for bad manners.) Mr. Speaker. Sir, I will not udd bad 
manners because my friend Hon'hle Mr. Suhrawardy is so meticulous 
about good manners himself, fflon'lhle Mr. II S. Scjihawarpy : 
That is tlie monopoly of the other side.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. # Speaker. on a point of order, 
Sir — 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bose, I am afraid, you have invited if. I 
heard that you were prompting Mr. panel jee to say ‘‘had manners’' 
and if by way of retort he says anything, I do not think f can stop him. 

% 

* Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I did* Mr. Speaker, suggest to a 
member of my party that that expression should be added, but if a 
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member wants to interject, should he not get up and then objectP 
Can he make running comments sitting on his seat?. I would ask a 
ruling from you as that is going on continually. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Yes, certainly he should get up. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE” Sir, I am accustomed to 
interruptions from the Hon’ble the Minister for Labour. He always 
labours under some point or other. Sir, the point which I was making 
is this, that so far as the amenities proposed are concerned, we have 
to take careful note of the future state of the finances of this country. 
Sir, tlie honourable Mr. llari pointed out to me the other night that I 
made an omission in not taking info acrount the ease of England. 
He referred to tlie House of Commons, the mother of Parliaments. Sir, 
I did not refer to the House of Commons not localise I felt that this 
august Assembly is a very unfortunate step-daughter of that mother 
hut because the revenues of England have no comparison whatever to 
the revenues of this province. Sir. this \ear 1 find that the revenues 
of England ha\e come up to more than 1.200 crores : the revenues of 
this province notwithstanding the optimistic financial faith of tlie 
Hon Mile Finance Minister, are 12 crores and 50 lakhs. According to a 
very modest mathematical calculation the revenues of England are 
hundred times the revenues of this province. It. Sir, salaries in this 
country were fixed not in tin* ratio of geometrical progression but. 
according to arithmetical proposition, then the salary of the Hon Mile 
Chief Minister — I make a rough calculation — should have been at that 
rate Hs. 100 per month, a salary which undei eeitain conditions Hie 
HonMile Chief Minister was prepared to accept tin 1 other night. At 
that calculation, Sir, the salaries of the members of the Legislature 
should have been not Ks. 125, not Its. 150, Sut Its. 1-4 and Its. 1-8 per 
month, figures which I hope even the honourable members of this House 
will find it difficult to digest. My last appeal to all the members of 
the House is to support this side of the House in its self-denying 
ordinance. I/et us not. imitate the IIonMde members of tlie Treasury 
Bench in their .policy of self-determination. Let us by our self-abnega- 
tion attempt to solve the problem of <hil bhnt so dear to our Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister of this province, and Sir, if this Bill is passed into 
law, then we shall have perpetrated a (‘rime not only upon tlie poverty 
hut upon the ignorance of the illiterate electorate. If this measure is 
passed into law, Mr. Speukor, I sum up my deep despair in the words 
of Lord Byron “For Creeks-a jdush, for Greece-a tear*. 

Thi Hon ’bit Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I had no intention of rising and taking up the time olf the House. 
The question is whether any elderly statesman like me probably occupy- 
ing the position of one who has been in this House for a long time should 
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hesitate to give out his mind. While we wpre in the old Council in 
1912 ># we were just five "persons from among the Muslim community who 
were all men of affluence and position and never cared at that time 
even to send their bills to Council for payment. People at that time 
could never imagine* that a man of ordinary means could come to this 
House and could legislate tor themselves. They believed that only 
men with money would come to the Council and take part in the 
deliberations of the House. But time has changed, and now we all 
know that those who pay a tax of just six annas are allowed to send 
their representatives here. Among the members here, as you are aware, 
there are very poor people who cannot afford to work without sufficient 
help from the Exchequer. So even the Parliament thought that when 
they were thinking of sending the poorest section of the people here 
they should make provision for tin* salary to l>e given *to the memlx»rs 
of the Legislature. This provision for salary oi members exists not only 
in India but for Parliaments of other countries. So, if the representa- 
tives of the wealthier section of the House took into consideration the 
ease oi the poorer section of the House and vote for the salary, it should 
not he taken very seriously. rile Hon’hle Mr. Nalini Itnnjan Surker 
has repeatedly told us that unless the poorer section would get some 
relief from the heavy burden of taxation, country would not he in a 
good state and for this those who have come from the wealthier section 
will have to pay very heavily to meet the demands of the poorer section, 
and I hope that it will he possible for them to wholeheartedly support 
any measure that may he taken in this direction. I believe, therefore, 
that it is not a wrong proposition if the jiooiei section just for their 
very existence wants some little help from the Exchequer. 1 know 
several friends\>f mine both in the old Council as well as in the new 
who oanupt^a^ord to he so very generous as to come here and work the 
whole day and take nothing T want to ask my' friends to seriously 
consider whether the representative* of the wealthier section should not 
consider the point of view that T have placed before them and T hope 
that in the interest of the poorer section of ihe House fhe\ will not raise 
their voices against this measure. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. The 
last speaker the Hon hie Xawab Musharruff Hossain has been speaking 
of the poorer section and the wealthier section of this House. T know 
the Naltab Sahib claims to belong to the latter, hut is there such a 
difference as he identified to characterise one section as poorer section 
of the House? • 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I had not the least intention of 
participating in thii afternoon's debate, but for the remarks that have 
fallen from a member of the Cabinet after the members of the Cabinet 
got into their pocketa R§. 2,600 erfteh. I do not want to characterise* 
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which section is richer and which is poorer. After having received 
Es. 2,600 per month it $oes not lie in the mouth of a Cabinet member 
to characterise the members of the House as poorer and richer. .*1 feel 
this an affront to the members of ^his House and an insult to the House. 
All members of the House have come as members and it does not He 
in the mouth of the Nawab Sahib to give a solatium to the members of 
the poorer section of this House. I could quite appreciate if he had 
intended to speak from other point of view but not the point of view 
that he has thrown to this House. I believe no more insult can be 
offered to the House than the remarks of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAN: This question does involve a 
matter of great principle to my mind. I am afraid that the matter may 
not. stop here, the Hoft’ble Nawab Musharruff .Hossain, though wrongly, 
put it on the ground of the richer and poorer sections of this House. 
What is there to prevent on similar grounds in the municipalities, 
disfcpict board and other public bodies from a similar demand being 
put forward by the members of these Houses for monthly salaries. I 
-do not know, Sir, where the matter will end. The Hon’ble Nawab 
Musharruff Hossain was pleased to quote another Hon’ble Minister, 
Mr. Nalini Itanjan Kurker, as saying that the richer section of the 
people will have to part with a large portion of their property in order 
to improve the condition of the poorer section of the people at large. 
Now, Sir, 1 ask where tin* money that is going to he paid to the mem- 
bers of this House is to come from. Does it not come from the revenues 
derived from the land revenue, stamp duties and other sources of the 
revenues that come to this province Y Do not they come from the 
poorer section of the people for whom the Hon ’hie Nawab Sahib stands J” 
The richer section of the people do pay taxes hut almost all that taxa- 
tion goes to the Central Government, and a wrv small fufttion of it 
4*Otnea to* the pocket of the Hon’ble Finance Minister of the province. 
Almost the whole of the provincial rc\euue is made up of income that 
comes from the poorer section and it is the poorer section of the people 
lhat will he taxed further in order that the poorer members of this House 
are to he paid a monthly salary. Is that fair^ I submit* fliat it is 
not fair at all. Let us first embark upon constructive programmes in 
order to improve the economic condition of that poorer section of ihe 
people for whom the hearts of all of us bleed so profusely. I have heard 
nothing so far put forward for constructive programmes for the 
economic hettermeut of the people at large. «*All tliat we find here is 
that salaries should he paid to so and so and that salaries should be paid 
to so and so. First let us piit forward constructive programmes for 
improving the condition of tie poo re 1* section and then embark upon 
money-giving ceremony either to the members of the House or to the 
members of the municipalities or the members of the district boards. I 
support the amendment that has been moved by my hon’ble friend 
Mr. M. B. 8inha. 



Jp - • 

l|0r.] GOVERNMENT BILL. MS 

i* ’<"* , fc , ' ’ 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, 1, too, support my friend 
Mr. Manindra Bhusan Sin ha wholeheartedly. Before I say what I 
have *io say on this matter, I will tell yo\* that t here is a fear now- 
adays lurking in our minds that noohe ran speak in this House with- 
out the risk of either being misre[H>rted or misinterpreted in the press. 
I do not know, Sir, whether you have taen a victim ydurself; I have 
been only recently. In a newspaper which is published within a few 
hundred yards from this place and which, either under the stress Qf 
circumstances — or perhaps ironically — claims to he India's “Friend"; 
and India’s national newspaper, I was reported as having been 
“rebuked * by you on Wednesday evening. What I suggested to you 
then was suggested with the best of intentions anil T never for a moment 
intended to show any disrespect to the (’hair. When exception was 
taken by you to mv remark**, I ga\c you m\ exjtlanuti^n and I under- 
stood you were good enough to aeeept it. This newspaper is very ably 
represented here by one of the members of its editorial staff and since 
then I have l>een waiting here for him or any other Kuropean member 
to get up and say what their views are with regard to this question. 

I wish also my friend, the Jfon’hle Finance Minister, to tell us 
v hose idea it was to pay salaries to inenitars of this House. (Hon ’hie 
Mr. A. K. 1*4/111, lire: “Government ot India Act”.) The Govern- 
ment of India Act dues not make it obligatory that the members of this 
House should he paid a salaiy. The Government of India Act says 
that mem tars shall he entitled to u salary which the House may fix, but 
that does not mean that member* of this House must he provided with 
salaries and must take salaries. 

The Hun’lhlg Nan ah Musharruff H osSain put m a very vigorous plea 
for the poorer section of this House. We on this section of the House 
are the poorest ahd none of u*< has ever asked for any allowance or 
salary being paid to him.^When this proposal was h ro ugtiT le ewa r d t 
we made an equally vigorous plea that this AH should not he foisted 
on us. On our left I see some Rajas. Knights. Bankers and other rich 
P« 0 I‘ie f l° not want to be paid Rs. 125 a month. To 

their left* are the European members and T suppose. Sir, I would he 
betraying confidence if I say that each one of them earns more than 
Rs. lg§ per diem. What will they do with Rs. 4-5 per day? That 
will not buy for them half a bottle of whisky. In front of us, we find 
membeq of illustrious houses. and distinguished noble men and none 
of them, I take like* to be paid a salary of Rs. 4-6 a day. Who 
then, I 4Nk, auks for salaries to ta paid to members? When I heard 
the Hon*b!e Mr. Suhrawardy supporting the amendment for an increase 
of the tntrant laid down in th* Bill, wl/ich appeared to mj» to he an act 
of positive discourtesy to the Hon 'hie Finance Minister, T had my 
suspicions. *When I heard the Hon 'hie Nawab Musharruff Hossaia also 
putting forward a plea for the payment of salaries to members, my 
suspicion was strengthened. Notwithstanding the pleis of these* 
U ' 
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Hon'ble Ministers, I shall appeal to the European members to resist 
this attempt to force salaries on members. I shall ask them, Sir, out 
of sheer self-respect to decline to accept this amount. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy was pleased to observe that this amount was to be paid 
for the services rendered. Am I to understand, Sir, that the services 
hon’ble members render in this House are calculated by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy at the rate of Rs. 4-5 per diem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I rise on a point of 
personal explanation, Sir? It is hardly fair to say that the services 
are calculated at Rs. 4-5. What I actually said was that the services 
that are rendered by the members are incalculable and cannot be 
measured by any amount of money, 
c 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIfft Very well, Sir, I stand corrected. 
Why then, I ask, attempt to measure it by such a low standard? I 
would appeal to my European friends to make history in Bengal by 
going with us to the same lobby in our efforts to throw out this proposal. 
There is no sinister meaning behind this amendment of ours. We do 
not want to foil the Ministry or to wipe it out. What is there to pre- 
vent them from voting with us on this amendment? To the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister I shall make a personal appeal to accept this amend- 
ment, notwithstanding the difficulty that lias been created by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. If my appeals are not heeded, if they go in 
vain, T shall use other arguments. I shall ask them to look at the 
matter from another view point. There are 55 of us and if we want to 
take Rs. 150 per month you are offering us, it will make up a total verv 
close on one lakh of rupees every year. Supposing we take that amount 
and pool it, and apply it to Congress and Assembly work — if we did 
that, then those who want to foist this salary on us will be hoisted on 
their Own petard; and it is more than likely that with brains in our 
beads money in our pockets, and determination in between, we shall be 
able to substitute the Ministry by another Ministry of a truly respons- 
ible and democratic character. 

The Hoft’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, T think that in the 

best interests of fair debate all this discussion should now cease. The 
question before the House is a very simple one*, The Government of 
India Act authorizes the payment to the megiflers of eucb salary or 
allowances as may l>e determined by the House. The Hon’bjfo Finance 
Minister introduced this Bill stigge^ting or taking power that the pay- 
ment should he made in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 
Now, Sir, the Act does not lay down that it is obligatory on the 
members to take the money. I can assure my friend, •Mr. Bara da 
Prosanna Pain, that the Accountant-General is not going to sign a < heque 
on ua. Every member has got to submit hia bill^atid if he does not 
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iWmt to take tine money, he will not submit his bill, I find from a 
very .simple calculation that if the members of the Congress group and 
those who are of the same opinion refrain from accepting the salary 
that they ran take when this Act is passed, it will save the public 
revenues something over a lakh of rupees every year. I appeal to my 
friends to come forward and prove their profession of sympathy for 
public economy by refraining from accepting this money (hear, hear). 

Sir, as for my friends on this side of the House, they are very 
honest and frank. They say that most of them have to sacrifice their 
time, their convenience and their business in order to come here and 
attend meetings of this House. There are many of this side, I know 
personally, who are rising lawyers, busy men in the profession whose 
business would he entirely dislocated hv having to att^id the meeting# 
of the Legislative Assembly which will he far more frequent than they 
have been before. In these circumstances, it is very natural that they 
should frankly say that they desire some kind of eompensation. It is 
difficult for those placed in favourable position in life like my friend, 
Mr. Pain, to understand the difficulties of persons who have got to 
make their way in the world under difficulties and under inconveni- 
ences. My friend earns at least Hs. 126 a day. He is one of those to 
whom Rs. 125 is a trifle. Therefore, he is crying down the members 
on this side of the Hon>c merely for uceepting a proposition that they 
should lie paid a certain salary. 


Sir, much has been made of the point by my friends that mv friend, 
the Hon ’hie Mr. Suhrawardy, supported a motion which has countered 
the proposal put forward by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. It j K only 
that Mr. Suhrawardy has pointed out that Government is at liberty to 
accept any suggestion in modification of any original proposition that 
might have tan put forward. The Hill was introduced with certain 
suggestions as a basis for discussion. The discussion has so far shown 
that the majority of the members do want a salary higher than that 
suggested, viz., Rs. 125 a month, and I do not see anything incongru- 
ous or inconsistent if a member of the Government were to sav that he 
personally and in his capacity of a member of this House, would mvhr 
the amendment rather than the suggestion originally put forward by 
the Hon ble Minister in charge of the Bill. 

Sir.w regard r out or two. remarks made regarding the apeech of 
mj young friend yr; Hahsim, I can only remind the House that all 
that my fnend meant was that member* in coming to this House have 
got to make certain sacrifices, whiah retire compensation. This may 
no true* in all cases, *but it is true inithe majority of capes; and if is 
from a consideration of the condition of the majority that a conclusion 
. ^ arrived at. I submit, therefore, that the point is a very 

srtnpleone, and I pray that the House will consider it just as a simple 
proposition should be considered, vis., solely from the point of view of * 
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the necessities of the day, and that they will allow the Bill to be 
passed, leaving it entirely to those who are so minded, in the interests 
of economy , not to accept the salary. Those , however, who frankly 
admit that they cannot do without a salary will take it. The Account- 
ant-General, Bengal, will be quite unconcerned as to who submits a 
salary bill or who does not. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN. On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon' hie the Chief Minister was not entitled to pry into my private 
affairs and to say that I was earning Rs. 150 and more a day, as this 
will set the Income-tax Officers on my trail! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I have seen him earning 

more than Its. 150 a day, Sir. 

AFTAB ALI : May 1 rise, Sir, on a point of information? The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour said the other 
day 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You cannot ask for information 
on a point which lius l>een disposed of already. You ought to have put 
your question immediately after the statement was made. I think the 
whole purpose of conducting legislative business here will be stultified 
if I were to permit information to be given on a speech which was 
delivered partly yesterday and purtly to-day. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : May I rise, Sir, on a 
poiut of another information? May I ask the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister just to make it clear w ? hat has happened since the introduc- 
tion of the Members’ Emoluments Bill yesterday which has made the 
consideration of the convenience of the majority of members so supreme 
in the eyes of Government ?. 

Th» Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Perhaps, I may be permit- 
ted to answer the question that has been put. All I can say is that 
after the introduction of the Bill there has been a party meeting of the 
Coalition Group, and there we found that there were differences of 
opinion on this matter. The majority of the .members were of the 
opinion that Rs. 150 per month would be a lair figure. So, Govern- 
ment agreed to this sum. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI^ RANJAN 8ARKER: S ir, tbe ^ 
object of introducing this Bill was to create an opportunity for the 
members of this legislature to discuss and decide what effect, if any, 
could be given to the provision of section 72 of the Governmeot’of India 
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Act. It is entirely in the hands of members to fix a higher salary, a 
lower salary, or provide no salary at all. [Mrs. Hasina Murshed: 
Even Rs. 2,000 (laughter).] Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha must have 
been inspired by a very noble ideal of simplicity in bringing forward 
his amendment. Mr. Sinha has himself in his private life conformed 
to this ideal of simplicity. After all, every one of us cannot shape 
our lives in the way he has done; otherwise his appeal would have 
received more sympathy and response. But, Sir, in the prevailing 
conditions of the world such simplicity is a very difficult thing to 
achieve. I take his amendment with all the respect that 1 can 
bestow on it, because I find that he himself has conformed to the 
ideal which he w’ants to set up by his amendment. But, Sir, I am 
reluctant to give any serious consideration to the appeal of my friend 
Mr. P. N. Bauer jee. In the last debate on the Ministers* salaries also 
Mr. Bnnerjee proposed that the Ministers should not get moie than 
Rs. 500 j»or month, f am reluctant to set up a standard which 1 my- 
self cannot conform to. T know of institutions and places where 
Mr. Banerjee has got some influence, and I also know of cases where, 
though lie himself can determine tilings, lie has allowed even part-time 
professors larger emoluments than lie is pleased to prescribe for the 
Ministers who are responsible for the entire administration of this 
province. 


Mr# PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Hon’hle the Finance Minister should he sure of his farts before he 
makes any statement on the floor of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: If that is necessary, 

while discussing the budget items, I shall lav the whole accounts of the 
institution before the Hou|f to show that there are men who earn »>y 
part-time service in that institution a larger sum that what 
Mr, Banerjee has proposed for the Ministers, in addition to being 
allowed to proceed with their normal avocations. Let this he remem- 
bered, Sir, that only for this part-time service, these gentlemen are 
given emoluments more than what he has proposed for the Ministers 
for their whole-time and onerous duties. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Fndeterred by these 
threats* Sir, I shall invite that discussion'from the Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister. 

The HOfl’bft Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: If in the selection 
of representatives for 4he people only 4 men like Mr. Sinha are to lie 
sought, then I think, Sir, the field of choice will he very much narrowed 
down, and* I do not think proper representation can ever be 
obtained for the different classes and communities. Then Mr. Sinha 
and some other members have rained the question of District Boards' 
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and municipalities where the members are unremunerated . In District 
Boards and municipalities, those who are in charge of "the administra- 
tion of those institutions, generally live in their places of profession 
and business. But here they have to come to an expensive metropolis 
to discharge their duties, not for one day or for two days, but for 
months on end. Under these circumstances, therefore, — under the 
prevailing conditions of our society — it is very difficult for members to 
devote themselves to this sort of duty without any compensation for 
their services. If, Sir, all of us could have been inspired by the noble 
example of my friend Mr. Sinha — certainly labour of love is very 
ennobling and nothing ran he more ennobling than service of the 
country — it would have been all to the good. But under the present 
condition of society, as I have said, I think money has got some value, 
and it is no use«aot recognizing that fact. 

Some members have complained that it will cost an enormous 
amount of money. If the amount that we have ourselves put down in 
the Bill is passed, I think the additional expenditure will he 
Rs. 2,35,000 more than what it should he under the existing rules and 
conditions. If, however, the amendment of my friend Mr. Hashemy, 
is accepted by this House, I think the oost will he Rs. 4,00,000 in 
excess of the present expenditure under this head. So, considering 
all the circumstances, this matter will depend entirely on the House. 
If they think that no salary is necessary, we have nothing to say. If, 
on the other hand, .some members think that a higher salary is neces- 
sary than what we have provided in the Bill, then we shall have no 
option in (he matter hut to agree to it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point bf information, 
Sir. As the Hon 'hie the Finance Miuister has resumed his seat, may 
I know from him through you what exactly he is moving ? Is he 
moving for a salary of Rs. 125 or Rs. 150 a month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I have moved 
the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T th ink that so far as the Government attitude is 
concerned, they stick to (lie Bill and leave the Opposition to accept 
the amendments or not, and that Government will accept their decision 
in this matter. I think that is the attitude of the Treasury B*mch. 

4 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I inquire, Sir, on 
which side the Government wifcj vote on these motions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is, of course, more than I can say. 

I might say that I will first put before the House the amendment of 
Srijut Manindra Bbusan Sinha, which is farthest from the Govern- 
ment's proposal, inasmuch as it proposes that there should be no salary 
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at all. After that I will put the ‘amendment of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy, whiclr is next furthest, via., the one which proposed to 
increase the emoluments to Rs. 250 per month, and lastly, I will put 
Maulvi Ahul Hashira’s amendment for Rs. 150 per month. 

Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinlia’s amendment that clause 3 be 
omitted was then put and a division was asked for by the Leader of 
the Opposition.* 

(The division bell rang and the members assembled, when 
Mr. Speaker read out the amendment and again a division was culled.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In order to economize the time of the House I 
shall exercise the power which is vested in me, viz., I would request 
those gentlemen who are in favour of the amendment* to rise in their 
seats so that a count may be made of their number. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08ES May not the names be recorded, 
Sir?" 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I have heard your point, that you desire that 
the names should h< recorded. The rule, us it stands now, does not 
make any su< h provision 1 he rule says that the Speaker may in his 
discretion, instead of taking voles as provided for in 'Mb), call upon 
the members, who claim a division, to rise in their seats, and thereafter 
the other members also to rise in their seats, and take u count or direct 
the division to be taken ill rough the lobbies in the manner provided 
in Mb). There is, therefoie, no provision for names being recorded, 
but I might my without being misunderstood that in future 1 shall 
follow the convention that whenever I find that the number of members 
who claim a division is over (>0, i.c., nearly one-fourth the total number 
of members, I will ask a division to be taken through the usual method, 
because it is a fair number. But when the number is less than GO, as 
in the present case, being only 57, I will not ordinarily follow the 
usual method. r i hat is the principle I am following* for the time 
being. It you have anything more to say, will you please see me in 
my chamber ? I may again repeat that, under the rules, there is no 
provision for names to be recorded. 

Mr. jlOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA. #1 think, Sir, that the number 

has been fixed foj certain purposes at 42, and that has been done not 
without some sort ot calculation. Generally speaking, one-sixth of 
the total uumber of members is taken, afid the framers of the Code have 
also provided for 42 members as the qjiota for an adjournment motion 
to be considered for admission. May I suggest to you, Sir, that if the 
number i$ b81ow 42 then no division through the lobbies may be granted, 
btit that if the number is above 42, it will bt consonant with the scheme 
of the Act to fix the uumber at 42? ~ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, I shall be very glad to discuss the 
matter with you and consider your point if you would please cope to 
my chamber; but for the time being I declare that the Noes have it, 
as I find that the the number of those who are in favour of the amend- 
ment is only 57. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a 'point of order, 
Sir. In the matter of a division by count it has been noticed that 
members constantly rise and resume their seats in the course of the 
count, and, therefore, as regards the number of votes cast on any one 
side, there may be great doubt as to the exact number. 

Mf. 8PEAKER: I would ask Mr. Dutta Mazumdar to read the 
rules before he Vaises such a point of order again. 

The amendment of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin llashemy was, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall now put the motion of Babu Prem Hari 
Burma to simplify the procedure, as it is noil-contentious. 

Bttbu Prem Hari Burma’s amendment that in clause -i, in the last 
line, after the words “per mensem,” the words “with effect from the 
date on which he takes his oath” be added, was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall now put the amendment of Maulvi Abul 
Hashim, that in clause *5, in line 2, for the words “one hundred and 
twenty-five” the words “one hundred and fifty” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to 


Clause 3. 

The motion that clause d, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


{Adjourn merit.) 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{ After adjournment.) 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I Hake up the next item, I might aay that 
my attention has been drawn fo the method bf taking divisions and 
•Iso to certain Parliamentary practices in connection therewith. I have 
considered the matter in the light of these facts, end while it is within 
the rights of the Speaker to accept or not to accept a division, on the 
ground that it is of a dilatory or obstructive or frivolous nature, I feel 
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that it would probably meat the wishes of the House if I ruled that, 
although discretion is retained to the Speaker as to the method of 
division to be adopted, t.e., to decide whether a division will be by 
show of hands or not, if a section of the House claims a division, I 
will henceforth follow the practice of having the names of the members 

voting recorded. I propose to do so in the future. 

• 

The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. «I . N. Basu has 

given his written consent. But it has not been possible to obtain the 
consent of Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswumi and I)r. Sannullah. In view 
of the representation made bv the Leader of the Opposition, Govern* 
ment have agreed to add two more names from the opposition. So I 
am prepared to accept a short-notice amendment if upu permit it to 
be moved from the other side in which three names from the Opposition 
will be suggested, and I hope that you will permit the inclusion of one 
other member from our side in place of Dr. Sanaullah. In that case 
the Select Committee will consist of 18 members instead of If). As far 
as the Select Committee itself is concerned, I am sure that the House 
does not expect me to make a lengthy statement on it. It is necessary 
that the rules and the standing orders should be amended and the most 
convenient method of doing this is to appoint u Select Committee. 
After the House has received the Select Committee’s report if the 
members so inclined, they can go into it section by section, clause by 
clause. 

Mf. SPEAKER : I nder the circumstances, two names will be 
omitted because their written consent has not been obtained — Dr. Sana- 
ullah and Mr. lulsi ( handra (ioswami. Now*, u short-notice amendment 
will be moved which Government will accept. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I beg to move a short-notice amend- 
ment that the names of the following members: — 

Rai Harendra Nath Choudhuri, 

Mr. Prainatha Nath Banerjee, 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

be added to the Korn m ft tee. 

The Hpil’bb Khwijji Sir NAZIMUDDINs We accept the amend- 
ment. # • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know what* name you want to include 
from your group. 
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Thl Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Khan Bahadur Abdur 
Rahman. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do I take it that all other amendments are either 
disposed or withdrawn? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I be£ to move that 
the names of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed and Mr. Bankim Mukerji be 
added to the Select Committee. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Have you prot their written consent? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then, I am afraid, I shall not be able to accept 
your amendment. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have got their verbal 
consent. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That is no ground for accepting your amend- 
ment. You know that this is the ground on which Sir Nazimuddin’s 
motion had to be postponed. I think that when a member proposes 
a name he must declare that he has got the written consent of t lie 
member. Unless you lay down a definite procedure that in every case 
a written consent will have to be handed over, difficulties may arise. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR : 1 should like to know 

whether there is any such definite rule. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It has all along been the convention every- 
where that no motion for select committee can be moved unless the 
written consent of the member is given. I am afraid I cannot change 
it, aud 1 cannot accept your amendment unless you are able to show 
the written consent of the members. Sir Nazimuddin has had to omit 
the names of Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami and Dr. Sanaullafc on the 
ground that he has not been able to get their written consent and that 
written consent can be obtained up to the stage when one moves the 
motion. Unless you are able to hand over to me their written consent, 
it is very difficult for me to accept your amendment. 

Tht Hon’bU Khwaji 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Actually the motion was 
postponed to enable us to obtain the written consent of the members 
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named. Mr. Niharendu Dutta Maiumdar was here and he heard what 
was going on. 

Mr. NIRARENDU DUTTA MAIUMDAR: I heard there was some 
doubt as to whether actual consent was given by any member. No 
question of written consent arose at that time. 1 do not think written 
consent is necessary. I understood that only consent is necessary. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou have given notices of amendments in every 
one of which we have been asking for the written consent of the mem- 
bers before the amendment is moved and it is the Parliamentary 
practice throughout. The House must know definitely whether these 
people are willing to serve. You need the decision *of the House. 
Supposing a member does not agree to serve after giving verbal consent, 
the House cannot be expected to take a speculative venture. So you 
must have something to show before the House that, the written consent 
is there. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, if you will permit 
me, I shall obtain their written consent and hand that over to you now. 
The members named aie in the Chamber. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. B. MUKERJi: I have given my consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I musf have a written document. 

Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMAT8INCKA: May 1 know if the 
written consent of Mr. J. N. Basu has been obtained ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I have got it. 

The motion of Dr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion of thq Ilon’ble Khwaju Sir Nazim- 

uddin as amended was then put and agreed to. 

• • 

The Bengal legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1937. 

* • 

Mr. SPEAKER: We wiU now proceed with clause 4. 
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Milflvi ABUL HASHIM: I beg to move that for clause 4 the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“4. Subject to such conditions as may be determined by rules made 
under this Act : — 

(a) there shall be paid to the members not ordinarily resident 
within such distances, as may be prescribed by the rules 
made under this Act, of the place at which their attendance 
is required in connection with their duties as members — 

(i) daily allowance at the rate of Rs. 10 per diem, 

(it) travelling allowance for journey by rail or steamer at 
the rate of one and a half times first class fare, and 
(Hi) foad mileage allowance at such rates as may be fixed by 
rules made under this Act ; and 

(h) there shall be paid to all members conveyance allowance for 
attending meetings at the rate of Rs. 2-8 per diem.” 


Srijut MAN INDR A BHU8AN SINHA: I beg to move that in 
clause 4, in line 2, after the word “Act,” the following words be 
inserted, namely; — “and approved by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly;” to move that in sub-clause (a) of clause 4, in line 3, after 
the words “under this Act,” the words “and approved by the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly” be inserted; and to move that in sub-clause ( ii ) 
of clause 4 (a), in line 3, after the words “this Act,” Khe words “and 
approved by the Bengal Legislative Assembly” be inserted and 
in sub-clause ( h ) of clause 4, in line 3, for* the words “first class,” the 
words “third class” be substituted; and in sub-clause (b) of clause 4, 
in line 4, for the words “lowest class,” the words “third 
class” be substituted; and in sub-clause (b) of clause 4, 
in line 7, for the words “three maunds,” the words “one maund” be 
substituted. 

(The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motions.) 


Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMAT8INCKA j On 4 a point of order, 
Sir. The Act has been proposed to take effect from the 1st of April 
and section 72 of the Government of India Act says: “Members of 
Provincial Legislative Assemjrlies and Legislative Councils shall be 
entitled to receive such salaries and allowances as may from time to 
time be determined by Act of the Provincial Legislature, dnd until pro- 
vision in that respect is so made, allowances at such rates and upon 
such conditions as were immediately before the commencement of thia 
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Part of this Act applicable in the case of members of the Legislative 
Council of the Province/' So long as this Assembly does not pass this 
Bill tliey ,will be entitled to allowances at such rates as were in force 
before. If* this Act comes into force from the 1st April and if the 
allowances as proposed by the mover of the amendment, Mr. Hashira, 
are different from the allowances in force, will he be in order in moving 
the amendment P 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact whether a particular amend* 
ment is in order or not 1 am to see. If it is inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Government of India Act, 1 will certainly look into 
the matter. My personal impression was that this Act cannot have 
•retrospective effect. But I hove taken legal advice and the legal 
advice was that it can have and in that vie% I have to 
revise my opinion. I appeal to the House not to pursue 
a matter like this any more. No better issue could have been raised 
than what you have raised in the Minister's Salary Bill. 

Two sets of amendments have been moved. One is an entire 
substitution changing the whole character and another is a modifica- 
tion. So, following the principle which 1 have been following, namely, 
that which is at the farthest distance should be put first, I am putting 
Mr. Abul Hashim* amendment as this is in the nature of substitution, 
and it this motion is carried all the amendments of Sri jut Manindra 
Bhusan Sinha will not arise but if it is rejected then all the amend- 
ments of Sri jut Manindra Bhusan Sinha will arise. 

The amendment of Muulvi Abul Hashim was put and agreed to. 

The motioif that clause 4 as amended stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 5. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (/) of clause 5, in line tf, after the words “of this Act,” the 
words “and submit the said rules to the Bengal legislative Assembly, 
as soon as made, for its approval” be added; and in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 5, after the words “may make rules,” the words “and submit the 
said rules to the Bengal Legislative Assembly, as soon as made, for its 
approval” be inserted. 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: I beg tq move that in clause 5 (2) (a), 
in line 2, after the words “daily allowance” the words “and conveyance 
allowance” be inserted. 

, Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: I beg to move that clause b(2)(e) be 
omitted. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS There are two seats of amendments— one is that 
of Srijut Maniudra Bhusan Sinha who wants in both these cases to 
submit the rules to the Legislative Assembly and the other moved by 
Mr. Abul Hashim who wants to add certain words. He wants to delete 
6 (2) (c) as a necessary corollary of the amendment which has been 
accepted. So I have first formally to put 5 (2) (c) which follows as a 
matter of course owing to the acceptance of clause 4.* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The amendment moved by Maulvi Abul Hashim that in clause 
b(2)(a) in line 2, after the words “daily allowance” the words “and 
conveyance allowance” be inserted was put and agreed to. 

The amendments moved by Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha were 
put and lost. « 

The motion that clause 5 as amended stands part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

The motion that the Preamble stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move 
that the Bill, as settled in Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 16tb 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under die provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 16th August, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present : 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizm, Haque, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 222 elected mmnibers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Contract between the Berhampore Municipality and the Berhampor* 
Electric Supply Company. 

*59. Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: („> Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce Department aware — 

(i) that in June, 193b, a draft of agreement embodying certain 
modifications in the contract between the Berhampore 
Municipality and the Berhnmpore Electric Supply Company, 
was sent for approval of Government as required by section 
21 (2) of the Indian Electricity Act; 

(it) that several reminders have been sent by the Chairman, 
Berhampore Municipality ; 

(Hi) that the draft deed of an agreement referred to in (i) was 
the basis of a settlement of conflict between the Berhampore 
Municipality and the Berhampore Electric Supply Com- 
pany in the matter of extension of street lights; and 

(tr) # that there is a feeling in the town that this delay of more than 
one yagr in # tKe matter of according its approval of the 
drafy deed of agreement is likely to lead electric affairs of 
the town to another crisis, and ^deadlock between the said 
Municipality* and the said Electric Company?, 

(5) la {be Government considering the desirability of according 
tEe approval as contemplated by section 21 (2) of the Indian Electricity 
Act without further delay? 
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Tin Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALIS May I be permitted 
to answer the question in the absence of my colleague, Mr. SuhrawardyP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should think that it would not be* fair to the 
House for a Minister not to be present at the time of answering his 
question. I am quite willing, however, to permit you to answer it 
provided you are prepared to answer supplementary questions as well. 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi 8yed Nausher Ali): («)(/) Such a 
deed was sent. Section 21 (2) of the Indian Electricity Act, however, 
does not require the approval of Government between a local authority 
and an electrical licensee in respect of the supply of electricity for 
Municipal street lamps. 

(it) Reminders have been received. 

(Hi) According to the Municipality the agreement was the basis 
of a settlement of disputes; according to the Berhampore Electric 
Supply Company the draft agreement was inaccurately drawn up. and 
did not wholly embody the terms of settlement. 

( ir ) 1 am not aware of the existence of any such feeling as alleged. 
Government, through its officers, tried to bring about a settlement 
between the parties, but unhappily without success. 

(b) In view of the answer to question (#/) (/>, this question does 
not arise. 


Supplementary questions. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view* of answer (a) (i), 
was the opinion of a lawyer taken by Government on this matter? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I require notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state wdiether the opinion of Government was commu- 
nicated to the Berhampore Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the Hon’ble Minister who has 
assumed the* role of the Hon’ble Minister who was to have replied to 
this question, cannot give suitable replies, may I submit that this 
question should be passed over for the present. 
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Hr. SPEAKER: I think I should pass the question over and wait ^ 
foi Mr. Suhrawardy to answer supplementary questions, 

following supplementary questions were put and answers made 
at a subsequent stage when the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy attended 
the meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy; you should have been present 
at 4-45 p.m. to answer your question. Any member who desires to 
put supplementary questions to question No. 59, has my permission 
to do so now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY • I am sorry I could not 
be present. 

i 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: H as (iovernment sent any reply to the 
reminders that were sent b\ the lJerhampore Municipality. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 want notice. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL : In view of answer (a) (?) , 

was any law \ or consulted in this matter P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. The 
Advocate-General w^as consulted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Was this opinion of the 
Advocate-General communicated to the Municipality f 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It must have been as 
thereafter attempts were made to bring about a compromise between 
the municipality and the Herhnmpore Electric Supply Company. The 
Electrical Advisor as well Us the District Magistrate intervened in the 
matter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I ask whether this opinion 
was really and actually communicated to the Municipal authorities P 

.The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 cannot be more 
dofh&te than what J have already stated. 

Mr s 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of answer (m) t 
was this view # of t*ie Government at all communicated to the 
Municipality P^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have just replied 
that the Electrical Advisor as well as {he District Magistrate attempted 
to interred and bring about a settlement between the municipality and 
the Eledtric Supply Company but unhappily that settlement could not 
be brought about on aocount of differences between the parties. 

16 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of answer (iv), 
what were the disputes for settlement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The disputes were of 
course set down in the letters received by the Berhampore Electric 
Supply Company. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What was* the nature of 
those disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I want notice. But I 
do not think that the House ought to know the nature of the disputes 
between private parties inasmuch as Government is not a party to them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Government con- 
template to revoke the existing license? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That very much 
depends on the ability of the Berhampore Electrie Supply Co. to 
fulfil its obligations. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it in the contemplation 
of Government to cancel or revoke the license*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I have nothing further 
to add to what 1 have* already stated. 

Bridge over the river Dwarka at Ranagram on the Kandi-Berhampore 

road. 

•80. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Is the Rou ble 

Minister in charge ot the Communications and Works Department 
aware that several > ears back a project was made for the construction 
of u bridge over the river Dwarka at Ranagram on the Kandi- 
Berhatnpore road, and that the project advanced so far as the prepara- 
tion of plans, and the* formal laying of foundation by the then 
Minister in charge of the* Department, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Rov, in 
February , 19115 ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the present position of the project; and 

(ii) the reason for the delay? 

MINI8TER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kaaivnbazar): («> Yes. 

(6) It has been decided to increase the width of the bridge from 
10 feet to 18 feet and the design is being modified accordingly. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Government was approached as early as March, 1933, by the 
District Board of Murshidahad for the construction of this bridge}* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbaiarl 

May be so, Sir. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that this item has not been iucludid in this year's budget}* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

It is so, but there would not be any difficulty about finding money for 
the project. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May we have an idea of 
the approximate time by winch tbe mutter will be actually taken lip}* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

The re-designing is proceeding It is ven difficult for me to give an 
idea about the time, hut I expect the bridge to be completed within 
two yeais. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAN YAL : Is it not a fact that the bridge 
received (iovenmient sanction long ago and that the llon'hle Minister 
then in thaige ol tin* Depai tment went over there and actually laid 
t he toundat ion stone !" 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

Yes, Sir. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that in (ho 
budget of 1 money Vas provided for the construction of this 

bridge and in view of that, should not this item have been in the list of 
works now begun and undei construction ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

I am not aware if any provision were made in last year’s budget. 


Jail visitors in Rangpur. 

0 

• 

•81. Babu KBHEfRA NATH 8INCHA: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of tbe Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — • 



(i) names of tbe newly appointed jail visitors in the district of 
Rangpur; and 

* (iY) what consideration weighed in the matter of malring these 

appointments f 
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(6) Is it a fact that some of them are connected with Government 
officials and some of them are Government officers ? 

(c) Who makes the selection? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why 
*the members of the Legislative Assembly of the district have not been 
appointed as such? 

( e ) Are the Government *con sidering the desirability of appointing 
the members of the Legislative Assembly as jail visitors in the future? 

MINI8TER in charge of HOME (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimudcftn): {a) (i) A statement is laid on the 
table. * 

(u) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to rules 55 and 
50 of the Bengal Jail Code, Volume I, a copy of which is in the Library. 

(b) I have no information regarding the connection of any of them 
with Government officials. Under rule 55 of the Jail Code certain 
*iovernment officers are e.r officio jail visitors. 

(r) The Commissioner of the Division. 

(d) and (r) I presume that the Commissioner will in due course 
appoint members of the Legislature to be jail visitors in accordance 
with rule 5(> (/) as amended b\ the substitution of the words “Bengal 
Legislature/* for the words “Bengal Legislative Council.” 

^ tatcmint referred to in the answer to clause (a) n) of starred 7 uestion 

.\o. 67, shotn n fj the names of jail visitors m the district of lianij - 

pur. 

District Jail. Names of visitors. 

Rungpur ... 1. Bui Sarat Chandra Chatterjee Bahadur. 

2. Babu Jogesh Chandra Sarkar. 

Dr. Kedar Nath Bhattaeharya. 

4. Mrs. Smith (Lady Visitor). 

34ub-jnils. 

1. Gaibandha ... 1. Maulvi A. B. M. A. Wahad. 

2. Babu Debendra Nath Roy. 

2 . Nilphamari ... 1 . Babu Haranath Biswas. 

2. Maulvi Eajtlul Karim Choudhury. 

3. Kurigram ... 1. Rai Sahib Jogesh Chandra Roy. 

2. Babu Rajendra lam Bakshi. 
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tabu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (<2) 
and (c), what does the Hou’ble Minister mean by “will in due oourse" ? 
Is he not aware that elections were complete as early as February last 
and that tjiis the month of August ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that Government have changed ifceir language from “Bengal Legis- 
lative Council” to “Bengal Legislature’’ and now Members of the 
Legislature are being appointed. Government have drawn the atten- 
tion of the Commissioner of the Division to the change made and hope 
that they will naturally make nominations accordingly. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : What prevented the Divisional 
Commissioner from making these appointments so long ? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have said the old 
rule contained the words “Bengal Legislative Council" and now it is 
“Bengal Legislature". 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: When was this change madet* 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: How long will the Hon’ble 

Minister take to make up his mind to appoint Members of the Legis- 
lature as Jail Visitors? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I i is for the Commis- 
sioners of Divisions to make nominations and Government have 
nothing to dfl in the matter. We have already written to the Com- 
missioners saung that the\ should nominate members of the 
Legislature. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: When were t lit* Commissioners 
written to about this matter? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the Ifith of June 
last. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: What is the name of the Com- 
missioner of t lie Presidency Division? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ardor, order. T hat can lie found out from the 
current Civil Jjist. $ 

Mr. DHIRENDR&NATH DUTYA: How many Members of the 
Legislature will he appointed in each district? 

• The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
Member to the Jail Code, Volume,!. 
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Appointment of scheduled castes in the office of the District Judge of 

Jessore. 

*02* Mr# RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hobble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to lay 
a statement on the table showing since the 1st January, 1934: — 

(i) the number ©f appointments made by the District Judge of 

J essore — 

(1) to clerical posts, afcd 

(2) to posts other than clerical; 

(ii) the number of members of the scheduled castes appointed with 

their — 

«■ 

(1) names, and 

(2) grades of pa\ ; and 

(in) the number of members of the scheduled castes in — 

(1) the Upper Division, and 
(2i in the Lower Division? 

(b) Have the directions contained in the Circular letter Nos. 8317- 
8342 J., dated t lie Sth November, 1935, of the Secretary, Judicial 
Department , to the District Judge of Jessore been followed so far it 
relates fo fbe members of scheduled castes? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Kossain, Khan 

Bahadur) : («)(/hl) 1<> clerical ]H>sts — 32; and (2) to posts other 

than clerical — T>1. 

( ii) (1) In the clerical posls — 4, viz.,— 

Bnbu Santosh Kumar Mandal, 

Bnbu Uaimla.Nal Das, 

Babu Keshnhlal Sikdar, and 
Babu Birendra Kumar Mandal 

(All in the grade of 11s. 3,W35 — 40 — 4/2 — 08 — 3 2 80.) 

(2) In posts other than clerical — 3, viz., — 
kttsik Lai Biswas, permanent office peon, * 

Bhubun Mohan Biswas temporary probationer process-server, and 
Kauai Lai Uunshi, temporary office peon. , 

(All in the grade of Ha. 13—1/5—17.) 

(hi) (1) Nil. 

(2) 7 (4 appointed since January, 1934). 
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(b) The letter referred to did not contain directions, it asked for 
some # statements and suggestions. The percentage for filling up the 
total number of vacancies in ministerial appointments from members 
of this community tfas laid down later in Government of Bengal Memo- 
randum No. 1)898 A., dated the 21st September, 1986, 4 copy of which* 
is laid on the Library table. Attempts ure being made, as vacancies* 
occur, to bring the percentage employed in the district of Jessore up 
to the required standard. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS; With reference to the last part of 
tin answer, may I know what is the -required standard? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That varies with different appointments. • 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: With inference to tin- last answer, 
do tin (io\emment think i1 desirable to bring the percentage of 
scheduled castes employed 111 districts other than .lessore to the 
required standard!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 
You have put a question about certain appointments in the district of 
Jessore, and I do not think it is fair that v>u should ask a question 
raising a general issue. You can ask any question within the issue 
that has been raised. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: How many of the 82 clerks 

are Muslims ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : OrdeP, order. 1 have already ruled in connec- 
tion with a question which is of a severely restricted nature that no 
other issue should he permitted to be raised, because once it is done, 
it will be very difficult to keep control over such supplementary 
questions. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Minister has said that 
attempts are being made to bring the percentage to the required 
standard; I ask, would the Government be able to come to a final 
decision within tjie calendar \ car !" 

The Hoft’bi* Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It depends* upon how many vacancies occur during the period. 

• « 

Mr. RA6IK LAL BISWAS: Does the Government expect to 
come to a decision within the calendar ^$ar to the percentage of 
scheduled castes employed in the district of Jessore? 
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. Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas : I am afraid your question fixing 
the percentage does not arise because the answer says that the per- 
centage for filling up the total number of vacancies in ministerial 
appointments from members of this community was laid* down in 
Memorandum No. 9898A of 21st September, 1936. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: As regards the Memorandum, the 
answer says that a copy has beeto placed on the Library table . 

Mr.'BPEAKER: Order, order u You will find it on the table. 


Petty cases in the Presidency Police Courts, Calcutta. 

•83. Mr. AFTAB ALI: Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state the average number of 
petty cases daily disposed of in the Presidency Police Courts of Calcutta P 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

316 in dune, 1937. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May I know uho di sposed of these 316 
cases in a day ? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY : May I kno* whether 316 
cases are disposed of daily or in a month? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Daily, Sir. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: 1 have given notice of a motion 
for discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have been flooded with so many adjournment 
motions that I do not know to 1 which I have given my ^consent. 

Dr. d. M. DA8 CUPTA: I have also tabled a similar motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Have you got anything to say, Sir, Nazimuddin, 
about the adjournment motion which is proposed to be moved P 
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Hi* Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As a general principle 
so far # as an adjournment motion is concerned, the question is urgent 
and important only if it is a continuing one. So far as the present 
case is concerned this incident is now over and the House can have 
opportunities of discussing this later on, especially in view of the 
proximity of a discussion on the appropriate grant in the Budget. Then 
it cannot be said that it is of urgent public importance, because the 
incident is past and lias no force at alL The other point is that this 
question is sub ptdice as well. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are there any eases pending in law court*# 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Even if the case is sub judice 
that did not prevent the Press Officer from issuing a f*ress note. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I want to know definitely whether this case is not 
of a continuing charm ter and that, therefore, the motion not in order. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I submit t lint tin* effect of this particular 
Police order whirh lesnlted in that incident is a continuing one and 
that there is alwins the dangei of a recurrence of such happenings. It. 
o the dut\ of this House to give its opinion on an important issue like 
this. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : (hi a point oi order. The 
rule sa\s lhat it must he a mallei of lecent occurrence. It doe* not 
say that it must la- ol .1 continuing charactei. So far as the pi net tee 
of the House m concerned, main adjournment motions were brought 
in the past which arose out of incidents whhh had definitely expired 
and had no continuing effect at all. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: The notification has a continuing 
effect because it says that until this order is withdrawn, etc., etc. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Pule 105, which restricts the 
right to move an adjournment motion says, that the motion must be 
restricted to a specific matter of recent occurrence. That does not mean 
that it must be a continuing one. That means that the occurrence has 
recently taken place. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA &ANYAL: May I draw your attention to page 
247 of May’s Ifarliamenturv Practice, VJth Edition? With reference 
to a reply given by the Hon’ lde Minister for Home Affairs, restrictions 
on motions for adjournment have been# definitely and specifically laid 
down in Ma^’s Parliamentary Practice which is as follows : — 

* That it must raise a single specific matler of recent occurrence and 
as the matter to be discussed must* be of an urgent nature, no notice 



250 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[16th Aug., 


should be given of an intention to resort to the motion on a future 
occasion and if the matter fails to obtain the requisite support ij can- 
not during* the same session be taken up again nor can more than one 
motion for adjournment under the Standing Order be made 'during the 
same sitting of the House. The responsibility of bringing forward a 
subject as a definite matter of urgent public importance rests with the 
member who desires to exercise the right given by the Standing Order, 
and there must be u prima facie case of urgency — a prima facie case 
that is all the restriction that has been plated in the Parliamentary 
Practice obtaining in iireat Britain and not as the Home Minister says, 
that in Great Britain unless a matter is of ♦continuing urgency it cannot 
be taken up. I submit that this is «ts you have yourself laid down a 
few days ago in a ruling that an adjournment motion is of the nature 
of examining dn executive action of Government and if necessary to 
pass a censure on the same specific action ot Government and when a 
matter of tS&t nature conies up it must be n matter which has actually 
happened and is past— a matter which is being brought before the 
House is a (jiiestioii of confidence in the Ministry. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a jioint of personal 

•explanation, Sir. 1 raised the ]>oint lliat the matter should be urgent 
avid that it should lone a continuing effect As the incident is over, 1 
submit that the matter is not uigent, because a censure can be given 
later on. It mukes no difference whether it is taken up this day or a 
week lienee or even later on. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have hoard with all attention boAh the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin as well as the other Speakers on my left as 
legards the jM>int as to whether the motion is in order or not. The 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin raises the contention that the motion 
is not of urgent public importance on the ground that it has been 
actually an accomplished fact uli»udy — an event which is gone by and 
is not going to recur, llis second contention is that this question can 
very well lie discussed during the Budget grants. Both are important 
points to lie considered but 1 think in view of his latter statement he 
does not contend that in so far us the incidents are concerned they must 
be (Hint inning incidents. Anyway, sub-section (2) of section 105 says, 
that an adjournment motion .must be a motion restricted to c specific 
matter of recent occurrence. The interpretation of* the word “occur- 
rence” can only be made on the assumption that it is a past incident, 
and as such. 1 do not think that bis contention is valid on that score. 
He lias also submitted that this is not a matter of urgent importance 
on the grouud that if is not continuing. 1 am afraid that also is a 
•oon tent ion which win not be accepted in the specific case. ’ There may 
be circumstances in a particular case w*here it woitld be desirable 'to 
liold that a matter is not of urgent public importance, on the ground 
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that lire indident is past and gone, but the motion as it has been'drafted 
raised prima facie a question of urgent public importance arid as far as 
I have seen the decisions on this point the Speaker cannot gt> beyond 
the purport ot the resolution itself and the Sjieaker has to be satisfied 
as to whether on the jwper before him an/I urgent public question has 
been raised or not. In view of that 1 hold that this is a matter which 
refers to a specific matter ot re< «*it occurrence. The only contention 
is whether this is a matter which «*«« he discussed during Budget grant. 
Unfortunately there is no assurance that this can at all he *Uken up 
during Budget grant, because the priority will deynuid on ballot and 
there have been decisions berth m the 4 'entry 1 Legislature as well as :n 
Parliament, that even Ihotigli a matter itiuld he dismissed during Budget 
grant, the fact that it i> not prninhlc will determine whether it can he 
discussed or not. In \ie\* ot that and in view ot the fact lliat the mover 
has t>rimn fane made up bis point that ibis is a matter of urgent public 
im]K>rtanee. it is not for the SjKaker to nile it out on t he aground of 
being not urgent public imjMu tame. I hold that this is in order and 
I will now have to ask the leaw* of the House. Those gentlemen who 
are in favour of leave being granted will kindh rise in their seats. 

(The memliers rose and the count was taken.) 

1 find more than ot) has stood and in view of that 1 propose to take 
the matter up punctually at (> oMock. 

(A member to the left enquired in Bengali as to the fate of his 
motion.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: So far as \our adjournment motion, is concerned, 
it has been rule*! out on the giound that there is already one adjourn- 
ment motion fixed for to-day and there is another reason why I have 
ruled it out, numeh, your occurrence relates to an incident which took 
place on 17th July last. I do not think that a matter, which occurred 
on the 17th July, can 1 h» considered as of urgent public importance 
to he discussed to-day. Unless you follow in conformity with the rules 
and unless you get the S|>euker\s consent. \ou cannot discuss a matter. 
And I have not given my consent. I might inform the House that 
there are several adjournment motions relating to this matter which 
have been ruled out. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Legislature (Removal of 'disqualifications) Bill, 1037. 

The Hon’ble KhwaJaSir NAZIMUDftlN: Sir, I beg to* introduce a 
Bill to declare that the holders of certain offices of profit under the 
Crown in India shall not he disqualified for* membership of the Bengal 
Legislature. 
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I also beg to move that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Sir, it is a very simple Bill just to take powers to enable the 
members of this House to hold certain specified offices such as Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries and Under-Secretaries. It is also to enable certain 
persons who are employees of State Railways who would ordinarily be 
eligible for membership but owing to the Act they cannot be unless 
'the disqualification is specially removed. The third* class of people 
are those who are in receipt of fees or salaries from Government such 
as Government Pleaders and other classes. 

These are the three classes of people. The Bill only enables members 
to continue as members of this House in spite of the fact that they are 
in receipt of salaries from Government. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, Speaker, Sir, I have 
not got consent of all the members and I am awaiting your decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: M\ d ecision is quite definite, specific and clear, 
that is, you cannot mo\e the names for which you have not received 
consent. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May 1 he permitted to 
road over the najnes? 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^ on can do so of those jiersons whose consent you 
have received. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 hog to move that 
the Bill he referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

Mr. Kira n Kankur Roy, 

Dr. Nalinaksha Xnnynl, 

Khan Bahadur Hashem A 1 i Khan, 

Maulvi Abu Hnssain Sarkar, and myself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The name of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar is not 
there. I am sorn I must rule this motion out because you did not give 
to the Secretary any consent of these members. I am quite prepared 
to take even non it you are willing to give it^ now. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I cannot give you, Sir. 

'i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, you should not have wasted the 
time of the House in this way. 

The motion that clause 1 stands part of the Bill was put and agrfeed 

to. 
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Miiltvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that in full-clause (a) 
of clause 2, in lines 1 and 2, the words “or a Parliamentary Under- 
secretary” be omitted. 


(The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motion.) 


Tll« Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, by having a provision 
in the Bill that •Parliamentary Secretaries and Parliamentary Under* 
Secretaries may be appointed does not mean that Government will 
necessarily appoint Parliamentary Secretaries and Under-Secretaries. 
It only enables them to do so if they find it necessary. Sir, the members 
can have no idea of the difficulties we are having here in carrying 
without any assistance. May 1 cite one example which lias happened 
just now? Because the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawurdy arrived a few minutes 
late there was difficulty in answering a question. Supjfising he hud a 
Parliamentary Secretary here the latter could have answered for him 
and there would have been no reason for inconvenience to members in 
receiving a reply. May I again point out. Sir, that owing to the fact 
that we have the l pper House and the Lower House the Ministers at 
the present time have got to attend both these Houses. We have 
started from 2-1') to-day and without practically any interruption we 
will have to go on till 1 ()--{() with hardly any time either for tea or for 
dinnet — Sir, that i» the point of view I would ask the House to consider. 
After all if Government were to appoint Parliamentary Secretaries And 
Under-Secretaries in such numbers or on such salaries that the House 
did not approve of, it would he a matter on which Government could be 
censured. This Bill only enables the Government, if they feel it 
necessan and if they can justify before tlie legislature the necessity 
for appointing* Parliamentary Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, and 
then and then only this question will arise. This is all that this Bill 
requires. Of course, so mu^h has been said about what takes place in 
England, but it is to he noted that apart from the Parliamentary 
Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, they also have Honorary Secretaries 
or unpaid Parliamentary Secretaries. So in this case this Bill only 
gives t lie Government the right to he able to appoint Parliamentary 
Under-Secretaries and I hope the House will support this Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I propose, if possible, to dispose of this Bill 
before 6 o’clock. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim that in sub-clause (h) of clause 
2 in lines I and 2| the #ords “or a Parliamentary Under-Secretary” be 
omitted, was ppt. # 

After Mr. Speaker declared the motion to he lost, Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim stood up and saiS that he claimed a Division. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Generally I expect the member in whose name the 
motion stands to rise up and shout “Division.” Certainly the House do 
not expect me to look on all sides to see who stands up. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I have your permission, Sir, to 
move the next amendment on behalf of Mr. Surendra Mohon Moitra 
who has authorised me to do so? 


Mr. 8PEAKER. As there are other speakers, you might formally 
move it. 

Maulvi Abdul llakim and Mr. Abdul Karim did not move the 
amendment. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL.S Sir, 1 shall be as brief as possible. 
I beg to move that sub-clause ( b ) of clause 2 be omitted. 

Sir, my reasons are very simple. I find here that people, who are 
not whole- tim« officers but who at the same time receive some amount 
ol fee or salary, might be permitted to be members of the legislature. 
1 think this is very wrong in principle. We know by expei ience that 
Public Prosecutors in various districts, although the)' are not whole- 
time Government servants, come under this category and have very often 
gone very much beyond reasonble limits in helping t lit? cause of certain 
candidates and ottering themselves for candidature in vaiious local 
bodies and even in the legislature. 1 also feel that il there be patronages 
for such of them as wilt be m this House and there be also remuneration 
for them from different directions, then (iovernment would have ample 
opportunity of winning over certain memheis to their side. In view of 
these dangers I beg to move that this sub-clause be omitted. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, f beg to move that in sub-clause (ft) of 
clause 2, in line 1, alter the words “an office" the words •other than that 
of Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors'’ be inserted. 

Sir, 1 have exactly the same reasons ?u support of my motion. It 
has been found horn experience that Government Pleaders and Public 
Prosecutors often stand in different constituencies as candidates and as 
a result they always get the support of all Government officials, although 
Government officials are not allowed to take part in these matters. I 
find also that an exemption was made in the ease of the President of the 
Improvement Trust, all hough he is a whole-time officer drawing a fat 
salary. I have not luought hint in, because 1 want to exclude Govern- 
ment Pleaders ami Public Prosecutors now. 1 do not want to take up 
any' more of your time, Sir, but 1 think that l)r. Sauyal has vefy rightly 
pointed out that in matters like this these persons should not be allowed 
to stand. • 

The HofPble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it will be a great 

mistake to accept this amendment as it will debar persons dike Govern- 
ment Pleaders and Public, Prosecutors who bold a certain amount of 
influential position in the districts with local knowledge and experience. 
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These are the type of men you want in the legislature. If they can 
afford the time and sacrifice on their part, 1 do not think it advisable 
that they should be debarred. Therefore I think the amendments that 
have been moved not be accepted. Besides, if I may point out, 
this Bill enables also Indian Territorial Officers or officers in the India 
Army and Reserve of Officers to be qualified for election and if this 
ainendmfent be jurepted, they will also be debarred from becoming 
members of the Legislative Assembly. Therefore, 1 submit that the 
House will reject all the amendments that have been moved. 

The motion of Mr. l\ Banerji was put and a division ^cjaiuied. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Would it not be bettei to have a division on the 
deletion clause!'' It is much bettei to leave this motioifuml to have a 
Division on the other, but it is entirely a matter for you to decide. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, we have already claimed tt 
division over Mr. Banerjfs motion. 

On the motion being put it was declared to be lost. „ 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ordei, oidei. 1 might just inform the House that 
if the House accepts the amendment of Mr*. Bttnerji, then h\ implica- 
tion they decide on the letention of the clause, because you cannot 
incorporate something into a patticular sub-clause without deciding 
that that sub-clause should be retained. So, I might tell the House 
definitely tlu^, so far i)i. SaiivaPs motion is concerned, if 
Mr. 1\ Baneiji’s amendment is carried, amendment No. a will not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. You had 
previously given the ruling 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 wanted to know whether if I put 
amendment No. •) to division --personally 1 did not exjiec.t a division ou 
this motion, hut on the other motion — then I would have to puhomaxid*' 
merit No. 8 of Mr. P. Banerji to vote first. 


Or. NALINAK8HA%ANYAL: I can assure you, Sir, that I shall 
not call a division on my amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I srfall put amendment No. 5 firat, 
vii., that pui>-clause ( b ) of clause 2 be omitted. 

The motion was put and lo«t. 
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Then Mr. P. Banerji’s motion, that in sub-clause (b) of clause 2, in 
line 1, after the words “an office’ ’ the words “other than that of Govern- 
ment Pleaders and Public Prosecutors” be inserted, was put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result : — 


AYE8. 


AMal Hakim, Maalvi. 

AMal MaJM, Maalvi. 

AMal Wall Ml, Maalvi. 

AM Haotaln larkar, Maalvi. 

AMI ratal, Mr. Md. 

Banorjoo, Mr. P. 

Banorjoo, Mr. Pramatka Hath. 

Banorjl, Mr. Satya Prtya. 

Bannorjoo, Mr. Maa#raa|an. 

Rain, Mr. Saftfoh K*.nar. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Bdblnda Chandra. 

Slaw at, Mr. Ratik Lai* 

Blawat, Mr. taraairallath. 

Boss, Mr. sarat Chandra. 

Ahakrabarty, Baba Narondra Narayaa. 
Ohakrabarty, Mr. Jatlndra Nath. 
Ohattapadhyay, Baku Haripada. 
Ohawdharl, Ral Harandra Nath. 
Ohlppandala, Mr. 4 . 

Oat BaM Mahlm Chandra. 

Dat, Baba Radhanath. 

Dat Svpta, BaM Khaytndra Nath. 
Oat Qupta, Or. 4 . M. 

Oat Bapta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Oalal, Mr. Harandra. 

Oatta, Mr. lakumar. 

Datta Bapta, Mitt Mira. 

Oatta Mazamdar, Mr. Nlharanda. 
Cmdadul Hapaa, Nazi. 

Bhota, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Bapta, Mr. Joytth Chandra. 


Bapta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Hasan All Chawdhary, Mr. tyad. 
Hlmatalnyka, Mr. PmbMdnyal. 
dalaladdln Hatha my, Mr. lyod. 

Jonah AN Majamdar, Maalvi. 

Kabiraddia Khaa, Khan Sahib. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Ohnadra. 

Kanda, Mr. NithHba Nath. 

Maitl, Mr. Nlkan|a Bahari. 

Majamdar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 

Mazamdar, Mr. Blrandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Manlruzzaman Itlamabadi, Maalana Md. 
Maqbul Hotain, Mr. 

Makar]!, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayaa. 
Mnkharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharjl, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 

Mulilck, S ri jut Ashutaih. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Protan na. 

Ramlzaddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Kamar Bhlb Bhakbaraawar. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrlahna. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Klthorl Patl. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Banyal, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

Banyal, Mr. Batanka Sakhar. 

San, Baba Nayandra Nath. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhatan. 

Bar, Mr. Harandra Kamar/ 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOE8. 


Abdal Aziz, Maalana Md. 

Abdal Bari, Maalvi. 

Abdal Halz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdal Mbit Mia, Mr. 

Abdal Hdkoom, Mr. 

.AMal Hakim Vlkramparl, Mr. Md. 

Abdal Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdal Mar, Mr. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdal Latlf Biswas, Maalvi. 

Abdal Majid, Mr. Syod. 

Abdal Wabab Khaa, Mr. 

Abdatta-al Mahmood, Mr. 

AMar Rahman, Khaa Bahadar, A. P. M. 
Abdar Rawbid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdar Rathood. Maalvi Md. 

Abdar Raat, Ktan Bahlb M— IdB. 

Abdal Raat, Mr. Bhab. 

Abdaa tabood, Maalvi Ml. ^ 
Abldar Ron Cbowdhory, Kbaa BMaddr. 


Abul Hotain. Mr. Abmod. 

Ahul Qaatom, Maalvi. 

Attab Hotain Joardar, Maalvi. 

Ah mod All, Kbaa saMb Maalana Eaayotpart 
Abmod All Mridba, Maalvi. 

Abmod Hotala, Mr. 

Alfazvddln Abmod Kbaa Bahadar. 

AmiaaHah, Maalvi. 

Amir AH, Md. Mia. 

Armstraai, Mr. W. L. 

AohrataH, Ur. M. • 

Atimaddia Ah mod, Mr. 

Aalad Hottala Khaa, Maalvi. 

Azhar AU, Maalvi. 

Barat AH, Mr. Md. 

Barm a, Baba Prombari. 

Barma, Mr. PaopaJH. 

Borman, Baba tfpoadraRatb.* 

Bata, Baba Jalladri Bath. 

Biswas, Baba Laksbari Barapaa. 


BampbaB, tlr Boo m, Kt 
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Mart* !• A. 

C oop*. Mr. C. 8. 

CroodRMd, Hr. k. M. 

PmAdMMntfn. 

Dos, Mr. Kirtt Bkmi. 

on, Mr. M«wka. 

Dus, Qoba Otlniri Rath. 
liHr, Mr. Upaodraaatb. - 
rvM Ran WaMliry. Mr. M. 
rarlnt taw Kkiata, t«f orf. 

Paata! Hag, tbn Hoo’Me Mr. A. K. 
fallal Qoadir, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi. 

Pazfar Rahman, Mr. 

Patior Rahman Maktoar, Mr. 

Rlasaddin Afcatl Choadhary, Mr. 

Ralaai Sararar Hosaiai, Mr. Ifeah I pad. 

Bri fifths, Mr. C. 
fiaraag, Mr. Dambtr tlafb. 

HaMballab, tM Hen'bit Naaak Bahadar K., af 
Dacca. 

Haflzoddln Choadhary, Maalvi. 

Hamiaddin Alima*, Khan Sahib. 

Haaaaaxiaman, Maalvi M*. 

Haihtm All Khan, Khan Bahadar. 

Hasten Martha*, Mrt. 

H stem ally Jemadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. Oavi*. 

Ispabani, Mr. M. A. H. 
dasimaddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiraddia Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kaxam All Mirxa, Sabibxada Kavan dab Syad. 
MacLavchlan, Mr. 0. B. 

M a <Uaddin Ohaadhary, Maalvi. 

Macairt, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtib, Maharajkumar, Uday Chand. 

Mahtabaddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar. 

Mandat, Mr. AmHta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Rankn Bthari. 

Mandal, Mr. Rirat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chdhdra. 

Mandal, Mr. degondra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Praia*. 

Milas, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. R. 

Mllae-Robertsen, Mr. C.C.L 
Mahsin All, Mr. Md. 

Marian, Mr. 6. 

Moslem Ali Mallah, Maalvi. 


Ma t a m asoi Hag, MaaM Md. 

Mnhammad Atxai, Khan SftM* Manhri Syed. 
Mohammad AN, Khan Rahodnr. 

Mohammad Ihrahim, Maalvi. 

Mohammad Itbagae, Maalvi. 

Mohammad IsraU, Maalvi. 

Mahammad Siddtgae, Dr. lyoi 
a Mahammad Sotaimaa, Mr. 

M a Hick, Mr. folia Rohary. 

Masharraff Hastate, the Non'bis Nawab, Khaa 
Bahadar. 

Mastagaswal Hague, Mr. lysd. 

Mastota All Dtpan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, tbs Hsn'Mt Maharaja trie Chandra, of 
Kasimbaiar. » 

Nasarallah, Nawabtada K. 

Mother All, tbs Non'bis Maalvi lyod. 

Nazim addin. the Hon'M* Khwaja Sir, K.O.I.K. 
Nimm*, Mr. T. R. 

fatten, Mr. W. 0. 0 * 

Rahman, Khan Rahadar A. M. L 
Raikat, tbs Non’bis Mr. Phasanaa Dob. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Ray Choadhary, Mr. Birsndra Kishor*. 

Raxaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Raba fatiram. 

Roy, ths Hon'M* Sir Rijoy frasad Singh, Kt 
Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaraddin Ahmod, Mr. 

SaSraddin Ahmad, Naji. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baba Madhasudan. 

Barker, tbs Non'Mo Mr. Nallnl Raajaa. 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

Serajol Islam, Mr. 

Shahabaddin, Mr. Khwaja, O.R.K. 

Shahsdaii, Mr. 

Shamsaddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. 

Singhs, Baba Kshotra Nath. 

Sahrawardy, ths Hon'M* Mr. H. S. 

Tamizaddla Khaa, Maalvi. 

Thakar, Mr. framatha Radian. 

Total Ahmed Ohaadhary, Maalvi MaJI. 

Waliar Rahman, Maolfrt. 

West, Mrt. Ellen. a* 

Wnrdawortb, Mr. W. % 

Yoasat Miru. 

Vasal Ali Choadhary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmod Ohaadhary, Mr. 


The A\ <‘s being til and the Xoc.s ld7, the nmt ion was lost. 


ClaiiH • 2. 


to. 


The niojjiou 


thjft clause 2 stands part oi the Bill was put and agreed 


Preainbld. 

. The motion that the Preamble stands py t #f the*Bill was put and 
agreed to. * 

17 
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The Hofi'ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, l beg to move that 
the Bill as settled in Assembly be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We shall now take up the adjournment motion. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
business of the House be adjourned in order to consider a matter of 
urgent public importance, viz., the situation that has been created by 
indiscriminate l&thi charge by the Calcutta Police on peaceful and un- 
resisting processionists in Calcutta on the evening of the 14th of August, 
1937, resulting in injuries of various degrees of severity to a large num- 
ber of the processionists, l>oth ladies and gentlemen. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, though a very attentive listener to the debates up 
till now, I have refrained from taking any jwrt in them. My reason is 
the trend — the deplorable trend — that discussions have been taking of 
late by which every question of public importance or interest is suj> 
posed to l>e dictated by communal objects or an intention to attack the 
Ministry. * In my opinion, this was not a suitable atmosphere to deli- 
berate on public matters of importance. More deplorable to my mind 
was, what 1 found to be the habit here of making up for want of infor- 
mation regarding any particular question by force of elocution and by 
the violence of the adjectives used. I submit that tins practice, to say 
the least of it, is extremely deplorable and is not calculated to produce 
that poise which is absolutely essential for the proper function of a 
deliberative body like this Assembly. , 

Sir, the raison why I have come forward to move this motion is that 
1 do believe that it is a matter of first -rate importance involving the 
rights of every citizen of Calcutta and its suburbs. 

In dealing with it, I first refer to the incident itself, which I had 
ample opportunities of observing as an eye-witness. Then I will dwell 
upon its two sequel viz., the subsequent meeting in the Town Hall in 
which the Hon'ble the Chief Minister and his colleagues received a 
special welcome from certain sect ionsjof the citizens of Calcutta and 
also a press communique issued by Government this Vnornin ?. 

Sir, it is in my opinion w holly unnecessary to refer to4he deep feeling 
that has been produced in this Country on account of the hunger-strike 
by a large n timber gl political 'prisoners both in the Andamans and in 
India and public expression in^tatnonstration are as unavoidable as they 
are necessary, pamcula|ly in allemocratic country it is one of the most 
important methode^of drawing attention to any grievances of the public* 
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When this fundamental right is sought to be absolutely suppressed with- 
out any expressed or generally acceptable reasons there is bound to be 
some* amount of heat and resentment in the mind of the public. 

Sir, so* far as the Saturday’s incident is concerned, it was advertised 
that a meeting of citizens of Calcutta should take place in the Town 
Hall and I was requested to attend and address. As I arrived there I saw 
my watch: it was exactly 5-20. I was told that the processionists were 
not able to come to Town Hall: the processionists consisted of a large 
number of ladies and girls and they were squatting at the junction of 
Strand Road and K>planade West. Myself and my friend Mr. Kamal 
Krisna Roy in the absence ol any other accredited leader, nun to that 
place and saw a big police force there and a large number of responsible 
police officers— two Deputy Commissioners and a jair number of 
Assistant < ommi'Moneis and other imjxtrtant officers — and also the 
processionists squatting, in the centre there were the ladies and 
surrounding them the hoys. ] fir>t approached the Deputy (kjmiuis- 
sioner whom I knew (it is unnecessan to mention names ) who is one 
of the niO't influential members of the Calcutta Police and enquired 
of him regarding the < ause of this trouble. The gist of whflt he said 
is this: that the Commissioner’s order was very definite that no 
procession should he permitted within the prohibited area and naturally 
he wanted fnese pioce^Monists to disperse. 1 enquired what did he 
mean b.v processionists. Supposing 10 or 5 people went C be replied 
c\en that number will not lie allowed because that would mean a 
procession if the\ carried flags. Then I asked if one or two proceeded 
carrying flags, would that he a procession and would he stop it. 
He replied that his orders were definite, NoIkmIv should he allowed to 
go with flags : # but if they downed the national flags they could go. 

Sir, it is known that a serious attempt \s being made bv the Viceroy 
to introduce a new eia of cooperation with the Congress and we expect 
that the national flag would be flyiug over Government buildings before 
long, I received the extraordinary Teplr that it might happen in other 
provinces but ne\er in Bengal. I replied that Bengal was not outside 
India. 

Then I went over to the processionists and acquainted them with the 
definite instructions of the working committee that there should be 
absolutely no civil disobedience under any circumstances. 

I nsked/fhe jw^ice oncers whether they would allow these piores- 

sionists (proceed to the Town Hall w ith flags even in single files. The 

reply I receuefl was that they would nof 1m* allowed to carry their flags 

either towards the Towm Hall or towards the town. I might mention 
that thp prohibited area is bounded by tfle Strand Rond and'the Auckland 
Road, so .Strand Road itself was not a prohibited area and when they 
Vere arrested they were not in a prohibited aiea at all. I * * 4 That being so, as 
I said, I reached there at about 5-26* and the police charge took place at 
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6-86. Within that short time I had no further opportunity of a discus- 
sion and just at the time when the Mounted Police and the prisoij van 
arrived there was an order ior lathi charge. I might mention that when 
the prison van arrived an ultimatum of five minutes to disperse* was given 
to the processionists. In the Communique there is also mention of a 
charge by the processionists. I solemnly inform the House that so long 
as I was there, there was absolutely no charge by the pro'cessionists. It 
might have taken ^>lace before my arrival. I arrived there 10 or 15 
minutes l>efore the charge was made by the police. Then the order for 
charge was given girls were arrested and put inside the prison van. 
There was a regular charge. It is claimed that the lathis were held 
horizontal! \ and the processionists were pushed. It is a hopelessly 
incorrect statement because I saw these lathis in all directions of the sky. 
In fact the lathis were used indiscriminately. That was the state of 
affairs, and when I was being taken to the lad Bazar thana I had an 
opportunity of seeing the occurrence for a short time. The whole place 
was absolutely littered with shoes ami things like that because the charge 
was made with so much violence that the people had no time to put on 
their shoes and the preeipated manner in which they fled was further 
proved by a large numhei of shoes and other things that were found 
strewn o\er the place. 1 found people flying in all sorts of direction. 

Now, Sir, this sentiment in the count r\ is very natural — the senti- 
ment and apprehension for tin* life of so many of Bengal’s hoys doing 
hunger-strike in the prisons in the Andamans and the expression of 
public opinion is simply unavoidable. I submit, Sir, that any attempt 
to gag them without justification cannot but be resented by the general 
public. 

1 know only n few days ago Sir Nazimuddin expressed his apprehen- 
sion that there might be recrudescence of > riolonce, if the political pri- 
soners were released. 1 wonder it Sir NazimuddijoJ thinks that violence 
will disu[*pear from the world. Was not that prince of ]>eace Jesus 
Christ himself subjected to inhuman violence? Does not Sir Nazim- 
uddin think that it is u gross piece of violence — uncultured peace, a 
shameless piece of violence, by the jiolice on unresisting and peaceful 
public on Saturday evening. 

Now, Sir, it is a known fact that violence is contagious, violence 
always produces resjHmsive violence. What I specially?* drj^- the 
attention of the House to is that unless this sorf qf ea^cutive^ violence is 
controlled it cannot but keep up the spirits responsive r violeuee in the 
minds of the public and I again submit that this was so very unnecessary. 

I know, Sir, that Sir Naximttddin has been so long administering 
according to the .dictates of the past bureaucracy. It must be very 
difficult for him to see things in any other light. But I fail to understand 
how is it that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is unable to appreciate the deep 
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fofKng in the country in regard to this happening. Even yesterday it 
was sought to be proved that the demonstration was artificial and the 
Congress party was manipulating it simply as an attack on the Ministry 
(interruption). I know circumstances always make strange bed-fellows; 
as my honourable friend knows, when lie was elected Deputy Mayor of 
the Calcutta Corporation he was first selected by the Congress and his 
present friends»and his communal friends supported him afterwards. 
Why did we select him — because of his political experience. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


MatUvi ABDUL BARI: 1 oppose this motion for adjournment. But 
I want this House not to misunderstand me. I want to tell this House 
that I am in sympathy with those jieople who are the* sufferers at the 
incident of Saturday. But I op]n>se this motion as a matter of prin- 
ciple and 1 opjxise this motion on a matter of fact and on the merit of 
the case as well. I <>pi>ose it as a matter ot principle been use we find 
that this House is flooded with adjournment motions da\ after day — 
day in and day out — making it impossible for the legislators of this 
province to do unv useful work within this Legislature. 1 have found, 
Sir, that in tin* course of a few days there have liecii as many us four 
or five adjournment motions. Now, the charge has been levelled 
against the Ilon'ble Ministers that they are not going to do any useful 
work in the country: they are not going to place their course of action 
before the country; they are hot pie pared to take up any programme 
of work for the uplift of the Dmitry. But is it jsissible for the Ilon’ble 
Ministers — for any man who has got any sense of res|*>nsibility — to 
do any usetul # wiHk if thev are obstructed in every jKissible way ? Sir, 
we find that whenever these questions of adjournment come the 
Ministers hu\e got to study the conditions, they have got to prepare 
their notes and they find themselves absolutely out of their atmosphere 
and they cannot attend to other work at all. That is the principle 
on which I oppose this adjournment motion. Moreover. Sir, I opjKise 
this adjournment motion on another ground and that is that those who 
are moving these adjournment motions are only wasting a great part 
of public money. For example, if you are going to move an adjourn- 
ment motion to-day jierhups you will take about two hours’ time for 
discussing thi^ matter and by killing these two hours you are wasting 
lbs. 2,5(JJ) of tie country whirl} might lu^ve been spent for improvement 
of 1 Vi ma uc j|ion end of other works. J opjiose this motion not 
only on Jhiatter of fB^nciple hut also on merit. I would at once ask 
this House nof to*jtldge this case on first impression. Sir, 1 will tell 
you what *was ray firsi impression about the incident. When I read 
it in the “Ananda Baxur Patrika” at Herb am pore yesterday at 4 p.ra. 
when I engager! in an enquiry' commission with a Pleader Com- 
missioner, the first thing which drew' ray attention was the headline of 
dastardly attack and the outrage made by the police on tbe innocent 
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processionists who were advancing with the procession towards the 
Town Hall in order to raise a protest against the treatment meted out 
to the hunger-strikers in the Andamans. My first impression was that 
the action of the police was really a very deplorable one and a con- 
demnable one and as a matter of fact that would have been the impres- 
sion of any one who was not acquainted with full facts. But after 
reading the Press Officer’s note and after reading the « editorial of the 
“Azad” and also the “Star of India” and also statements published in 
other papers, the statement of the “Ananda Bazar Patrika” cannot be 
accepted as the whole truth of the incident that took place on Saturday. 
(Interruption from Congress Benches: Because you are under the 
clutches of the Ministery.) If I come under the clutches of the Minis- 
try I will say that you come under the clutches of the leader with- 
out understanding what you are going to do. It is a matter of party 
discipline that everyone must follow his party leader so long as he 
remains a member of t he party. It is no good saying that this side 
of the House is under the clutches of the Ministers liecnuse you are 
under the clutches of Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru or 
Mr. Sara! Chandra J3ose to come nearer home. Therefore, Sir, that 
sort of interruptions or interjections will not help you in the least of 
meeting the argument of the other side. (Dr. N*ms\ksha Sanyai, : 
It will help you to get a Parliamentary Secretaryship.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER. Order, order. Mr. Sanyai, I have allowed these 
cross discussions to a limit but 1 find that a motive is attributed and 
I seriously take exception to it. You can certainly carry a debate to 
a high pitch without attributing any motive and I hope that in respect 
of the interruptions which are going on the last tiling which a member 
should do is to attribute a motive to it. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI : I may not reply, v to my friend Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyai but 1 say this much that my friend is also after a Ministry after 
breaking the present Ministry which is an impossibility. 

Now Sir, through you 1 tell this House that this sort of adjourn- 
ment motions will not advance the cause of the country in the least. 
Now, what was the intention ot this procession You know very well 
that on the question of the hunger-strike of the Andamans prisoners a 
meeting was held on the 9th August in the Town Hall itself and therein 
also Mr. Sara! Chandra Bose was presiding. Now, the meeting perhaps 
W'as not full and complete and was not so popularly represented, and 
therefore to have a meeting again he sent out an appeal (chough the 
newspapers asking the students to muster strong. Thereby Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose was trying to play in the hands of the students who are 
unsophist icated youths and are *nfiammable and was thereby trving to 
incite this quarrel with the police and to incite the Government also to 
take action against them. I will just now read out to you the appeal 
of Mr. Sarat Bose to this effect whereupon he did not ca l l upon t he 
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Advocates, he did not call upon Counsel, he did not call upon the 
merchants, but he called upon the student community to musten strong 
in ’thousands to go in procession to the Town Hall to protest against 
Government action towards the Andamans prisoners. There is also a 
statement of Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, who we have the pleasure of seeing 
here to-day, which is not a violent one but moderate in nature. There 
is *no mention of the name of Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose. Under ordinary 
circumstances, under ordinary discipline, we will have expected the 
leader to issue an appeal, to lead a procession himself to avoid any dis- 
turbance that might have occurred. Hut we find the name of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Hose in the ap|>eal. This was the appeal that was issued to 
the students as published in the “Advance” of 14th of August: 

“I appeal to the students of Calcutta with all t y o earnestness I 
am capable of to make the All- India Andamans Prisoners* 
J)ay observance an even more impressive manifestation of 
their support and sympathy for the cause of justice and 
humanity than was seen on Monday last.** 


So we come to Monday last the Jltli. There was not much response to 
the call of Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose and he was not satisfied. Ho wanted 
to show that tins Ministry was unacceptable, that this Ministry must 
go. must he brought down to the ground. Therefore, Sir, I say that 
it is not a motion in sympathy with the Andamans prisoners but it is a 
motion of a direct challenge to the Ministers and the Cabinet members 
of the Bengal Legislature. Sir, if any I hhJ\ was responsible for the 
violence that might have been committed on that day it was Mr. Sarat 

Chandra Hose. 

• 

i he next question is that when there is violence it must be met with 
violence and that is also the preaching of Pandit .lawuhar Jail Nehru. 
I will just now read out a Report of Pundit dawuhar Lai Nehru when 
lie was interviewed on the jm » i n t <> i the strikers of the United Provinces, 
namely, the point of firing that was made. Members of this House 
know that in l nited Provinces there is national Government or the 
Congress Government, whatever you call it, but still there was not only 
lathi charges but also firing on the procession of the strikers at (-awn- 
pore, and manv people lost their lives. That is the Congress Ministry, 
that is the Congress Government. Sir, J was telling you that 

Pandit Jauwhnrlal Nehru himself supports it. I am reading from the 
4 ‘Hindu * if Thursday, • August 

33ft SPEAKER: You .know the Parliamentary conventions. You 
can read extracts truejto the purpose *but you cannot say “I am read- 
ing from such and such newspapers.’* # • 

• 

Mftuivi ABDUL BARI: Pandit Nehrtj dwelt on the question of 
violence and non-violence. 
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Here is the statement from a man who is acknowledged to be the 
leader .and the President of the All-India Congress. Now, after the 
statement can it be said that the present Government of Bengal can 
be accused of having recourse to any sort of mild violence .when they 
found that law and order was going to be outraged in a fashion like 
this, that the order of the Government was going to be violated in a 
manner that was being done on last Saturday. If things like this Are 
permitted to go on, the whole social fabric of the nation will fall to 
the ground and there will fbe no law and order. That is the position 
to which one will have to be reduced and I would ask if anybody in 
this House is prepared to go that length. On these points also I 
submit that the motion of adjournment on its merit must also fail. 

Then I will say that the present Ministry cannot be accused with 
having anything to do in this matter. If anything was done it was 
done by the police 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr! KAMAL KRISHNA ROY addressed the House in Bengali iu 
support of the motion of which the following is an English rendering: — 

Mr. Speaker, I support the adjournment motion brought before the 
Assembly bv the hon’blp Dr. J. M. l)as Gupta. A few days hack the 
hon’bie speaker reminded the House that ail adjournment motion sought 
to he brought forward Ihy postponing the ordinary busine^ of the House 
meant a vote of no confidence against the Government. Bearing in 
mind what the speaker had said and with a full sen no of responsibility 
and the gravity of the situation arising out of the postponement of the 
ordinary business of the House, I firmly support this adjournment 
motion. » 

1 was quite surprised to find in the morning papers the Press Officer's 
statement regarding Saturday's incident. In it an attempt has been 
made to suppress an ineident which occurred but a day before by 
twisting and varnishing the real facts. If, to-day as members of the 
Legislature, w© fuil to secure any redress in regard to this matter, we 
should know whether we are members of the Legislature or something 
else. Just a little while ago t he Hon’bie Sir Naziniuddin stated that 
nothing serious had happened so as to warrant the discussion of an 
adjournment motion. Immediately upon tl^is th^re fVjowed the 
Hon’bie Muulvi Abdul Bari’s remark that the Ministry ciyd.d not be 
held responsible for this incident. Thus we find that Ibeir statements 
are contradictory to each other and it is quite,, evident from this that 
the Hon’bie Sir Naziniuddin had been aware of it all from before. 

On receipt of the news that the police had held up the processionists , 
I hurried to the place of .occurrence and found that the police h&d 
detained a peaceful crowd. Among the crowd which carried the 
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national flag there were a large number of ladies. Upon enquiry we 
learnt from the policemen that they would not allow anybody to proceed 
with & national flag in hand. On being questioned, the processionist* 
said that tjjey wanted to pass in batches of ten and not in a procession. 
To this proposal the police agreed but they banned the carrying of the 
national flag. I then enquired of Mr. B. N. Banerji (Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police) as to when the Congress flag had been declared unlaw- 
ful. He replied that he had received orders not to allow anybody to 
carry the flag. Meanwhile, the processionists were blockaded front and 
rear and unable to move any way. 

While Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy was addressing the House, the 
House adjourned for 15 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: Sir, leaving aside the question of 
defying the law which has l>een forbidden by the Congress, we were 
just thinking upon the course of action to be taken for protecting the 
honour of the national flag as well as of the nation, when the prison van 
arrived. Thereupon began the lathi charge. It is doubtful whether 
any Government ever had recourse to lies such as were embodied in the 
official communique. The first blow of the lathi fell on my hand and I 
fell down. The lathi was then used indiscriminately. In my presence 
the sergeants began tugging and straining at the flags held by the 
ladies in their hands. When the ladies refused to part with the 
national flag, they were simply pushed into the prison van. I saw it 
with my own eyes that a lady student of a college held the flag fast in 
her bosom with all the might and main and a sergeant tried to snatch 
it away. The police thus dispersed the whole crowd by means of the 
1/ithi charge. But God alone knows how stones, shoes and sodawater 
bottles could find their wav* into this episode. Such u serious occur- 
rence took place so close to the Assembly Chamber but the authorities 
did not consider it necessary to hold any enquiry into the matter. They 
took the polee report as true and to it they gave the epithet of official 
comifiunique. The Ilon'ble Members on the other side (the opposite 
party) speak of the destruction of the Ministry in every matter. It 
will he a different thing if the Ministry repudiate all responsibility in 
relation to this act of the police. But if they take the responsibility 
for the ^otm ties of the policy* and go # on perpetrating misdeeds like 
this and iwan inaidentdike this takes place with their full knowledge, 
have we*0Ri spite of all this, got to support them? For the last few 
days whenever* anything was spoken from this side about the detenu* 
or political prisoners they started as $ with a sudden fright. This is 
exactly what used to happen to Kansa Itaja when he hearb the name of 
Lord Krishna. Is this the kingdom of Kansa? If it is so, I would 
then like to warn the Ministry, “Beware, I^ing Kansa for behold, there 
on the lap of Ddbaki is god in the shape of a child”. The sacrifice 
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that has been started by the hundreds of sons of Mother India in the 
Andamans and in Deoli will never go in vain, and if truth triumphs, 
and if there is any remedy for falsehood, the fall of this kingdom of 
Kansa is not far off. .*■ * 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: In rising to oppose this motion I would on 
behalf of my party record our wholehearted support to the very 
eloquent protest made by my friend Mr. Abdul Bari against the waste 
of time occasioned by these all-too-frequent adjournment motions. We 
are here for the purpose of legislating for and generally working for 
the benefit of Bengal; therefore it appears to us on this side of the 
House to be very wrong that so much valuable time should be wasted 
on the fruitless barren discussions entailed by these adjournment 
motions. I would take the three points in the resolution — the alleged 
peaceful procession, the alleged attack on the Congress flag, and illegal 
lathi oh urge by the police. My information is to the effect that — 
and all evidence appears to support that information — that it was not 
u peaceful procession but a disorderly mob. It was an illegal proces- 
sion. It is not unknown to the organisers of all processions in Calcutta 
that permission has first to he obtained from the Police before any 
procession can be taken out. In this instance, no license and no 
permission was first obtained from the Police, therefore it was an illegal 
procession openly defying Law and Order. The carrying of banners 
and flags in any procession is the outward and visible sign of a pro- 
cession and it matters not, as in this instance, whether the Red flag 
was carried or the Congress flag was carried. The position would have 
been the same if the processionists had carried the Union Jack or the 
flag of any other nation, as the Police have the right to order and 
direct, t hut all flags of any nation be taken down. 'Therefore, the 
suggestion that the Congress flag was insulted is entirely misconceived. 
The mob was disorganising the traffic of Calcutta and was interfering 
with the peaceful comings and goings of the ordinary citizens of 
Calcutta. It was the bounden duty of the Police to maintain Law and 
Order. The Police exercised very great self-restraint in the face of 
great provocation and several members of the police force were hurt 
in the discharge of their rightful duties. The duty of this Assembly 
is to thank the Police for protecting peaceful citizens and not to 
condemn them for doing their duty. Peaceful and law-abiding citizens 
do not use brickbats nor do they use sodawater bottles as weapons. 
(A voice: It is false.) I emphasize these wpapon^ we&u used. (A 
voice: No, No.) 1 have had practical experience of mob\)aw in the 
streets of Calcutta. 1 fought in France in the Grefft War. I say 
without hesitation that of all the dread weapops which are favourites 
with the Indian mob one of the most dangerous is the broken soda- 
water bottle which can inflict most terrible injuries, and some of the 
Police officers suffered those injuries on Saturday last (Cries of*- 
Question, Question : Absolutely inaccurate). 
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Another incident of this disorderly mob was the attack made on 
Mr. Robertson, the Deputy Commissioner of Police. When hfi was 
patiently arguing with the people trying to make them see sense and 
reason, he, was treacherously attacked by one of the miscreants who 
endeavoured to seize Mr. Robertson’s testicles, a more foul and 
despicable outrage is impossible to conceive. 

So far as the lathi charge is concerned, the Police used their lathi* 
in a horizontal way in a perfectly lawful manner to push back the 
crowd. After the crowd had broken and had begun to pelt the Police 
with stones and sodawater bottles, the Police ran after the mob 
waiving their lathis in the air. 11 this was a lathi charge by the 
Police, then in my opinion it was perfectly lawful and well justified. 

I now come to a much more serious aspect of tlys ruse. These 
breakers of Law and Order are said to be for the most part students 
(Rai Harendra Nath Ciuudiu ri: that is the ruse in every country), 
(Dr. Nalinaksiiya Sanyal: In England also). These students neglect 
their studies to join the procession and waste their time in the streets 
ot Calcutta, which speaks badly for tbc discipline in the Calcutta 
schools and colleges which T am afraid must be lamentably weak. The 
general feeling, however, among all right-thinking people of Calcutta, 
of all races and creeds, is that the students were deliberately incited 
to join the organized procession and were made tools and dupes of by 
unscrupulous men for their own political ends. 

We heard last week a lot about terrorism and detenus. 1 say with 
all seriousness, and I am very distressed to say it — but 1 do feel within 
my '>wn heart that the deliberate oiganising of the students to go out 
on to the struts ot Calcutta to take part in such political processions 
is the fiM sti p towards the incitement to race hatred, the manufacture 
of terrorism and the breeding of detenus tor the future. Sir, such a 
thought fills one with tin* utmost sorrow and pessimism tor the future 
of tin* youth of Bengal. I commend to the thoughtful consideration 
of my Congress friends the words of the Bible — “Wisdom is the 
prim ipal thing; therefore get wisdom and with all thy getting, get 
understanding.” 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the House, 
Sir, to consider dispassionately the question that has been raised by 
the mover mid thf supqprfer of the adjournment motion. So far what 
have wejpid to go upon ? First and foremost, that there has been a 
latht charge by the police; secondly. — though this has not been seriously 
pressed — that the flag, # as it has been ‘asserted the “National flag” but 
I do not admit that it is a national ^ag but it is the 'Congress flag 
fceeause the population of Moslems in India is one-third of the total 
and they have never recognised the Congress flag as the “national” 
flag, neither in Bengal has the majority population recognised it at 
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the national flap, and it is simply a misnomer to call it the national 
flag— j* is nothing but a Cotigress flag-*-it has been said that this flag 
has been insulted; thirdly, that — although this item too has * never 
been seriously contended here — although one member referred to it — 
that girl students who were in the procession were roughly handled. 

Now, Sir, in the Government communique that has been published 
this morning it has been said that this is not correct (A voice: it is a 
tissue of lies). Sir, it is not a tissue of liqs, I would ask my friends 
to go through the communique and consider it along with the speeches 
made here to-day and I am certain that they will find that the com- 
munique is absolutely correct. Even those who have spoken here to-day 
have not been able to prove that the communique is not correct, for 
the simple reason that if we take Dr. J. M. Das Gupta’s speech itself, 
you will find that a great deal of what he has said is correct and that 
is ulso admitted in the communique but at the same time- he lias 
omitted a great deal that is in the communique. Let me point out. 
Sir, that in the communique it lias not been denied that* there was a 
lathi charge. Il has been stated that the police dispersed the mob 
with force. When reading the communique* it is important to 
ri member that the police proceeded with horizontal lathis first, but 
when brickbats and sodawater bottles begun to be thrown at them 
the police dispersed the mob with force. In an incident of this 
character T challenge anybody to get up and say what did actually 
happen. You cannot say definitely that brickbats were not thrown at 
all. (Mr. P. llvNKHJi: I was there, Nazimuddin, I say that it was 
not so.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Banerji, I may say that you are entitled to 
interrupt hut I will not allow you to show disrespect to any member 
of this House. I distinctly heard yov address the Ilon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin ns simply Nazimuddin. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : No, Sir, 1 did Hot say m>; I surely called him 
Sir Nazimuddin. ' * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, you did not do that. You must learn 
Parliamentary manners. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN^ Sir f< whei$* people are 
running away and when there is an advance by the pol\£e holding 
their fatJiis in a horizontal position, and the mob is resisting, it is 
impossible for anybody present to $ay or see w)iat is happening. I do 
not of course ^say that everybody! was throwing brickbats, that everybody 
had started assaulting the police and that sodawater bottle# were used 
in plenty. But what I sav is that these things actually happened* 
otherwise several policemen would. not have been injured. Brickbat* 
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and soda water bottles were used and seven police officers were injured 

and they had to be attended ttf* medically. 

*. * 

A VOicaj What is the extent of 4!ieir injury?' 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8H- NAZIMUDblN: That is not the funda- 
mental issue. I will come to that later. Then, Sir, as regards the 
question of communique, it is definitely said that the first thing the 
police did was to form a cordon round the girls so that the girls might 
not get into any kind of trouble tyy the people who were running away, 
and they were removed bodily in some cases because they refused to 
obey the orders of the police — there was no option at that time but to 
bodily remove them to the prison van and taken them to Lai Bazar. 

I he third thing suggested was that the Congress flu$ was insulted. 
I very strongly repudiate that suggestion, i here was nothing of the 
kind so long as the procession proceeded along the route that was not 
prohibited. Nothing was done. so long as t he flags were flying on the 
portion of the route that was not prohibited. Nobody can show any 
disrespect to that Hag. Now, the question arises whut did the police 
ask them to do. They said “you cannot proceed along this route in 
procession” and our interpretation is that flying of flags und auing 
along a prohibited area < onstitutcs a procession and “we request you 
to unfurl t lie flags. w\ \mk k: \\ mild a man earning a flag constitute 
a piocessiou P) It is not possible to carrj a flag by one man as the 
whole crowd would follow him. Mr. Cooper said and I repeat that 
on Monday a similar procession was taken out and the similar procedure 
was adopted hut no trouble was eieated. tA voick : the salary was not 
then voted.) I^et me here remind \ou of what Mr. Abdul Bari said. 

I tell you w h \ there was no trouble on that day while there was 
trouble on the 14th— -liecuusg the meeting of the Jit li wus a fiasco. It 
was not very successful and excitement had to he eieated and the only 
way to do that was to disobey the police so that the police may use 
force to disperse the crowd. $Jiut i* the one and only interpretation 
of the action of those who led the procession. 


Let us see what happened for an hour uml a half. It is admitted 
that the police stopped the procession, argued with the processionists, 
aud tried to persuade them for at least an hour. When J)r. J. M. Das 
Gupta came-the Deputy Commissioner went personally to him and 
appealed tj/him ^o exjplain the position. Now, the crucial question 
is this: jppat is the cause of this incident?' You have got to go to 
the main causa? There is a Government law - -right or wrong that was 
the law— and the people knew that if* they took the procession along 
that route it would be illegal and would be stopped. *What is not 
allowed upder the law is illegal. Now who is guilty P Supposing for 
argument’s sake that the police usfed force, is it the people who enforced 
the law or those who deliberately broke the law'P Mr. Abdul Bari has 
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quoted what Pundit Jawahar Lai Nehru said. Let me now tell you 
what .the Chief Minister of Orissa said in this connection. That is 
the crux of the whole question. No Government — even Congress 
Government — can allow disorder to take place : this is what the Chief 
Minister of Orissa said. “As long as you maintain peace and order 
my police will never interfere with you.” I repeat those words as 
Minister responsible for Law and Order. “In my province I want you 
to understand (this seems prophetic; that if there be any breach of 
peace and order my police will be forced to take action and thereby 
your money will be wasted.” Now, our police have taken action 
because peace and order has been disturbed. And the last portion of 
it, let me repeat again. Jt is most unfortunate, un-Indian, and un- 
oriental to bring these school and college girls in a procession of this 
kind when thl* organisers knew that there was every likelihood of 
trouble, to put them in the forefront of the procession aud then to 
make a row over it. It is I think almost criminal. It is, I declare 
most emphatically, against all conception of Indians to utilise women 
in a procession of this kind. They knew perfectly well that there was 
likelihood of the breach of peace and knowing it to place them in the 
forefront of the procession or to acquiesce in their action of sitting 
down on a public street and refusing to move when asked hy the police 
is an action which no nght-minded people can support. 

I would conclude b\ saving that it is unfortunate that these 
persistent attacks arc being made on the Ministn. This Ministry is 
not the same us it was in the old days. Jt lias got the majority in 
this House and it lias got the support of the country and the public 
which was umplv demonstrated on Sunday m the Town Hall. I 
maintain that there is a vast section of the non-vocal public belonging 
to the caste Hindus and scheduled ca*te r wlm are solidly behind this 
Ministry and who honestly believe that tin* time has come when the 
Government should be given full opportunity to work the Reforms. 

I would like this House to understand that this Government is not 
going to he deteired by uttneks. We Want to co-operate: we extend 
our hands in co-operation and we want to get on with our work. I 
fully agree with what Mr. Bari and Mr. Cooper said. It is absolutely 
correct that day in uml day out short-notice questions are the order 
of the day. Neither can we do oui departmental work Jior can we 
attend to our proper legislative work. 1 oppqse the result ion but we 
would welcome constructive criticisms. AVe are not afrai^ of them. 
But w’e would welcome helpfiil criticisms and we are 'ready to listen 
to them I deplore this kind bf persistent attack on the- Ministry, 
where the Press may be considered as the smoke screen of lies and 
poison gas of lies and the front line is composed of skirmishes with 
police and the women students of the college, and the storm probf 
students who are being utilised for this attack on the Ministry. 
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I *rpuld again say that this Ministry has got the support of tho 
Legislature and of the country and it ought to be allowed to get on 
with fts proper work. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My colleagues and I 
extremely regret the deploiable incident of Saturday and we can do so 
without accepting the arguments of my friends opposite or without 
accepting the conclusion they have thought fit to draw from the argu- 
ments which they have put forward. It has been said that we and 
our supporters are always bringing forward the cry of eommunalism in 
support of this Ministry. I can assure the House that we do not stand 
at all for the support of our Ministry on the uncertain support that 

can be given merely by eommunalism. W e stand on much broader 
n • 
tmsis of popular support and sympathy for the programme that we have 

put forward, and although we know that there may be one or two 
waverers in this House who do not know their own mind. 1 feel sure 
that the majority that we command in this House is absolutely suffi- 
cient for a* to go forward with our programme unless of course we are 
refolded by impulses, impediments, and obstacles that may be thrown 
in our way. It has been said that we raise the cry of eommunalism. 
I will read to you extinct* from some the speeches that have been 
delivered on Monday, the 9th and Saturday, the 14th. Tt will give the 
House an i<h".» of the kind of stuff that ait* being put before the younger 
generations inciting them to murder and violence calling us communal 
dogs and asking the students to pull us by the <*urs and saying that 
India will be Hooded with blood — 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJUMDAR: May I point out to tho 

Chief Minister that murder is taking place in the Andamans also. 

t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In the speech delivered 
on the 9th August the Pi evident said that the gunpowder w-as now 
ignited. 

“If such a shameless statement as lias been made by Nazimuddin 
were made by a member of the British Government in England, the 
people would catch the Government by its throat." 

“The # poUtical prisoners wanted to show that for the sake of loving 
their counter they* had Accepted the gallows and prison-house." 

“GretR^vjppression had been perpetrated and streams of blood had 
flowed over the country.” • 

“They should come* forward to destroy the Imperialists and burn 
the reactionaries to death.” 

• Who are the reactionaries? I ask the -House to consider and give 
ns its decision. 
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‘‘A day might come when the wly^e of India would be flooded with 
blood.” 

Mr. Provash Sen said that the Andamans prisoners had gone there 
after besmearing their country with blood. 

“The dogs like them (namely Ministers) would spoil the national 
life. Why the students, in their formative period, had to fight jcas 
on account of these communal dogs like them (namely the Ministers).” 

The Ministers whom he described as barbarous and worthy to be 
♦dragged down by their ears. 

“The Andamans prisoners were not prepared to give any under- 
taking that they had no faith in terrorism. The students should 
declare — 

c 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May 
I submit when the Ifon’ble Chief Minister reads out some extracts from 
different speeches we might be enlightened where the speech has been 
delivered and by whom? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Sanyal, I must say that this is not a point 
■of order. You will kindly notice the difference between a point of 
order and a point of information. By a Parliamentary convention the 
Speaker is to stop a speaker if u point of order is raised but there is no 
convention that on a point of information the speaker is stopped, and 
I am required to stop the speaker whoever he might be, as soon as the 
point of order is raised. 1 consider that you probably knew yourself 
that this is not a point of order and T would remind you°and hope that 
in future a point of order which will he raised should he a definite 
point of order. 1 quite feel that so far as your point of information 
is concerned that is a pertinent question, but whether that question 
should be answered by Mr. Fazlul Huq is more than I can say. I will 
certainly draw his attention. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: “The students should 
declare that for the sake of bringing about their release (namely, the 
release of the prisoners in the Andamans) they should mount the 
gallows.” How can they mount the gallows unless they committed 
murder ? J 

“They had not abandoned, the path of terrorism ^or Ffear of the 
anti-imperialist association nor as the result of harassment of the dogs.” 

“They would not bow down their heads before the red eyes of 
Nazinniddin.” 

Then, Sir, I will read out one of the extracts from the speech of 
the meeting of the 14th. 
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speaker urged all to create a great agitation so that the 
jjssiSfc^rj of administration might oome to a standstill. They 'should 
jpilafl the agitation to all parts of India and give it a revolutionary 
character.’* 

“The workers should Jbe induced not to kindle the street lights and 
also to stop the supply of water.” 

“Huq Cabinet was there to suck the blood of the masses.” 

“The masses should try to bring about such condition in the country 
as would make a joint electorate possible!” 


Mr. Niharendu Dutta Maxumdar described the fire in the proces- 
sionists* minds as initiation in the “Agni-Mantra.” They would not 
find peace of mind until I hey have destroyed the reactionary Ministry. 


Biren Bhattaohnrjee said that they would march onwards with 
their mad war cry of revolution and destruction. 


“They would have to march on in the mad fury of revolution break- 
ing and burning everything that fell in their way.” 


“Colson and Huq should first be whipped.” 

Now, Sir, I could have given more extracts. It is no use saying 
that we are communal; but our programme is not communal. Our 
programme is the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act — that is not 
communal. Our programme is to spread primary education in the 
country: it does not matter whether a Congress Ministry does it or 
whether a non-Congress Ministry does it; it benefits the country. The 
programme that we have put forward, the programme that is before 
the country is absolutely non-communal in character. Now, Sir, if 
you raise communal cries of that kind it is natural that our supporters 
also should raise counter-communal cries and it is not surprising that 
gradually the division of this House is going to be more and more on 
communal lines. Whose fault is that? You have never allowed any 
opportunity to the members of this House to work on non-communal 
lines. 


Sir, I submit that the root cause of all these troubles in this country 
is the question of the release of political detenus. Sir, I, in spite of 
all that the Opposition may say about me, give this solemn assurance 
that I am always ready to be at their •service in the matter of the 
question otfthe r^ease A political detenus. Sir Nozimuddin has made 
a defini turner that if guardians and responsible persons come forward 
and take charge of these boys we arw reedy to hand over these boys 
to their guardians and*other responsible persons. I repeat that offer, 
Sir, here and now that if guardians edme forward and take charge of 
their wards we will be too glad to let them, go to their guardians and to 
those who can look after them. Up till no#, Sir, in spite of that offer 
no guardians have come forward. Xast night, Sir, I received a letter 
from a detenu in the Intention Camp at Berhampore. It was oouebad 
IS 
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in a language which appealed to my heart. I replied to him personally 
that f will look into his case and 1 have recommended that this boy 
should be released and if the Political Department raise any objection 
I am going to give guarantee for the boy's good conduct.' For what 
I want is this — not attack and counter-attack, no speeches but a spirit 
of amity and goodwill. Let our friends of the Opposition come for- 
ward, let them not hash their heads against the wall. Let them come 
forward and co-operate with us. I made this offer over and over again 
and I say with all the emphasis that I can command that we are not 
going to detain the detenus one second more than may be absolutely 
necessary. We are tired of keeping them in custody. We do not want 
them. I know the sorrow it causes to their parents and guardians. I 
have received letters which are so pathetic in tone that I am disposed 
to go over to these people and ask them to come and live with me. We 
are not dogs although we are Ministers; we are human beings and 1 
appeal to the Opposition to come forward and clasp the hand of fellow- 
ship. Let them come forward, let them take charge of the boys — not 
generally but individually and singly — and they will see that we are 
not prepared to retain anybody in custody one second more than is 
necessary. I do not wish to take up the time of the House. After all 
things have happened and those who organised the procession knew 
the dangers of it. After all it is a deplorable incident and we all 
regret. I do not wish to say anything more. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not neces- 
sary for me to intervene in this debate after the eloquent appeal made 
by my friend and leader, the Hon’ble Chief Minister. „There is, how- 
ever, one aspect of the question on which 1 would like to make a few 
obaervations. I have listened with attention, and if I may say so with 
respectful attention, to the well-balanced speecluof the mover of the 
adjournment motion. He said that there is such a thing as responsive 
violence. Sir, that is exactly the danger thnt we would all like to avoid. 
If the young and the impressionable youths of Bengal are allowed to 
be exploited for political purposes in the way they are being exploited 
at present recrudescence of terrorism in Bengal is almost inevitable. 
The Hindu community had suffered and suffered most in the past because 
of terrorism, I appeal to those who have got any influence with the 
community to cry halt, to ponder over . situation that has^beejti brought 
about by the incident of last Saturday. It is Ligh time thd . responsible 
members of the community should declare against such *t:«ploitation 
of the Hindu youths onoe for all. Sir, the clash between the police and 
a section qf the public must be avoided. It is no doubt the duty of 
Government to do so but I hope it is equally the duty of those who 
have got influence with the student community to prevent the students 
from courting conflict with the police engaged in performance of their 
duty of enforcing the law. Sir, my friend the Hon’ble the Home 
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Minister has made a clear declaration of Government policy regarding 
til# detenues. It is not a policy of detention but of release and Gov- 
ernment stand committed to that policy. I appeal to my friends 
opposite to give ns a chance, to give ns an opportunity to carry out 
that policy. The situation that has been brought about the clash 
between the students and the police will hamper and not help Govern* 
ment in giving effect to their policy. It is my friends opposite who 
can create a favourable atmosphere which will help Government in 
carrying out the policy they have enunciated. The whole of Hindu 
Bengal looks forwards to my friends who have tremendous influence 
with the community in bringing about an atmosphere in which it may 
be possible for Government to follow their policy of amelioration and 
appeasement. The llon’ble Chief Minister has offered the hand of 
co-operation and I do hope that the hand will be elapsed Vith alacrity. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari has tossed the fall across the net and I am glad he 
did so because I feel convinced, Sir — and the facts and circumstances 
strengthen my conviction — that I shall be able to return it with re- 
doubled vigour. What are the facts ? It is said that on the 9th of 
August last there was no untoward incident. Whether the Hon’ble 
Home Minister knows it or not — I believe he knows it because I 
suppose be is well-posted with the facts — I was responsible for the pro- 
cession of the 9th of August, 1937. I am sure his police know well 
enough there was no untoward incident though the procession started 
from one end of th« town and the processionists walked miles and miles 
and then carnet to the Town Hall, Sir, it has been said that the meeting 
of the 9th August was a fiasco. Sir, I never came across such a perversion 
of. facts. The meeting of the 9th of August was a meeting the like of 
which we did not witness forbears and years. Thousands and thousands 
of people were assembled on the steps of the Town Hall, thousands 
more were inside the Hall itself, and there was not one inch of space. 
Mr. Abdul Bari has insinuated many things, I do not care for his 
insinuations; but when 1 found the flon'ble the Home Minister 
repeating them, I felt sorry because I expected him to have been better 
posted with the facts than Mr. Bari. The Hon’ble the Home Minister 
repeated what Mr. Bari said, namely, that the meeting of the 9th whs 
a fiasco and #he further said that because it was a fiasco efforts were 
made on th| 14th-*-I do^not say he used the exact words — to spoil for 
a fight. 1 3fr. Abdul Bari did me the • honour of reading only two 
sentences from 4ny appeal, but he very wisely refrained from reading 
the rest of it, because if be had done so he would have gjven his case 
away. This is what I said: — 1 

* “In order that this nation-wide protest might lose none of its 
dignity, students should remember that their demonstration should He 
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peaceful and non-violent in spirit and expression. They should also 
remember that they should on no account interfere with the liberty of 
those who may not agree with them ; they should not attempt to* enter 
institutions to which they do not belong ; and they should not come into 
conflict with school and college authorities. Let disciplined spontaneity 
be their watchword. The cause of justice and humanity requires 
nothing more/’ 

If this be the language of violence — and Mr. Bari used the expres- 
sion that I was responsible for violence — I say I am proud of that 
language, and I shall, if necessary, atone for it with the last drop 
of my blood. Mr. Abdul Bari said that Mr. Sarat Bose was not on the 
spot on the 14th. Let me tell him that Mr. Sarat Bose owes loyalty 
and allegiance to the acting President of the Bengal Provincial Con- 
gress Committee and when the acting President was on the spot it 
was not necessary for u humble worker of that Committee to be there. 
But when at 9-30 p.m., on Saturday night, my humble services w T ere 
requisitioned in order to persuade the crowd to disperse from the place, 
1 w'as on the spot within a few minutes and even the police— even 
Mr. Robertson whom the press communique swears bv — openly 
acknowledged in the presence of hundreds that my presence was helpful. 

Ml. Fazlul Huq in his opening sentences expressed regret for the 
unfortunate incidents of Saturday last. When I heard him expressing 
regret, 1 did not anticipate what was going to follow. I can only 
tqwak for the Congress in this House, and so far as the Congress orga- 
nization is concerned, I shall challenge Mr. Fazlul Huq to name any 
office-bearer of the Congress, who has ever lent himself to any com- 
munal propaganda. The acting President of the Bengal Congress 
Committee is here; many members of tli^> Congress party are here in 
this House. Though Mr. Fazlul Huq read some speeches — 1 do not 
know if they were correctly reported — lie read only the speeches of 
those who were youngsters in their teens. Had he read the speech 
of the President of the meeting of the 9th August — and the Presi- 
dent was no one else than myself — he would have found the spirit 
which animated his utterance. It is no use pointing out a few 
extracts from a few utterances of excitable youths who were within 
their teens. Mr. Fazlul Huq well knows that boys are boys and will 
remain so. If in the excitement of the moment th^y attbvap'led to use 

any excitable expressions (A voice : What about th^studenta of 

the Moslem Institute?) my appeal to the House and t(\ the members of 
the House is not an appeal addressed to Hindus or Muslims or Christians. 
I appeal to them as brother Bengalis ; and I would ask all of them even 
ftt this late hour not to consider themselves as Hindus and Moslems but 
as brother Bengalis. I wpuld ask them all . to take courage in both 
bands and to assert with all the power at their back the fundamental 
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liberties of the subjects. If they fail in that, then I submit they would 
stand before the bar of history, and history will not fail to condemn 
thrift. Let the members of the Treasury Benches remember that they 
stand before the bar of history where all the pomp and circumstance or 
the glitter of their present proud position will avail them not. Let 
them remember that their measures will he critically examined and their 
actions as carefully judged. If there he any repetition of the disgrace- 
ful incidents which have disgraced public life in Bengal— T refer to the 
disgraceful incident of the police using la this on young men and ladies 
who up till that moment and till the last, remained peaceful and law- 
abiding if tliose disgraceful incidents are repeated. I am sure that (he 
condemnation of history will come upon them. 1 would appeal to them 
to remember not that they are Hindus or Muslims hut t^jey are Bengalis 
in v hose hands whether accidently or by the vote of majority of this 
House power has been placed. Let them remember that the possessors 
of power will always be judged even more strictly than the Opposition. 

I o«sessors of power must always remember, must always bew r are that 
that the power in their hands is not abused. 

Now, Sir, the Hon'ble the Tlnef Minister said, he had his peasant 
programme. So far as the Congress programme is concerned, this 
House will find sooner or later— sooner rather than later— that the 
Congress will put forward a much bolder peasant programme than any 
other part} in Bengal. But let the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister confine 
himself to the subject before the House and the programme relating to 
that subject . That programme is the assertion of the civil liberties of 
the people. On that we have heard* nothing, even though that was the 
most appropriate subject for this evening’s discussion. T expected to 
hear from the Chief Minister that he would stand by the people and fight 
for their liberties inside t lit* Cabinet . I have not yet heard that from 
him, though I had expected it from him, particularly because of the way 
in which he began his speech regretting the unfortunate incidents of 
Saturday last— I expected a statement from him that he would fight for 
freedom of thought, freedom of speech and freedom of association. If 
he had said that, I am sure nothing would have pleased the ^lemb^rs of 
the House more and, particularly, this side of the House. I still think 
that it is up to him to declare in no uncertain terms that so far as Faxlul 
Iluq the # man is concerned and t so far as Faslul Hucj the Chief Ministei 
is ooncernW he wjjl figf# for the liberty o # f the people including freedom 
of thought! freedom of speech and freedom of association. 

Now, Sir, one word.more and I have done. It is acknowledged' in 
spite of what has been said in the Pres* communique, it is acknowledg- 
ed, if you read between the lines, that there was r/ally nothing in the 
n&ture of a disorder. The Hon’ble the Home Minister said that soda- 
water bottles were thrown. Even the Press communique does not say 
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that. The most that it says is that people were trying to provide them- 
selves with sodawater bottles. There is the Press communique on the 
one hand from the department of Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin. The Dome 
Minister himself was not on the spot; he has no personal knowledge 
of what happened on that occasion. On the other side, we have the nar- 
ration of events by eye-witnesses of the position of the acting President 
of the Bengal Provincial Congresg Committee and the Secretary to that 
Committee. We have hearsay testimony on the one side, and direct 
personal testimony on the other. The House will have to choose 
between them ; and I say, Sir, if you test it by the light of truth, I am 
sure truth will declare that the version given by the acting President 
of ihe Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and the Secretary is really 

the more acceptable of the two. 

* 

There is one word more and that is a word of appeal which I shall 
audresN to the llon’ble the Chief Minister. Let him not, either by error 
of judgment or by placing too much reliance on the Calcutta Police, 
allow Bengal to drift in a manner that may convert Bengal into another 
Ireland. I utter this solemn warning with a full sense of responsibility. 
I know, Sir, that in 11J20-21, in order to meet the attacks of the Sinn 
Fein movement, the British Government in Ireland adopted the mistaken 
step of inciting people to violence. 1 remember the language that was 
used in the British Government’s organ, the "Weekly Summary t which 
was started by Sir Hamer Greenwood, the then Chief Secretary for 
Ireland and his Under-Secretary, Sir John Anderson. 


Mr. C. C. COOPER: 1 put that the question he now put. 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'J Die Leader of the Opposition has half a minute 
more and he must be allowed to conclude his speech. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: If persons who are described as 
guardians of law and order, break law and order themselves, I shall ex- 
pect Mr. Faslul Haq to assert in this House in unequivocal terms that 
the so-called guardians of law pml ordV*r will not escape tb^ dutches of 
the law. If and wdien lie makes that statement before the'f House, he 
can demand our co-operation; he can demand our sympathy a*d support. 
I expect him to make such a statement . ^ 


Mr. C. C. COOPER: 1 put that the question be now put. 

• - 
The motion that the question be now put was then put and agreed to. 
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Tlie original adjournment motion being then put, a division was 
taklft with the following results : — 


AYES. 


AS* Hanal* tartar, Maalvi. 

AM- FMtf, Mr. MB. 

At tarn* ttwOw y, Maharaja taabi State a? 

Nafctafarta, i ya tit af li. 

Attet All, Mr. 

AaiataBBIa AbawB, Mr. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. P. 

B«i«r|N, Mr. Praawtba Hath, 

Baaarji, Mr. laty* Priya. 

Baaasrjaa, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

Baraiaa. Sat* Ibyaaia PrtsaB. 

Bata, Mr. taateafe Kaaiar. 

Bbavrarik, Dr. SsblaBa ObaaBra. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. taraaBra Nath. 

Saw, Mr. larat ObaaBra. 

Obakrabarty, Bat* Haraabra Narayaa. 
ekakra tarty, Mr. BattaBra Matt. 

OhattayaOhyay, Bata Hartyaia. 

ObaaBhari, Ral HarvaBra Hath. 

Das, Baba MahJai ObaaBra. 

Das, Baba RaBbaaatb. 

Data, Baba Dabaatra Hath. 

Daa Sayte, Baba Kbacaatra Ratb. 

Daa Sayte, Dr. 4. M. 

Daa Bayta, Mr. NarsaBra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhtraaira Ratb. 

Dalai, Mr. HarvaBra. 

Datta, Mr. takaaaar. 

Datta Bayta, Min Mira. 

Datta Maxa aitar, Mr. Hi harm* a. 

EaMal Hayes, Kail. 

Bbaaa, Mr. Atal Krtsbas. 

Bayta, Mr. Bagasb ObaaBra. 

Bayta, Mr. 4. N. 

Hum AH Cbtaribary, Mr. lyaB. 


NlaratstafU, Mr. Prabbaiayal. 
JalalaSMa Hatbaaiy, Mr. lyR. 
KbaRaa, Mr. Dtbt prasaB. 

Kbaa, Mr. Dsi saB rt LaM. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal ObaaBra. 

KeaBe, Mr. RMMtba Hath. 

Mam, Mr. Nikaaja Babarl. 

Maji, ABwaKa Kaaiar. 

MaJsaiOar, Mrs. Hsaiayrava. 
MareaWar, Mr. BlraaBra Rate. 

Hal, Mr. Iswar ObaaBra. 

Maybal Hasala, Mr. 

Makarji, Mr. DbiraaBra Niyiyai. 
Makbarjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji, Dr. Iharat ObaaBra. 

MsHkfc, Irijat Asbataah. 

Natfctr, Mr. Haia ObaaBra. 

Paia, Mr. BaraBa Prataaaa. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tarlalahara*. 
RaatireBBIa AbawB, Mr. 

Ray ObaaBhary, Mr. BiraaBra KUbara. 
Ray, Kaaiar Ihib Ibskbaratwar. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrtsbaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kteharl PaH. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatba Nath. 

Ray, Ral BabaBar KsbiraB ObaaBra. 
taayal, Dr. Ntilaakiba. 
laayal, Mr. lasanka takhar. 

Im, Baba NafaaBra Nath, 
taa, Ral BabaBar Bagasb ObaaBra. 
IhaaiiaBBIa AbaiaB, Mr. M. 

Ilaha, Irijat Maalatra Bkasaa. 

•ar, Mr. MaraaBra Kaaiar. 

Tayariab, Ral BabaBar Msaagta LaM. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES. 


AbBal Ails, Maalaaa MB. 

AbBal Bari, MaalvL 
AbBal Mali, Mr. Mina. 

AbBal Halt Mia, Mr. 

AbBal Hakatai, Mr. 

AbBal Mablai Vfknuayarl. Mr. MB. 
AbBal HaekB, Mr. A. M. 

AbBal H bbar ff aa Jal. 

AbBal KaBaiv Mr 
AbBal SatRa. 

AbBal Last B&vba, MaalvL 
AbBal MafIB, MaalaL * 


AbBar Raaf, Mr. Ihab. 

AbBai SbabasB, Maalvi MB. 

AbWar Rata OhawBbary, Kbaa BabaBar. 
Abal NaaMai, Maalvi. 

Abal Hasala, Mr. AbawB. 

Abal Saaaaai, Maalvi. 

Aftab Hasala BaarBar, Maalvi. 

AbnaB AM, Kbaa labfb Maalaaa laayalyarl. 
AbawB AN MrJBba, Maalvi. 

AbawB Hasala, Mr. 

Altar aBBIs AbawB, Kbaa BabaBar. 
AaMaaHab, MaalvL 
AaMr AM, MB. Mia. 

Arawtrawf, Mr. W. L. 

SabarMaR, Mr. M. 

AalaB Haaaaia Kbaa, MaalvL 
Aabar>m MaalvL 
Baaaarpaa, Mr. N. t. 

Barat AN, Mr. MB. 


A.P. M. 
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flfcvai, laN UM»i Hriirw. 

k. r. t. 

, Mr lurfi. Kt 
If. I. A. 

C at par, Mr. 0. •. 

OrasBaM, Mr. L. M. 

Oat, Mr. Aavkal MaMri. 

Dm, Mr. MmmMum. 

CMir, Mr. Uptakraaatk. 

Final Rasaikawkkary, Mr. M. 

Parkvt Iim Kkaaaai, Btfaa^ 
facial M»i tka MM'fela Mr. A. K. 

Faitil QiMIr, Kku Rikilar Maalii. 

Polar Rakaiaa, Mr. 

Faslar Rakaiaa Maktaar, Mr. 

Raaaaiatar, Mr. E. 0. 

•lasakkla Akiaak Okaakkary, Mr. 

•alaai larwar HttaJal, rfr. tkak kyat. 
Rrtffttka, Mr. 0. 

Raraag, Mr. Daaikar llifk. 

NaMkaHak, tka Maa'kla Mawak Bakakar K., 
Dacca. 

Maflcakkla Okawkkary, Maalvl. 

Naalakkia Akaiak, Kfcaa lakik. 

HaaiUtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaaauaaiaa, Maalvl Mk. 

Haakcai All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Haalaa Marakak, Mn. 

HataataW kaaiakar, Kkaa lakik. 

Maywaak, Mr. Ragara. 

Mtakry, Mr. Davlk. 

Iiyakaal, Mr. M. A. H. 
kalalakkla Akaiak. Kkaa Bakakar. 
kaalaiakkla Akaiak, Mr. 

KaMrakkla Kkaa, Kkaa lakik. 

Kacaia All Mina, laklkaaka Kawaa kak lytk. 
Mia Lava Mat, Mr. fi. I. 

MaBaakkla Okaakkary, Maalvl. 

M again, Mr. L. T. 

Haktak, Makarajkaaiar Ukay Okaak. 
Maktakakkla Akaiak, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Maakal, Mr. Blrat Okaaara. 

Maakal, Mr. kaf at Okaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. kagaakra Natfc. 
mm, Mr. «. w. 

MMar, Mr. 0. 


, Mr.O. B. L. 

am RaoML 
■a* Nag, Maalvl Mk. 

Makaataiak Altai, Kkaa Bafclk Maalvl Byai. 
MafcaaiaMk AH, Kkaa Bakakar. 

HakaaiauMl Ikraklai, Maalvl. 


Mvkaaiaiak laraR, Maa lvl. 

Makaaiaiak lUki^ac, Dr. lyak. 

Mvkaaiaiak lalaiaiaa, Mr. 

Malllak, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Makvaka Bakary. 

Mallic k, Mr. Palia Bakary. 

WBVmWi iMa rfwo WB KWWf A RIB 

Bakakar. 

Madagatwal Naaac, Mr. lyak. 

Naaky, tka Maa'kla Makaraja Irla Okaakra, af 

NacaraHak, Nawaktaka K. 

Ravcfcar All, tka Haa’kta Maalvl lyak. 

Racial vkkta, tka Haa'Ma Kkwaja Hr., K. C. I. E. 
Hiaiaia, Mr. T. B. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakakar A. M. L. 

Halt at, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Prasaaaa Dak. 

Rajlkakkia Tar attar, Maalvl. 

R attar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, tka Maa’kla Sir BIJay Prtaak tiagk, Kt. 

Ray, Mr. Dktaaajay. 

takarakkin Akaiak, Mr. 

lakrakkla Akaiak, Haji. 

laliai, Mr. I. A. 

tartar, Baka Makkaaakaa. 

tartar, tka Maa'kla Mr. Nallai Raajaa. 

laaaaan, Mr. R. M. 

tarajvl I alaai, Mr. 

Ikakakakkia, Mr. Kkwaja. 0. R. E. 

Ikakakali, Mr. 

Ikaanakkla Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 
liafka, Baka Kakatra Natk. 
lakrawarky, tka Haa'Ma Mr. M. I. 

Taaiitakkla Kkaa, Maalvl. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 

Tatal Akaiak Okaakkary, Maalvl HaJI. 

W altar Rakaiaa, Maalvl. 

Wad, IJn. ANaa. 

Warkawartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaaf Mina, Mr. 

Yvtaf All Bkaakkary. Mr. 

Zakar Afcank Okaakkary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 72 and Noes 133, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.rit. on Tuesday, the 17th 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. h « 




Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 17th Augusf, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Aziztjl Hauuk, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 217 elected memlbers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 


Detenus. 

•64. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special) Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number as also the names of detenus 
interned during the period from 1930 to the 31st March, 1937, and 
thereafter since the 1st April, 1937— 

(i) in \il1ages with the names of the villages and the general 
condition of health of those villages; 

(m) at home; 

(tit) kept in Deoli, Hijli and Berhampnre Detention Camps, 
respectively; and 

(iv) kept in jails? 

MINISTER in oharga of HOME (SPECIAL) DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hoft’bl. Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): The statement cannot be compiled 
without the expenditure of time and labour which Government are 
unable tS undertake, * * 

MuVaCPNDRA NATH SEN: Even if the names could not bo 
given, is it. not possible to give the number? 

Tha Han’M. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUfaoiN: The question, as it is, 
requires a lot of materials to be collected which would take a very long 
time and a great deal of labour. 
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MNi MACEMDRA MATH SEN: My question is whether it would 
be impossible to give the number only . 

The Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: The question, is a com- 
prehensive one and that is why it requires a good deal of labour and time. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does not the Home Depart- 
ment possess a ready list of names with description of such detenus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: We have got to go 
through a large number of files involving much time and labour. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
prepared to issue a bulletin in answer to this question? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: That is a request for 
action. 

Remuneration to the permanent employees of the Registration 
Department. 

•88. Mr. «l. N. GUPTA: ( a ) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether a Circular 
No. 14024-60, dated the 13 th December, 1932, was issued by the 
Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, in December, 1932, in regard 
to the clearing of arrear work towards the end of every year, by the 
permanent employees of the Registration Department in addition to 
their respective duties in wffiich it was stated that each of the persons 
so engaged would be remunerated ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any of the staff so engaged has 
been remunerated in terms of the Circular? 

(c) If no remuneration was paid, what are the reasons? 

MINISTER in ohargtof EDUCATION DEPARTMENT {the Hon’blt 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (</) the Circuular of 1932, a copy of which is 
laid on the Library table, was to the effect thatWl copying work should 
be brought up to date by the end of the year, so that no iyrrea'f lnight be 
carried over to the next year; but tfiere was no direction that the work 
should be done solely by the members of the permanent staff. There was 
no mention of any additional remuneration to the permanent employees 
of the department. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Mr. J. H. GUPTA; Is it npt a fact that the staff of the Registration 

Department are made to work overtime even during holidays? 

* 

The HoA’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware but I am 

prepared to make an enquiry. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Is it not included in the Circular that the staff 
should be made to work overtime even during the Christmas holidays ? 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : 1 would like to have notice 
because an enquiry will have to be made. 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the staff of 
the other depaitments of (ioverniueut are given allowances for overtime 
work? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I have already 
ruled that you can put any question on the specific issue raised but 
whether other departments allow allowances or not is quite beside the 
point. 


Flood in Nadia. 

*66. Babu HARIPAOA CHATTOPADHYAY : (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(?) that a vast portion oh the district of Nadia was affected by flood 
in the year 1934; 

(it) that since then the flood lias liecnme an annual phenomenon in 
the district; 

(in) that His Excellency the Governor of Bengal in reply to the 
address presented to him at Krishnagar in January, 1936, 
observed that the flood was partly due to obstruction to the 
natural flow of the river Padina caused by the protective 
works constructed for the probation of the Hardinge Bridge; 
|nd * 

{iv) that HA Excellency the Governor of Bengal in the said speech 
assured that # this Government would do their utmost to see 
that no final solution as to the best means of the protection 
, of the bridge would be arrived at which would cause more 
barm to lands of the neighbouring villages than unavoid- 
ably necessary? 
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(b) II the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, ‘wilt the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the steps proposed to be taken by Govern- 
ment in the matter with a view to give relief to the villagers near the 
Hardinge Bridge P 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the flood of 1936 far exceeded in intensity the flood * of 
1934; and 

(it) that when the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, the then Minister in 
charge of Irrigation Department, visited Chuadanga in the 
district of Nadia in October, 1936, he was requested by the 
people of Nadia to take steps for the prevention of flood in 
future? 

c 

(d) If the answers to (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lx* pleased to state the steps taken by Government for the 
prevention of such heavy floods. 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kaeim- 
bazar): («) (t) The Kushtia subdivision was affected. 

(/?) No. There was no flood in (he year 1935. 

(hi) No. 

(ir) Yes. 

(b) The matter concerning the improvement ot drainage of lands 
behind the Hardinge Bridge tanning works has been tak^n up with the 
Railway. 

(c) (*’) No. 

(it) Yes. 

(d) The question of diverting part of the discharge of the river 
Ganges down the Mathabhanga and other off-taking rivers is under 
consideration. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the rise in the Padma 
flood mainly due to the fact that no surplus water from +he Padma flows 
into the Bhagirathi on account of the silting l up of the dbapghati 
Mahanad P * 

„ , *■ ‘ 

Tht Hen’bla Maharaja SR IS* CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbaart 

That mightjnot be the only factor. 

o 

Mr* SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not a fact that Sir 
William Willcocks submitted a repQrt to that effect P 
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Wm (totfblo Maharaja 8RJ8 CHANDRA NANDY, af Kmiwfrmr: 

Yea. 


Mr. SASANKA SCKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that the Padwa 
floods affected terribly a large portion of the Murshidabad district during 
the last four or, five years. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbazar: 

Yes, in some years in the past. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has the Government taken 

any action with a view to combating and preventing floods? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbazar: 

I may explain here that, it is a very difficult task to combat floods. It is 
not by erecting bunds that we can stop them. We have got to make 
contour survey of very large areas and then find out areas for the excess 
water to spill. Until these are done, I am afraid it is not possible to 
stop occasional floods. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Might I enquire if the spill water 
of the Padma can be diverted partly through the river Ganges and partly 
through the Jalangi to the great relief of the bridge as well as improve- 
ment of the areas concerned. 


Tha Hon’bls Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I am prepared to agree that it might be so if that is possible but it is 
not such an easy matter as the hon’ble member thinks. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it in the contemplation of 
Government to open a new diversion channel? 


Th. Hon’ty. Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbazar: 

There is no scheme at # the moment of a diversion channel but we are 
thinking of having a contour survey of that area. As aunatter of fact 
a portion of the survey has already beeA undertaken. After the question 
it considered in all its aspects we will be in a position to say what course 
we should adopt to put a stop to so/ae extent at least to these floods. 
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Bflta NAGENDRA HATH EENi With reference to (b) t when 
was the matter concerning the improvement of drainage taken up by the 
railway and what progress has been made since then? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja ERIE CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 


Mr. EA8ANKA 8EKHAR EANYAL: Will the Government consider 
the question of publishing Sir William Willcocks’ scheme ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja ERI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kaeimbazar: 

I believe that is already before the public. 

♦ 

Mr. EA8ANKA EEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that since the notice of this question has been given, floods have 
also occurred in the other subdivisions of Nadia for t lie same reason? 


The Hoft’ble Maharaja ERIE CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaeimbazar: 

There may have been floods, but 1 have not gone into their causes. 


Babtl NAGENDRA NATH EEN: With reference to (</), what steps 
have been taken up to tin's time? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja ERI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaeimbazar: 

I want notice. 


t 

Process-servers. 

•87. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years 1985 and 1936, separately — 

(t) the total amount realised from process-fees; 

{ it ) the total amount paid to the process-servers as pay; 

(m) the total amount of boat-hire realised for civjl court processes; 
(tv) the total amount paid to the civil court process-servers as 
boat-hire ; , ^ 

(v) the tqtal amount realised from fines i hi posed on the process- 
servers; and t 

(vi) the total amount realised as custody-fee for the attachment of 
properties made by the process-servers? 
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MINISTER hi oharga of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'blo Nawab Mutharruff Hoaaain, Khaa Bahadur): 

(») and (it) The member is referred to the answer given to a similar 
question pat by Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal in this session. 

Kb. *. p. 



1035 # .. 

.. 1,30,071 15 

11 


1036 

.. 1.29,034 H 

8 

(*V) 

1035 

.. 1,06,460 13 

0 


1936 

.. 1,08,350 7 

9 


(r) and ( vi ) The information required for an answer to this question 
is not available and could not be obtained without an expenditure of 
time and labour which Government regret the\ are hot prepared to 
undertake. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: What i* done with the surplus 
amount as shown in (ni) and (ir)P 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It forms a part of the general revenues of the Province. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MA1UMDAR: Considering the large 
amounts realised, is it in the contemplation of Government to reduce 
rates of boat hire charged? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Not at preseift. 


Trunk road from 8ainthia to^Bhairamara through Kandi and Berh a mpor e 
in Murehidabad. 

•68. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: («) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware 
that after the scheme for a railway between Sainthia in Birbhum on 
the East Indian Railway and Bhairamara in Nadia on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway was dropped and a project was made for a Trunk Road 
from S&inthia to Bhairamara through Kandi and Berhampore in 
Murshidabad? # * 

(6) If The /answer to (a) is in the' affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to # state whether ft is a fact that the said project 
is also going to be abandoned? If so, why? • 

( c ) la. the Hon'ble Minister aware *that such a road would connect 
by the shortest route the districts of Bepkura, Burdwan, Birbhum, 
Murshidabad, Nadia and several districts of North and East Bengal P 
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(d) Wil# &e Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wken is the 
oo&eti?iciioa of the rood likely to be taken up? 

The Hon'Me Maharaja 8RI8 CHAN ORA HANDY, ef Kz:z±^: 

(a) No. 

(b) Does not arite. 

(o) The proposal is being considered by the Special Officer, Road 
Development Projects. 

(d) The construction of a road from Sainthia to Kandi via Sultanpur 
has been recently sanctioned by the Provincial Board of Communica- 
tions. 

Dr. NALIN AKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), is 
there any record of the survey that was actually made of this proposed 
road in the year 1917-18? 

Thi Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

We have nothing in our archives. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the department received any 
representation from the District Board of Murshidabad drawing atten- 
tion to the urgency of this project? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY V of Kasintbazar: 

I want notice. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c), how 
long has the Special Officer, Road Development Projects, been consider- 
ing this scheme? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY y of Kasimbazar: 

I do not know when it was started but I believe he will submit his report 
within a couple of months. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Did the Indian Roads and Trans- 
port Development Association address a letter to the Department in 
1936, drawing attention to the delay in taking up this projects 

t r 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8Rf8 CHANDRA NANDY, -of Kasimbazar: 

I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAHAHA 8ANYAL: How long will the Special Officer, 
Road Development Projects; take in finally reporting on this particular 
project? 
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Hm Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid I would have to give some idea to the hon’ble member as to 
how tiese projects are taken up? When these schemes are considered 
by the Board of Communications they invariably give preferauce to 
those which are recommended by the District Boards. As far as I am 
aware this road has not been recommended by the District Board. 


Recruitment of clerks from the Scheduled castes for the criminal oourts 

of Rangpur. 

•69. Balm K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: (a) Is the Ilon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that llis Excel- 
lency while at Rangpur on the HI st ()ctol>er, 1936, declared to the effect 
that appointments in the ministerial services would be given to the 
members of the scheduled castes in the projmrtion of 1 to 4? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon' bio 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) how many clerks have been api>ointed in the criminal courts of 
Rangpur; and 

iri) bow many of them have been given to the members of the 
scheduled castes? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desiraHWty of taking steps 
to stop recruitment from castes other than scheduled .pastes till the pro- 
portion is reached ? 

• 

MINI8TER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): («) Yes. 

(b) (i) 22 clerks (5 permanent and 17 temporary) since September, 
1936. 

(ii) 6 (2 j)ermaneut and 4 temporary). 

(c) No. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Are the process-servers in- 
cluded in the ministerial establishment? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I want notice. 

A Muhammadan Member: In wha£ proportion are appointments 
given to tbfe Muslims? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: I have already decided that on a 
specific question other issues must not be’ raised. This question con- 
cerns only the recruitment of clerks from the scheduled castes, I had 

19 
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to disallow an exactly similar question put by a member from the other 
section of the House some time ago. I am afraid your question is not 
in order. • 


Detqnu 8rijut 8anto$h Kumar Ganguly, 

•70. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
states 

(i) whether it is a fact that the detenu Sj. Santosh Kumar Ganguly 

had been suffering from appendicitis before he committed 

suicide ; 

# 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the Medical Officer of the Deoli Camp 

gave him an assurance that Ik* would be transferred to the 

Ajmer Hospital for treatment; and 

(m) whether it is a fact that ho was not so transferred? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether he is in 
possession of any information showing the reason why the said detenu 
took the fatal step? 


Tim Hon’ble Ktyvaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) It was suspected by 
the medical officers who attended the detenu some time before his death 
that he had had a mild attack of appendicitis hut the Magistrate who 
held the inquest, came to the conclusion on the hasi> of a ftost wovtein 
examination, that he had l>ecn cured. There was e\ii?eure that the 
detenu had been eager to have an operation but there is nothing to 
justify the view that the detenu committed suicide because* no operation 
was performed. Competent medical officers were opposed to operating 
before the cold weather. 

(b) No. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Was any action taken when the 
medical officer detected a mild type of Appendicitis? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. * 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 81EN: How can a Magistrate give expert 

opinion that he had been cured of Appendieties? 

* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing father 
to add. 
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Baku NOCENDRA NATH 8EN: What are the names of compe- 
tent Medical officers who were opposed to operation before the cold 
weather? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Snythis is n subject pri- 
marily under the Government of India and I have given all the infor- 
mation that was possible for me to give. I have nothing further to 
add. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: It is stated in the 
answer that the detenu committed suicide because no operation was 
performed — how could this come in as answer to the question ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The Hon hie Minister has been 
pleased to say that he is not in |M)ssession of any information as to the 
reason why the detenu took the fatal step. Is the lTon’ble Minister 
prepared to obtain further information with regard to that? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a matter which 
has been long finished before file present Government assumed office. 


Mr. JOCE^SH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the HotTble Minister 
realise that as detention is still continuing, is it not an iiiijHutant matter 
which should be the concern of this Government? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The Government of 
India are in charge of the Deoli Detention Camp and Bengal represen- 
tatives in the Central Assembly can ask questions about it. We are not 
supposed to answer questions on this object just as the British Parlia- 
ment has disallowed questions there on Pro\h»cial matters since the 
inauguration of provincial autonomy. 

• • 

Babu NACENORA NATH 8EN: Are we to understand, Sir that 
questions relating to detenus at Deoli ase to bo banned? 

Mr. SPEAKERS Tfie position is this: that it is not primarily the 
concern qf the Bengal Government. BAt to what extent this House can 
exercise powers with reference to Bengal detenus is a matter which the 
House itself know. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Bengal Famine Insurance Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I beg to introduce 
A Bill to provide for the establishment and maintenance in Bengal of a 
Fund called the Bengal Famine Insurance Fund for expenditure upon 
relief and insurance against serious famine and distress caused by 
serious drought, flood or other natural calamities. 

The motion \ty»s put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 beg further to 
move that the Bill he taken into consideration. 

Under the Government of India Act, 1919, there was a Famine In- 
surance* Fund and the Fund used to be* held in the balance of the Gov- 
ernment of India on which the Government e>f India used to pay to the 
Local Government, interest at the rate of less than one per cent, at 
which they used 1o lend money to the Government of Bengal. Under 
the present Government of India Act there is no provision for statu- 
tory Famine Insurance Fund but il is proposed to have a Famine Insur- 
ance Fund by an Act of this Legislature. The proposal is that the 
total amount in the fund should be twelve lakhs, a balance of three 
lakhs and thirty thousand— not three lakhs and 39 thoudhud as stated 
by mistake in the Bill— has been received out of the balances of the 
fund that used to he and we start the new JKuml with that amount. It 
is also proposed in this Bill that the Local Government shbuld make an 
annual contribution of Rs. 1,50,000 to build up this fund. If the fund 
at any time exceeds I'd, 00, 000, the balance should be spent on produc- 
tive irrigation works or on paying debt charges that might be incurred 
by the Local Government. In no year in the past except in 1936-37 the 
expenditure on Famine Relief in this Province was very high. Just to 
give an idea to the House of the expenditure that the province was called 
upon to incur under this head I shall give you certain figures. 

In 1921-22 the expenditure was nil; in 1922-23 it w^s only Rs. 29,000 
in 1923-24 it was nil; in 1924-25 it was nil; in 1925-26 the ynount was 
Rs. 1,000; in 1020-27. 11s. «4.d00; in 1027-28, Rs. 80.000; in 1928-29, 
Rs, 3,97,000; in 1929-30, Rs. 40,000; in 1930-31,, 11s. 35,000; in 1931-32, 
Rs. 2,33,000; *in 1932-33, Rs. 48,000 and only in (lie year 1936-37, the 
amount was Rs. 10,33,000. The Hon’blo Members will remember that 
was an extraordinary situation with which the province was then 

faced and we all hope that we shall. not have a similar situation during 

« 
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the next 50 years because if past experience is any data I think it is 
very aafe to assume that Bengal will not have to face a similar situa- 
tion* in another 50 years. 

In th^ Provinces of Bombay and Madras they passed Famine Insur- 
ance Acts on the same lines as this Bill but they did so under the pre- 
vious constitution. This Govertiment decided to leave it to the present 
constitution. *1 hope the House will agree to the proposal. It is a very 
salutory measure. It is an insurance against famine so that Govern- 
ment may not have to avail themselves of the normal revenue to meet 
an extraordinary situation. - ■ 

The annual contribution has been fixed at Bs. 1,50,000 instead of 
Its. 2,00,000 as was the case in (be past. In view of the fact that wo 
start the fund with Its. 3,00,000 and in view al$o of the fact that the 
expenditure never exceeded 11s. 00,000 even in ft bad year, 11s. 1,50,000 
per annum is a quite sufficient amount. With these words, Sir, I move 
the motion. 

The motion that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I beg to move 

that in clause 3(0 in line 2 for the words and figures “sections 4 and 5 M , 
the word and figure “section 4’’ be substituted. 

Sub-section 5 is unnecessaiv in view of section 0. It w as put in by 
oversight. It is merely a drafting change that I have suggested. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 to move that after clause 3 
(tit) the following be added, namely: — 

“(tr) such sums as may remain in the hands of Government as 
surplus out of any public fund raised on the initiative of 
Government or Officers of Government for the relief of dis- 
tress caused through famine, drought, flood or other natural 
calamities.” 

My esteemed friends Balm Jatindra Nath Basu and Maulvi Abdul 
Bari have also felt in the same wav. I do not think, therefore, much 
need 1>? said about the justification of this amendment. From our 
experience in the past we have seen that Government funds are kept in 
such watertight compartments that evtfn when contribution from other 
sources . may be available ' that contribution cannot 
be tacked on to fhis kind of Government fund which can 
Be utilised for the relief of distress, t Last year and the year before 
there bad been extensive famines particularly in the central part of 
Bengal. Funds were raised through official endeavours as well as 
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-through non-official agencies. Part of that fund was spent and part 
could not be spent, but we found that we bad no authority to leave that 
part for some kind of future contingency. I only want the Hdn’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill to realise that if he keeps sojne sort of 
elasticity in creating this fund it will be all the more convenient for 
Government. I am -prepared to withdraw my amendment, if Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu’s amendment finds favour, in favour, of that amend- 
ment because that amendment is a little more wide and any other source 
might he availed of for replenishing and augmenting this fund. I may 
at this stage, however, draw the attention of this House and of the 
Hon’ble Minister in chargs through \ou that his calculation about the 
necessity tor the amount of famine insurance fund for the province may 
belie him. brain the year 1921-22 right up to 1920-37 he has given 
an account of fifnds actually drawn upon for expenditure on famine and 
such other natural calamity. I submit there had been numerous occa- 
sions for drawing upon that turn! but unfortunately for certain obvious 
reasons which 1 do not want to repeat in this House, the officers of Gov- 
ernment at that time did riot like to deelaie any catastrophe or scarcity 
of a serious nature to he famine because there were some other compli- 
cations about land revenue collections and other things. Therefore 
famine although occurring could not receive grants from this fund. I 
submft that with the inauguration of the new Reforms the pressure on 
our popular Ministers will he greater, for taking recourse to such 
funds, as and when there may he occasion for the same. It would not 
be very desirable for them to limit this to an amount of Rs. 12 lakhs 
only und if the revenues of Government do not permit them to leave 
more than Rs. 12 lakhs they should have some opportunity of increas- 
ing that fund from other sources. That is exactly why this additional 
clause is proposed. I submit, in the year 11)23-24, we all know that 
there had been a very great flood in North Bengal, where this fund 
could not he utilised. The Ilon'ble Minister has read out a statement 
that not more than Bs. 2 lakhs, I .suppose, had been spent in 1923-24. 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY : No money was 
spent in that year. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That makes the position worse. 
You all come to know that even there is a calamity ot that character as 
the North Bengal flood, which we experienced, they could not spend 
anything at all out of that fund. 1 submit that Gie conclusion is 
obvious that the fund could not be utilised not because Jheit had been 
no famine or catastrophe but because the rules or attitude of Govern- 
ment prevented them from drawing upon that fund. 

Moreover, Sir, I feel that the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue Jias over- 
estimated or is rather very optimistic about the economic possibilities 
of this province when he said that for the next 50 years there might not 
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be an^Ujecessity for drawing upon this fund to the extent necessitated 
last year. I shall be very happy and every one of us will be lipppy if 
sucb ♦calamities never occur. But it is a prophecy which my honour- 
able friend would be taking very great risk to hazard. 1 submit that 
we should be extremely cautious when we constitute an insurance fund, 
and we should try to put as muoh resources into it as we can, and also 
try to keep thq door open for charitable people to contribute their 
quota to the fund to help in the relief of distress. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I beg to move that after clause 3(/#7) the 
following be added, namely: — 

“(/?•) any donation that might be made by any member of the 
public.” 

It is the desire of the Government to give as much relief as possible to 
the people who are famine-striken or flood-striken. It was also the 
desire of the public that a Hill like this should have been introduced, 
and we must congratulate the Ilon’ble the Revenue Minister for taking 
early steps tor introducing a Hill like* tins. 1 think the clause which 
I intend to add is a very wholesome and salutorv one in view of the 
fact -that it is the desiie ot Government to collect fund, be it from the 
provincial Government or from the Government of India. It is 
certainly not the desire of Government to shut out any contribution 
that might come to them from other sources. Therefore I think that 
it would he desirable to have a clause like this inserted and 1 do not 
think that the Government will ha\e any objection to the insertion of 
this clause. I would lurther like to add that we did not find any 
eharitabh disposed person in the province of Bengal at the time of 
Hood and famine winch occurred in the province. We shall also have 
to look to the mentaliU and the philosophy of human mind. If a man 
makes a contribution he ^mts some recognition at the same time, 
either from the public or from Government, (’haritahly disposed 
persons also want some recognition from Government Therefore if a 
clause like this be inserted then <ertuinly those gentlemen who want 
to contribute would be ver\ much inclined to make contribution to this 
fund and thereby the fund which is sought to he introduced by the 
Revenue Minister will he augmented. 

Babu, JATINDRA NATH 0A8U : I lx»g to move that after clause 
3 (Hi) the following be added, namely: — 

“(?r) ^oitfribution from any otbei* source.” 

# • 

This clause lays down the resources from which jnoney can be 
made available for the purposes of thi# fund. There are three sources 
stated in the Bill, namely, contribution by the Provincial Government; 
such other sums as the Provincial Government may contribute annually 
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to the fund and the interest which may from time to time accrue on the 
securities. But there is no provision in that clause for the fund being 
augmented from any other source besides the three sources mentioned 
in the Bill. I have therefore proposed that sub-clause (iv) be added, 
namely, ‘‘contribution from any other source.” I recognise that the 
two amendments just proposed have thp same object as my amendment; 
but my amendment is wider. It does not confine itself to any indivi- 
dual contribution or to any surplus fund which may be left in the 
hands of Government or any other authority for any other purpose. 
The words are “contribution from any other source,” and I think the 
addition of that clause will make the clause more wide and comprehen- 
sive and I hope it will be accepted. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I fully appreciate 
the desire of the honourable members who moved these amendments, 
but there are certain practical difficulties. In fact when the Bill was 
drafted there was a suggestion that a pmvision like this might be 
included in the Bill. But after careful cnusidciation of the proposal 
Government came to the conclusion that it was better not to complicate 
the provincial fund with local funds. When famine is declared the 
expenditure of public funds has to be regulated according to the rules 
laid down in the Indian Famine (’ode, and if private funds are included 
in the Government fund, then the expenditure of the private fund will 
also have to be guided according to the rules laid down in the Famine 
Code which are very strict. The contribution on such occasions are 
usually spent in giving relief to persons so that there might he no 
starvation, whereas money from private funds oi local funds or from 
contributions by generous members of the public are generally spent 
in giving additional necessaries of life to the famme-sdriken people, 
e.g., clothings, medicines and other things are supplied out of private 
funds. (A voick: Not current expenditure?) No current expendi- 
ture but additional necessities of life. The expenditure out of Govern- 
ment fund is strictly limited to preventing people from dying of 
starvation. So 1 do not think it will be helpful if the two funds are 
amalgamated. 

Then there is another objection: there is scarcely a private fund 
which is meant for the whole of the province. It is generally limited 
and meant for a particular urea, for a particular district or a particular 
group of districts. So there might be conditions attached to those 
funds and it would be undesirable to spend that money withouWulfilling 
those conditions. Donors might have made those* contributions on 
certain conditions and in fairness to them it would be pro/er for Gov- 
ernment to carry out the wishes of the donors as far as practicable. 
So if private funds are amalgamated with the Government fund, these 
difficulties would arise. L 

Lastly, Sir, it will only reduce Government's financial obligation 
and it might discourage the generous members of tbe public from 
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coming forward with contributions. They may be quite prepared to 
make contributions for relief of human sufferings in a particular way; 
but tertainly they would hesitate to reduce the liability of the State. 

(A voice : He pays only to reduce the liability of the people. ) 

That question does not arise. 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is possible that a 
generous man may make a contribution without any condition. 

The Hon’ble 8i r BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: But that is not 
usually done. There may be zemindars like my friend Mr. Rai 
Chaudhuri who may make contributions free of conditions but such 
instances are very rare. On these grounds l would request my 
honourable friends not to press their amendments In fact, I can 
assure them that this question was very caret ully considered before we 
drafted this Bill. In fact, this suggestion came from a honourable 
colleague of mine and after a thorough examination of the question we 
decided not to amalgamate the Government fund with private funds. 
With these few words I oppose the amendment. 

The amendment moved by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy was put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The three amendments are almost identical in 
nature and I think it would satisfy Dr. Sanyal as well as Mr. Abdul 
Bari, if instead of putting Dr. Sanyal’s and Mr. Abdul Bari’s amend- 
ments I put the comprehensive one of Mr. J. N. Basil. 

The amendment moved by Maulvi Abdul Bari was bv leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

The amendment moved by Mr. J. N. Basu was put and lost. 

The motion that clause It as amended stands part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 4, in line 4, after the words “the sum of” the 
word, figures and words “Rs. 1, (51, 000 together with the sum of” he 
inserted. 

Sir, the Government proposal is to start a Famine Insurance Fund 
with RS. 3,39,000 only. MV proposal* is to start the Famine Fund 
with a decent sum of Rs. 5 lakhs. For unless they start with Its. 5 
lakhs, Government will not he able t <f cope with any calamity which 
may occur in*the near future. For instance, Sir, only year before last 
there was a wide failure of crops in some of the district# in the Presi- 
dency and the Burdwan Divisions apd Government could only cope 
with that calamity and in a partial .manner and niggardly way 
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The Hon’ble Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINCH ROY: Can this section 
be moved without the sanction of the Governor under section 82? 

# 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the matter for which you ask for a 
decision at this stage is a complicated one. Personally I think that 
this amendment wilj[ require the Governor’s sanction. But there has 
been a decision by the Government, which I have not r accepted but 1 
am writing again to them to make the position clear, that amendments 
to a Bill do not require sanction of the Governor. Personally it is very 
difficult for me to find out the reason for it.- But you may remember 
that in connection with the Ministers’ and Members’ Emoluments Bill 
this question was raised, and I drew their attention that if a member 
wants to increase the emoluments that will increase the financial 
obligations of (government and will require the Governor’s sanction. 1 
have received a memorandum from the Home Department that amend- 
ments to a Bill do not require the sanction of the Governor. I am, 
therefore, proceeding on that assumption. Personally I feel that that 
decision is wrong, but the matter a ill have to he thrashed out. But 
for the time being I have to proceed on the basis of that decision. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 
1 would also refer to jour previous decision on the j>oint and also to 
the fact that the Assembly has accepted such amendments in connec- 
tion with the other money bills. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. What 1 teel and Mr. Bui Chaudhuri will agree 
that one illegality does not create a precedent for further illegalities 
and if that decision is wrong 1 am not prepared to hold that that decision 
must stand. This is a jK»i n t which is still under discussion but pend- 
ing a final decision 1 must accept the decision which has been made by 
Government in this matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: As I was observing, 
Sir, it was only possible for Government to cope with 
this calamity that befell some of the districts of the Presidency and 
the Burdwan Divisions in 1985-8(>. because Government had a decent 
sum of Its. Id lakhs piled up in the course of 1921-29. Had not that 
been the ease, l am quite sure the Minister in charge of Ijaml Revenue 
would have stood up from his seat and declared that Government was 
not a charitable institution as r a former Revenue Member had* done in 
the year 1928, 1 believe, when there was a famine in lihulno. I would, 
therefore, suggest, Sir, that hi* ought to start the fuad Ivith Rs. 5 
lakhs. Sir, the Iteveuue Minister may he disposed to think in terms 
of centuries and half-centuries, hut famines Rave got a knack of 
appearing and re-appearing in almost every quinquennium. ^Suppose, 
therefore, Sir, a calamity of this type appears somewhere in. 1940, or 
1941 it will he simply impossible for Government to cope with it unless 
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Government provide 5 lakhs now at the beginning. Sir, we have also 
got to remember that in the past we have not dealt very fairly with 
the Famine Insurance Fund. Some of the money of this Fund w’ent to 
other purposes and that led to depletion of this Fund. In view of that 
fact I would suggest tliat Government should not hesitate to start with 
Rs. 5 lakhs and my proposal is only to augment the sum proposed by 
Rs, 1,70,000 almost the same amount by which the Council revised up 
the provision for Member’s Salary, and I think there will be no one 
here to suggest that the Famine Insurance Fund ought not to get that 
extra amount at least which the members voted for themselves. 

{Adjournment .) 

The House was then adjourned tor 15 minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijoy . I undeistand that the |H»sition is that 
this matter requires the recommendation of Ilis Excellency the Gov- 
ernor. I had an opportunity ot discussing it with the legal advisers 
since I referred to this matter in the House and it seems to me that my 
interpretation of the law was correct and that the Government letter 
was a misprint. In that view I hold — not only on that ground, but also 
on tile ground that this Rill may involve a charge on the provincial 
revenue — that the mattei will require the recommendation of His 
Excellency. In the meantime, 1 understand that the Ilon’ble Sir Bijov 
Prasad has obtained the recommendation of the Governor on that 
behalf. So there is no objection to (lie matter Ibeing taken up. 

Sri jut Manindra Bhusan Kinha supported the motion of Rai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhuri in Bengali 

As he referred to the ietnaik of the Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Roy that according to the cycle of famines it was hoped that there 
would not be another family* in 50 years 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sii, may I rise 
on a point of personal explanation*" I never said uhal the Speaker is 
attributing to me What I said was that the situation in 10t5~d(i was 
extraordinary and horn past expenence we could reasonably hope 
that Bengal would not be faced with an equally extraordinary situation 
in another 5(1 years. There is a cycle in famines and from that it may 
be reasonably concluded that we would not be faced with a similar 
situation*within the next half a century., 

Sri jut Manindra Bhusan Sinha concluded his speech with an appeal 
to the membert to support the amendment of Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri.. 

Tt» Hon’bie Sir BIJOY PRASAD ,81 NCH ROY: SiV, may I just 
at this stage ►make a statement that Government are prepared to raise 
the initial amount of Government’s contribution from Ra. 3,39,000 
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to Rs. 5 lakhs, and also to raise the annual contribution from Rs. ]| 
lakhs to Rs. 2 lakhs, subject to the maximum of Rs. 12 lakhs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please move a short-notice amendment 
for the deletion of the words which you are proposing substituting 
Rs. 6 lakhs for Rs, 3,39,000. 


Short-notice Amendment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg 
formally to move that the words and figures “Rs. 5 lakhs” be substi- 
tuted for the words and figures “Rs. 3,39,000” in line 4 of clause 4. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You may also move your amendment No. 7. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I also beg 
to move that in clause 4, in lines 4 to 8, the words and figure “which 
is the amount received from (he Central Government as the balance 
at the credit of the Provincial Government in the Famine Insurance 
Fund maintained under Schedule TV to the Devolution Rules made 
under Government of India Act” be omitted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Uai llarendra Nath Ohaudhuri was, by leave of the 
Hounc, withdrawn. 

The motion that clause 4, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


Chvuse 5. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 89NCH Roy: I beg to move 

that clause 5 be omitted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we have to oppose this dele- 
tion, as we feel that there is something more about it than is apparent. 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, may I 
explain first of all the position and if my friend feels it necessary, he 
may oppose it. \ would draw his attention to the proviso tc clause 8 
which says “Provided that if the deficiency exceeds one and a half 
lakhs of rupees (it is now Rs 2 ldkhs), it may be mode up in annual 
instalments, the amount of each instalment except the last being not 
less than one and a half lakhs of rupees (it is now Rs. 2 lakhs). 

There it is expressly provided that Government must make the 
contribution. In view of this, I hope my friend will t not press bis 
objection. 
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Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you put in th» word “shall,” 
then it will be a compulsory contribution from Government. 

The Hor’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: The contribution 
may be more than that. It leaves a wide latitude to Government. So 
what is the necessity of putting in “Shall ?” The'ininimum contribu- 
tion of Rs. 2 lakhs has now been made compulsory. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the Ilon’ble Minister makes an announcement 
on the floor of the House that so far as the minimum is concerned it 
is the intention of Government to make an annual contribution, 1 think 
the House might well accept it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, that is not the point 
at issue. Clause 5 says what will he the total contribution an d that will 
be the annual contribution. Clause 8 does not say this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is annual contribution in the proviso. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The proviso does not 
contemplate anything except when there is any deficiency. Clause 5 
provides for the annual assignment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I withdraw my objection. 

The motion of the llon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was put and 
agreed to. 

The motiofi that clause f>, us amended, stands part of the Bill, 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 6, in line 2, the word “serious” be omitted. 

Sir, the word “serious” does not perform any important function 
in this clause. Whether or not a country has come under the grip 
of famine is always a matter for the executive Government to decide. 
Therefore} I do not think that any useful purpose will be served by 
drawing a line between famine and serious famine. In other words, 
as is well l^pown to the members of this House as well as to yourself, 
Sir, 8ometimes,V rac ^ ca ^ difficulties may arise: for instance, a territory 
or a tract of land may J>e under the grip of famine and yet the execu- 
tive Government in the past did not make a declaration to tlmt effect; they 
simply said that there was an “e<yonomic distress,” “scarcity/* 
“depression,* etc. Sir, these are phrases very respectable and valuable; 
but so far as the qualifying adjective is concerned, if the Hon’ble 
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Minister in charge will please delete it, I think much of the objection 
of this House will be met. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, will you please move motions 
Nos. 19 and 25 P . # 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Yes, Sir, I beg to move 

that in the proviso to clause 6, in lines d and 4, the words “on protective 
irrigation works and other works” be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in the proviso to clause 0, in line 5, 
after the words “debt charges” the words “for the relief of famine 

or distress mentioned herein” be inserted. 

* 

The net result, Mr. Speaker, of the amendments proposed by me is 
that all tlie provisions in the proviso to clause (> will apply only to 
famine. For instance, it the words “protective irrigation woiks and 
other works” be omitted, the result will he that the whole fund will 
be placed at the disposal of famine. The second amendment is to 
the effect that alter the words “debt charges” the words “for the 
relief of famine or distress mentioned herein” be inserted. Clause 6 
is somewhat of wider application. It wins that the provincial 
Government may utilize any sum in excess of 12 lakhs to meet 
expenditure on productive irrigation works and other works. I, 
Sir, do not like those cabalistic words “and other works.” Irrigation 
works are very important, but in the budget which we shall pass a few 
days later on handsome provision lias been made by the llon ble the 
Finance Minister for purposes of financing irrigation works. And I 
do not propose, by this amendment, to have the extra sum over and 
above the 12 lakhs either for purposes of fiYigation works or for other 
undefined and indefinable works. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the second amendment on this clause, 
I would like to insert these words “for the relief of famine or distress 
mentioned herein.” The words used in this clause are: “for the pre- 
vention of famine or to pay debt charges.” Payment of debt charges 
Sir, is an important obligation cast upon the finances of the province. 
That is true, but according to my amendment jmyment of debt charges 
on items other than items appropriated specifically for famine charges 
should not be borne by this fvbul. '‘I repeat, Sir, wifti confidence that 
these three amendments are extremely reasonable; they* constitute 
constructive proposals made by this side of the House for which the 
Hon'ble the (^hief Minister made such an ardent appeal last evening. 
The purposes of the Bill will not be defeated and the noble pi^rpose of 
the framers of the Bill will not be vanquished, if these three amend- 
ments are accepted. 
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MwM ABDUL BARI: May I, Sir, with your permission move 
the two amendments standing in my name under clause 6? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you have wy permission. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sif, I beg to move that in clause 6, in 
line 3, after the word “flood” the words “earthquake” be inserted. I 
further beg to move that in the proviso to clause (>, line 6, after the 
word “famine” the words “or flood” be inserted. 

My intention in moving these amendments is to make this clause 
6 more comprehensive. The intention of Government 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I at this 
stage mention that Government are prepared to accept bo?h those amend- 
ments? 


Mr. SPEAKER: If so, I think there is no use making any speech 
on these amendments. 


Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment No. 20 standing in the name of Itai 
Harendru Nath (’haudhuri has already been moved by Mr. I\ N. 
Banerjee. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : I want to ay a few 

words, Sir, on my own account. 

Mr. SPEAKER ; Not now. Let me now call other amendments 
to this clause. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SAJtyYAL: Sit, 1 beg to move that iiom the 
proviso to clause (>, in lines 5 to K. tin* following words be omitted, 
namely, — 

“Or to pay debt charges tor which the Provincial Government may 
from time to time lie liable, including interest, sinking-fund charges 
and redemption charges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would lequest all members to be as brief as 
possible in their speeches. • , 

• * re 

Or. NAtllfAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir, 1 am not going to 
deliver a long* speech. 

Mr. friend, Mr. *P. N. Banerjee, lias already .proposed the 
limitation of the scope of expenditure from out of this fund on account 
oi interest, sinking-fund charges, eta, on debts. I mean to suggest 
that even that amount of limitation will* not do. We shall not be 
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really utilizing the fund properly if any portion thereof is spent on 
debt charges or sinking-fund charges or on redemption charges, because 
the amount is so small — the amount is going to be only 12 lakhs — 
that any surplus out of this 12 lakhs will be insignificant, i feel that 
this clause as a whole, after tiie withdrawal of the proviso to clause 6, 
becomes more or less unnecessary, and academical, because, really 
speaking t there can be thereafter no surplus beyond 12 lakhs, inasmuch 
as there is no compulsory annual contribution contemplated. It is only 
when the accounts show that the amount is less than 12 lakhs that there 
will be some contribution, so that the possibility of any surplus over 
12 lakhs will be very meagre. But even then, if there is any surplus, 
I would not like any amount out of that fund or out of any fund for 
this purpose to be spent for meeting debt charges, sinking-fund charges, 
or redemption charges. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 6, in line 5, after the words “debt charges” the words 
“incurred for relief under this Act” be inserted. 

The object of the amendment is this. Proviso to clause 6 authorizes 
Government to spend any excels over the 12 lakhs of rupees, of which 
the Famine Insurance Fund i^ to consist, to meet expenditure on pro- 
ductive irrigation or other works for the prevention of famine or to 
pay debt charges. It does not define or limit us to what the debt 
charges are. There may lx? debt charges for the prevention of malaria; 
there may be debt charges for the establishment rtf a waterways board. 
As this is an ear-marked fund, almost in the nature of a trust fund, it 
should be made clear in the Act itself that it cannot be used for the 
ordinary charges of Government. The money should not go to the 
general funds of Government but to a special fund. Therefore, debt 
charges should be defined; and I have triecUto define it by the addition 
of the words “incurred for relief under this Art” which would have 
the effect, of limiting the debt charges, and would also limit the power 
of Government to spend the surplus only on debt charges incurred for 
the relief of famine. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH09E: Sir, I beg to move that the 
proviso to clause (> be omitted. The object of my amendment has been 
partially met by the amendments of Mr. P. N. Banerjee and 
Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu. I ilo'not like the idea of productive irrigation 
works and other works. Mr. J. N. Basu in his speech has also agreed, 
to some extent, that this debt charge should be limited tet debts incurred 
for famine relief. Now, Sir, practically speaking, three-fourths of the 
whole clause is going to be deleted by the various amendments moved. 
The only difficulty arises when w* come to the question of debt jeharges, 
sinking-fund and other charges. * The past history of famine insurance 
grant, so far as we have been able to study the situation shows that it 
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has been mis-spent in so many ways that one naturally apprehends what 
the late will be of this fund too, if we maintain a proviso-clause like 
this. not a fact that famine insurance funds have been misused 

in the niinne of sinking-fund charges, in the name of capital fund, and 
even sometimes in the name of emergency fund? And wlmt. is the 
significance of an emergency fifnd? The significance is to aid war 
for* killing men^ whereas the famine insurance fund, as it \yas con- 
ceived by Sir John Strachey — in wlmt year 1 do not remember — , was 
in the nature of a trust fund, and a definite assurance was then given 
that the whole fund would he utilized for the purpose of famine relief. 
Then, that famine relief fund was suspended from time to time, and 
fresh taxation continued to relieve famine-stricken people, but 
ultimately that amount was practically suspended, and that money was 
allowed to be spent sometimes in the name of productive works, some- 
times in the name of unproductive works- sometimes in the name of 
productive irrigation works and sometimes for famine railways. Every 
student of Economics knows how the idea of “famine railways” brought 
al>out a devastation in the counin. Alvout 7 4 ( tores of rupees went 
to t he pockets of the European contractors m (lie name of famine 
railwa\s. If tilings go on like this hi the name ot product i\e irrigation 
works and othei works then no definition of tamine, as my friend 
Mr. V. N Banerjee lias already said is possible. What is the signi- 
ficance oi the expression “oilier works”? N it again the building 
piodu< ti\e works? I'nder the head “Building Productive Works” also 
so much mone\ has been wasted I’nder the citcumslances if we retain 
a proviso clause like this, one does not know what situation will he 
created again. So, from our past experience it is i|iiite natural to 
apprehend thi^t again much mone\ will he misused am) money will he 
spent in the name of famine insurance fund, and as stub we cannot 
but say “Don’t waste an\ further money in the name ot productive 
irrigation works”. The Irfhration Department is theie, and if con 
very well take care of itself. 

As regards debt < barges, I have heard of debt charges incurred on 
account of famine. Our national debt has been incurred in \arunis other 
waya, and, practically speaking, it is now unlimited. Under these cir- 
cumstances, when we do not call it say, educational debt charges, when 
we do not call it sanitation debt cliaiges when they are incurred tor those 
specific purposes, what special significance is there to speak of famine 
relief debt charges? Is it because that 4he poor people suffer from 
famine — the villagers suffer form famine? Is it because that there is — 
if I may be petftnitted to say so — a superiority complex that whenever 
the question of famintf qomes, we raise all these issues and we always 
try to avoid famine relief? I know* that during the last JAsorc fnmine, 
when the.Jessore Famine Relief Committee was started on my initiative, 
th£ Press Officer of the Government Bengal tried his very best to 
hush up the matter when the people died of starvation. When every 

90 
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newspaper published harrowing tales of distress and scarcity. Govern- 
ment hesitated to declare a famine. And what was this due to? They 
did not want to declare it as a famine because they have got some obli- 
gation to relieve that distress. As my friend Mr. P. 3$F. Banerjee 
has said, — and I quite appreciate it — w r e do not know when Govern- 
ment will declare a’ ‘particular situation as famine or simply as distress 
or scarqity. Under these circumstances, if a fund is* raised with * the 
particular object of relieving famine, it is of no use to spend it on 
productive works or unproductive works — sometimes Government call 
them test works. I think it should be utilized and earmarked solely 
for the purpose of relieving famine. Then, again what are these test 
works? Does the Hon’ hie Minister include it in his terminology of 
“other works”? These test works so far as I have been able to 
realise * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Ghose, I am afraid I must interrupt you. 
You are going much beyond the scope of your motion. You should ouly 
confine yourself to the purpose for which the surplus amount in excess 
of 12 lakhs should be spent. All that you have said is quite legitimate 
so far, but now ] am afraid you are losing touch with appropriate con- 
nection and your reference is out of place. I would request you thore- 
foie to drop this point. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 do not under- 
stand the significance of the words “other works” mentioned in the 
proviso to the clause. If I want to explain the words “other works” 
I am tempted to mention “Test works” which are sometimes churned 
by the Government to explain whether famine has actually taken place 
in the country or not 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, but you shall have to leave this point. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Then SO far as 1 have been able 
to understand much mom\\ of the Famine Insurance Fund has been mis- 
used in the past and I appeal to the members of the House to he very 
critical and visualise the situation so that further amount may not be 
spent in the name of this sort of terminology and 1 am of opinion that 
the proviso to clause (> should be deleted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I would not have 
intervened in this debate — he amendment of M>. Pramatha Nath 
Banerji already covers my amendment — but for the fact thaj I anticipate 
that the Hon*ble Miuister in charge of Revenue will coihe forward with 
the explanation that the words used in this proviso have been taken bodily 
from Schedule JV of the old Devolution Rules. Sir, I was aware of all 
these things. But we cannot e'eny that the Famine Insurance Fund 
simply because of this unhappy language of Rule 3 has been open to mis- 
use in the past and part of it has .been diverted to purposes to which 
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nobody conceived such funds could be diverted at all. In the pteviouQ 
budgets we have seen that expenditure on irrigation works . (works 
updar head 16 which in the new budget come under head 19) was in 
part financed from Famine Insurance Fund. Now, under head 16, it will 
be seen tliat such major works as the ITijli Tidal Canal, the Eastern 
and Circular Canal, the Madaripur Rheel Route come. If some of these 
projects, whitji can never be associated with famine relief works, 
swallowed in the past, a part of the Famine Insurance Fund wo have 
reasons to be cautious. Further having regard to the fact that the 
present Government are not under any statutory obligation to copy the 
very words used in section 3 of the old Devolution Rules, T suggest that 
these words should be removed from the Rill before us. 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: f understand that 
I have to reply to three sets of amendments that have been moved, 
namely, 14 to 16, 19 and The first set of amendments proposes 

that the word ‘‘serious” be omitted. Sir. distress may be divided into 
two classes, namely, ordinary distress and more than ordinary distress. 
Under the Famine Code no famine is declared if the distress is of an 
ordinary nature or of a normal nature, and to meet those 1 circumstances 
there is a provision in the Famine Code that the district hoard should 
open test works and should finance those works and, if necessary, 
Government would advance money to the district board and in tbe finnl 
adjustment Government may help tin* district hoard with financial 
assistance. So it is not necessary to find money from tin* I amine 
Insurance Fund to meet a situation which is not of an abnormal 
character. It is not the idea to draw upon the Famine Insurance Fund 
to meet the 'situation which is not of an ah normal character. That is 
the first and caidinal principle ot this measure and 1 would request the 
honourable members to remember that point. Insurance ceases to he 
an insurance if normal expenditure has got to 1 m* met out of a fund 
which is reallv meant to meet an extraordinary situation, 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What is the difference between 
serious and non-serious? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: It is a question 
of degrle. Therefore the word ‘‘serious’/ is absolutely necessary and 
Government eanliot agree to omit that expression. 

In ease o£ ordinary distress under the Agricultural Iyoans Act 
Government can advance money and 'do advance a large amount of 
money every year to tJie agriculturists. In fact, in 1936 Government’* 
expendjture on famine relief was something like Its. 11 lakhs, whereat 
the amount of loans advanced unde/ the Agricultural Loans Act was* 
nearly Rs. 37 lakhs; and every yea J quite a large amount is advanced 
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M agricultural loans : so there is no point in omitting the word “serious" 
because the use of this fund is limited only in meeting an extraordinary 
situation and' not a situation which arises almost every year in one*pqfi 
or other of the province. 

Sir, as regards amendment No. 19, Mr. Banerji has moved that the 
words “on protective irrigation and other works” be omitted. Govern- 
meiit guarantee that a sum of Its. 12 lakhs is the ultiinate limit of 
the Famine Insurance Fund. But the fund may exceed 12 lakhs 
because of the accrual of interest on that amount. So there is no reason 
why the surplus should not be utilised for other useful works. If 
the Famine Insurance Fund is exhausted, Government will have to fall 
back on their general revenues to meet the situation. If the whole of 
Its. 12 lakhs is exhausted to meet a famine situation, Government will 
have to advance money out of their general levenues. So there is no 
reason why any surplus in that fund should not go to the l>enefit of the 
general revenues of Government. If that is not done, you cripple the 
general revenues of Government to that extent. On that ground 1 
oppose amendments Nos. 19 and 21) which are exactly the same. 

As regards amendments Nos. 22, 2d and 24, Government do not raise 
any ad hoc loan tor famine operations against the Famine Insurance 
Fund. But what is done is that Government raise loan for purposes 
other than famine: that is the usual pnntice and famine relief is met 
either out of Famine Belief Fund or out of the general revenues of 
Government. So loan charges for loans for other than famine relief 
are proposed to he met out of the surplus in the Famine Insurance Fund. 
As 1 just said in connection with amendment No. 19, the piovince 
guarantees an expenditure of Us. 12 lakhs out of the 1 amicie Insurance 
Fund, but it by an.v chance that amount is exhausted, Government 
eanuot stop famine operations. They will have to fall hack upon their 
general revenues. So there ns no reason WTiy, it there is any surplus 
in the Famine Insurance Fund, the general revenues of Go\ eminent 
should not get the benefit. It is not the idea to routine the meeting of 
debt charges only to debts raised for famine operations. As a matter of 
fart, no debts are incurred tor meeting famine operations. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Then our apprehensions 
come true. 


Tha Hotfble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: No 'question of 
apprehension: it is only a statement of fact. The rate-payers of the 
province will he equally benefited by this expenditure as by a loan raised 
against the Famine Insurance Fund. It is a normal procedure of finance 
and of budgeting; and it will be restricted very much if the amendmeut* 


(Nos. 22224) are accepted. 


V 
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Rtl HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of informa- 
tion. Sir. The Hon’ble Minister in explaining the significant of the 
wora “serious" before the Rouse said that the word distinguishes 
ordinary famine from extraordinary famine. Now, Sir, is it not a fact 
that famine has a definite significance and definite meaning attached to 
it under the Indian Famine Code: then why qualify it? 

The HonTWe 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: That is so, 
Famine lias a special meaning under the Famine Code ami unless famine 
is declared under the Famine Code, no money is to be spent out of the 
Famine Insurance Fund. That is true. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is there nfty definition of 
“serious famine” in the ('ode? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is my duty, before I put all these 
amendments to the vote, to explain the scope of the amendments. I am 
trying to do so, so that the members may not Ik* misled and vote for 
one while they intend to vote for another. Now, Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose’s amendment wnnts deletion of the entire proviso: that is to say 
he wants that the expenditure of the fund should be made as required 
under the first portion of clause fi. Then Mr. Prnmntha Nath Banerjcc’s 
amendment wants the word “seiious” before the word “famine" in 
line 2 to be omitted. He wants to confine it to the relief of famine and 
not merely serious famine. The next amendment of Mr. Prumntha 
Nath Banerjee suggests that tin* excess over 12 lakhs should be spent 
for the prevention of famine and not lor protective irrigation works and 
other works. The amendment of Dr. Xalinaksha Sanya! wants to delete 
the entire provision about jyiyiuent ot debt charges and Balm Jatindra 
Nath Basil wants that the debt charges should be for debts specifically 
incurred for relief under the .Vet and Mr. Pruinatha Nath Banerjee last 
of all wants that after the words “debt charges” the words “for the 
relief of famine or distiess mentioned herein” he inserted. 

I put the amendments one aftei the other. I put Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose’s amendment first because if that is accepted, most of the other 
amendments will fail. But if Mr. Ghose’s amendment fails, the other 
amendments will be put to vote. 

The amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna Gliose was put ami lost. 

The amfndyient of Mr. Prumatha Xifth Banerjee was put and a divi- 
sion called. ' ' 

• 

Ttw Hoft’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
prepared to Accept the deletion of the mor&“ serious." 

The motion was then put and agifed to. 



310 


government bills. 


[17th Aug., 


The amendment of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee was put and lost. 
The amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal was put and lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That disposes of all the omission amendments. 

The amendment of Maulvi Abdul Bari was put and agreed to. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg, leave to withdraw my 
amendment. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The amendment of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee was put and lost. 

The motion that clause (I, as amended, stands part of the Bill, was 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
7 in line J, alter the words “re-invest in” the words “its own securities 
or in” he inserted. 

Sir, my amendment proposes that there should also be provision for 
investment of sums of this Fund in the security of the Provincial Govern- 
ment and not in that of the Central Government alone. 

7h0 Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY \ Government are 
prepared to accept this amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHUR? : <>„ a point of order, Sir. 

I doubt whether Mr. Basil’s amendment will be technically correct and 
I hope my amendment will be more technicalh correct. 

Mf. SPEAKER! I do not understand this technical difference. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : You will find, Sir, that 
in section 7 it is the Provincial Government which shall operate and the 
Provincial Government shall from time to time inyest in its own 
securities or in the securities of the Central Government. My submission 
is that there is a vital difference between the two. My 'amendment, if 
carried, will not give Government the option to re-invest it in Central 
securities when there are Provincial securities. 

Mr. SPEAKER. You say t^is amendment is not correct. Your 
amendment arises after that of 1 r. Basu, and you ma y move it. 
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fUi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 7 in line 2, after the words “securities of the” the words 
“£rovincial or in the absence of the Provincial of the” be inserted. 

Sir, mx amendment travels beyond the scope of Mr. Basil’s amend- 
ment. Mr. Basu’s amendment gives the Government the option to 
re-invest the money either in its own securities or in the Central 
securities whereas my amendment does not give that option to the 
Government. It proposes that Government shall invest all these extra 
sums in their own securities and if the Provincial securities are not 
available, only in that case the sums should he invested in the Central 
securities. Its own securities are worthier of investment than the 
Central securities. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROf : It i< not a 

question of more or less worth. It is a question of the market value 
of the securities. ^ It may he more ad\ antageous financially for Gov- 
ernment to invest their mone\ in the Central securities. 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

tyr. SPEAKER: The question before t he House is the amendment 
of Bui Harendra Nath Chaudhuri which wants that these sums should 
be invested first in the Provincial securities and in the absence of 
Provincial securities m the securities of Central Uo\ eminent, whereas 
Mr. J. N. Basu wants to leave it to the option of the Government to 
invest. 

The amendment moved l>\ Bui Huiendra Nath Chaudhuri \i as pul 
and lost. # 

The amendment moved h\ Balm Jatindia Nath Basu was put and 
agreed to. 

The motion that rlan-e f, .i^ amended, -amids part oi the Bill, wim 
put and agreed to 


('hmsr S. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 8(7) in the last Hue, after the word “year” the words “and an 
abstract of such accounts shall lie placed before the Bengal Legislative 
Council *and the Bengal Legislative Assembly every year along with 
the annual financial statement of the Province” be inserted. 

Mr. Sptaker, Sir, clause 8(7) provides that proper accounts shall 
be made up at the end of each financial year and the securities belong- 
ing to the Fund. Sir, the House should have an ppportunity of 
knowing as to how the acoounts of this Fund stand. My proposal is 
that with the financial statement ev&ty y$ar an abstract of the account 
of the Famine Insurance Fund shouy alscf be placed before the House. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS Sir, Govern, 
ment are prepared to accept this amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hoit’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir* I beg to 

mdve that in clause . 8 (2), in lines 1 and 2, the words and figure * ‘after 
all the annual contributions under section 5 have been made” be 
omitted.' 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 8(2), in line 5, the word “further” 
be omitted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in the proviso to clause 8(2), in lines 1 and 4, for the words “one and 
a half lakh of iMpces” the words “two lakhs of rupees” be substituted. 

The amendments moved by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
were put and agreed to. 

The amendment moved by Rai Jlarendra Nath Chaudhuri was put 
and agreed to. 

The motion that clause S, as amended, stands part of the Bill, was 
put and agreed to. 


(la use U. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, to-night 
is the night of sweet reasonableness and I do not propose to move my 
proposed amendment to clause 9. 

The motion that clause 9 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


(la use 10. 

r v 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
amendment which stands in my name with reference to clause 10 is to 
the effect that in clause 10, line 1, after the word “may” the words 
“subject to the approval of the legislature” be inserted. 

Government under the Bill which we are discussing to-night are 
reserving to themselves the right to frame rulps. The sections are not 
comprehensive in character and any Government is likely to reserve the 
right to frame rules. My amendment is of u very simple nature that 
these rules may obtain their approval of the Legislature. It is very 
simple amendment, but it in voltes a question of vital priaci/»le, namely, 
the practice which has now gathered both in this country as. well as in 
England where the executive frame rules — rules not exactly in con- 
formity with the main object of the Act but with its very letter, and 
therefore what I propose is thatVhese rules may in any manner what- 
ever obtain the sanction of Ihe Legislature. 
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Thi Hon’Mt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. These draft rules are published before the 
final* roles are published, so the public get ample opportunity of offer- 
ing their criticisms on the draft rules, and it is not the usual practice 
to oome to the Legislature for approval of these rules. These are 
purely administrative matters with which I do not think the Hduse 
oould be troubled. Sometimes they are quite a large number, and it 
may take long time for the House to dispose of these rules. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information, Sir, 
Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to give a guarantee that the 
objection will be accepted if they are in majority? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: *No. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, \ou will realise that ho far ns this 
Act is framed there is no s<x>pc for non-official contribution. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may 1 submit that this Act 
provides both for setting apart a sum of money for the fund as well as 
for expenditure for out oi that fund. So far as non-official agency in 
the matter of augmenting the fund goes it might have no further 
necessity, but so far as expenditure is concerned, 1 feel and feel very 
strongly, Sir, that unless a provision i* made that this money may he 
spent either through official or non-official agency there will lie serious 
practical difficulties. I submit tliat from ni\ pei-onal experience- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order I want to he satisfied on the 
relevancy of the amendment. You want the following to he added, 

namely, “either through official or through non-official agenc\ . 

*• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Clause 10 provides for rule-making 
power and the rule-making power is not restricted to income, but also 
to expenditure. Clause (i provides for expenditure and clause 10 says 
“the Provincial Government may make rules consistent with this Act 
for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Act.’ f Inuse 
6 is a definite procedure for expenditure and says “expenditure from 
the Fund shall not he incurred except upon the relief of serious famine 
and th^ relief of distress caused by serious draught, flood or other 
natural calamities,’’ and how that expenditure will he incurred will 
have to beS drafted by rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: \ am afraid I must hold that so far as your 
am endment is concerned, unless you can point out that there is possi- 
bility of a *non-official agency specially provided for in the Act you. 
cannot make a provision for it nadir the* rules. I am quite prepared 
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to hold that Government by its rule-making power can bring in any- 
thing it likes, but within the scope of the Bill, but unless the Statute 
substantially makes provision fora non-official agency you cannot un^pr 
the rule provide it. I am sorry this amendment does not arise. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee was put 
and* lost. 

The motion that clause 10 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


Preamble. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the two amendments proposed 
by me are merely, of a consequential nature and I do not think any speech 
on 37 is necessary. 

I beg to move that in the preamble in line 3, the word “serious” 
be omitted and so also from the long title. 

The amendments was put and agreed to. 

The motion that the preamble as amended stands part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bill as settled in Assembly be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1937.^ 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I beg to 
introduce a Bill to provide for the improvement of tanks in Bengal for 
purposes of irrigation. 

The Assistant Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the said be referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — 

(1) Maharajkumar Cday Chand Mahtab. 

(2) Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji. 

(3) Mr. Bnnku Behan Mandal. 

(4) Srijut Manindra Bliusan Sinha. 

(5) Maulvi Abul Hashim. 

(6) Bahu Surendra Mohan Maitra. 

(7) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banfcrjee. 

(8) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy. 
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(9) Mr. Puspajit Barma. 

(IQ) Mr. David Hendry. 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Bari. 

(12) Sahibzada Kawan Jab Syed Kazem Ali Meerza. 

(13) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman. 

‘(14) Mr. M> Shamsuddin Ahmed. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Alfazuddin Ahmed. 

Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq ha* expressed his unwillingness to 
serve on the Committee so his name may be left out. Although l got 
His eonsent but he seem** to think that it is not necessary for him to 
serve on this Committee. 

(16) Khan Sahib Maulvi Kabiruddin Khun. 

W ith your permission. Sir, I beg to mo\e tor the inclusion oi three 
more names, viz. f — 

(17) Maulvi Abul Quasem, 

(18) Maulvi Md. Alulur Rasheed, 

(19) Mr. dasimuddin Ahmed, and 

(20) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members necessan to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

The recent distress in several districts oi \\ est Bengal including 
those of Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura, llooghU and Murshidabad has 
brought into forefront the question of tank irrigation. Irrigation ill 
some parts oj, these districts by means oi the big irrigation projects is 
not a feasible proposition because oi tin* absence of rivers which can 
supply water throughout the Near and these areas are unfortunately 
liable to frequent draughts.* In these di*1iicts as well as some of the 
districts of North Bengal, viz., Hujshahi. Malda and Dinajpur there 
are big tanks which used to be the principal sauries oi irrigation. But 
these old tanks being neglected by their proprietor* ha\e gradually 

silted up and can no longer serve the purpose for which they were 

originally excavated. In the years oi diaught iliese silted up tanks 
naturally dry up resulting in complete failure of cultivation in lurge 
tracts of West and North Bengal, followed by all its terrible conse- 
quences on the people dependent on agriculture. 1* or a variety of 
reasons fniancial*and otherwise, it is m* possible in most cases for Ihe 
owners of these tanks to undertake their improvement. It is therefore 

the duty of tffe State to remedy the evil and improve these sources of 

irrigation • by taking power to bring about the improvement of these 
tanks so as to prevent failure of cultivation due to draught in these 
areas qp happened in 1934-35. 

Acquisition of these tanks out of public^ resources is naturally costly, 
moreover their maintenance will . if aee a permanent burden on the 
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finances of the province. It may not also be desirable to deprive the 
proprietors of these tanks of their right of ownership by acquisition 
unless it is unavoidable in public interest. On these considerations 
Government have decided to provide in this Bill for taking o^er of these 
tanks iby the Collector of the district for a limited period for the purpose 
of ‘improvement and- to return them to' their owners whose duty it will 
be to maintain them in a proper state of repair after the cost- of 
improvement is realised from the irrigation rates and other sources of 
income from the tank within the period it is held iby the person or 
authority to whom it is made over for the purpose of improvement by 
the Collector. The following are the main provisions of the Bill: — 

(a) Clause d provides that if the Collector is of opinion that any 
tank which has fallen into disrepair or disuse should he put in proper 
order for utilisation as a source of irrigation lie should sprve a notice 
on the owner or the person having control over t lie tank requiring him 
to carry out the improvement within tin* period specified in the notice. 
If the improvement is not carried out the tank will be declared a 
derelict irrigation work to which the subsequent provisions of the Bill 
will apply. 

(b) Clause 5 provides that after this declaration Collector may take 
possession of the tank ami carry out the improvement himself or 
authorise any local authority, co-operative society, a co-owner or any 
other person interested in the tank to carry out the improvements. 

(r) Clause 7 gives powers to the Collector to divest the authorised 
person of his possession if he fails to carry out the improvements with 
due diligence or to maintain the tank in proper condition and in 
certain other contingencies. 

(d) Clause 10 provides that possession by an authorised person shall 
not affect the rights and liabilities of other persons cither to receive or 
to pay rent in respect of the tank and interest therein excepting the 
rent payable for the use of water for tin* purposes of irrigation. 

(e) Clause 11 provides for the payment of compensation to any 
person in actual possession other than the proprietor of the tank. 

if) Clause 12 provides for compensation to persons having a right 
to catch fish in the tank or to take fruits from the trees on or other 
produce from the hanks of the tank. 

(<}) Clause Id provides for payment of compensation by the autho- 
rised person to cultivators who hold a lease of the bed V)f the tank. 

(/<) Cluuse 15 provides for levy of a fee by the authorised person for 
the right to use water for irrigation purposes. 

(») Clause 16 enables the authorised person to recover the costs with 
interest incurred in carrying out the improvement by levy of fees which 
are to be calculated so as to^ recover the amount within a period of 20 
years, the rate of assessment bein^r fixed by revenue authorities. 
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O’) Clause 21 provides restoration of possession of the tank to the 
person who is mentioned in the record-of-rights to be entitled to posses, 
siop and all rights that existed before the tunk was taken possession 
of by the Collector shall be revived except the rights for which com- 
pensations were paid. 

(k) Clauses 26 and 27 provide for appeal against the action of fhe 
authorised person. The final appeal in certain cases lying to the Board 
of Revenue. 

(/) Clause 29 bars the jurisdiction of the Civil Court altering and 
annulling order or decision of the Collector or other revenue autho- 
rity. 

(?») Clause d() bars the jurisdiction of the Civil Court regarding any 
dispute over rights during the period ot possession of the tank by the 
authorised person or the Collector and takes away any right to compensa- 
tion for loss, etc., or any action taken under this Act. 

The scheme ot the Bill is that the dorelh t tank will he imprmed h\ 
the authorised person who recuxeis the entile cost with interest trom 
persons benefited by initiation or h\ leasing out the tank or by selling 
fish or trails of the trees on the hank ot the tank. As this recovery may 
be effected in a period ol 29 \ cais the annual tm* to la* paid by an indivi- 
dual cultivator loi the use of wulei tor irrigation purposes will only he 
a small amount as compared with the benefit deriwd h\ t In* improved 
irrigation facilities afforded to him. 

If this Bill is passed into law Government ha\e im doubt, that if will 
be a \ei.v large extent >ul\e the imgation problem in several districts of 
"West and North Bengal areas where the main source of irrigation from 
time immomqyial has been the irrigation tanks. 1 mme that the Bill 
boreleiied to Selei t Committee Ii will ha\e opportunity of discussing 
the provisions of the Bill in detail and of suggesting improvements 
where necessary. * 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to oppose generally the 
provisions ot this Bill. It is not a question that I am going to oppose 
the referoiH e to Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, after Mr. Dutta Mazumdar lias moved 
his amendment, you can speak. I now' call upon Mr. Dutta Mazumdar 
to move his amendment. 

* 

Mr. NIHARlfMDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move 
that after tfle mine of Khan Sahib Maufti Kahiruddin Khan the follow- 
ing names.be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. Ashmiddin Alimed, 

Mr. B. Mukherjee, and 
Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar. 
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Six, I propose ike inclusion ot these names for the Teason that this 
Bill will, if accepted, affect the rate-payers, the cultivators, the land- 
lords and, in fact, every kind of interest in rural Bengal. It is,* there- 
fore, necessary that on the Select Committee there should be persons 
representing all these different interests. The names I hafe proposed 
foe inclusion are thpse of one, who is the President of a Kxishak Samity 
and can therefore be rightly said to represent the point of view of .the 
cultivators; the second Mr. B. Mukherji is the Secretary of the All- 
India Kisan Sablia and the third Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar is a promi- 
nent member of the Proja Party in this House. I submit, therefore, 
that the question of inclusion of these names does not .raise any party 
considerations. 1 hopo that the members of the Treasury Bench 
Hon’ble Minsters — will agree that in a matter like this provision should 
bo made for the inclusion of every interest that is concerned in this 
Bill. It should be looked at from the point of view of general and 
popular interests rather than from the party point of view and from 
party considerations. I therefore hope that there will be no objection to 
the inclusion of the names I have suggested. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to oppose this Bill. In 
doing so 1 want to make it perfectly clear that it is not my object to 
question tin* desirability of a measure of this nature at this stage. But 
T would first like to point out to the Hon’Me Minister jn charge that the 
Bill, as stated by him, provides for irrigation purposes only. I submit, 
Sir, that unless the general principles of this Bill are extended, and its 
scope is extended to include drinking water-supply and every kind of 
water-supply, it would be limiting the utility of a Bill of this nature. 

In the second place, I object to the reference to the Select Com- 
mittee on the ground that a very large number of members, have been 
proposed for the Select Committee, my friend, Mr. Abdul Bari and 
other Government members. ' 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr. Abdul Ban is not a member ot the Govern* 
ment . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I stand corrected. Mr. Bari 
and some members of the Government raised serious objection to our 
motion for adjournment of the House on the ground of economy. I 
would like their attention to be drawn to the great need of economy in 
respec t of references of this nature. I submit thaf already we have 
been paying heavily for the Nemesis of democracy. We lave already 
got 11 Ministers — the result again of democracy — and if we have to 
please the various. parties in selecting members for Select Committees — 
we have already got 22 members, I think, for this Committee — we do not 
know whore we shall stop. I understand that, originally Government 
contemplated 16 members; vhnt if umber first went up to 18; and they 
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have themselves again come forward for an increase in the number by 
way of an amendment, so that the number now comes up to 22-; 

Mr SPEAKER: No, it is 20. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I stand corrected. It is 20. Well, 
I Bubmit that even in Parliament where there are more than six hundred 
members, there are only 15 member Select Committees. If it is 
Sir, so very vital, that many members' opinion has got to be taken, we 
might rather have a committee of the whole House and discuss the Bill 
clause by clause here. Otherwise, it will he a very expensive affair, 
to have Bills of this nature referred to very big committees, and mem- 
bers asked to come forward and help in the deliberations of t lie com- 
mittees and paid, in addition to their salary, the usual halting allow- 
ance, motor-car allowance, and other things That would certainly ho 
very expensive, Sir. 1 submit, therefore, that on these grounds the 
motion to refer the Bill to Select Committee he opposed. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I just make 
one submission, Sir? Government are prepared to accept the name of 
Martlvi Abu Hossain Snrkur out of the list submitted by Mr. Niharendu 
Dutta Mazumdar in bis amendment No. 10B. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the total number of mem- 
bers now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Twenty-one. 

Mr. Dutta Mazumdar do you want to press for your amendment in its 
entirety or would accept the modification proposed by the Unable 
Minister? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I an opt the Hon hie 

Minister's suggestion and beg leave of the House to uithdiaw my ori- 
ginal amendment. 

The motion, was h\ lease of the House, withdrawn, in view of the 
statement of the Ilon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy. 

The«motion that the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1!)37, he 
referred to a Select Committee consist ifig of — 

(1) Uhharajkumar Uday Chand Mali tab. 

(2) Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukheiji. 

(3) Mr. Banku Behari Mandal, 

(£) Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sipha, 

(6) Maulvi Abul Hashim, 
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(6) Baba Surendra Mohan Maitra, 

(7) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(8) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(9) Mr. Puspajit Barma, 

* (10) Mr. David Jlendry, 

(11) ^ Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(12) Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed Kazem Ali Meerza, 

(13) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(14) Mr. M. ShaniMuddin Ahmed, 

(15) Khan Bahadur Alfazuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Khan Sahib Maulvi Kabiruddin Khan, 

(17) Maulvi Abul Qunsem, 

(18) Mr. Md. Abdur Rasheed, 

(10) Mr. Abu IT ossa i n Sarker 
(20) Mr. dasimuddin Ahmed, and 
(21 ) the mover. 

with insl ruction to submit llieir report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members necessary to Constitute a quorum shall be five, was 
put and ntfieed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that th ere is no other Government 
business tor to-dav and the next two da\s. So I now adjourn the House 
till 3-45 p.m. on the 20th August. 


Adjournment. 

The Bengal I e^islative Assembly was then adjourned till 3*45 p.m., 
on briday, the 20th August, 1037, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. O. Pre«i — 1937-38 — 045<>A 800. 
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